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MEADOWLARK EXTENSION DISTRICT

Leadership 
Basics offered    
via Zoom

Submitted
K-State Research and Extension and the Meadowlark Ex-

tension District is hosting the Welcome A-Board Leadership 
Basics course again this winter. Designed to provide basic 
training for members of community-based boards, the series 
was recently redesigned and will now be offered in four blocks 
of related lessons.

“Informed and committed board members are the key to 
healthy, effective boards and committees in our Kansas com-
munities. Whether you are a member of a church board, a 
township board, a United Way agency board or a rural water 
board, this training is appropriate for you,” said David Key, 
Meadowlark Extension District Agent.

Four sessions will be offered this year and one registration 
allows your participation in any or all of the sessions that will 
be held on Tuesday evenings from Feb. 23 through March 16.

Session 1 will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 23, with a session on 
how organized groups function and what is your role when 
asked to serve.

Session 2 will be held on Tuesday, March 2, with a session 
on the duties and responsibilities of non-profit board members 
and how to organize and lead productive meetings, effective 
meeting agendas and basic parliamentary procedure.

Session 3 will be held on Tuesday, March 9, with a session on 
Financial Responsibilities, Fund Raising, Legalities and Ethics 
of Non-Profit Boards.

Session 4 will be the final session and will be held on Tuesday, 
March 16, with a session on Strategic Planning for Non-Profit 
Boards and Groups.

All sessions will be offered at no cost and live via Zoom 
conferencing or conference call from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
with handouts provided via mail or email, and a recorded link 
that will be available after the lesson is offered.

Registration is due by the close of business on Wednesday, 
Feb. 17. To register online, go to https://tinyurl.com/bdleader, 
or contact David Key at the Meadowlark Extension District 
Office in Seneca at 785-336-2184 or by email at dkey@ksu.edu.

RSVP OF NORTHEAST KANSAS, INC.

VITA offers 
assistance this   
tax season

Submitted by Joni Spellmeier
Executive Director

Low- to moderate-income individuals, families and senior 
citizens can once again receive free assistance in completing 
and filing their federal, state and local tax returns through 
RSVP of Northeast Kansas’ Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA). For more than 30 years, RSVP volunteers have assisted 
residents with low and moderate incomes who need help with 
their basic tax returns through the VITA program.

“This program would not be possible without the dedicated 
support of the volunteers spending countless hours throughout 
the tax season to help families and individuals become more 
financially stable and economically independent,” said Joni 
Spellmeier, Executive Director of RSVP. “This program is a 
prime example of bringing community partners together to 
advance the common good for everyone in and around Mar-
shall County.” 

Even with shutting down the site last year due to COVID, 
RSVP volunteers still completed returns for 196 clients with 
more than $209,589 being returned to the households in our 
community.

VITA — usually provided at the Helvering Center and in 
multiple towns in Marshall County — will be offering tax 
assistance by mail or drop-off ONLY this tax season. Face-to-
face tax assistance will not be available. Assistance is available 
in Spanish.

If you had your taxes prepared by RSVP’s VITA program for 
the 2019 tax year, you should receive a packet of information 
in the mail explaining this year’s process. If you do not receive 
the mailing, feel free to stop by the RSVP Office and pick up 
the paperwork, or call and it can be mailed to you.

Copies of the following information are mandatory for the 
volunteers to prepare your return.

a. Government issued photo id of taxpayer and spouse.
b. Social security cards or social security number verification 

letters or Individual Tax Payer Identification number letters 
for you, your spouse, and any dependents born on or before 
Dec. 31, 2020

c. All of your tax documents including W-2 forms from all 
2020 jobs, and all 1099’s (1099-G - if you received unemploy-
ment insurance benefits or a state refund in 2020; 1099-R - if 
you received pensions, annuities, retirement or profit-sharing 
plans, IRAs, insurance contracts, etc.; 1099-INT - if you re-
ceived interest paid by a financial institution in 2020, or the 
year-end statement showing any interest you received; any 
other 1099 forms including SSA-1099 (Social Security)), 1095 
(health insurance forms), 1098 (tuition), any notices received 
in 2020 from the IRS by any person on the tax return, W-
2-G- Gambling income, 2020 Property Tax Form or receipt 
if claiming the Homestead Credit, list and proof of any cash 
charitable donation up to $300, and stimulus: did you receive 
both stimulus checks? Please note the amount of each check.

d. A voided check if you want direct deposit.
For more information about any of our programs, please 

contact Joni Spellmeier or Adam Borgman at the RSVP Office, 
813 Broadway, Marysville, KS 66508, or call 785-562-2154 or 
toll-free at 1-800-892-7286.

ABOUT RSVP
RSVP is a volunteer program for adults 55 years of age and 

older in Marshall County in Kansas. RSVP’s mission is to pro-
vide our citizen’s, ages 55 and older, a variety of opportunities 
to participate more fully in the life of their community through 
significant volunteer service.

SUBMITTED

Due to the national public health emer-
gency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19), the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) announced the temporary 
suspension of past-due debt collections and 
foreclosures for distressed borrowers under 
the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the Direct 
Farm Loan programs administered by the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA).

USDA will temporarily suspend non-
judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or wage 
garnishments and referring foreclosures to 
the Department of Justice. USDA will work 
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office to stop judicial 
foreclosures and evictions on accounts that 
were previously referred to the Department 
of Justice. Additionally, USDA has extended 
deadlines for producers to respond to loan 
servicing actions, including loan deferral 
consideration for financially distressed and 
delinquent borrowers. In addition, for the 
Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have 
been made available to lenders to assist in 
servicing their customers.

The announcement by USDA expands pre-
vious actions undertaken by the Department 
to lessen financial hardship. According to 
USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers — 
approximately 10 percent of all borrowers 
— are eligible for the relief announced today. 
Overall, FSA lends to more than 129,000 farm-

ers, ranchers and producers.
“USDA and the Biden Administration are 

committed to bringing relief and support to 
farmers, ranchers and producers of all back-
grounds and financial status, including by 
ensuring producers have access to temporary 
debt relief,” said Robert Bonnie, Deputy Chief 
of Staff, Office of the Secretary. “Not only 
is USDA suspending the pipeline of adverse 
actions that can lead to foreclosure and debt 
collection, we are also working with the De-
partments of Justice and Treasury to suspend 
any actions already referred to the applicable 
Agency. Additionally, we are evaluating ways 
to improve and address farm related debt with 
the intent to keep farmers on their farms earn-
ing living expenses, providing for emergency 
needs and maintaining cash flow.”

The temporary suspension is in place until 
further notice and is expected to continue 
while the national COVID-19 disaster dec-
laration is in place.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides sev-
eral different loans for producers, which fall 
under two main categories:

• Guaranteed loans are made and serviced 
by commercial lenders, such as banks, the 
Farm Credit System, credit unions and other 
non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the 
lender’s loan against loss, up to 95 percent.

• Direct loans are made and serviced by 
FSA using funds from the federal government.

The most common loan types are Farm 

Ownership, Farm Operating and Farm Stor-
age Facility Loans, with Microloans for each:

• Farm Ownership: Helps producers pur-
chase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct 
a new or improve an existing farm or ranch 
building, pay closing costs and pay for soil and 
water conservation and protection.

• Farm Operating: Helps producers pur-
chase livestock and equipment and pay for 
minor real estate repairs and annual operat-
ing expenses.

• Farm Storage Facility Loans are made 
directly to producers for the construction of 
cold or dry storage and includes handling 
equipment and mobile storage such as refrig-
erated trucks.

• Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, 
Operating Loans and Farm Storage Facility 
Loans have a shortened application process 
and reduced paperwork designed to meet the 
needs of smaller, non-traditional and niche-
type operations.

CONTACT FSA
FSA encourages producers to contact their 

county office to discuss these programs and 
temporary changes to farm loan deadlines 
and the loan servicing options available. For 
Service Center contact information, visit www.
farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing infor-
mation, access www.farmers.gov.

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture temporarily 

suspends debt 
collections on farm loans

GRADUATING SENIOR SALUTES2021 

The deadline to 
submit completed 
form and photo is 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2021.

2x3 $30

Congrats,  
Thomas!

The diploma you’ve 
worked so hard for 
is in your hands and 

so is your future!

We are proud of you! 
Grandma & Grandpa

sa
m

pl
e

1x3 $15

The sky is  
the limit, Sara!

Love, Mom & Dad

sa
m

pl
e

payment is required at time of submission.

// TO SUBMIT YOUR SENIOR SALUTE //
Email the required information to advertising@sabethaherald.com.
Complete the form and send/bring along with a childhood photo to:  
The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, 1024 Main St, Sabetha, KS 66534 

 
For questions, contact The Herald at 284-3300 or advertising@sabethaherald.com. 

OR

Senior Salutes accompany the area 2021 Graduates’ photos in the 
Graduation Special Section of The Sabetha Herald on May 12, 2021.
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opinion
COLUMNS

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor 
or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha 
Herald or its staff.

LETTERS POLICY
WRITE: Letters to the Editor, The Sabetha Herald, 
P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS  66534
EMAIL: news@sabethaherald.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve 
the right to edit for clarification or length. Letters should be fewer 
than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other 
week. Letters are due by 10 a.m. on Monday before publication and 
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone number 
for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be 
included in the printed letter. We do not publish anonymous letters 
or letters printed elsewhere.

YOUR VOICE
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran
202-224-6521 | 913-393-0711
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Room 521 | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.moran.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Roger Marshall
202-224-4774 
Russell Senate Office Bldg., Suite B33 | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.marshall.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Jake LaTurner
202-225-6601
1630 Longworth House Office Bldg. | Washington, D.C. 20515
www.laturner.house.gov

STATE REPRESENTATIVES
62nd District Kansas Representative Randy Garber
randy.garber@house.ks.gov
785-296-7665 | 785-285-1238
2424 Timberlane Terrace | Sabetha, 66534
1st District Kansas Senator Dennis Pyle
Dennis.Pyle@senate.ks.gov
785-296-7379 | 785-742-3780
2979 Kingfisher Road | Hiawatha, KS 66434

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES
Gary Scoby
Nemaha County Commissioner, 1st District
glscoby@gmail.com
Jason Koch
Nemaha County Commissioner, 2nd District
jandmkoch@yahoo.com
Dylan Keim
Nemaha County Commissioner, 3rd District
goldendayinc@gmail.com
Richard Lehmkuhl
Brown County Commissioner, 1st District
brcomm@brcoks.org
Lamar Shoemaker
Brown County Commissioner, 2nd District
brcomm@brcoks.org
William Pollock
Brown County Commissioner, 3rd District
brcomm@brcoks.org

CITY REPRESENTATIVES
Mayor Doug Clark
785-284-2393
340 Parkview | Sabetha, KS  66534
Commissioner Nick Aberle
1504 Lakeview Drive | Sabetha, KS  66534
nickaberle@hotmail.com
Commissioner Maridel Wittmer
785-284-2050 | maridelw@att.net
612 N. 6th Street | Sabetha, KS  66534
Commissioner Norm Schmitt
norms@extru-techinc.com
Commissioner Julie Burenheide
421 S. 8th Street | Sabetha, KS  66534
City Administrator Doug Allen
785-284-2158

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
Board President Ed Reznicek
785-939-2032
Board Vice President Kathy Lippert
lippertk@usd113.org
Board Member Kent Saylor
saylork@usd113.org
Board Member Jim Scoby
scobyj@usd113.org
Board Member Leslie Scoby
scobyl@usd113.org
Board Member Ann Shaughnessy
shaughna@usd113.org
Superintendent Todd Evans
785-284-2175 | evanst@usd113.org

Kansas Corn Management Schools: one down – two 
to go

The first of three sessions of 
the virtual Kansas Corn 
Management Schools 

were held a couple of weeks. Nu-
trient management and general 
corn management research were 
the first two sessions – with a lot 
more to come.

During the nutrient manage-
ment presentation, KSU Soil Fer-
tility Specialist Dr. Dorivar Ruiz-
Diaz shared four years of results 
from work with a nitrification 
inhibitor at two different sites in 
eastern Kansas. Over those four 
years, one site had a statistically 
different response twice – five 
bushels per acre one year and 
sixteen another. A second site 
showed a statistically different 
response one time, to the tune of 
seven bushels per acre.

In other words, an “average” re-
sponse may not be all that great, 
but when it’s needed (specific soil/
weather conditions), a nitrifica-
tion inhibitor can certainly do 
exactly what they are intended to 
do: keep nitrogen in a form less 
likely to be lost. A second part of 
the study looking at soil nitrate 

levels confirmed this, even when 
yields were not statistically dif-
ferent.

He also talked about rescue 
treatments for potassium – and a 
whole lot more. If you’re looking 
for more research data relating to 
corn produc-
tion, the next 
session wi l l 
Thursday, Feb. 
4, with weed 
control and 
planter technol-
ogies the focus. 
The final week 
will include a 
discussion of 
markets plus information on work 
being done by the Kansas Corn 
Growers Association.

Each (free) webinar starts at 7 
p.m. with two presentations plus 
a question-and-answer session. 
Participants should pre-register 
for webinar links at https://kscorn.
com/cornschool/.

Purchasing Fruit Trees 
– Peaches and Apricot 

Considerations

Apricot and peach flowers are 
probably the most vulnerable of 
any of our tree fruit species. Late 
frosts in these species often kill 
fruit buds, so while we can get the 
trees to survive, fruit production 
is typically not quite what we’d 

like to see. That 
doesn’t mean 
we don’t want 
to try to get 
something out 
of those peach 
or apricot trees, 
but it takes 
some manage-
ment to do so.

A t t e m p t s 
have been made over time to plant 
later blooming varieties. The idea 
is bloom will occur after poten-
tially damaging temperatures 
have passed. This idea usually 
has greater merit for peaches than 
it does for apricots. In peaches, 
there are varieties shown to be 
delayed blooming, but also with 
fruit bud hardiness – the ability to 
withstand late frosts better than 
other varieties. Varieties con-
sidered “late bloomers” include 

China Pearl, Encore, Intrepid and 
Risingstar, with Intrepid exhibit-
ing excellent cold hardiness when 
in flower.

There are later blooming apri-
cot varieties as well – Hungarian 
Rose, Tilton, Harlayne and Har-
glow are examples. Past research 
out of Virginia Tech suggests the 
difference might be slight. Their 
research suggested a four-day 
maximum difference between 
early/late varieties.

In addition to varieties, look at 
location, too. Planting on a hill 
can allow cold air to drain to lower 
elevations. Micro-climates can af-
fect damage, too — protected/in-
town plantings may be warmer 
than exposed locations.

Last but not least, if your plant-
ing needs a little “extra help,” con-
sider heat sources under trees on 
cold nights. Heat lamps or char-
coal briquettes can be used so long 
as they can be utilized safely.

Don’t discount planting peaches 
or apricots completely – but vari-
ety selection and planting location 
are big factors in having a fruit 
crop or not.

2021 ponds, watering livestock

Last summer, we embarked 
on a pond project. We had 
10 ponds that we installed 

Barley straw into. The Barley 
straw is said to help in the con-
trol of blue/green algae and other 
harmful algae blooms. It turned 
out to be a good year for ponds, 
and the blue/green algae was not 
much of a problem in small ponds. 
It was a huge problem in reser-
voirs. The ponds were tested by 
KDHE each month to measure 
the amounts of nutrients. While 
we are still waiting on the data 
to be analyzed. We’ve made the 
decision to run another study this 
summer. I’m looking for willing 
cooperators that have ponds that 
have had confirmed cases of blue/
green algae or suspected cases. 
The ponds should be smaller 
than three acres of surface water 
and easily accessible, as person-
nel from KDHE will be testing 
monthly. If you would like your 
pond considered for this program, 
just contact me at one of the Ex-
tension offices or email me at 
jholthau@ksu.edu.

Watering Livestock
What is the best method for 

providing water to livestock dur-
ing the coldest days of the year? 
Depending on several factors, 
different op-
tions rise to 
the top of the 
list. First, what 
is the actual 
water source? 
Will a pond or 
stream be used? 
Are waterers 
going to be in-
stalled? Is rural 
water available? 
Surface water sources, like ponds 
and streams, require a lot of man-
agement, especially during freez-
ing temperatures. If water is flow-
ing, such as a spring-fed stream, 
this task is not as labor-intensive. 
However, if surface water sourc-
es are used, one must take steps 
to ensure that the water quality 
downstream is maintained and 
that streambank quality is pre-
served.

Large stock tanks with greater 
capacity are another option that 

can be considered. These also 
need to be checked often to allow 
livestock access to water. To limit 
the amount of ice accumulating, 
a continuous f low valve could 

be installed to 
prevent freez-
ing. This also 
requires an 
overf low di-
recting water 
away from the 
tank to prevent 
mud.

Is electricity 
available at the 
winter feeding 

site? If so, the number of water-
ing options increases. An electric 
heater to keep water thawed can 
be added to almost any watering 
system. In some cases, this sim-
ply might involve adding a plug-in 
heater that installs through the 
drain plug of a stock tank. Also, 
the addition of plug-in heat tape 
affixed to interior pipes and water 
bowls of automatic waterers are 
options that could be considered.

Another option to provide wa-
ter to livestock when electricity is 

not available is through the utili-
zation of geothermal heat. A vari-
ety of watering systems have been 
developed to harvest geothermal 
heat from the ground below the 
tank, keeping water thawed and 
available to livestock even in the 
coldest of environments. Most of 
these waterers use heat tubes bur-
ied deep into the ground, allowing 
for geothermal heat to rise and 
keep water supply lines and the 
drinking trough thawed.

While these systems do a good 
job of keeping pipes and floats 
from freezing, they are not ice-
free. Depending on the amount 
of animal traffic using the waterer 
and environmental temperature, 
there is often a thin layer of ice 
over the drinking area on very 
cold days that must be removed.

No matter which method is 
used, a clean and consistently 
available water source is critical. 
Proper evaluation of where and 
how to winter livestock could 
make providing water easier dur-
ing the coldest part of the year, 
depending on available water 
sources.

Use a planting calendar

If you start vegetable plants 
indoors, it is often helpful 
to list seeding dates on a cal-

endar so that plants are ready for 
transplanting at the proper time. 
To do this, choose your transplant 
date and count back the number 
of weeks necessary to grow your 
own transplants. For example, 
cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower 
are usually transplanted in late 
March to early April. It takes eight 
weeks from seeding to transplant 
size. Therefore, plants should be 
seeded in early February.

Below are examples of some 
common vegetables grown for 
t r a n s p l a n t s 
and a recom-
mended date 
for seeding. 
Dates are Sat-
urdays, as this 
is when many 
homeow ners 
have the most 
free time. The 
dates are not set 
in stone, and a week earlier or later 
will not ruin the plants.

Also, you may want to seed a 
week or two earlier if you are in 

southern Kan-
sas and possi-
bly a week later 
if you are in 
northern Kan-
sas. Calendars 
can be reused 
year after year 
by a slight re-
set of the dates. 
A l s o ,  k e e p 

notes on how well the transplants 
did so you can tweak the planting 

schedule. Your conditions may re-
sult in plants that need a bit more 
or a bit less time.

Crop Seeding Date Transplant 
Date

• Cabbage, Broccoli and Cauli-
flower: Plant Feb. 6 – Transplant 
April 3;

• Lettuce — if you grow trans-
plants: Plant Feb. 6 – Transplant 
April 3;

• Peppers: Plant March 20 – 
Transplant May 15;

• Tomatoes: Plant March 27 – 
Transplant May 8.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Fenceline
BY: JODY 
HOLTHAUS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT AGENT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION


