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COVID-19, surfaces

When COVID-19 start-
ed in the U.S., there 
were concerns that 

the virus could be transmitted 
via surfaces and packaging. This 
caused consumers to buy cleaning 
supplies like never before and not 
use cleaners as 
directed.

A s  t i m e 
has passed, 
evidence sup-
ports that the 
transmission 
of COVID-19 
is primari ly 
through respi-
ratory droplets 
in the air. Therefore, the use of 
masks, handwashing and keeping 
at least six feet distance from each 
other is critical.

For surfaces or packaging to be 
a problem, there has to be a unique 
set of events to occur. First, a large 
amount of the virus would have 
to be present; then, it would need 
to survive long enough to result 
in spread. Finally, without wash-
ing your hands, you would have 
to touch your face.

The few studies on this issue 
involved using high amounts of 
the virus, much more than what 
happens in a real-world situation. 
And, while it proved the virus 
could stay alive on surfaces, it did 
not prove transmission.

Excess or incorrect usage of dis-
infectants can cause skin irrita-
tion and respiratory health issues, 
especially for those with asthma.

Bottom line, wear your mask, 
keep your distance and wash your 
hands. Do your part!
Halloween and COVID-19

Do you get lots of trick-or-
treaters for Halloween? This year 

might be a little 
different. Is it 
safe for kids to 
t a ke  c a ndy 
from strangers 
during a pan-
demic?

Fi rs t  a nd 
foremost, fol-
low your com-
munity guide-
l ines. Know 

the keys to keep healthy, avoid 
crowds, wash your hands and 
wear a face covering. The look 
of face coverings may be quite 
creative this Halloween! Even if 
you are outside, you may still be 
around a lot of other goblins, so 
wear those masks. Small groups 
are better than large groups.

Designate one person to hand 
out treats that are individually 
wrapped. Don’t let the goblins dig 
into the bowl. Have hand sanitizer 
available for anyone to use.

Host a trunk-or-treat event and 
put extra space between cars to 
thin out the crowd. A Halloween 
drive-by parade in the neighbor-
hood would be a spooky treat!

There is no need to wipe down 
the treat packaging. After trick-
or-treating, wash your hands be-
fore snacking on those treats.

Soil testing best 
management practices

One of the ‘baselines’ of 
a productive food/for-
age production system is 

soil fertility. It’s difficult to raise 
plants without adequate nutrients 
— from applied fertilizer and the 
soil — and determining that the 
right rate/right product/right 
place combina-
tion starts with 
a good soi l 
sample.

Soil sampling 
isn’t simply col-
lecting a little 
dirt in a bag 
and sending it 
off for analy-
sis. It starts by 
asking: why am I sampling? If 
evaluating poor growth or a uni-
formity issue, sample normal and 
abnormal areas separately to de-
termine if a nutrient is the issue 
or something else. If trying to get 
an ‘average’ for the area, collect 
samples from across the field. If 
fertilizing according to precision 
zones/grids, lay out sampling 
points in advance to help you 
obtain information to guide the 
precision application process. If 
you participate in cost share pro-
grams requiring soil sampling, 
check program requirements in 
advance of sampling/testing.

Collect an appropriate num-
ber of cores. Single core samples 
simply aren’t accurate, because 
the variability is so high. Collect 
a minimum of 12-15 cores per 
sample. More is better.

Keep sampling depth consis-
tent since nutrient levels can vary 
significantly with depth. For pH, 
organic matter, phosphorous, 
potassium and zinc, sample to a 
six-inch depth. Sampling from 
varying depths can skew results 
if nutrients are stratified for some 

reason. When sampling for mobile 
nutrients — nitrogen, sulfur or 
chloride, a two-foot sample depth 
is recommended.

Avoid ‘patterns’ when sampling. 
Zig zag back and forth rather than 
following planting, tillage or fer-
tilizer application equipment. 

Non-uniform 
fertilizer ap-
plications can 
and do occur. 
Sampling in a 
random pattern 
helps offset po-
tential unifor-
mity issues. If 
grid sampling, 
collect accurate 

GPS coordinates that will allow 
you to return to the same area 
when sampling next time – then 
sample in a five- to ten-foot radius 
around the center point for best 
results. 

Watch for trends over multiple 
sampling cycles to get an even 
better idea as to how your nutri-
ent management program is per-
forming. For best results, sample 
at the same time of year — fall is 
an excellent time — and follow 
the same crop each time.

A soil sample is an inexpen-
sive way to get good information 
about what the soil can provide for 
the growing crop, lawn, hay field 
or garden, while allowing us to 
make sound economic and envi-
ronmental supplemental fertilizer 
application decisions based upon 
accurate information.

For more information on soil 
testing — for crop, forage, garden 
or landscape — contact any Mead-
owlark Extension District Offices 
or e-mail me directly at dhallaue@
ksu.edu. Soil probes are available 
for checkout via any Meadowlark 
Extension District Office.

Vaccines

As kids headed back to 
school last month, their 
grownups had to make 

sure they were up to date on their 
vaccines. As we wean our spring 
calf crop, us grownups need to do 
the same thing for the animals in 
our care.

The biggest reasons for disease 
breaks in livestock often have little 
to do with the vaccine itself, but 
more to do with how that vaccine 
is handled and administered, said 
Dale Moore, director of Veteri-
nary Medical Extension at Wash-
ington State University.

Vaccines are sensitive to heat 
and freezing, and have special re-
quirements for storage before use, 
he said. Always check the expira-
tion dates on vaccine products, 
follow label directions and be sure 
to keep vaccines refrigerated at 
the proper temperature until use.

Ultraviolet light can impair a 
vaccines’ effectiveness, particu-
larly modified-live virus (MLV) 
products. Vaccines need to be 
kept cold and dark from the time 
of purchase through transport 
to your place, and until use. It’s 
also important to know how the 
vaccine was stored before you ob-
tained it. That means always pur-
chasing from reputable sources, 
Moore said.

If you buy vaccines locally, take 
an insulated cooler for trans-
port home, and use multiple ice 
packs. Even if you’re only going 
five miles, take a cooler, because 
delays can always happen. Always 
check expiration dates before pur-
chase. You want to make sure a 
vaccine won’t expire by the time 
you plan to use it. Avoid buying 
something that will expire in just 
a few months.

If you use an old refrigerator 
in your barn or shop to store vac-
cines, make sure it works efficient-
ly. Keep a thermometer in it – and 
check it regularly. In a University 
of Idaho statewide study, only 33.3 
percent of the refrigerators used 
by 129 ranchers to store vaccine 
products were 
actually func-
tioning proper-
ly 95 percent of 
the time. Many 
units were a 
little warmer 
or colder than 
ideal tempera-
ture, the study 
found. Mean-
while, University of Arizona stud-
ies found more than 76 percent 
of the refrigerators tested — at 
ranches, veterinary clinics and 
retail outlets — were unaccept-
able for storing animal health 
products.

When working cattle, keep your 
insulated container in the shade, 
with the lid on it to minimize sun-
light and dust contamination. If 
something happens to delay your 
work, don’t just put your syringe 
down and forget about it. Even a 
short time in the sun can inacti-
vate an MLV vaccine.

You can now buy specialized 
coolers, with holes in them, like 
little holsters for syringe barrels 
— and ice bags inside the cool-
ers —where you can stick the sy-
ringe into those holes. The barrel 
fits all the way in, with only the 
handle sticking out. This keeps 
the syringe contents cool and out 
of the sun when you aren’t using 
it, without having to continually 
open the lid of the cooler. All you 
have to do is grab the handle of 

the syringe. I know lots of inge-
nious farmers and ranchers that 
can devise their own!

Always use a new, sterile needle 
for refilling syringes. Don’t put 
a dirty needle into a new bottle, 
especially when mixing an MLV 
product. The product should al-

ways be going 
out the needle, 
and nothing 
coming back 
through un-
less it’s a new 
needle, or it will 
conta minate 
the contents of 
your syringe.

When using 
MLVs that must be reconstituted, 
only mix the amount you’ll use 
in one hour. Meanwhile, cow-calf 
producers who are working cows 
and palpating as well as vaccinat-
ing, while also maybe taking time 
to do some dehorning or other 
tasks, would be wise to buy vac-
cine in small bottles. That way, 
you can use up each one within 
that hour window. If it’s mixed 
too long, it can lose effectiveness. 

In many situations, 10-dose vi-
als are preferable to 50-dose vi-
als. Though the larger size may 
be more economical, you won’t 
save money if the vaccine is com-
promised by the time you’re using 
the last portion of that big bottle. 
Even a killed product can eventu-
ally get too warm if it’s taken from 
the cooler periodically to refill the 
syringe.

If you know you’ll be out at the 
chute all day, use an insulated 
container with an ice pack and 
take only the amount of vaccine 
you might use during the first few 
hours. When that runs out, get 

more from your refrigerator – and 
new ice packs.

Discard any leftover doses; they 
won’t keep. Killed vaccines may 
be good for another day if they 
were kept cool, but always try to 
buy bottle sizes you’ll be using up 
quickly. I’ve seen people buy clos-
tridial vaccine for young calves in 
50-dose bottles and take out just a 
few doses at a time. But the more 
times you puncture the lid, the 
more chance of contamination. 
Soon, there will be such a big hole 
that the vaccine may come run-
ning out.

When working cattle and giv-
ing more than one vaccine, make 
sure you don’t grab the wrong sy-
ringe when refilling. Color-code 
syringes with tape or label them. If 
you were to draw another kind of 
vaccine into the wrong syringe, it 
could inactivate that whole load or 
make it less effective. Putting an 
MLV product into a syringe that 
previously held your eight-way 
clostridial killed vaccine, for in-
stance, could inactivate the MLV.

Also, keep checking syringes 
while you work cattle. Sometimes, 
you finish and have an extra dose 
or two — or run out too soon — 
and wonder why. Make sure you’re 
actually giving a 2-cc dose, for in-
stance. Some syringes may start 
leaking, and some plastic syringes 
may crack.

To minimize downtime, keep 
extra syringes and spare parts at 
the chute. Most producers have 
done this long enough that they 
know what they might need and 
can have it there at the chute in a 
tackle box. Nothing is more aggra-
vating to hold up the whole pro-
cess than when someone goes and 
gets another syringe or vaccine.

KANSAS SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATURE

KSHL prepares for annual session
Submitted by Pam Bachman

Nemaha County Representative
The Kansas Silver Haired Leg-

islature (KSHL) is busy prepar-
ing for their 38th Annual Session, 
but with a decidedly different 
format than normal due to the 
COVID-19 situation.

Normally, the KSHL meets for 
three days in early October each 
year, with the second and third 
days spent at the State Capitol in 
Topeka. While at the Capitol, the 
delegates debate and discuss the 
issues that have been presented 
to them by their executive board 
from the July executive board 
meeting. Those issues passed 
out of the various committees 
on Wednesday morning are 
then again debated and discussed 
Wednesday afternoon. Any is-
sue that passes the Wednesday 
afternoon vote is then voted on 

yet again, with no discussion or 
debate, on Thursday morning for 
final passage.

However, this year due to the 
COVID-19 situation, the Annual 
Session will be reduced to just one 
day — Wednesday, Oct. 7 — at 
both the Jayhawk Area Agency 
on Aging in Topeka for those who 
choose to attend in person, or by 
Zoom for those who prefer to at-
tend virtually.

The KSHL will become a 
“Committee of the Whole” on 
Wednesday morning, where the 
three issues brought to the full 
KSHL body will be discussed 
and debated, with a preliminary 
vote taken at that time. Any is-
sue that favorably passes that vote 
will then be brought back to the 
afternoon session, where the issue 
will be voted on for final passage. 
If an issue is favorably passed by 

both votes, that issue will then 
be presented to the Kansas Leg-
islature at their 2021 Legislative 
Session beginning in January of 
2021.

The three issues that will be 
presented to the KSHL at the An-
nual Session are as follows:

1) The expansion of Medicaid 
in Kansas.

2) Full funding of the Senior 
Care Act — which provides lim-
ited funding for those seniors 
who qualify, allowing them to 
receive services in their own 
home instead of having to move 
into a nursing home. The bill was 
passed by the 2020 Kansas Legis-
lature, but was subsequently re-
moved due to the state’s financial 
situation caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, reducing funding 
back to previous levels. 

3) Continued support for the 

KDOT community based pub-
lic transportation program, and 
giving our backing to KDOT in 
their proposed expansion of that 
program throughout Kansas.

ABOUT KSHL
Every county in Kansas plus 

20 additional members from the 
four most-populous counties have 
a voice in the KSHL. Kansas pres-
ently has over 650,000 seniors 
with more joining senior ranks 
daily. The KSHL’s purpose is to 
inform Kansas Legislators of 
senior concerns and priorities. 
The KSHL works with the Kansas 
Legislature to make sure legisla-
tors understand the importance 
of these issues to Kansas’ seniors. 
Visit Kansas-SHL.org to learn 
more about the Kansas Silver 
Haired Legislature.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Fenceline
BY: JODY 
HOLTHAUS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT AGENT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share 
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it! 

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com


