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BROWN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Wanted criminal 
arrested

SUBMITTED

On Friday, Oct. 16, the Brown County Sheriff ’s Office 
(BCSO) requested the public’s assistance in locating a person 
of interest in recent criminal activity in Brown County.

Dispatch received reports on Thursday, Oct. 15, of a female 
who had fled to the All Star Convenience Store near Sabetha 
after reportedly being held against her will by a male suspect. 
Officers from the Sabetha Police Department (PD), Sac and 
Fox PD, Kansas Highway Patrol, Brown County PD, Nemaha 
County PD, Wildlife and Parks and other law enforcement 
entities responded.

After the victim was able to enter All Star and request help, 
the suspect — Phillip Doerr, 26, of Horton — fled in a 2004 
Gray Mitsubishi Eclipse and eluded officers. The vehicle was 
recovered in Nemaha County Friday morning.

Brown County Sheriff John Merchant received information 
from many sources and his deputies tracked down a number 
of leads. The deputies shared the information with Jackson 
County and they were able to arrest Doerr without incident.

Sheriff Merchant shares his appreciation to all who assisted 
in the arrest of Doerr.

“I would like to extend my appreciation to everyone who 
assisted us in the apprehension of the recently wanted suspect 
in Jackson County over the weekend,” Merchant said.

A criminal investigation by BCSO was launched on Thurs-
day, based on the incident at ALL STAR. Charges will be 
forwarded to the Brown County Attorney later in the week 
at the conclusion of the investigation. Doerr is being held in 
the Jackson County Jail on drug and firearm charges, as well 
as a Topeka parole warrant.

SUBMITTED

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced Friday, Oct. 30, as the 
deadline to submit applications for the Wild-
fire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
(WHIP+) for 2018 and 2019 losses. USDA did 
not originally specify a deadline when the 
program was announced.

WHIP+ compensates producers for losses 
due to hurricanes, floods, snowstorms, tor-
nadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, drought, 
excessive moisture and wildfires occurring in 

calendar years 2018-19. Drought and excessive 
moisture were added as eligible losses for the 
program in March 2020.

To date, Farm Service Agency (FSA) has 
received more than 133,000 applications 
for WHIP+ disaster assistance and paid out 
nearly $1.4 billion in WHIP+ benefits.

FSA launched a new tool on the www.farm-
ers.gov WHIP+ webpage to help producers 
understand eligibility for the program and 
whether they had possible losses in 2018 and 
2019. The tool also will allow producers an 
opportunity to provide information for FSA 

staff to reach out to them.
FSA will announce soon the details for pro-

ducers who experienced quality loss from 2018 
and 2019 natural disaster events authorized 
in appropriations legislation. There will be a 
separate sign-up period for producers report-
ing quality loss.

For more information or application as-
sistance, visit the www.farmers.gov WHIP+ 
webpage, or contact the Nemaha County FSA 
Office at 785-336-2164.

USDA announces deadline to 
submit WHIP+ applications



If it matters to you... It matters to us.
We have been ser ving Sabetha and the surrounding area since 18 76. T he Sabetha Republican                                                     

was established in 18 76, and T he Sabetha Herald was established in 188 4. T he two consolidated in 1893.

w w w.s abe t haher ald.com 
s abe t haher ald@ s abe t haher ald.c om

ne w s @ s abe t haher ald.c om
ad ver t i s ing @ s abe t haher ald.c om

r ecipe s @ s abe t haher ald.c om

T I M  K E L L E N B E R G E R
O w ner&P ublisher, Editor- in - Chie f

timm y@s abe thaher ald .c om

K R I S TA  WA S I N G E R
C o - Editor

k r is t a@s abe thaher ald .c om

SH
1879

10 24 Main Street
P.O. Box 2 08

S abetha, KS  66 5 3 4
P hone: ( 785 ) 2 8 4 - 3 300

Toll Free: (866) 5 0 2- 3 300
Fax: ( 785 ) 2 8 4 -2 3 2 0

E R I N  H E R R M A N N
Repor ter

er in@s abe thaher ald .c om

H E AT H E R  S T E WA R T
C o - Editor

he ather @s abe thaher ald .c om

Addi t ional St a f f Member s :
A nnie De ter s , S peci al S upplemen t s De s ig ner

P e te S chue t z , Con t r ibu t ing Wr i ter
P a t t y L ocher, Con t r ibu t ing Wr i ter

October 21, 2020 | The Sabetha Herald | sabethaherald.com2

opinion
COLUMNS

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha 
Herald or its staff.

YOUR VOICE
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran
202-224-6521 | 913-393-0711
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Room 521 | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.moran.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts
202-224-4774 | 785-295-2745
109 Hart Senate Office Building | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.roberts.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Steve Watkins
202-225-6601
1205 Longworth House Office Bldg. | Washington, D.C. 20515
https://watkins.house.gov

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES
Gary Scoby
Nemaha County Commissioner
glscoby@gmail.com
Tim Burdiek
Nemaha County Commissioner
timburdiek@yahoo.com
Dennis Henry
Nemaha County Commissioner
dennishenry2003@yahoo.com
Keith Olsen
Brown County Commissioner
brcomm@brcoks.org
Dwight Kruse
Brown County Commissioner
brcomm@brcoks.org
Richard Lehmkuhl
Brown County Commissioner
brcomm@brcoks.org

Food pantries and COVID-19

While food pantries 
have been quite busy 
this year, the holidays 

are traditionally the time when 
there is a great need for food pan-
tries. This year is no different.

Managers of food pantries and 
food distribution sites can con-
sider these steps to help ensure 
safe access to food for their clients 
while helping prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.

Follow local guidelines and 
policies as to where and when 
food distribution can occur. This 
may include extended hours, out-
door distribution locations and 
enhanced COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols.

Educate staff, volunteers and 

clients for their own safety. If 
anyone is sick, stay home! Clients 
should find someone else to pick 
up the food.

Food insecurity, even in the 
s h o r t- t e r m , 
can have seri-
ous impacts on 
physical and 
mental health. 
During this 
difficult time, 
food pantry 
and food distri-
bution sites are 
critical. Manag-
ers can provide safe and flexible 
options to help people with food 
insecurity while prioritizing the 
health and safety of clients, staff 

and volunteers.
A COVID-19 look at home 

kitchens
Have you spent more time in 

your kitchen 
this year? If 
so, you are not 
alone. Surveys 
show that 70 
percent of U.S. 
households are 
now food prep-
aration central 
for 80 percent 
of meals. This 
is up 40 percent 

from 2019 and likely not slowing 
down.

What are home cooks making? 
One survey says the most com-

mon recipes searched for on the 
internet include banana bread, 
pancakes, chicken, pizza dough, 
brownies, crepes, meatloaf, French 
toast, lasagna and cheesecake.

Who’s doing the cooking? 
Millennials and Gen Z consum-
ers learn new cooking skills and 
discover new passions through 
culinary experimentation, par-
ticularly with new seasonings.

What are we cooking with? 
Slow cookers are in nine of 10 
households, and pressure cook-
ers are in half of the consumer’s 
kitchens. Baking has become very 
popular, as evidenced by empty 
grocery shelves where baking sup-
plies are sold. Will these bakers 
keep baking? Eight in 10 say yes!

Soybean response to nitrogen, lawn weed control

With any luck, you can 
see the light at the 
end of the harvest 

tunnel. It also could mean some 
analysis about why one field or a 
portion of a field performed bet-
ter/worse than another.

Because we know soybeans 
are large N users (most research 
suggests three to four pounds of 
N per bushel of yield), it’s fair to 
question whether plants really 
did get everything they needed 
from root-fixed N-plus soil avail-
able nitrogen. Research in Kansas 
seldom shows a response to N for 
soybeans unless something dras-
tic occurs, like failure to inoculate, 
etc. We are better off focusing on 
other management techniques to 
increase yields. What about other 
states?

An analysis of soybean N re-
sponse studies across the country’s 
major soybean-growing regions 
from 1996 to 2016 showed much 
the same. The analysis looked at 
105 different locations across 16 
states — Kansas included — with 
results analyzed to determine 

whether nitrogen applications in 
soybeans might indeed be needed. 
Their findings: not likely.

Among all 
t he ex per i-
ments, less than 
one percent of 
the total yield 
response was 
due to a ni-
trogen related 
variable — rate/
timing/etc. In 
other words, 
there are other factors — weather, 
soils and other major manage-
ment decisions — affecting soy-
bean yield before nitrogen. 

Some treatments did show a 
response. The six percent that 
showed a significant response to 
N treatment were typically as-
sociated with irrigation or very 
high populations. This suggests 
that most N responses were tied 
to other management decisions 
that also affected yield.

The conclusion: soybean re-
sponse to nitrogen is measurable 
but very small, and application 

typically will not result in posi-
tive economic return. That doesn’t 
mean very high management/

high yielding 
soybeans will 
never respond 
to nitrogen, 
but that year-
in year-out re-
sponse chances 
aren’t high for 
most of our 
area. Attention 
should instead 

remain on major management 
factors like P/K, weed control and 
insect/disease management.

For study results, request a copy 
via e-mail to dhallaue@ksu.edu 
or through any District Office, 
or check it out online at https://
coolbean.info/library/documents/
Nstudy.pdf.
Lawn Weed Control Time

The dandelions aren’t nearly as 
visible now as they were in May – 
but that doesn’t mean they aren’t 
out there. Look a little more close-
ly. They typically produce a flush 

of new plants in September that 
are just getting started at causing 
you issues for next season.

Fortunately, fall gives us a great 
opportunity to get on top of these 
weeds now, as well as other win-
ter annuals, while the weeds are 
small, rather than waiting until 
next spring when the weeds have 
all the advantages. Winter annu-
als are actively moving resources 
from the top of the plant to the 
roots, meaning herbicides will 
translocate well, killing plants 
from the roots up.

A number of products are avail-
able, many including active in-
gredients like 2,4-D, MCPP and 
dicamba. Make sure the weed is 
actively growing and tempera-
tures are in the 50s for best re-
sults. Control will be slowed by 
cooler temperatures, but there are 
options for cooler time frame ap-
plications as well. With any prod-
uct, always read and follow label 
directions.

Testing private wells

Private water supplies can 
include wells, springs 
and cisterns. The home 

owner/well owner is responsible 
for assuring the water is safe for 
potable use. Routine testing for 
common contaminants is highly 
recommended. Even if you have a 
safe water supply, regular testing 
can be valuable as it establishes 
a record of water quality. If your 
water quality changes, you can ad-
dress it, and if someone damages 
your water supply, your records 
can demonstrate the historical 
water quality, which may help 
you in your efforts to correct the 
impaired water supply.

Why should you test your well 
water? No one else will test your 
water for you. Regular testing 
helps to protect you and your 
family’s health, and it protects the 
financial investment you have in 
your home. The only reliable way 
to detect contaminants in your 
water is to test it. Laboratory test-

ing provides you with information 
on the quality of your well water.

When should you test your well 
water? In addi-
tion to yearly 
testing, as a pri-
vate well owner, 
you should have 
your drinking 
water tested 
whenever:

• You notice 
a change in the 
taste, odor or 
color of your water.

• Before buying or selling a 
home with a private well — this 
may be a requirement in some ar-
eas. Check with your real estate 
agent or county health depart-
ment.

• Before and after installing any 
type of water treatment system.

Because of differences in 
groundwater quality throughout 
Arizona, it is best to check with 
the Extension office or local 

health department for informa-
tion to help you determine what 
to test for, as there may be local 

pollution issues 
that inf luence 
your drinking 
water quality. 
The most com-
mon times to 
test your well 
water quality 
are when you 
are buying a 
home or are 

experiencing problems.
How do you collect a water 

sample for testing? Well owners 
should analyze their water both 
at the wellhead (if possible), after 
a water treatment device (to make 
sure that it is removing the con-
stituents it is supposed to remove) 
and at the tap that has received no 
water treatment (choose an inside 
cold water line).

Water analyses at the wellhead 
and at a tap that don’t receive 

treated water should be the same. 
If not, you will want to find out 
why any parameters are different 
— could be because of a cracked 
pipe, leak or contaminated storage 
tank/distribution system.

The best option is to obtain a 
container from the laboratory 
that will be analyzing your water. 
We have the water test kits at the 
Extension office. There are two 
bottles in the kit, one for bacteria 
and the other for general drinking 
water quality. The clear bottle for 
the bacteria has a white pill in it; 
this is a preservative for the bac-
teria that are in the water.

Mailing the kits this time of 
year is ideal; put them in the mail 
or UPS or FedEx at the beginning 
of the week. The lab we use likes 
to test the water within 30 hours 
of collection. If you have any more 
questions, give us a call at the Ex-
tension office.

Control broadleaf weeds 
in lawns in late October - 
early November

Late October to early No-
vember is the most effec-
tive time to control broad-

leaf weeds in 
lawns.

Dandelions 
usually pro-
duce a flush of 
new plants in 
late Septem-
ber, and the 
winter annual 
weeds henbit 
and chickweed 
should have germinated in Octo-
ber. These young plants are small 
and easily controlled with herbi-
cides such as 2,4-D or combina-
tion products — Trimec, Weed-
B-Gon, Weed-Out — that contain 
2,4-D, MCPP and Dicamba. Even 
established dandelions are more 
easily controlled now than in the 
spring, because they are actively 
moving materials from the top 
portion of the plant to the roots 
in the fall. Herbicides will trans-
locate to the roots as well and will 
kill the plant from the roots up.

Choose a day that is 50 degrees 
or higher. The better the weed is 
growing, the more weed killer will 
be moved from the leaves to the 
roots. Cold temperatures will slow 
or stop this process.

Weed Free Zone — also sold 
under the name of Speed Zone 
— contains the three active in-
gredients mentioned above, plus 
carfentrazone. It will give a quick-
er response than the other prod-
ucts mentioned especially as tem-
peratures approach 50 degrees.

Apply Late-Season 
Nitrogen Application in 

November
November is the time to give 

cool-season lawns the last nitro-
gen application of the season. 
Why November? Because while 
top growth slows in response to 

cool temperatures, grass plants 
are still making food — carbo-
hydrates — by photosynthesis. A 

November ni-
trogen applica-
tion helps boost 
the photosyn-
t hesis  rate . 
Carbohydrates 
that are not 
used in growth 
are stored in 
the crown and 
other storage 

tissues in the plant. These carbo-
hydrate reserves help the turfgrass 
green up earlier in the spring and 
sustain growth into May without 
the need for early-spring — March 
or April — nitrogen. Those early-
spring nitrogen applications are 
less desirable because they can 
lead to excessive shoot growth 
and reduced root growth. Other 
benefits of November-applied ni-
trogen for cool-season grasses in-
clude improved winter hardiness, 
root growth and shoot density.

How much should you apply? 
One to 1-1/2 pounds actual nitro-
gen per 1,000 square feet of lawn 
area is sufficient. In order for this 
application to be effective, the ni-
trogen must be readily available 
to the plant, because the growing 
season is nearly over. Therefore, 
for a November application, use 
a soluble — quickly-available — 
nitrogen carrier such as urea or 
ammonium sulfate.

Many turfgrass fertilizers sold 
in garden centers and other re-
tail outlets also contain soluble 
nitrogen. Avoid products that 
contain water-insoluble nitrogen 
— slow-release — for this appli-
cation. As always, sweep up any 
fertilizer that gets on driveways, 
sidewalks or streets and reapply 
it to the lawn.
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