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AAA KANSAS

Sticker Shock: owning a new vehicle costs nearly                
$10,000 annually

SUBMITTED

According to the latest research 
from AAA, the average annual 
cost of new vehicle ownership 
is $9,666, or $805.50 per month. 
The biggest factor pushing the 
nearly $10,000 annual price tag 
is depreciation. It accounts for 40 
percent of all ownership expenses, 
outpacing additional costs such as 
fuel and maintenance. With low 
inventory at dealerships due to 
the semi-conductor chip short-
age, AAA urges new car buyers 
to be aware of all the expenses as-
sociated with ownership so that 
they can negotiate the best deal 
for their budget. 

“Consumers have to remember 
the expense of owning a car goes 
far beyond the monthly payment,” 
said Greg Brannon, AAA’s direc-
tor of automotive engineering and 
industry relations. “Plus, we are 
seeing costs increase for a number 
of products recently, and cars are 
no exception. This trend will like-
ly continue as new vehicles come 
equipped with the latest technol-
ogy, which naturally drives up the 
sticker price.”

The 2021 AAA Your Driving 
Cost study reviewed nine catego-

ries of vehicles – consisting of 45 
models – to determine the average 
annual operating and ownership 
costs of each. AAA selects top-
selling, mid-priced models and 
compares them across six expense 
categories: fuel, maintenance/re-
pair/tire costs, insurance, license/
registration/taxes, depreciation 
and finance charges. Deprecia-
tion – a measure of how quickly 
a car loses value – remains the 
single biggest cost (40 percent) of 
new vehicle ownership. Other key 
findings of this year’s Your Driv-
ing Costs include:

• Fuel Costs: On average, fuel 
costs 10.72 cents per mile. This is 
based on data from May 2020 to 
May 2021, which does not include 
recent spikes in gas prices. Fuel 
costs vary widely by vehicle type, 
ranging from a low of 3.66 cents 
per mile for electric vehicles, to 
15.81 cents per mile for pickup 
trucks.

• Maintenance, repair and tire 
costs: On average, maintenance 
and repair costs 9.55 cents per 
mile. Just like fuel, electric ve-
hicles are on the lower end of the 
spectrum, costing 7.70 cents per 
mile, while medium sedans are 
the most expensive at 10.43 cents 

per mile.
• Finance charges: The cost of 

vehicle loans decreased due to a 
drop in the prime lending rate. 
The average interest rate in 2021 
is 4.12 percent, which is 1.056 
percentage points lower than last 
year.

As part of the Your Driving 
Costs study, AAA tracks chang-
es in buying patterns and makes 
changes to the type of vehicle cat-
egories considered to match those 
trends. For several years now, buy-
ers have moved away from pre-
viously popular categories like 
sedans to newer styles like com-
pact SUVs. For 2021, AAA added 
two new categories: subcompact 
SUVs and midsize pickup trucks. 
These replaced large sedans and 
minivans, both of which no longer 
offer enough new models to be 
tracked.

The average price of a new ve-
hicle for 2021 is $32,903, which is 
$1,502 (4.78 percent) higher than 
last year, but is mostly due to the 
addition of new models to the 
Your Driving Costs study. Mod-
els in the small sedan, medium 
sedan, medium SUV and hybrid 
categories averaged an increase in 
vehicle price of $3,064, led by hy-

brids as consumers opt for larger 
(hence more expensive) models in 
this category. Pickup trucks saw 
an increase of $4,684 (an average 
of 11 percent); however, this has 
not affected their popularity, as 
they remain the best-selling cat-
egory of those included in the 
study.

Buying a car is the second big-
gest purchase behind a home that 
most people will make in their 
lifetime. The car buying process 
can be seen as difficult, time-
consuming and stressful. With 
strains on inventory this year, it 
is critical for consumers to do as 
much research as possible before 
beginning the buying process. 
Understanding all of the options 
available as well as individual 
needs can ease some of the anxiety 
associated with purchasing a car. 
AAA offers the following guid-
ance when it comes to shopping 
for your next vehicle:

• Before considering any spe-
cific makes or models, consum-
ers should determine what makes 
sense for their budget including 
trade-in value and down payment 
amount.

• Another important consid-
eration is whether to finance or 

lease. For someone who is an early 
adopter of new technology, likes 
to change cars often or doesn’t put 
a lot of annual miles on a vehicle, 
leasing may make more sense. 
Consumers should evaluate both 
options and pick the one that will 
best suit long-term needs.

• Manufacturers and dealer-
ships sometimes offer extended 
loan terms as an incentive to buy-
ers. In some cases, these loans can 
be as long as 84 months with in-
terest as low as zero. Initially, a 
loan like this may be attractive 
to a buyer since it helps lower 
the monthly payment. However, 
consumers should know that with 
long-term loans comes a period of 
time when the vehicle will hold 
less value than what is owed due 
to depreciation.

• Look at pricing options for 
both new and slightly used vehi-
cles. New vehicles typically come 
with longer warranties, buying 
incentives from the automaker, 
the latest features and are widely 
available. When it comes to used 
vehicles – there are two types 
to choose from – certified pre-
owned and used. The advantage 
of a certified pre-owned vehicle is 
the original owner has absorbed 

the majority of the depreciation 
cost, while the vehicle still has 
quite a few of the latest features 
and a manufacturer’s warranty.

• Consumers should test drive 
the exact model of the car they 
want to purchase. If possible, they 
should pick a route that mirrors 
their daily driving routine. It is 
a good idea to test the car’s ride 
quality and handling on a num-
ber of different road surfaces: city 
streets, hills, freeways and wind-
ing roads.

• The most important thing to 
remember is in most cases, there 
are three separate negotiations 
that occur when purchasing a 
car: the price of the new vehicle, 
trade-in value and finance rate if 
applicable. Consumer should take 
their time and negotiate them in-
dividually.

Consumers can calculate their 
annual driving cost through 
AAA’s digital brochure on www.
Newsroom.AAA.com. AAA offers 
a number of resources consum-
ers can use while car shopping 
including the AAA Car Guide 
and AAA’s car buying program.

AAA KANSAS

College-bound students - don’t forget 
property protection, car care plan

SUBMITTED

Whether college students 
are heading off to school for 
freshman year or returning to 
campus, car care and property 
insurance may get lost in the 
back-to-school shuff le. AAA 
Kansas reminds students living 
away at college and their parents 
to not overlook these important 
steps to make sure vehicles and 
other belongings have adequate 
protection.

“College students living away 
from home should know they 
may have limited coverage under 
their parents’ insurance policies,” 
said Gary Tomes, Regional In-
surance Manager for AAA Kan-
sas. “Before leaving for college, 
students should check to see what 
risks and liabilities are covered.”

Homeowners and renters in-
surance tips for students:

• If you live in a dorm, some 
personal possessions may be cov-
ered under your parents’ home-
owners or renter’s insurance 
policies. Expensive items such as 
computers and other electronics 
may be subject to coverage limits 
under a standard homeowner’s 
policy, and some states require 
a special student endorsement.

• If you live off-campus, pur-
chase renters insurance. Renters 
insurance is necessary to protect 
you and your belongings, and 
can protect you from liability in 
the event that someone is acci-
dentally injured on the property.

• Leave valuables at home. 
While some valuable items, such 
as laptops, may be needed on 
campus, items such as expensive 
jewelry may be best left at home.

• Create a “dorm inventory.” 
Create a detailed inventory of all 
items you’ll be taking with you, 
including photos and receipts. In 
the event that you need to file a 
claim, an up-to-date inventory 
will help make the process easier.

• Safeguard your items from 
theft. Always lock your dorm 
room door and never leave be-
longings unattended on campus. 
According to the Insurance In-
formation Institute, the library, 
dining hall and other public plac-
es are the primary areas where 
property theft occurs on campus.

According to Consumer Re-
ports, dorm rooms can be a hot 
spot for thieves. Two roommates 
could have $6,000 or more worth 
of electronics alone – laptops, 
tablets, smartphones and gam-
ing systems – as well as other 

items of value in their small liv-
ing space.

According to U.S. Department 
of Education data of crimes re-
ported on college campuses, theft 
of personal property is the most 
common crime, followed by mo-
tor vehicle theft.

Auto insurance tips for stu-
dents:

• Coverage may depend on 
whether you leave home or stay 
in the area. If you bring a car 
to campus and remain on your 
parents’ policy, coverage likely 
still applies. If you attend an out-
of-state school, make sure your 
insurance coverage follows you. 
It gets a little tricky if the student 
takes classes year round and does 
not plan to return home during 
the summers. Technically, they 
have relocated to their college 
location. It gets even more com-
plex if they have on campus or 
off campus housing.

• Check with your insurance 
agent. To see what discounts you 
may qualify for and to ensure you 
have adequate coverage while 
away at school, contact your in-
surance agent.

If you have questions about 
any or are concerned about gaps 
in your existing coverage, con-
tact a local insurance agent at 
866-AAA-4YOU, or www.aaa.
com/insurance.

Lessons on Car Maintenance 
for College Students:

In addition to reviewing insur-
ance coverage, students heading 
to college also should address 
the important subject of vehicle 
maintenance and repair.

“Frequently, a teenager’s ve-
hicle is maintained by parents 
while living at home, and les-
sons on proper car care are only 
brief ly discussed and seldom 
used,” said Shawn Steward, AAA 
Kansas spokesman. “Before hit-
ting the road, it is vital that your 
college student fully understands 
how to independently take care 
of their vehicle.”

Before sending a son or daugh-
ter off to college with a car, AAA 
Kansas encourages parents to sit 
down with their students and 
discuss plans for proper vehicle 
maintenance, as well as how to 
deal with unexpected problems 
when parental rescue is more 
than just a few minutes away.

Check and Maintain Tires 
Tires are one of the easi-

est components of a vehicle to 
maintain, but they are frequently 
overlooked until something goes 

wrong. Every student should 
have a tire pressure gauge in 
their vehicle, know where it is 
located and understand how to 
use it properly. While there are 
a variety of tire pressure gauges, 
those with electronic readouts 
might be the easiest for the teen 
to use. Explain that tires should 
be checked at least once a month 
when the tires are cold.

Show your young adult where 
to find the vehicle manufactur-
er’s recommended tire pressure 
– typically on a label located on 
the driver’s door jamb or in the 
vehicle owner’s manual. It is im-
portant to let them know they 
should not use the inflation pres-
sure found on the tire sidewall. 
That is the tire’s maximum pres-
sure level, but it might not be the 
correct pressure for the tire when 
used on their particular vehicle.

To demonstrate proper tire 
care, AAA offers a number of 
short videos that can be viewed 
on the AAA YouTube channel.

Know the Vehicle’s Mainte-
nance Schedule

Performing the manufacturer’s 
regularly scheduled maintenance 
on a vehicle will greatly extend 
its life and help ward off more 
costly repairs down the road. 
While it’s a good idea to make 
sure your student’s car is current 
with all maintenance items prior 
to sending them off to college, it’s 
possible some items will be due 
while they are away.

Sit down and go over the 
owner’s manual with your son 
or daughter. Explain the recom-
mended maintenance schedule 
and remind them that in addi-
tion to basic oil changes other 
important items such as filters, 
batteries and brakes must also 
be regularly checked and main-
tained. AAA recommends that 
parents and students create a 
shared calendar with remind-
ers so both are aware of any up-
coming required maintenance 
or services.

The school year spans the 
winter months when inclem-
ent weather can place added 
demands on vehicle electrical 
systems. The average lifespan 
of a car battery is three to five 
years, so AAA recommends that 
any battery in this age range be 
checked before the student leaves 
for school. In many areas, the 
AAA Mobile Battery Service will 
come to a member’s home and 
provide this service at no charge.

Find a Repair Facility Near 

College
It is important for parents to 

help students identify an auto 
repair shop they can trust near 
their school in case routine ser-
vicing or unexpected repairs 
become necessary.

If unfamiliar with the area 
around a college, visit www.aaa.
com/repair to locate nearby AAA 
Approved Auto Repair facilities. 
As a free public service for all 
motorists, AAA inspects auto 
repair shops around the coun-
try and only approves those that 
meet and continually maintain 
high professional standards for 
equipment, customer service, 
cleanliness and training.

When first arriving at the col-
lege, AAA recommends parents 
and students visit the selected 
repair shop and meet the staff. 
Ask for some shop business cards 
that you and your young adult 
can keep handy in case an emer-
gency arises.

Prepare for Roadside Emer-
gencies

It is also important for parents 
to prepare their children for a 
breakdown or other roadside 
emergency – especially if they 
are attending college too far away 
to “call home” for help.

Make sure the student’s vehi-
cle has a well-stocked roadside 
emergency kit with contents suit-
able for local weather conditions 
during the school year. A basic 
kit should include a f lashlight 
with extra batteries, jumper ca-
bles, first-aid kit, bottled water, 
rags or paper towels, a tire pres-
sure gauge, a blanket, granola 
or energy bars, and a selection 
of basic hand tools. Add an ice 
scraper, snow brush and kitty lit-
ter or other material to increase 
traction should snow or ice be 
an issue.

For added peace of mind, pro-
vide the student with an AAA 
membership, which offers reli-
able roadside assistance through 
a large dedicated network of ser-
vice providers with good cover-
age in and around the college. 
AAA’s many benefits are avail-
able to members no matter whose 
vehicle in they are in, so parents 
won’t have to worry about their 
teen being stranded in a friend’s 
vehicle with no access to emer-
gency road service.

Traffic Safety Reminders
With college students leaving 

for school, it’s always a good time 

KANSAS WHEAT

Kansas Wheat 
Rx to provide 
farmers with 
research for 
wheat

SUBMITTED

Kansas Wheat and K-State Research and Extension have 
announced Wheat Rx, a new program to disseminate to 
Kansas wheat farmers the latest research recommenda-
tions for producing high-yielding and high-quality wheat. 
Wheat Rx is a series of Extension publications and other 
educational outreach materials designed to address key 
management areas of hard winter wheat. These publications 
contain recent data based on novel research funded in part 
by wheat farmers through the Kansas Wheat Commission’s 
two-cent wheat assessment.

“Kansas Wheat Rx is a combination of suggested manage-
ment practices for economical and sustainable production 
of high-quality and high-yielding wheat in Kansas,” said 
Aaron Harries, vice president of research and operations 
for Kansas Wheat. “Over the past five years, the Kansas 
Wheat Commission has made it a priority to focus research 
investments on elevating the overall quality of the Kansas 
wheat crop. While the extreme weather in Kansas certainly 
has a major effect on the quality of each wheat crop, there 
are certain practices and tools that farmers can use to im-
prove quality.”

K-State Research and Extension wheat and forages produc-
tion specialist Romulo Lollato is coordinating the Wheat 
Rx program through K-State. Lollato has been the lead 
researcher on several projects that past few years that have 
focused on intensive management practices for wheat. Re-
sults from this research will be part of the Wheat Rx series. 
Lollato also has collected data from hundreds of commercial 
wheat fields directly from farmers across Kansas to evalu-
ate the management practices common to top-tier wheat 
producers.

“In the last five years, we have learned a lot about the yield 
potential of wheat in Kansas as well as how to manage the 
crop to reach its economical optimum,” Lollato said. “In 
several projects, we also evaluated how management and 
variety selection impact the end use properties of wheat. In 
this series of Extension materials, we will compile results 
from the latest research, both on small plots and at the 
commercial field level, to educate our growers on how to 
maximize their profitability through management of yield 
and quality of their wheat crop.”

The first in the series of Wheat Rx publications, “Wheat 
Variety Selection,” can be found on the Kansas Wheat web-
site at www.kswheat.com/wheatrx. Each publication will 
be two to four pages in length and will focus on a specific 
wheat production topic. More publications in the series will 
be released by K-State on an on-going basis, including up-
dates to existing publications as new research data becomes 
available. Accompanying videos also will be produced for 
several of the topics.

“Wheat varieties with preferred quality genetic potential, 
certified seed, advanced agronomics and soil health are all 
components of a prescription to raise the highest-quality 
winter wheat in the world,” Harries said. “The global mar-
ketplace for wheat has become much more competitive in 
the last decade. Kansas farmers must continue their track 
record of innovation and technology adoption to lead the 
world as the Wheat State.”
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The effects of late season usage on cool season grasses

If “typical” weather patterns 
hold true (this year could 
be an exception based on 

some weather models…), we’re 
looking at about 50-60 days of 
opportunity for our bromegrass 
hay fields and pastures to recover 
from summer use and get ready 
for dormancy.

Bromegrass stands across the 
District come in many different 
forms, and what each requires 
prior to dormancy is different as 
well. All, however, require some 
level of rest and regrowth prior 
to the dormant period, making 
our stand management now very 
important. 

With adequate moisture and 
moderate temperatures (brome 
loves the seventies…), grasses 
grow rapidly. Photosynthesis 
starts and green leaves transfer 
energy to leaves, then roots when 
adequate leaf area is achieved to 

do both. This helps maintain the 
plant through the winter and ini-
tiates green-up next spring. It’s a 
simple, but often overlooked, pro-
cess that has a lot to do with how 
plants prosper – or perish under 
certain conditions.

Some area stands have seen ex-
cellent recovery since last use and 
regrowth that may be tempting to 
consider haying/grazing this fall. 
Others are struggling, particularly 
those defoliated by armyworms. 
Instead of lush green growth, 
there’s little left outside of stubble.

Whatever “slot” your stand falls 
in to, manage carefully from here 
forward. If additional haying/
grazing is going to occur, make 
sure to leave adequate regrowth. 
Four to six inches of green growth 
is the minimum suggested prior 
to entering dormancy. Plants with 
less than that level of regrowth 
often don’t have enough photo-

synthetic capacity to produce top 
growth and root growth simul-
taneously, meaning root systems 
may be weak going in to the dor-
mant period. Root system reserves 
are what kick the plant off next 
spring. If low, stands may be slow 
to green up and yields may be re-
duced – next year and beyond.

While you’re monitoring graz-
ing/haying/armyworm recovery, 
consider a soil test. Stands with 
lower fertility levels often face in-
creased recovery challenges due 

to low nutrient levels. For more 
information about forage recovery 
or soil testing, contact me at any 
of our District Offices.
‘Other Crop’ on the Seed 

Label
It won’t be long until it’s time 

to overseed or reseed home lawns. 
When you do, read the product’s 
seed tag first to avoid seeding un-
wanted grasses like orchardgrass 
or rough bluegrass. Both have 
become huge problems in many 
turfgrass stands because of their 
color, texture, height or growing 
season differences in relation to 
more commonly planted turfgrass 
species.

When checking labels, look for 
percent “other crop” or “other 
crop seed.” Both would include 
any species intentionally grown 
for some purpose – including 
turfgrasses (other than the one 

you are buying) and pasture 
grasses, Orchardgrass and rough 
bluegrass being two. Seed labels 
are required by law to show the 
percentage (by weight) of “Other 
Crop Seed” in the bag, but unless a 
species constitutes five percent or 
more, the label doesn’t have to list 
each species by name. It can make 
knowing whether the “other crop” 
percent is a concern a challenge.

It’s difficult to say how much 
is too much. You won’t even no-
tice the presence of some species, 
while others may change the look 
of the lawn considerably. Even a 
half to one percent “other crop” 
can mean a lawn filled with hard 
to control – or tolerate – weedy 
species. Keep “other crop” as 
close to zero as possible (most 
good quality seeding is .01 per-
cent “other crop” or less). If “Weed 
Seed” is on the label, make sure 
it is at .01 percent or less as well.

Ponds

Well the great Pond 
Scum tour, did not 
disappoint. I hosted 

Ted Harris a researcher at KU’s 
Biological Survey and Will Boyer, 
a KSU Watershed Specialist. Even 
though there was a breeze and the 
ponds looked considerably better 
than before. We were fortunate to 
find some Bryozoa in one of the 
ponds. At first glance, we thought 
they were white rocks. We were 
able to fish one out and discovered 
it was a Bryozoa or moss animal. It 
is an aquatic invertebrate animal. 
They are simple animals rarely 
growing more than 1/25th of an 
inch in length. However, most 
bryozoans form colonies that 
can vary greatly in number, form 
and size.

Each individual animal, or zo-
oid, has a simple body style, usu-
ally round or oval in shape with a 
single opening that serves as both 
a mouth and an anus. Bryozoans 
lack any respiratory, excretory or 
circulatory systems, but have a 
central nerve ganglion that allows 
the animal to respond to stimuli. 
They feed using small tiny cili-
ated (hair-like) tentacles that the 
surround the opening and push 
food through it into the gut. In 
some species, and during certain 
life periods, these tentacles can 
be used for simple movement. 

Most species, however, spend the 
majority or all of their lifespan 
immobile.

The vast majority of Bryozoan 
species are marine animals. Of 
nearly 5,000 species, less than 90 
have been identified in freshwater 
environments, and only 24 fresh-
water species in North America 
(so far).

We found the Magnificent 
Bryozoan (Pectinatella magnifi-
ca). This colonial species forms 
jelly-like “green blobs” on under-
water vegetation, branches and 
other structures. They may also 
form free floating round colonies. 
The small visible rosettes on the 
surface of the colony are groups of 
12-18 individual animals.

Although the Magnificent 
Bryozoan reproduces both sexu-
ally and asexually, the main way 
the colonies form is when the ex-
isting individual animal or zooid 
breaks away or buds asexually 

forming a twin. As they repro-
duce, they multiply into an ever 
growing sphere as the individuals 
point their mouths outwards to 
take advantage of available food. 
Meanwhile, the zooids excrete 
gelatinous material to give the 
sphere interior support.

Completely new colonies can 
also form asexually from small 
statoblasts (a group of cells en-
cased in a hard covering to protect 
them from freezing or other harsh 
conditions). These statoblasts can 
float in the current, or settle to 
the bottom where they eventu-
ally grow into an individual zo-
oid. These individual zooids can 
use their ciliated tentacles to move 
about in the water. They will even-
tually begin dividing and form a 
new colony.

The Magnificent Bryozoan ac-
tively feeds on suspended organic 
material, zooplankton and algae. 
In this way it can be considered a 
filter feeder and may, in some in-
stances, increase water clarity. In-
dividual animals on the colony are 
clear or opaque. It is speculated 
that the green color of the colonies 
stems from ingested algae. This 
was a sign of a very healthy pond!

Teas are good sources   
of flavonoids

K-State Research & Ex-
tension Rapid Response 
Coordinator for food 

science Karen 
Blakeslee said a 
study conduct-
ed at Tuft’s Uni-
versity by the U. 
S. Department 
of  Ag r icu l-
ture is further 
evidence that a 
healthy diet can 
be beneficial in 
preventing Alzheimer’s disease.

The study followed 2,809 people 
over 20 years to determine the ef-
fects of a healthy diet on memory 
loss. The results were very posi-
tive.

The study provides more proof 
of how the power of plants and 
produce is so important in our 
daily diets, and how it can be 
beneficial nutritionally and pos-
sibly protect your mental health, 
Blakeslee said.

Study participants who con-
sumed more plant foods contain-
ing plant nutrients called flavo-
noids were 50 percent less likely to 
develop symptoms of Alzheimer’s. 
Tea, berries, dark chocolate and 
other f lavonoid-rich foods are 
well-known for their antioxidant, 

antiviral and anti-cancer proper-
ties.

The Tufts study indicated that 
all types of tea 
may help de-
lay the onset 
of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Berries 
also got a good 
grade; blueber-
ries and straw-
berries are the 
top contribut-
ing foods for 

total flavonoids, “but apples, pears 
and oranges are also beneficial,” 
according to Blakeslee.

In a 2021 report titled Race, 
Ethnicity and Alzheimer’s in 
America, the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion estimates 6.2 million people 
in the U.S. age 65 and older are 
living with the disease. That num-
ber is estimated to grow to 12.7 
million by 2050.

“If it is possible to reduce risks 
of chronic illness with food, 
why not add these to our diet?” 
Blakeslee said. Late summer is a 
good time to start with a bounty 
of fresh produce in grocery stores, 
farmers markets or growing in 
home gardens. These foods can 
be part of a healthful diet at each 
meal or even as a snack.

Quality 
assurance

Submitted by Randall Kowalik

Late summer crabgrass: 
time to let go? Chemical 
controls must be applied 

at the right time to be effective
Crabgrass is a forever foe for 

home lawns, mainly because 
control measures can be so tricky.

The best chemical controls 
for crabgrass are pre-emergence 
herbicides. This means that the 
herbicide must be applied to your 
lawn before the crabgrass seeds 
begin to germinate. And when 
exactly is that?

Generally, the best time to apply 
those herbicides is in the spring, 
so that they have time to catch all 
the crabgrass plants before they 
start growing. Pre-emergence her-
bicides are completely ineffective 
on mature crabgrass.

But in late summer, there’s an-
other point to consider: what are 
your plans for September? Sep-
tember is the optimal time for 
overseeding your lawn to thicken 
up the turf and cover bare spots — 
as well as a complete reseeding, if 
that’s the choice.

“What happens is we get into 
September and you lay down your 
lawn seed,” said Jared Hoyle, assis-
tant professor and turfgrass spe-
cialist with K-State Research and 
Extension, “but there are crab-
grass plants that might have bro-
ken through the pre-emergence 
herbicide, or the pre-emergence 
herbicide just may have run out 
of steam. Now we need to get rid 
of those plants before we start 
seeding.”

Hoyle said there are a couple 
different options. “You can go 
with quinclorac, found in name 
brand products like Drive, which 
is a post-emergence herbicide. 
That will kill existing crabgrass,” 
he said. “But quinclorac will not 
prevent any more crabgrass seeds 
from germinating.”

Another advantage of quin-
clorac: it can still be applied just 
before, or soon after seeding a 
turfgrass area, and it will not sig-
nificantly interfere with germina-
tion of those grass seeds, if you 
planted one of the varieties that 
are tolerant. As with any herbi-
cide you use, make sure you read 
the label, and follow directions 
accordingly.

“You are probably not going to 
have too much more germination 
this year,” Hoyle said, “but as long 
as it’s warm, there’s a possibility 
that crabgrass can still germi-
nate.”

The last option for dealing with 
late-season crabgrass: just wait. 
Crabgrass is a summer annual so 
when it gets cold it will die off.

“The problem with waiting is 
where the crabgrass is located 
in our lawn,” Hoyle said. “If it’s 
springing up in the spot where we 
want to grow new turfgrass, wait-
ing may not be an option.”
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Lindsay & Kevin, 4-H Sewing Project

In 4-H, kids roll up their sleeves and do with 
their hands. Their experiences grow the 
teamwork they need for life and career.

Inspire Kids to Do

Join 4-H and explore exciting ways to grow, together.
Visit Kansas4-H.org to learn more.
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for a reminder about safe driving 
behaviors for the trip to campus 
and throughout the school year:

Obey speed limits
• Be aware of any unique or dif-

ferent traffic laws – such as hand-
held cell phone bans – in the city 
where your school is located.

• Don’t drive distracted by 
phones, passengers or other fac-
tors.

• Always move over for law en-
forcement, construction, towing 
and other work vehicles as well 
as disabled vehicles on the side 
of the road.

• Never drive buzzed or im-
paired by alcohol or drugs. Ar-
range a designated driver or sober 
ride home.

• All drivers and passengers in 
a vehicle should wear a seat belt, 
every time.

ABOUT AAA
AAA provides automotive, 

travel and insurance services 
to more than 62 million mem-
bers nationwide and more than 
350,000 members in Kansas. AAA 
advocates for the safety and mo-
bility of its members and has been 
committed to outstanding road 
service for more than 100 years. 
AAA is a non-stock, membership 
corporation working on behalf of 
motorists, who can map a route, 
access a COVID travel restriction 
map, find local gas prices and 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
discover discounts, book a hotel, 
and track their roadside assistance 
service with the AAA Mobile app 
(www.aaa.com/mobile) for iPhone, 
iPad and Android. For more in-
formation on joining or renewing 
a Membership, visit www.aaa.com.

CAR: Be aware of unique/
different traffic laws 
CAR.1

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

KDOT’s Cost Share Program applications 
are being accepted

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Transportation (KDOT) is now 
accepting applications for the fall 
2021 round of the agency’s Cost 
Share Program.

The Cost Share Program pro-
vides financial assistance to local 
entities for construction projects 
that improve safety, leverage state 
funds to increase total transpor-
tation investment and help both 
rural and urban areas of the state 
improve the transportation sys-
tem. The program was created in 

fall 2019. This is the fifth round of 
projects to receive funding.

“The continuation of the Cost 
Share Program shows KDOT’s on-
going commitment to improving 
transportation and creating eco-
nomic growth and job opportuni-
ties across Kansas,” said Deputy 
Secretary Lindsey Douglas. “Past 
Cost Share participants have prov-
en this program to be the financial 
boost that many small and large 
communities needed to achieve 
their project goals.”

An informational webinar 

on the program will take place 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 2. 
To register for the webinar, go to 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/3594645876305368591.

All transportation projects are 
eligible, including roadway (on 
and off the state system), rail, 
airport, bicycle/pedestrian and 
public transit. Candidate proj-
ects should include investments 
that provide transportation ben-
efits and are not eligible for other 
KDOT programs.

The deadline to submit applica-

tions is Sept. 24. More informa-
tion and a link to the application 
are available on KDOT’s website 
at http://www.ksdot.org/CostShare/
CostShareProgram.asp. All appli-
cations will be completed through 
the online link. A sample PDF 
application will be available for 
preview.

Contact Michelle Needham, 
Economic Development Programs 
Manager, at michelle.d.needham@
ks.gov with any questions.

USDA NASS to 
collect 2021 small 
grain production, 
stocks data

Submitted
During the first two weeks 

of September, growers of small 
grains around the country will be 
contacted by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS). The agency is taking a 
comprehensive look into the 2021 
production and supply of small 
grains, which include wheat, oats, 
barley and rye.

“The small grains industry is 
important to Kansas agriculture 
and it is crucial for everyone to 
have accurate data about this 
key sector of the economy,” said 
NASS’ Kansas State Statistician 
Doug Bounds. “We will contact 
more than 2,500 producers in 
Kansas to accurately measure 
2021 acreage, yield and produc-
tion for small grains and the 
quantities of grains and oilseeds 
stored on farm.”

“Responses to the survey will 

also be used in calculating county 
yields,” Bounds said. “USDA uses 
county yield information from the 
survey to evaluate and adminis-
ter vital farm disaster mitigation. 
Farmers who receive this survey 
should use this opportunity to 
assure their county is accurately 
represented in the calculation of 
Kansas county yield estimates.”

NASS safeguards the privacy of 
all respondents and publishes only 
aggregate data, ensuring that no 
individual operation or producer 
can be identified.

Survey results will be published 
in several reports, including the 
annual Small Grains Summary 
and the quarterly Grain Stocks 
report, both to be released on Sept. 
30. These and all NASS reports 
are available online at www.nass.
usda.gov. For more information, 
call the NASS Kansas Field Office 
at 800-582-6443.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA accepting applications to help 
cover costs for organic certification

Submitted
USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) announced that organic 
producers and handlers can apply 
for USDA funds to assist with the 
cost of receiving and maintaining 
organic certification through the 
Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (OCCSP). Applications 
for eligible certification expenses 
paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and 
Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 
2021.

OCCSP provides cost-share as-

sistance to producers and handlers 
of agricultural products for the 
costs of obtaining or maintain-
ing organic certification under 
the USDA’s National Organic Pro-
gram. Eligible producers include 
any certified producers or han-
dlers who have paid organic certi-
fication fees to a USDA-accredited 
certifying agent. Producers can be 
reimbursed for expenses includ-
ing application fees, inspection 
costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement and arrangement re-

quirements, travel expenses for 
inspectors, user fees, sales assess-
ments and postage.

For 2021, OCCSP will reim-
burse 50 percent of a certified 
operation’s allowable certification 
costs, up to a maximum of $500 
for each of the following catego-
ries or “scopes:”

• Crops;
• Wild crops;
• Livestock;
• Processing/handling;
• State organic program fees.

Organic farmers and ranch-
ers may apply through an FSA 
county office or a participating 
state agency.

MORE INFORMATION 
To learn more about organic 

certification cost share, please 
visit the OCCSP webpage, visit 
www.usda.gov/organic or contact 
your local USDA Service Center.

Have a favorite recipe?
Share it with us!

TO SUBMIT RECIPE:
- Email your recipe to:                 

recipes@sabethaherald.com.

- Drop off a copy of your recipe to:      
1024 Main Street.

- Make sure to include:                    
whose recipe it is, ingredients, 

instructions and any special tips.

If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page 
for all readers to enjoy!


