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MISSING PERSON

Statewide Silver Alert issued 
for missing Ozawkie man

SUBMITTED

The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office 
is requesting the public’s assistance in 
locating Kenneth Klenklen. Klenklen is 
a vulnerable, older white male, who is 
59 years old. He is 5 feet, 9 inches tall, 
weighing approximately 155 lbs. He has 
blue eyes and gray hair. Klenklen suf-
fers from Dementia, Parkinson’s disease 
and has other health issues.

Klenklen was last known to be at the 
Jefferson West Junction Convenience 
Store in Meriden, at approximately 2 
p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 15. He was 
last seen wearing black shoes, black 
pants, a black t-shirt and a blue unbut-
toned short-sleeve shirt.

Klenklen was driving his black with 
tan trim 2007 Ford Explorer Eddie Bau-

er Edition bearing Kansas License 
Plate 246 MUZ.

Klenklen is known to frequent 
the Ozawkie American Legion and 
the bars in Oskaloosa. Klenklen 
also has been known to frequent 
the Prairie Band and Sac and Fox 
Casinos in the past.

If you have any information, or 
see Klenklen or his vehicle, please 
contact the Jefferson County Sher-
iff ’s Office at 785-863-2351 or your 
local law enforcement agency.

The Sheriff ’s office first issued 
the silver alert to local media on 
Friday, Sept. 17, but Klenklen has 
not be located, so the silver alert 
has been expanded to a statewide 
alert.

KDHE

COVID-19 booster 
approved for 65 
and older, high risk 
individuals

SUBMITTED

On Friday, Sept. 17, the first step 
was completed in COVID-19 vaccine 
booster shots. However, there are 
three steps that still need to happen 
before certain Kansans can receive a 
booster shot.

What has been approved:
• Friday, Sept. 17 – The Federal 

Drug Administration (FDA) Vac-
cines and Related Biological Products 
Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) vot-
ed 18-0 in favor of a Pfizer-BioNTech 
booster dose for adults aged 65 and 
over and individuals aged 16 and over 
at high risk for COVID-19.

• They did not recommend boost-
ers for all individuals aged 16 and 
over. The committee had concerns 
about the lack of robust data, espe-
cially safety data in younger popula-
tions. They felt that a booster dose 
would not significantly impact or 
mitigate the state of the pandemic.

What still needs to happen:
• FDA authorization of booster 

dose. The FDA is expected to autho-
rize a booster vaccine for the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine early 

this week.
• The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices (ACIP) Recommendation. The 
ACIP is scheduled to meet on Sept. 
22 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sept. 23 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to consider the 
authorization from the FDA regard-
ing booster doses. The ACIP recom-
mendation will likely provide more 
specifics as it relates to the length of 
time after initial series completion, 
eligible age groups and identified 
high-risk groups.

• CDC Director Approval. Fol-
lowing the ACIP meeting, the CDC 
Director will make a final decision 
to approve, amend or reject the ACIP 
recommendations. Only this final de-
cision by the CDC Director will allow 
for providers to begin administering 
booster doses.

In August 2021, an additional dose 
of Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna CO-
VID-19 vaccine was approved for in-
dividuals who are moderately or se-
verely immunocompromised. These 
additional doses are not considered 
booster doses and remain available.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS

KDWP Law Enforcement Division      
awarded Anti-Poaching Grant

SUBMITTED

Kansas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) announced that its Law 
Enforcement Division has been awarded a 
$10,000 grant from International Wildlife 
Crimestoppers (IWC) toward the pur-
chase and outfitting of an educational 
anti-poaching trailer. 

The “Wall-of-Shame” trailer will be 
used to highlight past criminal wildlife 
cases KDWP has investigated and provide 
educational opportunities to examine 
actual contraband seized from investi-
gations.

“Poaching is a regrettable reality of 

wildlife conservation, especially for our 
Law Enforcement officers, so it makes it 
all the more imperative that our game 
wardens are equipped with the tools 
and resources they need to effect posi-
tive change,” said KDWP Secretary Brad 
Loveless. “I’m confident the Law Enforce-
ment Division will be excellent stewards 
of this grant money, just as all of our staff 
are, and that they’ll do a fine job of utiliz-
ing this trailer to its fullest extent.”

Through its membership in IWC, 
KDWP was eligible for the grant which 
is funded by Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund. Guided by the visionary 

leadership of Bass Pro founder Johnny 
Morris, the Outdoor Fund empowers the 
200 million annual customers of Bass 
Pro Shops and Cabela’s to support con-
servation efforts by “rounding up” their 
purchases.

KDWP Law Enforcement staff antici-
pate having the trailer road-ready by the 
first quarter of 2022.

For more information KDWP’s Law 
Enforcement Division, or to request the 
“Wall-of-Shame” trailer for a future 
event, contact Major David Simonetti at 
620-672-0705 or david.simonetti@ks.gov.

STATE OF KANSAS

Grants available for 
organizations to 
support COVID-19 
vaccination efforts

SUBMITTED

To reaffirm her administration’s 
support for local organizations en-
gaged in efforts to increase COV-
ID-19 vaccinations, Governor Laura 
Kelly announced Thursday, Sept. 16, 
the launch of the Pandemic Assis-
tance and Vaccine Equity Grants 
(PAVE) program. 

The PAVE program, launching to-
day through a partnership between 
Governor Kelly and the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment, provides an additional funding 
opportunity to local organizations’ 
vaccine efforts. The program is 
specifically dedicated to reaching 
high-risk, vulnerable communities 
disproportionately affected by the 
pandemic, including underserved 
populations such as racial and ethnic 
minorities and rural communities.

“Local organizations across the 
state have been working tirelessly 
for months to increase vaccinations 
among underserved populations and 
protect all of their communities from 
the threat of the virus,” Governor 
Kelly said. “Through the PAVE pro-
gram, my administration is pleased 
to support those efforts, empowering 
local communities to keep Kansans 
healthy, keep businesses open, and 
keep kids in school.”

Organizations can apply for grants 
up to $10,000 to support vaccina-
tion efforts. Requested funds must 
be utilized to support vaccine plan-
ning and activities to ensure effective 
and equitable COVID-19 vaccination 
distribution. This includes expanding 
infrastructure and supplies, engaging 
in additional partnerships, providing 
additional education and communi-
cation materials, supporting trans-
portation costs, and implementing 
and evaluating new strategies to 
reach underserved populations.

By expanding available resources, 
the State aims to empower commu-
nities promoting vaccination while 
ensuring greater access to the free 
and safe COVID-19 vaccine for all 
Kansans.

These funds are available to many 
types of organizations, including 
not but limited to clinics, commu-
nity and faith-based organizations, 
Kansas tribes, nonprofits, colleges, 
and pharmacies. Funding does not 
need to go through the SPARK ap-
proval process.

Applications must be submitted 
for consideration to PAVE@ks.gov by 
Dec. 31, 2021.

For more information, to down-
load an application, and to apply, 
please visit: https://kansascovidgrants.
com/.

KICKAPOO NATION SCHOOL

Orange Shirt Walk Day will 
take place September 30

SUBMITTED

On Thursday, Sept. 30, Kickapoo 
Nation School will host a remem-
brance event called Orange Shirt 
Walk Day due to the recent discovery 
of the beautiful indigenous children 
that never made it home. We would 
like to invite anyone to join us that 
day to show them that they won’t be 
forgotten.

A gathering will take place at 9:45 
a.m. in front of Kickapoo Nation 

School. A commemorative walk for 
four blocks also will take place at that 
time.

At 10:30 a.m., the junior high/
high school program/reading will 
take place.

Every child matters. Orange Shirt 
Day recognizes our commitment to 
reconciliation, anti-racism and anti-
bullying.

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Masks are required.

Kenneth Klenklen’s car is a 2007 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer Edition that’s black with tan trim.  Submitted

Kenneth Klenklen is missing since 
Wednesday, September 15.        Submitted

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

U.S. Task Force lowers diabetes              
screening age

SUBMITTED BY  MATTHEW LARA

As diabetes prevalence in the U.S. 
surges among children and adults, the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force has 
lowered its recommended screening age 
for overweight adults from 40 to 35.

Previous guidelines issued in 2015 rec-
ommended this measure for overweight 
adults aged 40 to 70 years. The new rec-
ommendation comes as data suggest that 
incidence of diabetes increases at age 35 
compared with younger ages; at-risk in-
dividuals should be screened every three 
years from ages 35 to 70.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, an estimated 84 
million American adults aged 18 years 
and older have prediabetes, which is ap-
proximately 1 out of 3. Of those, 90 per-
cent do not know they have it. In Kansas, 
almost eleven percent (10.8 percent) of 

adults aged 18 and older have diabetes, 
2019 Kansas Behavioral Risk Factor Sur-
veillance System (KS BRFSS) data show. 
In 2018, 9.7 percent of Kansas adults 
aged 18 years and older had ever been 
diagnosed with prediabetes or borderline 
diabetes.

Overweight and obesity constitute the 
main risk factors for both type 2 diabetes 
and prediabetes.  According to the 2019 
KS BRFSS, around 35.2 percent of Kan-
sas adults are obese, and 69.9 percent are 
overweight or obese.

As the disproportionately high inci-
dence and prevalence of these conditions 
are seen among certain minority groups, 
researchers stressed the importance of 
screening vulnerable populations, adding 
that heightened risk groups may need to 
begin screening earlier than age 35.

The number of people with diabetes is 
over 40 percent higher among Hispanic/

Latino (14.5 percent) and non-Hispanic 
Black (15.3 percent) persons than among 
non-Hispanic White (8.7 percent) per-
sons. There are strong associations be-
tween the number of people with diabetes 
and social factors such as socioeconomic 
status, education, disability status, as well 
as food and physical environments.

Meredith Slan, diabetes health educator 
at the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE), noted that one 
issue that needs to be addressed is the 
low rate of referral to diabetes preven-
tion programs for adults with prediabetes. 
One key feature of the National Diabetes 
Prevention Program (National DPP) is 
the CDC-recognized lifestyle change pro-
gram that focuses on healthy eating and 
physical activity. Slan also emphasized 
the availability of HALTdiabetesKS.com, a 
free virtual diabetes prevention program 
platform available through KDHE.
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What to look for in healthy recipes 

It has been well documented 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic that Americans spent 

more time eating, working and 
cooking at home. And, for many, 
that included many more visits to 
the family’s favorite recipe book. 

Recipes are fun, but “they are 
also a science.” 

“You can make some modifica-
tions and tweak recipes in some 
cases, but in a lot of baked goods, 
for example, those measurements 
are based on scientific propor-
tions,” said Sharolyn Jackson, 
K-State Research and Extension 
northeast area family and con-
sumer specialist. “So, being ac-
curate and following the recipe 
is really important.” 

Jackson, though, knows that 
science is ever-changing. 

“I’m reminded of a favorite 
quote: ‘Science is not the truth; 
science is finding the truth. And 
when science changes its opin-
ion, it didn’t lie to you. It learned 
more.’

“I think about that because 
good nutrition is a very new sci-
ence in comparison to many other 
sciences.” Jackson pointed to the 
fact that nutritionists once advised 
people to choose a low-fat or non-
fat diet. 

“That science has changed be-
cause not it’s not just that you look 
at low-fat or nonfat foods, but it’s 

the type of fat in that food,” she 
said. “We always knew there were 
different types of fat, but years ago 
we thought they 
were processed 
the same in the 
body, and now 
we know they 
are not. We 
r e c o m m e n d 
now that people 
use unsaturated 
fats, rather than 
saturated fats. 
Things that we told people years 
ago to avoid, we now say to eat 
these because they’re good for 
you, even though they have fat in 
them.”

Those types of changes have 
helped form guidance for how to 
adapt time-tested recipes, some of 
which may have been passed down 
through generations of families. 
Jackson offered the following 
thoughts on choosing healthy rec-
ipes, or adapting existing recipes 
to make them healthier:

• Look for veggies. “We know 
that fruits and vegetables are im-
portant in the diet, and the rec-
ommendations for how much to 
include have actually gone up over 
the years,” she said. Jackson said 
one idea is to look for recipes in 
which vegetables can serve as a 
main dish, “and then if you want 
meat with the meal, add a side 

dish of fish, grilled chicken or 
the occasional red meat. Instead 
of making the meat the main 

dish, make the 
vegetables the 
main dish.”

• Use whole 
grains: If a 
recipe ca l ls 
for white rice, 
consider sub-
stituting brown 
rice or another 
grain. “You can 

experiment a bit even with some 
of the ancient grains,” Jackson 
said. “And, think about mixing 
grains. Go half and half with pasta 
and rice, or half white/half whole 
grain pasta or rice.”

• Use whole wheat flour instead 
of white f lour. This is an easy 
substitute for any recipe that is 
not leavened by yeast, including 
cookies and quick breads. If your 
family is not keen on traditional 
whole wheat flour, us white whole 
wheat flour. 

• Bake it to make it. If a recipe 
calls for frying a food, bake it in-
stead, and avoid breading, which 
adds fat and calories.

• Cut the sugar. Use one-third 
to one-half less sugar in recipes 
for such goodies as cookies, muf-
fins and quick breads. “If there’s a 
recipe that you use often, such as 
a family recipe, start by reducing 

maybe one-fourth of that sugar,” 
Jackson said. “Then each time you 
make the recipe, cut out a little 
more and not how much you used 
each time.” 

• “When you get to the point 
where that recipe is not working 
anymore, or your family may not 
like it, then you know that’s how 
much you can cut out. Alter the 
recipe from there on.” Use that 
same strategy in cutting back on 
salt. 

• Substitute herbs and spices for 
salt. Herbs and spices can be more 
pleasing in many foods. Jackson 
said many people’s taste buds are 
trained for salt, but with small 
changes, they can be re-trained 
to enjoy certain herbs and spices 
in foods.

• Choose dark greens. Iceberg 
lettuce is the most popular type 
of lettuce, but it’s mostly water. “If 
you’re going to use Iceberg lettuce 
for a salad, load it up with a lot of 
other vegetables—tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, peppers and more,” said 
Jackson, who suggests such leafy 
greens such as spinach, mixed 
greens, arugula and kale.

• Eat Mediterranean Style. This 
is a diet choice that incorporates 
fruit, vegetables, nut seeds, fish 
and leaner meats and lots of veg-
etables. 

Forage stand recovery

Larval feeding in forage 
stands from fall army-
worm has been rampant 

as this growing season heads to-
wards the finish. Perennial forage 
crops like brome and alfalfa tend 
to respond fairly well to feeding 
in most cases, but scouting is still 
strongly recommended.

From a feeding standpoint, 
we don’t always know with cer-
tainty what the culprit might be. 
Fall armyworms don’t typically 
overwinter in Kansas, so the hope 
is they will wrap up feeding after 
this generation and try to find 
more suitable feeding location. 
True armyworms can overwinter 
in Kansas, so will likely continue 
to cycle through another genera-
tion or two, requiring a hard frost 
or freeze to end their feeding year. 

From a damage recovery stand-
point, there are lots of variables 
that come in to play. Late harvest-
ed stands seemed to be the most 
attractive to initial feeding dam-
age and as they regrow may still be 
quite attractive to moths looking 
to lay eggs for the next generation 
of feeding. Stands that are under 
drought stress, are nutrient de-
ficient, or have been declining 
over time may recover even more 
slowly than stands in better grow-
ing conditions. Since root growth 

tends to stop for at least a couple of 
weeks after complete defoliation, 
stands take time to recover – some 
more than others. Continue scout-
ing to see first if the stand is go-
ing to recover and second to make 
sure another infestation doesn’t 
remove new growth before it has 
a chance to.

If there were an “easy” answer 
as to what to do now and what to 
expect going forward – believe 
me, I’d share it here. Unfortu-
nately, there are a lot of variables 
at play and stands are going to re-
spond differently based on level of 
infestation and previous manage-
ment. Continue monitoring this 
fall to make sure feeding pressure 
doesn’t cause additional damage.

Planting trees in the fall
If you’ve been looking at your 

landscape all summer wishing you 
had more shade, or added color, or 

just another landscape feature in 
the way of a tree – consider plant-
ing now. Warm soil conditions in 
the fall are generally encourag-
ing for rapid root growth. If we 
can get some good moisture (or 
provide it ourselves), fall can be a 
great time to get a tree established 
so it’ better established prior to 
harsher conditions next growing 
season. 

The best time to plant most 
trees in the fall is early Septem-
ber to late October. This should 
provide ample time for roots to 
become established before ground 
freezes. Avoid planting beech, 
birch, redbud, magnolia, tulip 
poplar, willow oak, scarlet oak, 
black oak, willows, and dogwood, 
in the fall since they don’t put out 
a lot of fall root growth. Wait on 
them until spring.

Fall trees are not “easy care.” 
The top might be dormant, but 
roots are still actively growing. 
Make sure soils stay moist but 
not soggy via watering through 
the fall and in to the winter if 
we have warm spells reducing 
soil moisture levels. Mulch can 
be helpful because it minimizes 
moisture loss and slows soil cool-
ing so root growth continues as 
long as possible.

Farm 
machinery 
safety

I would like to remind every-
one that harvest time is here 
and we need to make sure to 

drive accordingly.
A lot of the farm machinery and 

semis with grain trailers take up 
much of the roadway, especially 
on rural country roads. Drivers 
are urged to drive with that in 
mind, and to make sure you are 
aware of your surroundings es-
pecially when cresting hills, not 
knowing what is on the other side.

Many accidents happen in the 
early morning or later afternoon 
hours when the sun is just rising 
or setting, causing blind spots. 
Also, accidents occur when driv-
ers are trying to pass machinery 
as view of the farmer can become 
obstructed due to the equipment. 
Sometimes, motorists feel they 
are behind schedule and try to 
make up time on the road and 
try to pass in unsafe locations – 
remember, safety first, accidents 
can be avoided and we are asking 
your cooperation in making this 
harvest a safe one.

Also, please buckle up and ar-
rive safely at your intended loca-
tion.
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

KDHE promotes Community Health 
Perceptions Survey

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Healthy Kansans 2030 
Steering Committee are promot-
ing a 10-minute Community 
Health Perceptions Survey to bet-
ter understand the most serious 
health issues affecting people in 
our state.

The Community Health Per-
ceptions Survey is part of Healthy 
Kansans 2030 activities to gather 
information for a state-wide 
health assessment and strategic 
planning process designed to im-
prove the health and well-being of 
Kansas residents. Survey results 
will help make sure that everyone 
in Kansas has a fair opportunity 
to live a healthy life.

“We want to know what health 
care is like for Kansas residents, 
so the survey asks questions such 

as how easy it is for you to find a 
doctor or to pay for health care,” 
said Ashley Goss, KDHE Deputy 
Secretary for Public Health. “Most 
important, we want to look to the 
future, and need your opinion 
about what things we should be 
focusing on to improve the health 
status of Kansans.”

The survey is anonymous. Sur-
vey results will be combined for 
analysis, and it will not be possible 
to link survey responses back to 
the person completing the survey. 
The survey is available at this link 
– https://bit.ly/healthy-ks-2030 – 
and will take about 10 minutes 
to complete. The survey deadline 
is Oct. 4.

The survey is available on-
line in six languages – English, 
Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, 
German and Arabic. Leaders of 
Healthy Kansans 2030 are espe-

cially interested in hearing from 
people whose voices are too often 
under-represented in conversa-
tions about health. They plan to 
distribute this survey as widely as 
possible to ensure that Kansans 
from all walks of the life have an 
opportunity to weigh in with their 
thoughts about the state of health 
in Kansas today and their health 
priorities for the future.

This survey is part of a bigger 
project that will lead to a State 
Health Improvement Plan. Hear-
ing what matters to you will help 
make sure that plan includes the 
right things. Learn more about 
Healthy Kansans 2030 at https://
www.kdheks.gov/cpm/NPHPSP.
htm.

If you have additional questions 
about the survey or Healthy Kan-
sans 2030, please contact Lynne 
Brown at lbrown@ibosswell.com.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Public Health Advisories for Kansas lakes                                
due to blue-green algae

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health ad-
visories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae.

Milford Lake Zones B and C 
are on Warning level due to very 
high toxin levels in samples col-
lected Aug. 30. These toxins can 
be absorbed by ingestion, inha-
lation of aerosols and even skin 
contact. Children and dogs are 
more susceptible to toxin expo-
sure. Blue-green algae blooms are 
unpredictable, and conditions can 
change quickly. All lake visitors 
should use caution and remain 
vigilant. The Milford State Park 
Splash Pad offers a safe recreation 
option for lake visitors throughout 
the se ason.

ACTIVE ADVISORIES
Warning
• Altamont City Lake “Idle 

Hour” - North Lake, Labette 
County

• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 
County

• Gathering Pond at Milford, 
Geary County

• Harvey County East Lake, 
Harvey County

• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Lake Afton, Sedgwick County
• Marion County Lake, Marion 

County
• Marion Reservoir, Marion 

County
• Melvern Outlet Pond, Osage 

County
• Melvern Outlet Swim Pond, 

Osage County
• Milford Lake Zones A, B and 

C, Geary/Dickinson/Clay Coun-
ties

• Neosho Co SFL, Neosho 
County

• Riverwalk Landing Pond, 
Geary County (elevated Sept. 16)

• South Lake, Johnson County
Watch
• Altamont City Lake “Idle 

Hour” - Main Lake, Labette 
County

• Big Eleven Lake, Wyandotte 
County

• Cheney Lake, Reno County 
(new)

• Ford County Lake, Ford 
County

• Hodgeman Co SFL, Hodge-
man County (lowered Sept. 16)

• Lake Jeanette, Leavenworth 
County

• Pony Creek Lake, Brown 
County

• Webster Reservoir, Rooks 
County

ADVISORIES LIFTED ON 
SEPT. 16

• Buhler City Lake, Reno Coun-
ty

• Roses Lake, Johnson County
A warning status indicates that 

conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided.

When a warning is issued, 
KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock.

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never be 
consumed by humans.

• Water contact should be 
avoided.

• Fish may be eaten if they are 
rinsed with clean water and only 
the fillet portion is consumed, 
while all other parts are discarded.

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae.

• If lake water contacts skin, 
wash with clean water as soon as 
possible.

• Avoid areas of visible algae ac-
cumulation.

A watch status means that blue-
green algae have been detected 
and a harmful algal bloom is pres-
ent or likely to develop. People are 
encouraged to avoid areas of algae 
accumulation and keep pets and 
livestock away from the water.

During the watch status, KDHE 
recommends the following pre-
cautions be taken:

•Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations.

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals.

• Avoid areas of algae accumu-
lation and do not let people/pets 
eat dried algae or drink contami-
nated water.

• Swimming, wading, skiing 
and jet skiing are discouraged 
near visible blooms.

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. 
Avoid direct contact with water, 

and wash with clean water after 
any contact.

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only.

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 
receives reports of potential al-
gae blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful condi-
tions.

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
floating blue-green clumps or fila-
ments in the water, or if the water 
is an opaque green, avoid contact 
and keep pets away. These are in-
dications that a harmful bloom 
may be present. Pet owners should 
be aware that animals that swim 
in or drink water affected by a 
harmful algal bloom or eat dried 
algae along the shore may become 
seriously ill or die.

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/in-
dex.htm.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Kansas crop progress, condition
Submitted

For the week ending Sept. 19, 
there were 6-1/2 days suitable 
for fieldwork, according to the 
USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. Topsoil mois-
ture supplies rated 14 percent very 
short, 35 percent short, 50 percent 
adequate and 1 percent surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
14 percent very short, 32 percent 
short, 53 percent adequate and 1 
percent surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter 
wheat planted was 13 percent, 
near 12 percent last year and 11 
percent for the five-year average. 
Emerged was 1 percent, equal to 
both last year and average.

Corn condition rated 7 percent 
very poor, 12 percent poor, 25 per-
cent fair, 46 percent good and 10 
percent excellent. Corn dented 
was 93 percent, near 95 percent 
last year and 94 percent average. 
Mature was 62 percent, near 64 

percent both last year and average. 
Harvested was 20 percent, ahead 
of 15 percent last year and near 19 
percent average.

Soybean condition rated 3 per-
cent very poor, 8 percent poor, 28 
percent fair, 55 percent good and 
6 percent excellent. Soybeans set-
ting pods was 95 percent, near 97 
percent both last year and average. 
Dropping leaves was 36 percent, 
behind 46 percent last year, but 
near 34 percent average.

Sorghum condition rated 4 
percent very poor, 9 percent poor, 
29 percent fair, 50 percent good 
and 8 percent excellent. Sorghum 
coloring was 89 percent, near 90 
percent last year and 87 percent 
average. Mature was 37 percent, 
ahead of 30 percent last year and 
25 percent average. Harvested was 
5 percent, near 2 percent last year 
and 4 percent average.

Cotton condition rated 0 per-
cent very poor, 2 percent poor, 37 

percent fair, 56 percent good and 
5 percent excellent. Cotton bolls 
opening was 46 percent, ahead of 
39 percent last year and 33 percent 
average.

Pasture and Range Report: 
Pasture and range conditions rat-
ed 7 percent very poor, 15 percent 
poor, 36 percent fair, 40 percent 
good and 2 percent excellent.

Data for this news release were 
provided at the county level by 
USDA Farm Service Agency, KSU 
Extension Service and other re-
porters across the State.

Access the National Crop Prog-
ress and Condition publication 
at https://usda.library.cornell.edu/
concern/publications/8336h188j.

Access Crop Progress and 
Condition graphical products at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_
and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Con-
dition/2021/index.php.

KANSAS INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT

Storms 
cause more 
than $42.2 
million in 
damage

Submitted
The Kansas Insurance Depart-

ment announced Thursday, Sept. 
26, that destructive weather in the 
month of June caused more than 
$42.2 million in damage. These 
estimates are based on a report-
ed 5,470 insurance claims in 101 
Kansas counties.

“We continue to see that the 
best defense against the active 
Kansas weather is proactive plan-
ning,” Insurance Commissioner 
Vicki Schmidt said. “Insured Kan-
sans are reducing the financial 
impact of damaging weather by 
filing claims on their insurance 
policies.”

The estimates for June 2021 
property loss payments more than 
doubled June 2020’s property loss 
payments of $20.5 million. The 
June 2020 estimates were based 
on 5,120 insurance claims. So far 
in 2021, storm losses have caused 
more than $141.3 million in re-
ported damage.

Estimated storm loss data con-
sists of windstorm, tornado, and 
hail damage or other weather-re-
lated claim losses for insured real 
and personal property in Kansas 
reported for each calendar year 
and monthly during the calendar 
year.

The Department collects this 
data for the general public and 
other interested parties. For his-
torical storm loss data and guides 
on how to prepare for storms and 
finding the right insurance cov-
erage, please visit our website at 
insurance.kansas.gov.

Lindsay & Kevin, 4-H Sewing Project

In 4-H, kids roll up their sleeves and do with 
their hands. Their experiences grow the 
teamwork they need for life and career.

Inspire Kids to Do

Join 4-H and explore exciting ways to grow, together.
Visit Kansas4-H.org to learn more.
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How are we stacking up?
 Questions? Concerns? Compliments? Don’t hesitate to contact us!
    by email to sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com | by phone to 786-284-3300 | in person at 1024 Main Street in Sabetha{ }


