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USDA to provide
assistance to
livestock producers
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the
pandemic due to insufficient access to processing can apply for
assistance for those losses and the
cost of depopulation and disposal
of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Secretary Vilsack announced the
Pandemic Livestock Indemnity
Program (PLIP) in (recorded)
remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin
Dells, Wis. The announcement
is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.
Livestock and poultry producers
can apply for assistance through
USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of
livestock or poultry depopulated
from March 1, 2020, through Dec.
26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the
pandemic. PLIP payments will
be based on 80 percent of the fair
market value of the livestock and
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the
animal. Eligible livestock and
poultry include swine, chickens
and turkeys, but pork producers
are expected to be the primary
recipients of the assistance.
“Throughout the pandemic, we
learned very quickly the importance and vulnerability of the supply chain to our food supply,” said
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack.
“Many livestock producers had
to make the unfortunate decision
to depopulate their livestock inventory when there simply was no
other option. This targeted assistance will help livestock and poultry producers that were among
the hardest hit by the pandemic
alleviate some financial burden
from these losses.”

ADDITIONAL
ASSISTANCE PLANNED

The previous administration
proposed pandemic assistance using flat rates across the industry,
which does not take into account
the different levels of harm felt by
different producers. Pork industry
supported analysis projected that
disruptions in processing capacity
in the pork supply chain create a
situation with small hog producers and especially those that sell
on the spot market or negotiate
prices, bear a disproportionate
share of losses.
USDA has examined the difference between the negotiated
prices for hogs and the five-year
average and documented a significant drop during April through
September of 2020 due to the
pandemic. USDA has set aside
up to $50 million in pandemic
assistance funds to provide additional assistance for small hog
producers that use the spot market or negotiate prices. Details on
the additional targeted assistance
are expected to be available this
summer.

PLIP PROGRAM
DETAILS

Eligible livestock must have
been depopulated from March 1,
2020, through Dec. 26, 2020, due
to insufficient processing access as
a result of the pandemic. Livestock
must have been physically located
in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S.
at the time of depopulation.
Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities
who, as of the day the eligible
livestock was depopulated, had
legal ownership of the livestock.
Packers, live poultry dealers and

contract growers are not eligible
for PLIP.
PLIP payments compensate
participants for 80 percent of
both the loss of the eligible livestock or poultry and for the cost
of depopulation and disposal
based on a single payment rate
per head. PLIP payments will
be calculated by multiplying the
number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the payment
rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments
the eligible livestock or poultry
owner has received for disposal
of the livestock or poultry under
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) or a state program.
The payments also will be reduced by any Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program — CFAP 1
and 2 — payments paid on the
same inventory of swine that were
depopulated.
There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on
PLIP payments. To be eligible for
payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted
gross income (AGI) of less than
$900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017
and 2018.

And the winners are...

Edelmans Home Center wins first place for its float in the Northeast Kansas
Rodeo Parade on Saturday, July 17.
		
Submitted

Kansas Insurance wins second place for its
float in the Northeast Kansas Rodeo Parade
on Saturday, July 17.
Submitted

APPLYING FOR
ASSISTANCE

Eligible livestock and poultry
producers can apply for PLIP
starting July 20, 2021, by completing the FSA-620, Pandemic
Livestock Indemnity Program
application, and submitting it to
any FSA county office. Additional
documentation may be required.
Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy
of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on
how to apply.
Applications can be submitted
to the FSA office at any USDA
Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery or via
electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.
gov/service-locator. Livestock and
poultry producers also can call
877-508-8364 to speak directly
with a USDA employee ready to
offer assistance.
As USDA looks to long-term
solutions to build back a better
food system, the Department is
committed to delivering financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers
and businesses who have been
impacted by COVID-19 market
disruptions. Since USDA rolled
out the Pandemic Assistance initiative in March, the Department
has announced over $7 billion in
assistance to producers and agriculture entities. For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/
pandemic-assistance.
USDA touches the lives of all
Americans each day in so many
positive ways. In the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system
with a greater focus on more
resilient local and regional food
production, fairer markets for
all producers, ensuring access
to healthy and nutritious food in
all communities, building new
markets and streams of income
for farmers and producers using
climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and
clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to
equity across the Department by
removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn
more, visit www.usda.gov.

Sabetha Legion Auxiliary wins third place for its float in
the Northeast Kansas Rodeo Parade Saturday, July 17.
					 Submitted

Kansas Insurance wins second place for its float in the Northeast
Kansas Rodeo Parade on Saturday, July 17.
Submitted

GRANT

Non-profits encouraged to apply for grants
Non-profit organizations in
Kansas may be eligible for grants
from the Kansas Bar Foundation
(KBF) from its IOLTA (Interest on
Lawyer Trust Accounts) program.
IOLTA distributes approximately
$100,000 each year to organizations that support law-related educational projects and programs
that support access to justice for
low-income Kansans.
Eligible groups can apply for
2022 grants in the areas of Civil
Legal Services, Law-Related Education and Administration of
Justice by visiting www.ksbar.org/
mpage/kbf-grants. The deadline for

2022 proposals is Sept. 3, 2021; recipients will be notified in late fall.
Past IOLTA grant recipient,
Julie Grabbe, an attorney from
Hays, described how the funding
has benefited her organization.
“We want to express our heartfelt thanks to the Board of Trustees for the generous grant so that
we may provide these services and
be part of the solution. We believe
with your assistance we can effect the change that is necessary to
help tip the scales of justice back
into balance. Without equality,
true justice cannot exist, and true
justice is necessary for a thriving

successful society,” she said.
Individual client legal trust
accounts are often such a small
amount or held for such a short
period of time that any interest
generated would be less than the
cost to set up and administer the
account. Upon the creation of the
IOLTA program in 1984, the KBF
and Kansas bankers can now pool
the interest from these accounts
together to generate significant
revenue for law-related charitable
projects. A list of KBF bank partners can be found here: www.ksbar.org/mpage/IOLTA-institutions.
For more than 60 years, the KBF

has funded opportunities for the
citizens of Kansas for charitable
and educational projects that
foster the welfare, honor and integrity of the legal system by improving its accessibility, equality
and uniformity, and by enhancing the public opinion of the role
of lawyers in our society. It has
awarded more than $4 million in
IOLTA grants since 1984 for lawrelated educational programs and
to provide legal services to those
who cannot afford them. For more
information about the KBF, visit
www.ksbar.org/kbf.
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USDA announces dates for Conservation Reserve
Program Grasslands signup
Submitted
Agricultural producers and
landowners in Kansas can apply
for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup
from today until Aug. 20. This
year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated signup
options to provide greater incentives for producers and increased
the program’s conservation and
climate benefits, including setting
a minimum rental rate and identifying two national priority zones.
The CRP Grassland signup is
competitive, and USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) will provide for annual rental payments
for land devoted to conservation
purposes.
“USDA is excited to roll out our
new and improved CRP Grasslands signup,” said Charles Pettijohn, Acting State Executive Director for FSA in Kansas. “USDA
is providing a bigger return on
investment in terms of protecting natural resource benefits. The
Grasslands signup is just one of
the many tools available through
CRP to help protect our nation’s
working lands.”

grassland, including rangeland,
and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the
areas as working grazing lands.
Protecting grasslands contributes
positively to the economy of many
regions, provides biodiversity of
plant and animal populations,
and provides important carbon
sequestration benefits.
FSA has updated the Grasslands
Signup to establish a minimum
rental rate of $15 per acre, which
will benefit 1,300 counties.
To focus on important wildlife
corridors, FSA also identified National Grassland Priority Zones,
providing extra incentives to producers for enrolling grasslands in
important migratory corridors
and environmentally sensitive
areas – the Greater Yellowstone
Elk Migration Corridor and the
Severe Wind Erosion – Dust Bowl
Zone. Counties within these two
zones get extra ranking points as
well as $5 added to their rental
rate. The CRP Grasslands Ranking Factors fact sheet has additional information.

HOW TO SIGN UP

To enroll in the CRP Grasslands
signup, producers and landowners
CRP Grasslands helps Kansas should contact USDA by the Aug.
landowners and operators protect 20 deadline. Service Center staff

GRASSLANDS SIGNUP

continue to work with agricultural
producers via phone, email, and
other digital tools. Because of the
pandemic, some USDA Service
Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center
to set up an in-person or phone
appointment. Additionally, more
information related to USDA’s
response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/
coronavirus.

MORE INFORMATION
ON CRP

Signed into law in 1985, CRP
is one of the largest voluntary
private-lands conservation programs in the United States. It was
originally intended to primarily
control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices
by taking marginal lands out of
production. The program has
evolved over the years, providing
many conservation and economic
benefits. The program marked its
35-year anniversary this past December.
Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged
in a whole-of-government effort
to combat the climate crisis and
conserve and protect our nation’s
lands, biodiversity, and natural
resources, including our soil,

air and water. Through conservation practices, USDA aims to
enhance economic growth and
create new streams of income
for farmers, ranchers, producers
and private foresters. Successfully
meeting these challenges will require USDA and our agencies to
pursue a coordinated approach
alongside USDA stakeholders,
including state, local, and tribal
governments.
USDA touches the lives of all
Americans each day in so many
positive ways. In the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system
with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to healthy
and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets
and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate
smart food and forestry practices,
making historic investments in
infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and
committing to equity across the
Department by removing systemic
barriers and building a workforce
more representative of America.
To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

