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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced 

today that the United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) is establishing new programs 
and efforts to bring financial assistance to farm-
ers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of 
COVID-19 market disruptions. The new initiative 
— USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers — will 
reach a broader set of producers than in previous 
COVID-19 aid programs. 

USDA is dedicating at least $6 billion toward the 
new programs. The Department also will develop 
rules for new programs that will put a greater em-
phasis on outreach to small and socially disadvan-
taged producers, specialty crop and organic produc-
ers, and timber harvesters, as well as provide support 
for the food supply chain and producers of renew-
able fuel, among others. Existing programs like the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) will 
fall within the new initiative and, where statutory 
authority allows, will be refined to better address 
the needs of producers.

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers was 
needed, said Vilsack, after a review of previous 
COVID-19 assistance programs targeting farmers 
identified a number of gaps and disparities in how 
assistance was distributed as well as inadequate 
outreach to underserved producers and smaller and 
medium operations.

“The pandemic affected all of agriculture, but 
many farmers did not benefit from previous rounds 
of pandemic-related assistance. The Biden-Harris 
Administration is committed to helping as many 
producers as possible, as equitably as possible,” Vil-
sack said. “Our new USDA Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative will help get financial assistance 
to a broader set of producers, including to socially 
disadvantaged communities, small and medium 
sized producers, and farmers and producers of less 
traditional crops.”

USDA will reopen sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 
60 days beginning on April 5. The USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has committed at least $2.5 
million to improve outreach for CFAP 2 and will es-
tablish partnerships with organizations with strong 
connections to socially disadvantaged communities 
to ensure they are informed and aware of the ap-
plication process.

The payments announced today — under Part 3, 
below — will go out under the existing CFAP rules; 
however, future opportunities for USDA Pandemic 
Assistance will be reviewed for verified need and 
during the rulemaking process. USDA will look to 
make eligibility more consistent with the Farm Bill. 
Moving forward, USDA Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers will utilize existing programs, such as the 
Local Agricultural Marketing Program, Farming 
Opportunities Training and Outreach, Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program, and others to enhance 
educational and market opportunities for agricul-

tural producers.

USDA PANDEMIC ASSISTANCE 
FOR PRODUCERS – FOUR PARTS 
ANNOUNCED TODAY

Part 1: Investing $6 Billion to Expand Help and 
Assistance to More Producers

USDA will dedicate at least $6 billion to develop 
a number of new programs or modify existing 
proposals using discretionary funding from the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act and other coro-
navirus funding that went unspent by the previous 
administration. Where rulemaking is required, it 
will commence this spring. These efforts will include 
assistance for:

• Dairy farmers through the Dairy Donation Pro-
gram or other means;

• Euthanized livestock and poultry;
• Biofuels;
• Specialty crops, beginning farmers, local, urban 

and organic farms;
• Costs for organic certification or to continue or 

add conservation activities;
• Other possible expansion and corrections to 

CFAP that were not part of today’s announcement, 
such as to support dairy or other livestock producers;

• Timber harvesting and hauling;
• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other 

protective measures for food and farm workers and 
specialty crop and seafood producers, processors 
and distributors;

• Improving the resilience of the food supply 
chain, including assistance to meat and poultry 
operations to facilitate interstate shipment;

• Developing infrastructure to support donation 
and distribution of perishable commodities, in-
cluding food donation and distribution through 
farm-to-school, restaurants or other community 
organizations; and

• Reducing food waste.
Part 2: Adding $500 Million of New Funding to 

Existing Programs
USDA expects to begin investing approximately 

$500 million in expedited assistance through several 
existing programs this spring, with most by April 
30. This new assistance includes:

• $100 million in additional funding for the Spe-
cialty Crop Block Grant Program, administered by 
the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), which 
enhances the competitiveness of fruits, vegetables, 
tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and nursery 
crops.

• $75 million in additional funding for the Farm-
ers Opportunities Training and Outreach program, 
administered by the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and the Office of Partnerships 
and Public Engagement, which encourages and as-
sists socially disadvantaged, veteran, and beginning 
farmers and ranchers in the ownership and opera-
tion of farms and ranches.

• $100 million in additional funding for the Local 
Agricultural Marketing Program, administered by 
the AMS and Rural Development, which supports 
the development, coordination and expansion of 
direct producer-to-consumer marketing, local and 
regional food markets and enterprises and value-
added agricultural products.

• $75 million in additional funding for the Gus 
Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program, admin-
istered by the NIFA, which provides funding oppor-
tunities to conduct and evaluate projects providing 
incentives to increase the purchase of fruits and 
vegetables by low-income consumers.

• $20 million for the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service to improve and maintain animal 
disease prevention and response capacity, including 
the National Animal Health Laboratory Network.

• $20 million for the Agricultural Research Service 
to work collaboratively with Texas A&M on the 
critical intersection between responsive agriculture, 
food production, and human nutrition and health.

• $28 million for NIFA to provide grants to state 
departments of agriculture to expand or sustain 
existing farm stress assistance programs.

• Approximately $80 million in additional pay-
ments to domestic users of upland and extra-long 
staple cotton based on a formula set in the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2021, that USDA plans 
to deliver through the Economic Adjustment As-
sistance for Textile Mills program.

Part 3: Carrying Out Formula Payments under 
CFAP 1, CFAP 2, CFAP AA

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, en-
acted December 2020, requires FSA to make certain 
payments to producers according to a mandated 
formula. USDA is now expediting these provisions 
because there is no discretion involved in interpret-
ing such directives, they are self-enacting.

An increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. 
Cattle producers with approved CFAP 1 applications 
will automatically receive these payments beginning 
in April. Information on the additional payment 
rates for cattle can be found on www.farmers.gov/
cfap. Eligible producers do not need to submit new 
applications, since payments are based on previously 
approved CFAP 1 applications. USDA estimates ad-
ditional payments of more than $1.1 billion to more 
than 410,000 producers, according to the mandated 
formula.

Additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for 
producers of eligible crops identified as CFAP 2 
flat-rate or price-trigger crops beginning in April. 
This includes alfalfa, corn, cotton, hemp, peanuts, 
rice, sorghum, soybeans, sugar beets and wheat, 
among other crops. FSA will automatically issue 
payments to eligible price trigger and flat-rate crop 
producers based on the eligible acres included on 
their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do 
not need to submit a new CFAP 2 application. For a 
list of all eligible row-crops, visit www.farmers.gov/

cfap. USDA estimates additional payments of more 
than $4.5 billion to more than 560,000 producers, 
according to the mandated formula.

USDA will finalize routine decisions and minor 
formula adjustments on applications and begin pro-
cessing payments for certain applications filed as 
part of the CFAP Additional Assistance program 
in the following categories: 

• Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod;
• A formula correction for row-crop producer 

applications to allow producers with a non-Actual 
Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 
100 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-
County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the 
calculation;

• Sales commodity applications revised to include 
insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus payments, as 
required by statute; and

• Additional payments for swine producers and 
contract growers under CFAP Additional Assistance 
remain on hold and are likely to require modifica-
tions to the regulation as part of the broader evalua-
tion and future assistance; however, FSA will contin-
ue to accept applications from interested producers.

Part 4: Reopening CFAP 2 Sign-Up to Improve 
Access & Outreach to Underserved Producers

As noted above, USDA will reopen sign-up for of 
CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5.

• FSA has committed at least $2.5 million to 
establish partnerships and direct outreach efforts 
intended to improve outreach for CFAP 2, and will 
cooperate with grassroots organizations with strong 
connections to socially disadvantaged communities 
to ensure they are informed and aware of the ap-
plication process.

Please stay tuned for additional information and 
announcements under the USDA Pandemic As-
sistance to Producers initiative, which will help to 
expand and more equitably distribute financial as-
sistance to producers and farming operations during 
the COVID-19 national emergency. Please visit www.
farmers.gov for more information on the details of 
today’s announcement.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each 
day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s 
food system with a greater focus on more resilient 
local and regional food production, ensuring access 
to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, 
building new markets and streams of income for 
farmers and producers using climate-smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in 
infrastructure and clean-energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity across the De-
partment by removing systemic barriers and build-
ing a workforce more representative of America. To 
learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

USDA announces ‘Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers’

Lindsay & Kevin, 4-H Sewing Project

In 4-H, kids roll up their sleeves and do with 
their hands. Their experiences grow the 
teamwork they need for life and career.

Inspire Kids to Do

Join 4-H and explore exciting ways to grow, together.
Visit Kansas4-H.org to learn more.
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opinion

Smart uses for your tax refund and/or stimulus 
check

Whether your tax fund 
is $500 or $3,500, it 
can mean a real im-

pact on your personal and finan-
cial well-being. Before you spend 
your refund on a big-screen TV 
or iPad, try to think through your 
options, even the ones that aren’t 
especially exciting or glamorous.

Consider three general rules:
• DO plan ahead before spend-

ing your refund. Without a plan, 
you may use the money on the 
first important that comes to 
mind and then later realize some-
thing else was more important. 
Planning ahead and involving the 
family increases the chances you 
will identify all the possibilities 
and think about which are most 
important.

• DO devote a portion of your 
tax refund to build long-term fi-
nancial security.

• DON’T throw away of your 
refund on loan fees — “quick re-
fund” companies are just giving 
you a high-cost loan!

Here are four smart uses for 

your money:
Pay off bills
• First priority regular monthly 

bills (utilities, 
phone) if you 
have gotten be-
hind.

• Other bills 
prioritized with 
the highest in-
terest rates paid 
off first.

• Save for 
needs in the 
coming year:

• Emergency funds: try to 
have enough to cover a couple of 
months should you have an emer-
gency, such as medical expenses 
or car repair, or you lose your job.

• Occasional expenses: avoid big 
bills, such as holiday spending, by 
building savings now!

Long-term Savings
• Save for goals such as a dream 

vacation, home or retirement.
• Small amounts add up. Put-

ting $500 a year into an IRA can 
yield $68,100 after 30 years.

• Moderate-income workers 
contributing to retirement ac-
counts may quality for Tax credit.

Special Pur-
chases

• Once you 
have taken care 
of the basics, 
consider that 
new refrigera-
tor, sofa or TV.

• These may 
be essential or 
can be delayed 

until you have saved for that spe-
cific item.

Building a Yearlong Habit!
• Making good use of your tax 

refund and/or stimulus check feels 
great. You can experience that 
same sense of accomplishment 
all-year-round!

A tax refund or stimulus check 
is not your only opportunity to 
make financial progress toward 
your goals. Every week you have 
opportunities to improve your 
financial well-being.

If you don’t think you can come 

up with any extra money each 
month, look again. You may be 
able to plug a few spending leaks 
and “find” some money!

Once you’ve found some extra 
funds, you can use that money to:

• Keep bills paid up
• Pay off debt early
• Build financial security
• Keep saving — whether you’re 

saving for retirement, college or 
something else, even a little bit 
makes a difference.

Do you find yourself in a yearly 
cycle? Do you receive a tax refund 
and/or stimulus check, catch up, 
then get more and more behind 
throughout the year until next tax 
season? Here are two options to 
consider:

• Put more in your paycheck 
by changing your withholding 
(form W-4) and claiming more 
exemptions.

• If you qualify for the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, you can re-
quest to receive part of it through-
out the year (request form W-5 
from your employer).

Corn/Soybean inputs: sugar

As planting season ap-
proaches, all of the de-
cisions we make to pro-

duce a bumper crop get put in to 
motion. Some of those decisions 
can impact yields in a big way – 
hybrid/variety selection come to 
mind. Others may be little things 
we try to coax that last little bit 
of yield out of a corn or soybean 
crop. One “little thing” tried over 
time has been foliar applications 
of sugar. 

Numerous studies have been 
conducted looking at sugar ap-
plications in field crops with 
mixed results. Studies at Ohio 
State showed no yield response in 
corn or soybeans. A group of field 
research studies in soybeans that 
included sites Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana and Minnesota looked at 
four different sugar sources, none 
of which yielded a significant yield 
response.

University of Nebraska’s work 
on corn and soybeans showed in-
consistent yield response results, 
but some years suggest some yield 
responses. They also looked at 
stalk strength benefits from sugar 
applications. Again, results were 
inconsistent but generally not sig-

nificant.
Should sugar applications be 

ruled out completely? Maybe not, 
but research 
would suggest 
it likely won’t 
be a significant 
yield-enhanc-
ing addition 
to spray mix-
es and likely 
won’t warrant 
standalone ap-
plications. For 
links to these studies, see the 
Weekly News Articles section of 
the Crops and Soils tab at www.
meadowlark.k-state.edu.

Tree planting rules
One of the more impressive 

displays at most garden centers 
is their selection of trees. If such 
a display has encouraged a tree-
planting project, consider these 
tips for the best success.

Start with the right tree. Too 
many selections end up with un-
wanted fruit production or dis-
ease/insect pressures you never 
thought of. Check out our recom-
mended plants resource: http://
hnr.k-state.edu/extension/info-

center/recommended-plants/index.
html. If your garden store has its 
own nurseryman, they are a great 

source of infor-
mation as well.

Keep trees 
wel l-watered 
and in a shady 
location prior 
to plant ing. 
Never remove 
by grabbing 
the trunk. Al-
ways lift by the 

root ball or pot. If there are wires/
labels/cords on the tree that can 
cause girdling, remove them. Fi-
nally, remove just enough soil to 
locate the root flare.

A properly sized hole is im-
portant. Dig holes deep enough 
so trees sit slightly above nursery 
level on solid ground (not fill dirt). 
Planting width should be three 
times the width of the root ball, 
with soil loosened to five times 
the root ball diameter for faster 
root spreading.

Once the hole is in place, re-
move all containers as best you 
can. Some wire baskets can’t be 
removed and should be cut back 
as much as possible and rolled 

in to the hole. If roots have been 
circling in the container, cut and 
fluff them out, so they do not re-
sult in girdling later.

Backfill the hole with the same 
soil you removed. No amend-
ments or fertilizer are necessary. 
Add water as you fill to ensure 
good root to soil contact and pre-
vent air pockets.

Tree leaf buds release hormones 
that encourage root growth. To 
encourage as much root growth as 
possible, don’t cut back branches 
after planting unless they are rub-
bing or damaged.

Water deeply then once a week 
for the first season — if we don’t 
get enough rain. Mulching will 
help with water retention — and 
reduce competition — when 
added to a depth of two to four 
inches. It should cover an area two 
to three times the diameter of the 
root ball.

Don’t stake the tree unless ab-
solutely necessary. Unstaked trees 
tend to establish more quickly 
and grow faster if they are not 
staked. Movement is necessary 
to strengthen the trunk.

Reboot for the dummy 
calf

We’ve all had them, the 
seemingly perfect-
looking calf that is 

too “dumb” to 
nurse. There’s 
nothing more 
f r u s t r a t i n g 
than to get 
these critters 
to want to live. 
As they test 
your patience, 
I’ve heard my-
self say, “ just 
die then.” Of course, you can’t let 
that happen.

Sometimes these “dummy” 
calves are clumsy, lethargic and 
just weak. Many times they are the 
result of a traumatic birth or C-
section. Many times they require 
tube feeding, which is never ideal. 
It seems like once they have an 
esophageal feeding tube feeding, 
they get even less likely to nurse.

As it turns out, there may be 
a simple, low-cost and effective 
way to help them. The “Madigan 
Squeeze Technique” was devel-
oped by Dr. John Madigan, a 
veterinary professor and equine 
neonatal health expert at the 
University of California-Davis. 
This technique was developed 
for “dummy” foals as part of his 
research.

Madigan’s theory is that when 
animals travel through the birth 
canal, it causes them a surge of 
hormones that shut down seda-
tive neurosteroids that keep them 
calm in the womb. Because they 
are prey species, it’s important for 
horses and cattle to make a quick 
switch to consciousness so that 

they can run from prey, within a 
few hours of birth.

The squeeze through the birth 
canal is thought 
to help f lip a 
bio chem ic a l 
“on switch ” 
that helps the 
calf transition 
quickly from 
sleep-like state 
in the womb to 
being alert and 
ready to f lee. 

If, for some reason, this transi-
tion does not occur, the calf can 
remain quiet, depressed and de-
tached.

So the technique uses a long, 
soft rope with three loops around 
the calf ’s chest. Once you’ve pulled 
on the rope to create pressure, the 
calf should lie down and get sort 
of sleepy. Keep them in this posi-
tion for 20 minutes. Then, remove 
the rope and help them to stand.

The Madigan squeeze may not 
save every calf, and it may need to 
be repeated several times through-
out the first few days of life. It’s 
just another tool in the toolbox 
that won’t cost you anything to 
try!

I did try this technique, my own 
version at least. This calf was a 
normal delivery but a very quick 
delivery. The calf showed no inter-
est in nursing. After fussing with 
the calf, my mother’s udder was 
less than ideal. I tried the tech-
nique. I’m happy to report that 
the calf is nursing on his own 
now with no assistance. Was it the 
technique that saved him? I’m not 
sure, but glad that it’s over with.

Crabgrass preventer

In many landscapes, crab-
grass is considered an “op-
portunistic” plant. Given 

the chance to 
take over thin 
or bare lawns, 
it is a more-
than-wi l l ing 
intruder.

C r a b g r a s s 
typically grows 
in ungainly 
clumps, crowd-
ing out more 
desirable and aesthetically pleas-
ing grasses like the fescues, Ber-
muda and zoysia.

Ward Upham, a K-State Re-
search and Extension specialist 
in horticulture, said the best time 
to rid home lawns of crabgrass is 
mid- to late-April, “though early 
April would be more appropriate 
for southern Kansas,” he said.

“For most of Kansas, crabgrass 
typically begins to germinate 
around May 1 or a little later,” Up-
ham said. “April 15 is normally a 
good target date for applying pre-
venter for most of Kansas because 
it gives active ingredients time to 
evenly disperse in the soil before 
crabgrass germination starts.”

Crabgrass preventers, he added, 
are just as their name suggests – 
they prevent the young plant from 
emerging.

“With few exceptions, they have 
no effect on existing crabgrass 

plants, so they must be applied 
before germination,” Upham said.

Most crabgrass preventers are 
ineffective after 
60 days, Upham 
noted, so apply-
ing the product 
at the right time 
is important.

“You c a n 
base t iming 
of your appli-
cation on the 
bloom of orna-

mental plants, such as the Eastern 
Redbud tree,” Upham said. “When 
the trees in your area reach full 
bloom, apply crabgrass preventer. 
This practice is better than using 
a calendar date as it compensates 
for location and whether we have 
an early spring.”

Depending on the product 
used, a follow-up application may 
be needed. Dimension and Bar-
ricade are the only two products 
that give season-long control of 
crabgrass from a single applica-
tion, and in fact, can be applied 
earlier than April 15, according 
to Upham.

“We recommend crabgrass pre-
venters be applied before fertilizer 
so that the grass isn’t encouraged 
to put on too much growth too 
early,” Upham said. “However, it 
may be difficult to find products 
that contain pre-emergents with-
out fertilizer.

Comforter and bedding cleaning

After a long day, the feel-
ing of a cozy bed is so 
satisfying. But over time, 

sweat, body oil and allergens like 
dust mites can start to build up. 
The American Cleaning Institute® 
recommends these steps to keep 
your bedding clean and comfort-
able.

Bed sheets and pillowcases 
should be washed at least every 
two weeks. If you sweat a lot at 
night or are more sensitive to dust, 
once a week is recommended.

While most sheets and pillow-
cases can be machine washed, 
some specialty fabrics may require 
specific cleaning considerations, 
so always check the fabric care 
label first. Wash then air dry or 
tumble dry.

Even with pillowcases, pil-
lows can still harbor dead skin 

and allergens. To keep pillows at 
their best, wash them every three 
months.

Most pillows 
can be cleaned 
in the wash-
ing machine, 
but again, you 
should always 
read the label 
first in case the 
pillows require 
special care. 
Foam pillows, 
for example, often can’t be ma-
chine washed because the agita-
tion may break up the padding. 
In this case, if the pillows have 
removable covers, the covers can 
be washed according to the in-
structions on the label.

Generally, pillows can be ma-
chine washed on a gentle cycle. 

Washing two pillows at a time can 
help keep the washer balanced.

If the label instructions say it’s 
safe to do so, 
you can ma-
chine dry the 
pillows. Add-
ing a few tennis 
balls or periodi-
cally removing 
the pillows and 
f luffing them 
can help pre-
vent clumping 

and promote even drying.
Blankets, including the weight-

ed kind, and comforters should 
be washed monthly. If there’s a 
removable cover, then you can 
wash the cover monthly and get 
away with washing the blanket 
itself two to four times a year.

Always read the label and follow 

the instructions. Usually, blankets 
and comforters can be machine 
washed on a gentle cycle. The ca-
pacity of your washer will deter-
mine whether this can be done at 
home or if you’ll need to go to a 
laundromat.

Then machine dry on low heat 
or lay f lat to air dry. Putting a 
towel in the dryer can help the 
blanket or comforter dry more 
evenly. You can also periodically 
stop the dryer to fluff the blanket 
or comforter a few times.

If there’s a stain, pre-treat it 
with a stain remover before wash-
ing and check to make sure it’s en-
tirely gone before machine drying. 
Also, make sure the comforter is 
fully dry before using or storing 
it so it doesn’t become susceptible 
to mildew. Use multiple low heat 
cycles if necessary.

COLUMNS

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha 
Herald or its staff.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Fenceline
BY: JODY 
HOLTHAUS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT AGENT

Family 
Life
BY: NANCY NELSON
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION



sabethaherald.com | The Sabetha Herald | March 31, 2021 3

sports&school
PERU STATE COLLEGE 

Emily Meyer competes 
on bowling team

SUBMITTED

After the first day of the Leath-
erneck Classic being held in Bet-
tendorf, Iowa, the Peru State 
women’s bowling team was 24th 
out of 25 teams. The Classic was 
held at the High Five Bowl.

The Leatherneck Classic fea-
tures all level of competition from 
NCAA DI to the NAIA. Wichita 
State University was the team 
leader after the first day with a 
pin total of 6,061. The first day 
consisted of six individual games 
with five members on a team. The 
Shockers were one of several top 
bowling teams competing.

The other team finishes after 
Saturday were as follows: second, 
Mount Mercy, Iowa, 5,887; third, 
Newman, 5,771; fourth, Grand 
View, Iowa, 5,602; fifth, Calumet 
College of St. Joseph, Ill., 5,580; 
sixth, St. Francis, Ill., 5,573; sev-
enth, Ottawa, 5,498; eighth, St. 
Ambrose, Iowa, 5,484; ninth, 
Lindenwood, Mo., 5,469; 10th, 
Saint Xavier, Ind., 5,417; 11th, 
Judson, Ill., 5,380; 12th, William 
Penn, Iowa, 5,322; 13th, Midland, 
5,272; 14th, Clarke, Iowa, 5,154; 
15th, Iowa Central CC, 5,126; 
16th, Adrian, Ill., 5,063; 17th, 
Culver-Stockton, Mo., 4,995; 18th, 
Columbia, Mo., 4,964; 19th, Wal-
dorf, Iowa, 4,858; 20th, Missouri 
Baptist, 4,804; 21st, College of St. 
Mary, 4,770; 22nd, Coe, Iowa, 
4,648; 23rd, Davenport, Iowa, 
4,642; 24th, Peru State, 3,431; and 
25th, Kansas, 3,308.

Peru State bowled one short 
and will finish the season that 
way as the other member of their 
team has joined her main sport 
– softball – for the remainder of 
the season.

McKinley Cross of Buhler led 
the Bobcat bowlers as she finished 
the six games with a total of 929 
pins averaging 154.83. Cross’s best 
game was a 184. Kassidy Haber-
man of Sioux Falls, S.D. was next 
on the team with a total of 897 
averaging 149.5. Haberman’s top 
game was a 191.

Continuing to show improve-
ment since joining the team was 
Emily Meyer of Sabetha who had a 
total of 835. Meyer’s top game was 
a 162 as she averaged 139.17. Also 
showing improvement was Alena 
Montoya of Lakewood, Colo., who 
had a six-game total of 770 averag-
ing 128.33. Montoya’s best game 
was a 156.

FIVE SEASONS CLASSIC
The Peru State women’s bowling 

team was 13th after the qualifying 
round in the Five Seasons Classic 
being held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
on Saturday, March 27.

Mount Mercy, Iowa, was the 
team leader with 4,913 pins head-
ing into Sunday’s Baker rounds.

The other placings after the 
qualifying day were: second, St. 
Ambrose, Iowa, 4,844; third, 
Clarke, Iowa, 4,729; fourth, 
Lindenwood, Mo., 4,613; fifth, 
Hawkeye CC, Iowa, 4,428; sixth, 
Missouri Baptist, 4,308; seventh, 
College of St. Mary, 4,259; eighth, 
Waldorf ,Iowa, 4,256; ninth, Iowa 
Western CC, 4,197; 10th, Iowa 
Central CC – 4,108; 11th, Culver-
Stockton, Mo., 4,088; 12th, Coe, 
Iowa, 3,793; and 13th, Peru State, 
3,031.

As has been the case for the 
latter half of the spring season, 
the Bobcat women have been one 
bowler short as the fifth bowler 
is a member of the softball team 
which is currently in season.

McKinley Cross of Wichita, was 
Peru State’s top finisher as she was 
27th with a five-game total of 910. 
Cross rolled games of 205, 196, 
165, 190 and 154.

Kassidy Haberman of Sioux 
Falls, S.D. finished 42nd with a 
total of 835. Haberman had games 
of 158, 159, 169, 172 and 177.

Emily Meyer of Sabetha was 
52nd with her season best total 
of 765. Meyer rolled games of 169, 
144, 155, 160 and 137.

Alena Montoya of Lakewood, 
Colo., was 78th with a total of 
621. Montoya had games of 78, 
116, 125, 107 and 95.

WESTERN GOVERNORS UNIVERSITY

Grant funding available through ‘Fund My 
Classroom’ initiative

SUBMITTED

To show appreciation for area 
K-12 educators who have been 
forced to adapt to new styles of 
teaching throughout the pandem-
ic, Western Governors University 
(WGU) is pledging to award up to 
$125,000 in grant money to K-12 
teachers who need help funding 
their innovative classroom proj-
ects as part of the nonprofit uni-
versity’s “Fund My Classroom” 
initiative.

Teachers can submit proposed 
projects online at www.wgu.edu/
fundmyclassroom for the opportu-
nity to receive full or partial fund-
ing. Applications are being ac-
cepted through Sunday, April 18, 
and selected classroom projects 
will be announced during Teacher 
Appreciation Week, which runs 
Monday, May 3, through Friday, 
May 7.

K-12 educators can request 
funding for any type of innova-
tive classroom project they be-
lieve would provide an enriching 
classroom experience for their 
students – from books, supplies 
and equipment or technology to 
classroom experiences and field 
trips. To be considered, proposed 

projects must include a descrip-
tion, detailing how much funding 
is needed and how the proposed 
project will benefit students. Both 
public and private school teachers 
are encouraged to apply.

“Over the last year, we have seen 
just how dedicated our teachers 
are to ensuring our children re-
ceive an enriching and fulfill-
ing educational experience, and 
providing grant funding through 
this initiative to help make their 
classrooms more engaging for 
their students is just one way we 
can show our appreciation,” said 
Dr. Angie Besendorfer, Regional 
Vice President of Western Gover-
nors University. “I look forward to 
seeing the amazing projects our 
teachers have planned.”

WGU’s “Fund My Classroom” 
initiative was launched in Mis-
souri in 2019 and was expanded to 
include select counties in Kansas 
last year. This is the first year the 
grant initiative has been made 
available to teachers across the 
entire state of Kansas. In 2019, 
the nonprofit, fully online uni-
versity awarded $10,000 to 15 
schools across Missouri, and in 
2020, awarded a total of $15,000 to 
29 classroom projects in Missouri 

and parts of Kansas and Illinois. 
This year, the university was able 
to increase the funding for grants 
through this initiative to $125,000 
and hopes to fund dozens more 
projects throughout Kansas, Mis-
souri and Illinois.

Some previously funded teacher 
projects through WGU’s “Fund 
My Classroom Initiative” include 
the following: a small business in-
cubator - designed to promote en-
trepreneurship, real-world learn-
ing and 21st century skills - at Mill 
Creek Campus in Olathe; high-
quality paint supplies needed for 
local high school and elementary 
students to create a large outdoor 
mural at Sunflower Elementary 
School in Paola; training for two 
therapy dogs at Royal Heights 
Elementary in Joplin, Mo.; an ef-
fort to bring pedal exercisers to 
the library media center at Blades 
Elementary in St. Louis, Mo.; a 
3D printer at Frontier STEM High 
School in Kansas City, Mo.; and a 
Butterfly Garden at East Elemen-
tary in the Jerseyville Community 
School District in Jerseyville, Ill.

Anyone interested in nominat-
ing themselves, colleagues, family 
or friends can fill out the short 
application available at www.wgu.

edu/fundmyclassroom. Nominees 
must reside in Kansas, Missouri 
or Illinois.

ABOUT WGU
Established in 1997 by 19 United 

States governors with a mission to 
expand access to high-quality, af-
fordable higher education, online, 
nonprofit WGU now serves more 
than 131,000 students nationwide 
and has more than 217,000 gradu-
ates. Driving innovation as the na-
tion’s leading competency-based 
university, WGU has been recog-
nized by the White House, state 
leaders, employers, and students 
as a model that works in postsec-
ondary education. 

In just 24 years, the university 
has become a leading influence 
in the development of innovative 
workforce-focused approaches to 
education. WGU is accredited by 
the Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities, has 
been named one of Fast Compa-
ny’s Most Innovative Companies, 
and has been featured on NPR, 
NBC Nightly News, CNN, and in 
The New York Times. Learn more 
at www.wgu.edu.

GRADUATING SENIOR SALUTES2021 

The deadline to 
submit completed 
form and photo is 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2021.

2x3 $30

Congrats,  
Thomas!

The diploma you’ve 
worked so hard for 
is in your hands and 

so is your future!

We are proud of you! 
Grandma & Grandpa

sa
m

p
le

1x3 $15

The sky is  
the limit, Sara!

Love, Mom & Dad

sa
m

p
le

payment is required at time of submission.

// TO SUBMIT YOUR SENIOR SALUTE //
Email the required information to advertising@sabethaherald.com.
Complete the form and send/bring along with a childhood photo to:  
The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, 1024 Main St, Sabetha, KS 66534 

 
For questions, contact The Herald at 284-3300 or advertising@sabethaherald.com. 

OR

Senior Salutes accompany the area 2021 Graduates’ photos in the 
Graduation Special Section of The Sabetha Herald on May 12, 2021.


