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Corn foliar fungicide timing

T

he confirmation this
week of Southern Rust
in Georgia and Texas is
a good “kick start” towards at
least thinking about a disease
management in this year’s corn
crop. Commodity prices, current
stands and upcoming weather
all play roles in determining the
economic viability of disease prevention applications. Efficacy of
application does as well.
To provide an aid to the decision
making process, 400 studies were
conducted across the U.S. and
Canada (Ontario) in 2014/2015
to compare foliar fungicide applications at two commonly recommended growth stages – V6 and
tasseling. A two-pass program
combining both timings also was
included. Two interesting trends
emerged that might aid in the
decision making process on your
farm as we progress through the
growing season.
First, single applications at
tasseling resulted in greater yield

responses and a greater likelihood of profitability when compared to applications at the six
leaf stage. Two
pass fungicide
appl ic at ion s Crops &
also resulted
in greater yield Soils
responses than BY: DAVID
HALLAUER
at V6 alone.
MEADOWLARK
Second, fun- EXTENSION
g icides t hat DISTRICT
contained more
than a single
fungicide class increased yield
responses above single class fungicide applications. Single class
fungicides did not result in substantial yield responses over not
applying a fungicide treatment.
For full results, including yield
response levels to aid in determining whether commodity prices
and fungicide application costs
make a fungicide a profitable
choice, check the study out online at https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/resources/publications/

impact-of-foliar-fungicide-timing- plants for live bags that look like
and-fungicide-class-on-corn-yield- small cones, about the size of a
response-in-the-united-states-and- pencil lead.
ontario-canada.
Many insecticide products are
effective against bagworms. Read
Bagworms the label and look for bagworms
have
under pests controlled and then
hatched
the species you are spraying to
As of the first make sure it is safe.
week of June,
Thorough coverage of plant
the 2021 bag- foliage increases effectiveness.
worm hatch has That means timing sprays for
begun. If you application in the morning or
are going to be evening when larvae are most acimplementing a tive. It also means spraying ample
control program, now is the time volumes with good coverage of
to get ready. Insecticides should be the tree from top to bottom and
applied when bagworm larvae are from the outer branches to inner
an eighth to a quarter inch long. branches as well. Once bagworms
Scout now to see how far along the reach an inch or greater in length,
hatch on your ornamentals and thick bags won’t be penetrated by
windbreak trees have progressed. the insecticide and their feeding
Eggs will be hatching over sev- declines, further reducing pestieral weeks. With high numbers cide exposure.
seen by many last year, repeat apFor a product list, contact any
plications may be necessary. To Meadowlark Extension District
determine if additional insecticide office or email me at dhallaue@
applications are needed, check ksu.edu.

Tomato leaf-spot
diseases

T

his time of year, two
common leaf-spot diseases appear on tomato
plants. Septoria leaf spot and early
blight are both
characterized
by brown spots On the
on the leaves.
Septoria leaf Extension
spot usually ap- Line
pears earlier in BY: MATT YOUNG
the season than BROWN COUNTY
early blight and EXTENSION
produces small
d a rk s p ot s .
Spots made by early blight are
much larger and often have a distorted “target” pattern of concentric circles. Heavily infected leaves
eventually turn yellow and drop.
Older leaves are more susceptible
than younger ones, so these diseases often start at the bottom of
the plant and work up.
Mulching, caging or staking
keeps plants off the ground, making them less vulnerable. Better
air circulation allows foliage to
dry quicker than in plants allowed to sprawl. Mulching also
helps prevent water from splashing and carrying disease spores
to the plant.
In situations where these diseases have been a problem in the
past, rotation is a good strategy. It
is too late for that now, but keep
it in mind for next year. Actually,
rotation is a good idea even if you
have not had problems in the past.
But many gardens are too small
to make it practical. If you have
room, rotate the location of the

A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it!

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com

tomatoes each year to an area that
has not had tomatoes or related
crops — peppers, potatoes, eggplant — for several years.
If rotation
is not feasible,
fungicides are
often helpful.
Be sure to cover both upper
and lower leaf
surfaces, and
reapply fungicide if rainfall
remove s it .
Plants usually become susceptible
when the tomato fruit is about the
size of a walnut. Chlorothalonil is
a good choice for fruiting plants
because it has a zero-day waiting
period, meaning that fruit can be
harvested once the spray is dry.
Chlorothalonil can be found
in numerous products including Fertilome Broad-Spectrum
Landscape and Garden Fungicide,
Ortho Garden Disease Control,
GardenTech Daconil and others.
Be sure to start protecting plants
when the disease is first seen. It is
virtually impossible to control this
disease on heavily infected plants.
If chlorothalonil doesn’t seem
to be effective, try mancozeb —
Bonide Mancozeb Flowable. Note
that there is a five-day waiting
period between application and
when the fruit can be harvested.
You may wish to pick some tomatoes green just before you spray
if you use Mancozeb as the tomato
fruit will ripen inside.

