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BROWN COUNTY FREE FAIR

Fair results are released
HERALD REPORT

The Brown County Fair — 
which ran from July 8 through 16 
— is completed for 2021. The an-
nual fair provides the opportunity 
for local 4-H members to show off 
the projects they have been work-
ing on throughout the year.

Results from the fair for the 
Fairview Willing Workers and 
Morrill Tip-Top are as follows:

FAIRVIEW WILLING 
WORKERS

Aden Grathwohl
Blue: Class 4 Simmental Heifer, 

Class 5 Shorthorn Heifer, Class 8 
AOB Heifer, Class 8 Maintainer 
Steer, Jr. Showmanship A, Breed-
ing Gilts Class 2, Market Hogs 
Class 6, Jr. Showmanship;

Other: Champion Simmental 
Heifer, Champion AOB Heifer, 
Champion Maintainer Steer, 
Champion Shorthorn Heifer, 
Top Home Raised Heifer, Su-
preme Heifer, Jr. Reserve Champ 
Showman - Beef, Round Robin Jr. 
Showman;

Aden Geisendorf
Purple: Woodworking Furni-

ture, Woodworking;
Blue: Class 7 AOB Steer, Sr. 

Showmanship - Champion, 
Wooden Die Pencil Holder;

Alise Reschke
Purple: Pretzel Mix;
Blue: Class 10 Market Heifer, 

Jr. Showmanship B, String Art, 
Tie Dye Shirt, Triple Chocolate 
Cookies, Pumpkin Muffins;

Other: Grand Champion Steer, 
Champion Market Heifer;

Annika Reschke
Purple: Pumpkin Bread;
Blue: Class 4 Shorthorn Steer, 

Jr. Showmanship A, Christmas R, 
Can Lid Pumpkin, Blond Brown-
ies, Good Bread Everytime;

Other: Champion Shorthorn 
Steer;

Avery Baumgartner
Purple: Wood Burning, Pen-

cil Drawing, Navy Metallic 
Prom Dress, Place Setting, Twix 
Thumbprint Cookies, Cinnamon 
Rolls;

Blue: Paint Sample Calendar, 
Sr. Buymanship Revue, Cream 
Cheese Mints, Dutch Apple Pie;

Red: Yellow Orange, Sabetha 
Lake, Raindrop, B/W Mexican 
Jungle;

Ben Geisendorf
Blue: Class 7 AOB Steer, Jr. 

Showmanship C, Tie Dye Shirt, 
Pokemon Button Picture, Hydro-
lic Hand;

Red: Lego Thanos;
Brody Grathwohl
Blue: Class 6 Shorthorn Plus 

Heifer, Class 5 Shorthorn Plus 
Steer, Jr. Showmanship B, Halter, 
Walk and Trot Pleasure - Champi-
on, Breeding Gilts Class 2 - Cham-
pion, Market Hogs Class 5, Market 
Hogs Class 6 - Grand Champ, Pee 
Wee Showmanship;

Red: Jr. Showmanship, Jr. Bar-
rels, Jr. Flag Race, Jr. Poles;

Other: Champion Shorthorn 
Plus Heifer, Jr. Champion Show-
manship - Beef, Champion Short-

horn Plus Steer;
Crayton Lanter
Blue: Chocolate Chip Cookies;
Red: Breeding Class 1, Jr. Show-

manship;
Eli Geisendorf
Blue: Class 5 Shorthorn Plus 

Steer, Jr. Showmanship A, Sr. 
Showmanship, Standard Breeds - 
Bantams Young, Standard Breeds 
- Large Fowl - Young, Tie Dye 
Shirt, Robotic Crib;

Red: Standard Breeds - Large 
Fowl - Young;

Flint Lowdermilk
Purple: Brome;
Blue: Market Lamb, Jr. Sheep 

Showmanship, Market Hogs Class 
3, Pee Wee Showmanship;

Red: Alfalfa;
Huck Lowdermilk
Purple: Jr. Sheep Showmanship;
Blue: Bucket Calf 7-9, Show-

manship 7-12, Breeding Ewe, 
Market Hogs Class 4;

Red: Pee Wee Showmanship;
Jackson Meyer
Blue: Spring Winter, Pokemon 

Squirtle, Old Pikachu;
Red: Oma’s Flowers, Pidgeon, 

UFO, Ferocious Cat, Moo School;
Jacob Rieger
Purple: 3-6 Month Old Doe, 

Market - Reserve Champion, 
Breeding Ewe, Best Three Sheep;

Blue: Class 9A Light Weight 
Crossbred Steer, Sr. Showmanship, 
Market, Sr. Showmanship, Mar-
ket Lamb, Market Lamb, Market 
Hogs Class 2, Class 7 AOB Steer;

Red: Breeding Class 1, Market 
Hogs Class 2, Sr. Showmanship;

Other: Reserve Champion Mar-
ket Goat, Sr. Sheep Showmanship 
(2nd), Sheep Sr. Reserve Cham-
pion Showman;

Jenna Geisendorf
Purple: Tie Dye Shirt, Dream 

Catcher, Place Setting, Peanut 
Butter Balls, Chocolate Chip 
Cookies;

Blue: Class 3 Simmental Steer, 
Jr. Showmanship B, Fleece Tie 
Blanket;

Red: Normal Colored Fur;
White: Dutch Sr. Buck;
Joey Meyer
Purple: Trinket Box, Maui Sun-

set, Woodworking Furniture, Yel-
low Squash;

Blue: Walnut Fish Sign, Squash, 
Beets;

Red: Sea Turtle, Yellow Onions;
Kodi Miller
Blue: Class 2 Angus Steer - Re-

serve Champ, Class 3 Simmen-
tal Steer, Class 10 Market Heifer, 
Market Hogs Class 1, Market 
Hogs Class 1, Market Hogs Class 
3, Sr. Showmanship;

Red: Sr. Showmanship, Breed-
ing Gilts Class 2;

Other: Reserve Champion 
Market Heifer, Champion An-
gus Steer;

Malachi Maas
Purple: Market, Jr. Showman-

ship, Dual Purpose Hen - Pen of 
Three;

Blue: Market, Jr. Showman-
ship, Dual Purpose Hen - Pen 
of Three, Breeding Ewe, Market 
Lamb, Jr. Sheep Showmanship, 
Market Hogs Class 5, Pee Wee 
Showmanship;

Red: Breeding Class 1;
Other: Goat Champion Rate of 

Gain;
Olivia Baumgartner
Purple: Cherry Pie, Cheesecake 

Caramel Bars, Red Velvet Brown-
ies, Center of a Flower;

Blue: Rope Bowl, Popsicle Stick 
Shelf, Place Setting;

Red: Pottery, Flower, B/W Cat;
Raegan Kerl
Blue: Standard Breeds - Large 

Fowl - Old;
Red: Jr. Showmanship, Standard 

Breeds - Large Fowl - Old;
Raelynn Lanter
Blue: Bucket Calf 10-12, Show-

manship 7-12, Standard Breeds - 
Bantams Young, Chocolate Chip 
Cookies;

Red: Market Hogs Class 6, Jr. 
Showmanship, Sugar Cookies, 
Little Blessings, Cousins;

Reid Reschke
Blue: Class 10 Market Heifer, 

Jr. Showmanship C, Bucket Calf 
7-9, Showmanship 7-12, Tie Dye 
Shirt, Marshmallow Shooter, Sug-
ar Cookies, Corn Muffins;

Red: Class 1 2nd Year Bucket 
Calves;

Fairview Willing Workers 4-H 
Club

Blue: Banners (5th).

MORRILL TIP-TOP
Alton Hartter
Blue: Red Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Perennials;
Red: Green Peppers, Zucchini;
Bristol Menold
Purple: 24-inch Gum Drop Pil-

low, Applesauce Cookies;
Blue: Weaving Baskets, Refur-

bished Chair, Sewing Kit, Apple 
Cake;

Caden McNerney
Purple: Heavenly Caramel Pie, 

Rocketry;
Blue: Racetracker Garage, Po-

lice Station, Sugar Cookies, Do-
nuts, Rocket From Kit 5-13;

Red: Tie Dye Shirts, Sand Art;
Carson McNerney
Purple: Chex Muddy Buddies;
Blue: Tie Dye Shirt;
Red: Duplo Boat;
Charlee Ploeger
Purple: Stitched Rainbow, 

Recipe File, My Plate Poster, Dirt 
Cake, Banana Salad, Brownies, 
Snack Mix;

Blue: Bucket Calf 7-9, Show-

Jake Rieger helps his nephew Stetson Toews in Sheep Peewee 
Showmanship at the Brown County Fair.         Submitted

The Fairview Willing Workers 4-H Club stands by their float at the Brown County Fair.                             Submitted

Charlee Ploeger has her crafts judged at the Brown County Fair.
Submitted

Kenzie Ploeger does a demonstration on fruit smoothies at the 
Brown County Fair.          Submitted
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manship 7-12, Wood Flag Rain-
bow, Picture Frame, Unicorn, 
Place Setting, Fruit Salad, Muf-
fins;

Dylan McNerney
Purple: Rocketry, Woodworking 

Furniture, Woodworking;
Blue: Tie Dye Shirt, Lego Phone 

Tower, Cinnamon Rolls, Crusty 
Bread, Rocket From Kit 5-13;

Red: Painting;
Elsie Ploeger
Purple: Breeding Ewe, Fruit 

Pizza Cookies, Strawberry Pretzel 
Salad, Sourdough Chocolate Chip 
Cookies, Brownie Nut Cookies, 
Two-Hour No Knead Bread;

Blue: Breeding Ewe, Breeding 
Ewe, Market Lamb - Reserve 
Champion, Best Three Sheep, 
Jr. Sheep Showmanship, Painted 
Rocks, Diamond Art, Painting, 
Sourdough Blueberry Muffins, 
Cake Batter Puppy Chow, Easy 
Crusty Artisan Bread, Soft Honey 
Oat Bread, Popcorn;

Red: Felt Flowers;
Other: Sheep Reserve Cham-

pion Market Lamb;
Estie Grimm
Purple: Bucket Calf 7-9, Show-

manship 7-12, Jr. Showmanship 
- Champion, Dairy Jr. Showman-
ship - Champion, Jr. Showman-
ship, Jr. Showmanship 7-9, Breed-
ing Ewe, Breeding Ewe, Market 
Lamb, Jr. Sheep Showmanship 
- Champion, Shepherds Lead, 
Etched Glasses, Crochet Doily, 
Crochet Doily, Apron (2), Buy-
manship, Jr. Constructed Revue, 
Yellow Zucchini, Cauliflower, Jr. 
Presentation, Spaghetti Salad, Pea 
Salad, Pasta Salad, Peanut Butter 
Cookie, Cookbook, Sweet Spread, 
Fruit Preserve, Tomato Preserves, 
Pickles, Meats, Herbed Din-
ner Rolls, French Bread, Amish 
Sweet Bread, Sour Cream Chive 
Bread, Musical Inspiration, Breed-
ing Class 1, Market Hogs Class 2, 
Place Setting, Chickens;

Blue: Class 9A Light Weight 
Crossbred Steer, Class 10 Mar-
ket Heifer, Jr. Showmanship C, 
3-6 Month Old Doe, 6-9 Month 
Old Doe, Dairy Milker Over 
Two Years, Poultry Jr. Champion 

Showman, Dual Purpose Hen - 
Pen of Three, Dual Purpose Hen 
- Pen of Three, Dual Purpose 
Pullets - Pen, Dual Purpose Pul-
lets - Pen, Dual Purpose Pullets 
- Pen, Dual Purpose Pullets - Pen, 
Dual Purpose Pullets - Pen, Dual 
Purpose Pullets - Pen, Standard 
Breeds - Bantams Young, Hol-
and Lop Sr. Buck, Breeding Ewe, 
Breeding Ewe, Breeding Ewe, 
Breeding Ewe, Best Three Sheep, 
Box Fabric Covered, Jr. Girls’ Buy-
manship Revue, Brome, Yellow 
Onions, Red Potatoes, Red On-
ions, White Potatoes, Apricots, 
Perennial, Tiger Lily, Lily, Sweet 
Cherry Pie, Apricot Pie, Apple Pie, 
Gma’s Dinner Rolls, Feather Rolls, 
Parmesan Breadsticks, Hedgie, 
Pee Wee Showmanship;

Red: Dual Purpose Pullets - 
Pen, Dual Purpose Pullets - Pen, 
Normal Colored Fur, Alfalfa, 
Rose, Lily, Future, Sweet Country;

Other: Champion Showman 
Bucket Calf, Dairy Goat Jr. Show-
man Champion, Goat Jr. Cham-
pion Showman, Sheep Jr. Champ 
Showman, Sheep Top Home 
Raised Ewe, Shepherd’s Lead Par-
ticipant, Arts and Craft Exhibi-
tor Award, Top Exhibitor Family 
and Consumer Science, Champ 
Demonstrations Jr., Demonstra-
tion Exhibitor, Champion Spe-
cialty Breads and Rolls, Specialty 
Bread Champion, Jr. Champion 
Food Preservation;

Isaac Hartter
Purple: Zucchini, Herb Assort-

ment, Zucchini, Yellow Onions, 
Beets, Rocket From Kit 14-18;

Blue: Jalapeno, Banana Peppers, 
Green Beans, Red Potatoes, White 
Onions, Yukon Gold;

Red: Cucumbers, Perennial;
Other: Plant Science Horticul-

ture Exhibitor Award;
Kenzie Ploeger
Purple: Paint Pour, Intermediate 

Presentation, Smoothie, Pineapple 
Salad, Energy Bites, Recipe File, 
Reading;

Blue: Picture Holder, Bucket 
Calf 10-12, Showmanship 7-12, 
Place Setting, Fruit Salad, Corn 
Casserole, Blueberry Muffins, No 
Bakes, Chocolate DB Cupcake, 
Meat Temps;

Red: Woodburn Rolling Pin, 
USA Sign;

Other: Champ Demonstrations 
Intermediate, Demonstration Ex-
hibitor, Misc Purple Award;

Kinsley Bletscher
Purple: Blackberry Cheesecake, 

Wildlife;
Blue: Educational Display Wild-

life, Tulips;
Red: Painting With Colors, 

Painting the Sky, Cinnamon Rolls, 
Dog Pails;

Logan McNerney
Purple: Drum, Oreos, Rocketry;
Blue: Painting, Tie Dye Shirt, 

Rocket From Kit 5-13;
Red: Duplo Truck;
Logan Ploeger
Purple: Breeding Ewe - Reserve 

Champion, Market Lamb, Breed-
ing Ewe, Jr. Sheep Showmanship - 
Reserve Champion, Chess Board, 
Chess Pieces, Wood Clock, Peanut 
Butter Oatmeal Cookies, Pineap-
ple Crisp, Cinnamon Rolls, Cin-
namon Crunch Bread, Milk and 
Honey Sourdough, Honey Oat 
Sourdough, Fire Tree line;

Blue: Best Three Sheep, Straw-
berry Turnover, Sugar Cookie 
Cheesecake Bars, Amish Apple 
Fritter Bread, Honey Buttermilk 
Bread;

Red: Fire Road;
Other: Sheep Jr. Reserve Champ 

Showman, Sheep Reserve Cham-
pion Ewe;

Lydia Hartter
Purple: White Onions, Herb 

Assortment, Beets, Red Potatoes, 
Perennial, Coffee Toffee Cook-
ies, Whole Wheat Bread, After 
the Storm;

Blue: Pull String Art Cards, Ge-
ode Canvas, Yellow Onions, Green 
Beans, Green Peppers, Banana 
Peppers, Yukon Gold Potatoes, 
Annual, Raisin Oatmeal Cook-
ies, Chill Cat;

Red: Zucchini, Lily, Petunia 
Bloom;

Lyndsey Menold
Purple: Weaving Basket;
Blue: Refurbished Bread Box, 

Sewing Kit, 24-Inch Gum Drop 
Pillow, Apple Pie;

McKenzie Tedman
Purple: Place Setting, Iced Apple 

Sugar Cookie;

Blue: Chicken on Nest, Wooden 
Cat Painting, Decorated Bee Sugar 
Cookies, Orange Flower, Mary’s 
Adventure;

Red: As Light as a Dandelion, 
Painted Puppies, Stuffed Doll;

Michael Tedman
Purple: Rocket From Kit 5-13, 

Rocketry;
Blue: Sun Catcher;
Red: Giraffe Painting;
Nellie Grimm
Purple: Bucket Calf 7-9, Show-

manship 7-12, Jr. Showman-
ship, Standard Breeds - Bantams 
Young, Standard Breeds - Ban-
tams Young, Jr. Showmanship 
7-9, Jr. Sheep Showmanship, 
Shepherd’s Lead, Buymanship, Jr. 
Girls’ Buymanship Revue, Place 
Setting, Peanut Butter Cookies, 
Sweet Spread, Fruit Preserves, To-
mato Preserves, Pickles, Meats, 
Gma’s Dinner Rolls, Parmesan 
Breadsticks;

Blue: 3-6 Month Old Doe, 
Market, Dairy Milker Over Two 
Years, Dairy Jr. Showmanship, Jr. 
Showmanship, Dual Purpose Pul-
lets - Pen, Holland Lop Sr. Doe, 
Normal Colored Fur, Breeding 
Ewe, Breeding Ewe, Breeding 
Ewe, Breeding Ewe, Best Three 
Sheep, Breeding Gilts Class 3, 
Market Hogs Class 3, Etch Pan, 
Alfalfa, Cauliflower, Yellow Zuc-
chini, Apricots, Tiger Lily, Black 
Eyed Susan, Lily, Jr. Presenta-
tion, Spaghetti Salad, Pea Salad, 
Cookbook, Herbed Dinner Rolls, 
Feather Rolls, Sour Cream Chive, 
Maggie, Musical Hands, Sambo;

Red: Pee Wee Showmanship, 
Brome, Yellow Onions, Red Po-
tatoes, White Potatoes, Day Lily, 
French Bread, Amish Sweet Bread, 
On the Lookout, Peek a Boo;

White: Mrs. Eisenhower;
Other: Reserve Champion 

Showman Bucket Calf, Poultry 
Champ Jr. Pen of Three, Shep-
herd’s Lead Participant, Dem-
onstration Exhibitor, Reserve 
Champ Food Preservation;

Will Hartter
Blue: Zucchini, Jalapenos;
Red: Yukon Gold Potatoes, Pe-

rennial, Banana Peppers;
Morrill Tip-Top 4-H Club
Purple: Banners (2nd).

FAIR: Morrill Tip-Top 4-H Club receives purple for banners

FAIR.1

Jake Rieger shows hogs at the Brown County Fair.     Submitted

Estie Grimm receives a ribbon at the Brown County Fair.
Submitted

Jake Rieger wins Reserve Championship for Boar Goat at the 
Brown County Fair.              Submitted

Nellie Grimm, left, and Estie Grimm, right show bucket calves at the Brown County Fair.        Submitted

Lindsay & Kevin, 4-H Sewing Project

In 4-H, kids roll up their sleeves and do with 
their hands. Their experiences grow the 
teamwork they need for life and career.

Inspire Kids to Do

Join 4-H and explore exciting ways to grow, together.
Visit Kansas4-H.org to learn more.

SSPPAARRKK  DDOOIINNGG..  GGRROOWW  DDIISSCCOOVVEERRYY  AATT    KKAANNSSAASS44--HH..OORRGG
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COVID-19 GUIDANCE

Governor Kelly Administration updates COVID-19 guidance for school districts
SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly an-
nounced a new, updated sum-
mary document created from 
recommendations in Kansas 
State Department of Education’s 
(KSDE) Navigating Change: Kan-
sas’ Guide to Learning and School 
Safety Operations as a reference 
guide and tool for schools ahead 
of the start of classes. The docu-
ment continues the state’s practice 
of mirroring guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

In addition to the guidance, 
Governor Kelly and KSDE are en-

couraging school districts to sub-
mit requests for ELC Grant Funds. 
The state of Kansas received $87 
million to fund equipment, test-
ing and medical staff to help pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19 in 
schools.

“We know our children belong 
in the classroom, but it’s critical 
that we provide Kansas school dis-
tricts with support and tools they 
need to keep our kids safe,” Gov-
ernor Kelly said. “This guidance 
is in line with what we have made 
available over the last year, but has 
been modified to incorporate the 
best information we have to fight 

the Delta variant. I encourage 
school districts to follow the sci-
ence and use the available funds 
to keep their kids safe.”

Many Kansas school districts 
have already made requests for 
ELC funds, including for clinical 
and administrative staff, as well 
as equipment with mobile tech-
nology to create and support the 
most flexible COVID-19 testing 
plans possible. In more rural ar-
eas, requests include transporta-
tion to share staff between school 
buildings and to transport sick 
children. Others have opted to use 
ELC funds for vaccination events, 

including incentives and commu-
nications in the community.

“We are thankful for the leader-
ship provided by Governor Kelly 
and Secretary Norman,” said Kan-
sas Commissioner of Education 
Dr. Randy Watson. “We want ev-
ery student to be in the classroom 
this fall. To ensure this happens, 
school districts should continue 
partnering with their local medi-
cal teams to implement safety pro-
tocols that protect all students and 
school personnel.”

The Kelly Administration 
worked to develop guidance that 
would ensure that districts across 

Kansas would be equipped with 
the best possible information as 
they prepared to bring their stu-
dents back for full-time, in-person 
learning in August. The Kelly Ad-
ministration will continue to issue 
new guidance as information is 
provided from the CDC.

“To ensure everyone remains 
safe as schools resume in August, 
it is key for schools and communi-
ties to work together,” said Dr. Lee 
Norman, Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Health and En-
vironment. “We urge school dis-
tricts to use the ELC resources 
for additional support. And, we 

encourage communities to contin-
ue taking precautions to mitigate 
the virus, including vaccination 
and testing. If individuals are not 
vaccinated, please wear a mask in 
public. If you’re feeling sick, get 
tested, practice social distancing 
and stay home.”

The State of Kansas began a 
robust, statewide PSA campaign 
to encourage Kansans to get vac-
cinated ahead of the July 4 holi-
day that will continue throughout 
year.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH        
AND ENVIRONMENT

Protect your health amid 
air quality impacts from 
wildfires

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
wants to alert Kansans to potential 
air quality impacts from Western 
wildfire smoke. Ongoing wildfires 
across the Western U.S. continues 
to produce dense smoke that is 
being transported into Kansas by 
the atmospheric winds.

While some of this smoke is re-
maining high in the atmosphere, 
there are times when this smoke 
is being observed at the surface 
and impacting air quality. These 
air quality impacts may continue 
to be seen as long as the Western 
U.S. wildfires continue to burn.

Smoke can cause health prob-
lems, even in healthy individuals. 
Common health problems include 
burning eyes, runny nose, cough-
ing and illnesses such as bronchi-
tis. Individuals with respiratory 
issues, pre-existing heart or lung 
diseases, children and elderly may 
experience worse symptoms.

Steps to protect your health on 

days when particulate matter is 
present in your community in-
clude:

• Healthy people should limit or 
avoid strenuous outdoor exercise.

• People with respiratory or 
heart-related illness should re-
main indoors.

• People who are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms, particu-
larly respiratory or heart-related 
symptoms, who are currently 
infected or recently recovered, 
should remain indoors.

• Help keep indoor air clean by 
closing doors and windows and 
running the air conditioners with 
air filters.

• Keep hydrated by drinking 
lots of water.

Contact your doctor if you 
have symptoms such as chest 
pain, chest tightness, shortness 
of breath or severe fatigue.

Current air quality across the 
U.S. can be viewed online at 
https://fire.airnow.gov/.

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment announced Thursday, July 
29, that destructive weather in 
May caused more than $76.4 mil-
lion in damage. These estimates 
are based on a reported 12,745 
insurance claims in 101 Kansas 
counties.

“The weather this spring im-
pacted thousands of Kansas busi-

nesses, farms and residents,” said 
Insurance Commissioner Vicki 
Schmidt. “Fortunately, many 
well-prepared Kansans were able 
to alleviate the financial burden 
of damaging weather by filing a 
claim on their insurance policy.”

The estimates for May 2021 
property loss payments are over 
$15.8 million from the May 2020 
estimates. The May 2020 esti-
mates were based on 15,553 insur-

ance claims. So far in 2021, storm 
losses have cause over $99 million 
in reported damage.

Estimated storm loss data con-
sists of windstorm, tornado and 
hail damage, or other weather-
related claim losses for insured 
real and personal property in 
Kansas reported for each year and 
monthly during the calendar year.

The Department collects this 
data for the general public and 

other interested parties. For his-
torical storm loss data and guides 
on how to prepare for storms and 
finding the right insurance cov-
erage, please visit our website at 
www.insurance.kansas.gov.

Direct link for historical storm 
loss data can be found at https://
insurance.ks.gov/autohome/ks-
estimated-storm-losses.php.

May storms cause more than          
$76.4 million in damage

A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share 
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it! 

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com
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Fall crops tour

It’s almost August and time 
for the annual Meadow-
lark Extension District Fall 

Plot Tour. This 
year, instead of 
a look at area 
plots, we’ll meet 
at 4:15 p.m. on 
Thursday after-
noon, Aug. 19, 
at the Colonial 
Acres Event 
Center (8998 
US Highway 59 
in Oskaloosa) 
for a welcome and refreshments 
courtesy of Taylor Insurance Ser-
vices.

At 4:30 p.m., we’ll hear from 
Christopher Redmond, Kansas 
Mesonet Manager. He’ll share 
information about the Kansas 
Mesonet, which includes a tower 
located on the Taylor farm south 
of Oskaloosa. He’ll also share a 
little bit of a weather outlook as 
we head towards fall.

With fertilizer input prices 
climbing, you may be evaluat-
ing how your fertilizer dollar is 
spent. KSU Soil Fertility Specialist 
Dr. Dorivar Ruiz-Diaz will be on 
hand to share best management 
practices to consider including 
in-season nitrogen management 
and sulfur research. 

At the conclusion of the pro-
gram, we’ll have a meal sponsored 
Tarwater Farm and Home. To help 
with a meal count, please RSVP 
by noon on Aug. 17 by contact-
ing the Meadowlark Extension 
District Oskaloosa office at 785-
863-2212, or e-mail me at dhal-
laue@ksu.edu. I appreciate Taylor 
Insurance Services and Tarwater 
Farm and Home for their gener-
ous sponsorship.

We hope to see you Aug. 19! If 
you can’t get enough of field days, 
check out the Kansas River Valley 
Experiment Field 2021 Fall Field 
Day at the field one mile east of 
Rossville on Aug. 10 as well. E-
mail me at dhallaue@ksu.edu for 
a program flyer.

Dividing Iris
One of our most popular land-

scape flowers is the bearded iris. 
As well adapted as they are here, 
even they need some “rejuvena-
tion” at times. If the center of 
your iris clumps have lost vigor 

and flowering has declined, con-
sider dividing them. Dividing iris 
every three to five years can help 

and should be 
done from late 
July through 
August — ear-
lier in August 
is better than 
later.

Start by dig-
ging up the 
entire clump to 
expose a root 
system made 

up of thick rhizomes and smaller 
feeder roots. Using a sharp knife, 
cut the rhizomes apart, leaving 
each division with a fan of leaves 
and a section of the rhizome. 
When possible, make divisions 
from a “double fan” consisting 
of two small rhizomes attached 
to a larger one, which forms a Y-
shaped division. Each of these two 
rhizomes has a fan of leaves and 
are preferred because they pro-
duce more flowers the first year 
after planting — single fans take 
a year to build up strength.

Rhizomes with damage — iris 
borers or soft rot — can be dis-
carded. Otherwise, physically 
remove borers from rhizomes 
and replant if the damage is not 
severe, or treat mild cases of soft 
rot by scraping out affected tis-
sue, allowing it to dry in the sun 
and dipping it in a 10 percent 
solution of household bleach — 
one-part bleach with nine parts 
water. Rinse the treated rhizomes 
with water and allow to dry before 
replanting.

Before replanting, cut leaves 
back by two thirds. Remove weeds 
from the planting area and fer-
tilize according to soil test or by 
applying a complete fertilizer at 
the rate of one pound of actual 
fertilizer per 100 square feet. Mix 
fertilizer to a depth of six inches.

Extension Master 
Gardener Applications
Applications to be a part of 

the 2021 Meadowlark Exten-
sion District Master Gardener 
class are now available. Informa-
tion is available at https://www.
meadowlark.k-state.edu/lawn-
garden/. Applications are due Aug. 
10. Applicants must be District 
residents.

Marijuana concerns

Over the past several 
years, there has been a 
growing concern over 

why there is such an issue over 
marijuana arrests in Kansas when 
border states have legalized this 
drug. I know this will open up a 
can of worms both pro and con, 
but I would like the public to see 
this from our standpoint.

I have had the opportunity over 
the years to visit personally with 
many people and inmates who 
have admitted that they are re-
cently addicted to the “new mari-
juana.” They have even expressed 
their concerns over how this will 
affect young people, especially 
those who are new users. Some 
explain this as a craving that they 
never had years ago.

Some are users from many years 
ago who agree that the potency 
is much greater now than it used 
to be and agree that the “new 
marijuana” is very concentrated 
and addictive. Their words. Some 
agree that the edibles give a whole 
different effect and can be easily 
over ingested, causing medical 
concerns or overdose.

I’ve had others who have ex-
pressed justification for legalizing 
marijuana and feel that there is no 
issue with addiction and feel that 
alcohol is just as abused or even 
more so. You can see why this is 
such a controversial area. I feel, we 
are not too far away from legal-
izing marijuana, but until we do, 
we will enforce the laws, as they 
should be. At times, we have to 
protect people from themselves 
and their choices.

The same is true of alcohol of-
fenses. Arguments are made that 
alcohol is no different from mari-
juana and on many levels this is 
true. We do enforce illegal alcohol 
offenses as we do illegal drug of-
fenses. Another key factor is on 
most of our cases involving mar-
ijuana is that METH and other 
much harder drugs are present, 
including heroine and cocaine. 
Most I have talked to agree that 
marijuana is now considered a 
“gateway” drug.

When you have older adult drug 
users express their concerns for 
our young people over the addic-
tive properties of this “new mari-
juana,” you will better understand 
why we do what we do. When we 
receive complaints of criminal ac-
tivity or when we are on a traffic 
stops or routine patrol, we do our 
best to determine what is at hand, 
regardless if they are drug/alco-
hol related, theft, car stop, felony, 
etc. This is what you pay us to do. 
We investigate appropriately on 
what is presented to us at the time, 
whether it be casework or assisting 
the public.

There is much information 
from both sides of the issue and 
you can see from the following in-
formation and statistics why this 
is should be a concern to us all.

Marijuana Leads to 
Soaring Crime Rates

By: Joshua Denton, on Oct. 28, 
2016, in Law, Liberty, Life

Numerous reports of marijuana 
use in Colorado have led to epi-
sodes of psychotic activity and 
subsequent homicide or suicide 
including:

1. After smoking marijuana, 
18-year-old Daniel Juarez ran 
around wildly, stripped naked 
then stabbed himself with a knife 
20 times, killing himself.

2. In 2014, Levy Pongi, a 

19-year-old student, ingested 
marijuana edibles before acting 
irrationally, upending furniture in 
his hotel room, 
then running to 
the hotel balco-
ny and jumping 
to his death.

3. Kristine 
Kirk called 911 
to report her 
husband was 
acting errati-
cally after in-
gesting mari-
juana edibles. While she was on 
the phone with the 911 dispatcher, 
her husband shot and killed her in 
front of their three children.

4. Brant Clark, a 17-year-old 
high school student, commit-
ted suicide after ingesting large 
amounts of marijuana at a party 
and suffering major psychotic epi-
sodes requiring emergency care 
over a three day period. A suicide 
note said, “I wasn’t thinking the 
night I smoked myself out.”

5. Luke Goodman fatally shot 
himself after ingesting marijuana. 
His family said he was acting ir-
rationally after eating the drugged 
edibles.

6. Nineteen-year-old Mark Cha-
fant was allegedly trying to sell a 
bag of marijuana to other teenag-
ers when he was shot and killed. 
Three juveniles were charged with 
the 2016 crime.

Marijuana use also doubles the 
risk of being in a car accident if 
you drive soon after smoking it, 
and it causes more car accidents 
than any other illicit drugs, ac-
cording to Columbia University 
researchers. They found it con-
tributed to 12 percent of traffic 
deaths in the U.S. in 2010, triple 
the rate of a decade earlier.

What’s up With THC limits?
For the last year, the idea of lim-

iting THC has taken off at state 
and federal level. In fact, in the 
spring of 2021, the US Senate’s 
Caucus on International Narcot-
ics Control released a report rec-
ommending THC caps on state’s 
licensed and regulated products. 
To put the concept into perspec-
tive – currently, cannabis flower 
in legal markets typically contains 
THC levels from 18 to 23 percent, 
while cannabis concentrates con-
tain anywhere from 70 to 90 per-
cent or more in THC.

Regulators and legislators alike 
want to now set limits on how 
much THC a product can contain, 
with most proposals proposing a 
limit around 15 percent. But why? 
All in the name of public safety. 
Advocates of THC limits seem 
to believe that the limit will pro-
tect public health and consumer 
safety, although don’t explicitly 
indicate how.

“Frequent consumption of high-
potency cannabis can result in se-
rious health conditions, includ-
ing neurotoxicity and substance 
use disorders,” Lawler wrote in 
his legislative justification. “Cap-
ping the potency of recreational 
marijuana will allow New Yorkers 
to use marijuana as they see fit, 
while working to reduce the risk 
of long-term health impacts, in-
cluding the impacts on our health 
care system.”

Florida lawmakers have pro-
posed a 10 percent THC limit on 
marijuana flowers and a 16 per-
cent THC limit on edibles sold 
in Florida’s medical marijuana 
marketplace. California limits the 
THC in edible products but not 

in products that can be smoked, 
while Illinois places a 15 percent 
tax on cannabis with THC levels 

of more than 35 
percent.

U.S. Sena-
tors, Diannen 
Feinstein, D-
California, and 
John Corn-
ryn, R-Texas, 
are asking the 
National Insti-
tutes of Health 
to research the 

impacts of high-potency can-
nabis and to make a recommen-
dation with the Food and Drug 
Administration if states should 
limit THC in marijuana sold in 
state-sponsored markets.

A June 2020 study by University 
of Colorado at Boulder research-
ers found that smoking high-
potency marijuana concentrates 
boosts blood levels of THC more 
than twice as much as smoking 
conventional marijuana, but it 
doesn’t necessarily result in a 
greater high. The paper was pub-
lished in JAMA Psychiatry and 
assessed the acute impact of can-
nabis among real-world users of 
legal market products.

In the 1990s, THC percent was 
as low as 2 to 4 percent, now it can 
go as high as 25 to 28 percent. An 
“eighth” is 1/8th of an ounce and 
is equal to 3.5g. An “eighth” will 
make 10 joints of 0.35g each, or 
seven joints of 0.5g.

One study compared people in-
volved with current and former 
long-term, heavy use of marijuana 
with a control group who reported 
smoking marijuana at least once 
in their lives, but not more than 
50 times. All participants had 
similar education and income 
backgrounds, but significant dif-
ferences were found in their edu-
cational attainment: fewer of those 
who engaged in heavy cannabis 
use completed college, and more 
had yearly household incomes of 
less than $30,000.

When asked how marijuana 
affected their cognitive abilities, 
career achievements, social lives, 
and physical and mental health, 
the majority of those who used 
heavily reported that marijuana 
had negative effects in all these 
areas of their lives.

Studies have also suggested spe-
cific links between marijuana use 
and adverse consequences in the 
workplace, such as increased risk 
for injury or accidents. One study 
among postal workers found that 
employees who tested positive for 
marijuana on a pre-employment 
urine drug test had 55 percent 
more industrial accidents, 85 per-
cent more injuries and 75 percent 
greater absenteeism compared 
with those who tested negative 
for marijuana use.

A recent analysis using data 
from three large studies in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand found that 
adolescents who used marijuana 
regularly were significantly less 
likely than their non-using peers 
to finish high school or obtain 
a degree. They also had a much 
higher chance of developing de-
pendence, using other drugs, and 
attempting suicide. Several studies 
have also linked heavy marijuana 
use to lower income, greater wel-
fare dependence, unemployment, 
criminal behavior and lower life 
satisfaction.

Marijuana Addiction
Contrary to popular belief, 

marijuana is addictive. Research 
shows that one in six people who 
start using the drug before the age 
of 18 can become addicted. One in 
ten adults who use the drug can 
become addicted.

Over the past few decades, the 
amount of THC in marijuana has 
steadily climbed. Today’s mari-
juana has three times the concen-
tration of THC compared to 25 
years ago. The higher the THC 
amount, the stronger the effects 
on the brain — likely contributing 
to increased rates of marijuana-
related emergency room visits. 
While there is no research yet 
on how higher potency affects 
the long-term risks of marijuana 
use, more THC is likely to lead to 
higher rates of dependency and 
addiction.

Marijuana Risks
Marijuana use can have nega-

tive and long-term effects:
Brain health: Marijuana can 

cause permanent IQ loss of as 
much as eight points when people 
start using it at a young age. These 
IQ points do not come back, even 
after quitting marijuana.

Mental health: Studies link 
marijuana use to depression, 
anxiety, suicide planning and psy-
chotic episodes. It is not known, 
however, if marijuana use is the 
cause of these conditions.

Athletic Performance: Research 
shows that marijuana affects tim-
ing, movement and coordination, 
which can harm athletic perfor-
mance.

Driving: People who drive un-
der the influence of marijuana 
can experience dangerous ef-
fects: slower reactions, lane weav-
ing, decreased coordination, and 
difficulty reacting to signals and 
sounds on the road.

Baby’s health and development: 
Marijuana use during pregnancy 
may cause fetal growth restric-
tion, premature birth, stillbirth 
and problems with brain devel-
opment, resulting in hyperactiv-
ity and poor cognitive function. 
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
and other chemicals from mari-
juana also can be passed from a 
mother to her baby through breast 
milk, further impacting a child’s 
healthy development.

Daily life: Using marijuana can 
affect performance and how well 
people do in life. Research shows 
that people who use marijuana are 
more likely to have relationship 
problems, worse educational out-
comes, lower career achievement 
and reduced life satisfaction

In closing, I would like to add 
that since becoming legal in mul-
tiple states, the THC content is 
much greater than the marijuana 
of years ago. I have talked with 
law enforcement and individuals 
from states where marijuana has 
been legalized and even though 
huge revenues have been gained, 
it does come at a cost as you can 
see from above.

I have talked with people who 
have had terminal family mem-
bers and those taking chemo, etc., 
and I do feel that in those cases, 
medical marijuana would be a 
benefit. There are also those who 
would abuse this, unfortunately. 
The fact of the matter is that mari-
juana is still illegal in Kansas and 
when encountered, we have to do 
our jobs. I do encourage everyone 
to do their own research on this 
issue.

Bagworms, is it too late to spray?

By mid-August, most 
bagworms have finished 
feeding and retreated into 

their bags. Insecticides will not 
penetrate the thick, leathery, silk-
lined pouches.

To determine whether larvae 
have finished feeding, examine 
the bags. Those containing feed-
ing larvae can be identified by the 
greenish, freshly chewed foliage 
glued to the bags. Bags are open 
at the head end, allowing larvae 
to poke out and continue feeding. 
They are attached to the foliage by 
several weak strands of silk and 
can be pulled off easily.

When larvae have finished 

feeding, they move to the twig 
or branch. They produce a heavy 
silken sheet that firmly attaches 
the bag to the 
hos t  pla nt . 
These bags are 
more secure 
and difficult to 
remove.

B a g wor m s 
do not complete 
development si-
multaneously, 
so spraying for 
bagworms is not out of the ques-
tion. Determining factors should 
be the condition and appearance 
of the host and the number of bag-

worms actively feeding.
If the tree has a full appear-

ance and good color, and there 
are only a few 
bagworms ac-
tively feeding, 
do not spray.

Even i f a 
tree has a thin, 
anemic appear-
ance, check the 
condition of the 
bags. If most 
of the bags 

are worn and gray, they are the 
2020 bags from which bagworms 
emerged. There may be only a few 
current year bagworms because, 

after consuming the most tender 
foliage, most larvae abandoned 
the tree and moved to adjacent 
trees to continue feeding on lush 
foliage. Spraying the tree is not 
recommended.

Even if most bags are this year’s, 
do not rush to spray a thin, ane-
mic tree. Check to see if most bags 
are closed and attached with thick 
silken ties. If this is the case, do 
not spray the tree. Apply insecti-
cide only if trees appear heavily 
damaged and bagworms are ac-
tively feeding. Check trees again 
next year to prevent further bag-
worm damage.

Freezing food safely

Most fresh garden pro-
duce can be easily 
frozen to be enjoyed 

later. Freezing 
food is an easy, 
i n e x p e n s i ve 
method to pre-
serve food. It 
takes minimal 
investment in 
equipment and 
time.

Most pro-
duce can be 
frozen for 8-12 
months for best quality. Label and 
date packages of food so you know 
how long they have been in the 
freezer.

How food is packaged will af-
fect the quality of frozen goods. 
There are many types of plastic 
containers, but not all of them are 
suitable for freezing food. Look 
for containers that are designated 
for the freezer. Reusing cheese or 
butter containers may be frugal, 
but those types of plastic contain-
ers can crack easily when frozen.

Another good piece of advice: 
don’t cram the freezer with food. 
Freeze food in batches so that the 
freezer does not get overloaded. 
If the freezer is overloaded with 
warm food, it can take longer 
for food to freeze. Space out the 
packages so that cold air circulates 
around them.

A refrigerator should be held 

between 34-40 degrees Fahrenheit 
and a freezer should be below zero 
degrees Fahrenheit. Regularly 

clean the appli-
ance to reduce 
food odors and 
clean up dam-
aged packages.

Care should 
be taken to 
prevent freezer 
bu r n  w hen 
storing food. It 
is characterized 
by dry, grayish/

brown spots on the food’s surface. 
While not harmful, it’s not very 
appetizing. The condition is most 
notable on frozen meats.

Freezer burn happens when 
food is not adequately wrapped 
to remove oxygen, which has a 
bleaching effect on the food sur-
face. It results in poor texture, 
color, flavor and aroma.

To prevent freezer burn, pack-
age food tightly in packaging 
designed for freezing. Remove as 
much air as possible and main-
tain a temperature of zero degrees 
Fahrenheit or lower to freeze food 
quickly.

If using freezer containers, 
crumple a piece of wax paper on 
top of the food to help minimize 
headspace. This helps prevent 
freezer burn, ice crystal forma-
tion and keeps food pieces from 
drying out.
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