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AAA

Roadside tragedies underscore 
need for drivers to slow    
down, move over

SUBMITTED

Newly released AAA research indi-
cates that some drivers may not fully 
grasp the danger they pose to roadside 
workers, a particularly alarming find 
given the recent deaths of two AAA 
drivers killed this year along with doz-
ens of other first responders working 
at the roadside.

In fact, on average across the U.S., 
every other week a first responder is 
killed while working at the roadside, 
highlighting just how dangerous it is 
for individuals who regularly work 
along the shoulders of America’s busy 
and congested roads.

An AAA tow driver in Ohio was 
killed on July 4 while placing a dis-
abled vehicle on the back of a flatbed on 
the side of the road. Only three weeks 
later, an AAA driver in Colorado also 
was struck and killed. As of August of 
this year, 14 tow providers have lost their 
lives while helping others at the roadside.

An average of 24 emergency respond-
ers, including tow providers, are struck 
and killed by vehicles while working at 
the roadside each year.

“As drivers, we all share responsibil-
ity for keeping roadside workers safe. 
By paying attention, slowing down and 
moving over, away from the side of the 
road where work is taking place, we allow 
those working to do so without risk,” said 
Tom Wiedemann, President and CEO, 
AAA Club Alliance. “AAA is committed 
to raising awareness around this critical 
issue that continues to tragically claim 
the lives of first responders and disabled 
motorists.”

To protect our first responders, AAA 
and other traffic safety advocates have 
led the way in getting Move Over laws 
passed in all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia.

Yet, startling new data from the AAA 
Foundation for Traffic Safety finds that 
among drivers who do not comply with 
Move Over laws at all times:

• 42 percent thought this behavior 
was somewhat or not dangerous at all 
to roadside emergency workers. This 
demonstrates that drivers may not re-
alize how risky it is for those working 
or stranded along highways and roads 
closed to moving traffic.

• Nearly a quarter of those surveyed 
(23 percent) are unaware of the Move 
Over law in the state where they live, and

• Among those who are aware of their 
state’s Move Over laws, about 15 percent 
report not understanding the potential 
consequences for violating the Move 
Over law at all.

A new AAA poll of Kansas drivers in-
dicates a similar lack of understanding 

or awareness around the state’s Move 
Over law:

• 99 percent of Kansas drivers respond-
ed that it is “very dangerous” or “some-
what dangerous” for roadside workers if 
motorists do not comply with the Move 
Over law.

• 92 percent of Kansas motorists said 
they would support such a measure, and

• 33 percent of all Kansas drivers an-
swered “unsure” or thought there was 
“no” Move Over law.

KANSAS’ MOVE OVER LAW
State law requires drivers approaching 

a stationary emergency vehicle display-
ing flashing lights, including towing and 
recovery vehicles, traveling in the same 
direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe 
and possible to do so, or slow to a speed 
safe for road, weather and traffic condi-
tions. In Kansas, the original law took 
effect in 2000 to protect law enforcement 
officers.

It has been expanded over the years 
to reduce risk to roadside construction 
crews, emergency responders, tow op-
erators and waste collection vehicles. It 
was most recently broadened during the 
2021 Kansas Legislative session to include 
utility and telecommunications crews. 
If motorists are cited for violating this 
statute, they will face a $75 fine, plus, 
potentially, additional court costs.

SLOW DOWN, MOVE OVER 
FOR DISABLED MOTORISTS

It’s not just tow providers and other 
emergency responders being killed on the 
side of the road. Since 2015, over 1,600 
people have been struck and killed while 
outside of a disabled vehicle, and some 
states have extended Move Over protec-
tions to include everyone at the roadside.

“This is not just about the law. This is 

about drivers paying attention and look-
ing out for others because it is literally 
a matter of life and death,” said Shawn 
Steward, Manager of Public and Govern-
ment Affairs for AAA Kansas. “Don’t 
just slow down to look. Slow down and 
move over.”

The reality is that drivers are increas-
ingly distracted while driving. Previous 
AAA Foundation research has found that 
drivers are up to four times as likely to 
crash if they are talking on a cell phone 
while driving and up to eight times as 
likely to be in a crash if texting. 

To protect roadside workers, drivers 
with disabled vehicles and others, and 
to improve highway safety, AAA offers 
these precautionary tips:

• Remain alert, avoid distractions and 
focus on the task of driving.

• Keep an eye out for situations where 
emergency vehicles, tow trucks, utility 
service vehicles or disabled vehicles are 
stopped on the side of the road.

• When you see these situations, slow 
down and if possible, move one lane over 
and away from the people and vehicles 
stopped at the side of the road.

ABOUT SLOW DOWN, MOVE 
OVER

Since 2007, AAA has been instru-
mental in passing Move Over laws in all 
states, including advocating for those 
laws to cover tow providers and other 
emergency responders. Additionally, 
AAA clubs have participated in educa-
tional and advocacy initiatives, creat-
ing public service announcements and 
reaching out to state officials. But, there 
is more work to be done. AAA is com-
mitted to raising awareness of the Move 
Over laws and the dangers associated 
with working at the roadside.

CHILD CARE AWARE

Governor announces 
grants for child    
care providers

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly today an-
nounced that Child Care Aware 
of Kansas, in partnership with 
Kansas Department for Children 
and Families (DCF), is launching 
a second round of Child Care Sus-
tainability Grants to aid child care 
providers in meeting the costs of 
operating their business.

Grant awards will range from 
$5,000 for family child care pro-
grams to $60,000 for large centers.

“At the height of the pandem-
ic, the Child Care Sustainability 
grant program supported nearly 
3,200 child care centers in Kansas, 
allowing them to stay open when 
families needed them most,” Gov-
ernor Kelly said. “As we grow the 
economy, this second round of 
grants will provide the continued 
support our child care facilities 
need to stay open and to ensure 
that Kansas families have access 
to safe, quality child care.”

“Time and again we heard 
from child care providers that as 
families sheltered in place dur-
ing the pandemic, they were faced 
with difficult decisions involving 
staffing, operating expenses and 
even providing classroom sup-
plies,” said Kansas DCF Secretary 
Laura Howard. “We are confident 
the second round of grants will 
continue to provide needed sup-

port to child care providers and 
offer one less worry for Kansas 
families.”

The Child Care Sustainability 
grant application will be avail-
able via the Child Care Aware of 
Kansas website beginning Oct. 1, 
2021, and must be received by 5 
p.m., Nov. 5, 2021. To be consid-
ered for funding, child care pro-
grams must maintain an active 
permanent license with Kansas 
Department of Health and En-
vironment, whether they remain 
open or temporarily closed.

Funds may be used for any 
normal operational expenses, ad-
ditional expenses the child care 
program has due to meeting CDC 
guidance for mitigating the spread 
of COVID-19 and other activities 
necessary to maintain or resume 
the operation of programs.

“Child care providers are es-
sential to parents’ ability to work, 
especially at a time when child 
care is in such short supply. Fi-
nancial support from these grants 
will stabilize our existing child 
care infrastructure, ensuring 
that parents have a safe, nurtur-
ing environment for their young 
children,” said Kelly Davydov, 
Executive Director.

For more information about the 
Child Care Sustainability Grants, 
visit https://ks.childcareaware.org.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Laura 
Kelly announces 
voter registration 
opportunities

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly an-
nounced Friday, Oct. 1, that, 
through an agreement between 
a coalition of civil rights agencies 
and the State of Kansas, Kansans 
statewide will now have expanded 
opportunities to register to vote or 
update voter registration.

Under the agreement, the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) and 
the Kansas Department for Chil-
dren and Families (KDCF) will 
expand opportunities for voter 
registration, in compliance with 
the National Voter Registration 
Act (NVRA). Statewide, the agen-
cies have committed to provid-
ing additional resources to help 
people receiving public benefits 
who want to register to vote.

“Every lawfully eligible Kansan 
deserves an equal opportunity to 
cast his or her ballot in every elec-
tion,” Governor Kelly said. “By 
sharing resources and expand-
ing opportunities to get registered 
to vote, we will encourage more 
voices to be heard at the polls and 
more Kansans to exercise this im-
portant right.”

Governor Kelly’s office worked 
closely with Kansas voting rights 
advocacy non-profit Loud Light, 
who was represented by think 
tank Demos, the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) of Kan-
sas and the ACLU’s national Vot-
ing Rights Project.

“The most important takeaway 
is that we’re opening up oppor-
tunities to register to vote. Voter 
participation is always our biggest 
priority,” said Davis Hammet, Ex-
ecutive Director of Loud Light.

In November 2019, the parties 
met to discuss deficiencies in 
state agencies’ compliance under 
the NVRA. The NRVA, passed 
in 1993, set certain requirements 
for state agencies providing public 
assistance benefits regarding voter 
registration assistance. Although 
KDHE and KDCF may have been 
in compliance previously, previ-
ous administrations allowed the 

agencies to abandon the obliga-
tions under this law, according 
to the coalition.

The written agreements be-
tween the State and the advocacy 
groups successfully allowed the 
parties to avoid litigation. The 
agreements establish milestones 
to get the state back in compli-
ance.

Requirements include:
• Updating the agencies’ poli-

cies,
• Incorporating voter registra-

tion information into benefits 
material, and

• Providing registration infor-
mation and applications at agen-
cy offices and on the agencies’ 
websites and online application 
portals.

The effects of this agreement 
have already started, with KDCF 
and KDHE sending over 277,000 
voter registrations through reme-
dial mailings prior to the Novem-
ber 2020 general election.

“It’s unfortunate and, frankly, 
unacceptable that Kansas fell out 
of compliance previously, but we 
appreciate the current leadership’s 
cooperation to remedy our con-
cerns and take concrete steps to-
wards fulfilling their obligations 
to help Kansans register to vote,” 
said Sharon Brett, Legal Director 
for the ACLU of Kansas.

The agreement’s provisions will 
be in effect until June 30, 2025, 
although the state will still be 
expected to comply with NVRA 
regulations afterwards.

“This agreement to bring the 
state of Kansas back into com-
pliance with the National Voter 
Registration Act is a win for the 
residents of Kansas, who will now 
have more access to voter registra-
tion and greater opportunity to 
vote and enjoy full participation 
in the democratic process,” said 
Brenda Wright, Interim Direc-
tor of Legal Strategies at Demos. 
“We will continue to work with 
the state to maintain a seamless 
registration process for its resi-
dents.”

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

Test smoke alarms before cold weather 
brings increased threat of home fires

SUBMITTED

This year during Fire Pre-
vention Week (Oct. 3-9), the 
Kansas and Oklahoma region 
of the American Red Cross 
urges you to test your smoke 
alarms before the threat of 
home fires increases with cold 
weather.

The Red Cross responds to 
27 percent more home fires 
in November-March than in 
warmer months. According 
to the National Fire Protec-
tion Association — which is 
sponsoring Fire Prevention 
Week with the theme, “Learn 
the Sounds of Fire Safety” — 
home fires are most common 
in cooler months when people 
spend more time inside, and 
cooking and heating equip-
ment are the leading causes 
of these crises.

“Every day, people’s lives are 
devastated by home fires — a 
threat that’s increasing as win-
ter approaches,” said Brittney 
Rochell, Chief Communica-
tions Officer for the Kansas 
Oklahoma region. “Help keep 
your family safe now by test-

ing your smoke alarms and 
practicing your two-minute 
fire escape drill.”

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY

During Fire Prevention 
Week, test your smoke alarms 
and practice your two-minute 
home fire escape drill — the 
amount of time that experts 
say you may have to get out 
before it’s too late. Teach 
children what a smoke alarm 
sounds like and talk about 
fire safety and what to do 
in an emergency. Visit www.
redcross.org/fire for more in-
formation.

Place smoke alarms on each 
level of your home, including 
inside and outside bedrooms 
and sleeping areas. Test 
alarms monthly and change 
the batteries at least once a 
year, if your model requires it.

Check the manufacturer’s 
date of your smoke alarms. If 
they’re 10 years or older, they 
likely need to be replaced, 
because components such 
as batteries can become less 
reliable. Follow your alarm’s 

manufacturer instructions. 
Include at least two ways to 
exit every room in your home 
in your escape plan.

Select a meeting spot at a 
safe distance away from your 
home, such as your neighbor’s 
home or landmark like a spe-
cific tree in your front yard, 
where everyone knows to 
meet. Tailor your escape plan 
to everyone’s needs in your 
household. If you are deaf or 
hard of hearing, install strobe 
light and bed-shaker alarms to 
help alert you to a fire. When 
practicing your plan, include 
any devices or people that can 
help you to get out safely.

If you cannot afford to pur-
chase smoke alarms or are 
physically unable to install 
one, the Red Cross may be 
able to help. Contact your lo-
cal Red Cross for help. Due to 
COVID-19 safety guidelines, 
smoke alarm installations are 
limited to where they’re safe 
to do so.

PREPARING NOW 
CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Since October 2014, the Red 

Cross Home Fire Campaign 
with community partners 
has saved at least 1,048 lives 
— including 11 in the Kan-
sas/Oklahoma region — by 
educating families about fire 
safety, helping them create es-
cape plans and installing free 
smoke alarms in high-risk ar-
eas. To learn more about the 
campaign and how you can 
get involved, visit www.red-
cross.org/HomeFires.

ABOUT THE 
AMERICAN RED 
CROSS

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds and provides 
comfort to victims of disas-
ters; supplies about 40 percent 
of the nation’s blood; and 
supports veterans, military 
members and their families. 
The Red Cross is a nonprofit 
organization that depends on 
volunteers and the generos-
ity of the American public to 
deliver its mission. For more 
information, please visit www.
redcross.org or www.CruzRo-
jaAmericana.org, or visit us 
on Twitter.
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Changing demographic 
patterns, trends of older 
adults without children

A new report released by 
the U.S. Census Bureau 
provides an overview of 

U.S. adults age 
55 and older 
who do not 
have biological 
children. It is 
titled “Childless 
Older Ameri-
cans: 2018” and 
is supported in 
part by Na-
tional Institute 
on Aging.

Researchers found that one in 
six older adults fall in this group – 
amounting to 15.2 million adults. 
The majority of these adults were 
non-Hispanic White.

Researchers also found that 
men were more likely than older 
women to be childless and that 
childlessness is more prevalent 
amount the younger ages stud-
ied (55-64). Women without chil-
dren had better self-rated health 
scores and higher personal net 
worth than men without children. 
Childless older women were less 
likely to be living with disabilities 
than biological mothers.

The report highlights that 
childless older adults may be 

more vulnerable than parents as 
they age because they have fewer 
sources of potential caregiving 

and financial 
support within 
their immedi-
ate families. 
Spouses and 
children are the 
primary sourc-
es of informal 
caregiving in 
t he  Un ite d 
States.

However, the Census Bureau 
report found that adults without 
children were more likely to have 
higher levels of personal net worth 
and educational attainment than 
older parents. So, while childless 
adults have less support from 
within their households, they may 
be at a greater advantage when ac-
quiring paid care later in life.

The composition of the older 
population will continue to 
change over the coming decades. 
The report suggests that there is 
more research needed in this area 
because it is likely that childless 
adults will make up a larger share 
of the older adult population than 
in the past. 

Counterfeit 
pills

On Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) 

issued a Public Safety Alert to 
warn the American public of the 
alarming increase in fake pre-
scription pills containing fentanyl 
and methamphetamine. These 
counterfeit pills are easy to pur-
chase, widely available and often 
contain deadly doses of fentanyl.

DEA warns that pills purchased 
outside of a licensed pharmacy are 
illegal, dangerous and potentially 
lethal. This alert does not apply to 
legitimate pharmaceutical medi-
cations prescribed by physicians 
dispensed by pharmacists.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
last year more than 93,000 people 
died of overdoses in the United 
States, marking the largest num-
ber of drug-related deaths ever 
recorded in a year. Fentanyl, the 
synthetic opioid most commonly 
found in counterfeit pills, is the 
primary driver of this alarming 
increase in overdose deaths.

DEA agents, in partnership 
with federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies, have seized 
record amounts of counterfeit pills 
containing deadly doses of fen-
tanyl. Officials also report that 
increasingly, methamphetamine 
is being pressed into counterfeit 
pills. Drug traffickers are using 
fake pills to exploit the opioid cri-
sis and prescription drug misuse 
in the United States. More than 5 
million counterfeit pills have been 
seized this year. At this unprece-
dented rate, more counterfeit pills 
will be seized in 2021 than in the 
previous three years combined.

See www.SabethaHerald.com for 
more information.

Safely preserving sweet 
potatoes, tomatoes       
for fall

With the arrival of 
fall, many people 
enjoy canning their 

produce to enjoy during the 
colder months 
and holidays. 
Two common 
canned favor-
ites during fall 
are sweet pota-
toes and toma-
toes. Kansas 
State University 
food scientist 
Karen Blakeslee 
shares tips and 
safety precautions for home can-
ning.

She says that food preservation 
by means of canning is backed by 
years of science and was a much-
utilized method in times where 
food was scarce for fall and winter 
seasons. However, despite food 
preservation’s time-backed safety, 
older recipes may not be ideal.

“The science is evolving, so 
over the years the recommenda-
tions to preserve food safely have 
evolved,” said Blakeslee, who is 
also coordinator of K-State’s Rapid 
Response Center for food science. 
“Food preservation methods and 
practices of yesteryear may not be 
safe for today.”

To ensure food safety, Blakeslee 
advises only using recipes that are 
up-to-date. In other words, reci-
pes that are from 1994 or older are 
considered outdated as process-
ing times have changed since that 
date.

While sweet potatoes and to-
matoes are vegetables, the two 
foods differ in their acid content. 
Sweet potatoes are a low-acid 
food. Blakeslee said the canning 
requirements for sweet potatoes 
include:

• Pressure canning to get the 

temperature up to 240 degrees 
Fahrenheit to destroy the danger-
ous food pathogen, Clostridium 
botulinum.

• Cut po-
t atoes  i nto 
chunks or piec-
es, do not puree 
or mash. Heat 
cannot move 
a d e q u a t e l y 
through the jar 
of dense mash.

To m a t o e s 
are in between 
a low-acid and 

high-acid food, and Blakeslee 
outlines the different canning 
requirements:

• Do not can tomatoes that have 
been on the vine during a frost or 
freeze. The acidity has changed 
throughout the temperature 
change and bacterial pathogens 
are more likely to have invaded.

• Tomatoes that are overripe 
also may not be ideal to can, as 
tomatoes acidity decreases as they 
mature — again, making bacte-
ria more likely to grow. Ensure 
correct canning temperatures are 
reached to kill bacteria.

• Tomatoes not subject to a frost 
or freeze can be safely canned 
using a pressure canner or water 
bath canner. With either method, 
extra acid must be added to ensure 
safety.

After your produce is canned, 
there are still a couple safety mea-
sures to consider. Store canned 
food in a cool, dry, dark location 
and use within one year. Blakeslee 
recommends using Kansas State 
University’s resources for safe 
food preservation and trusted 
canning recipes. Remember to 
adjust your processing for your 
location to account for higher el-
evations in your area.

Soybean cyst nematode testing

Harvest is a great time 
to make an “on the go” 
evaluation of a farm’s 

performance as we finish out the 
crop year. Not only can you see 
physical differences in the field 
as you harvest, but see how they 
correlate on yield monitor soft-
ware as well.

For soybean growers, harvest 
is a great opportunity to deter-
mine the reason behind lower 
yielding portions of individual 
farms. A quick look at fertil-
ity and soil maps can eliminate 
some issues, particularly when it 
comes to thinner soil types, etc., 
and yet some spots may be lower 
yielding for no apparent reason. 
That’s when it might be time to 
consider soybean cyst nematode 
(SCN) pressure.

SCN are a microscopic organ-
ism capable in high numbers of 
causing significant yield losses – 
without visual symptomology. As 
such, regular sampling is encour-
aged to help growers monitor SCN 
numbers. Immediately following 
harvest is a great time to check for 
SCN, and it can be done as soil 
samples are pulled for nutrient 
analysis as well.

Divide fields into sections based 
on cropping history, yield, soil 

type, or, in fairly uniform fields, 
smaller sub fields. From each area, 
collect 10 to 20 cores from a depth 
of six to eight inches while walk-
ing in a systemic pattern across 
the sample area. Mix cores togeth-
er and submit one pint of soil in 
a plastic bag. Samples should be 
refrigerated until shipping and 
shipped as quickly as possible via 
overnight means to a testing lab 
of your choice.

If you are a Meadowlark Exten-
sion District grower interested 
in free SCN testing available on 
a limited basis through the KSU 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab, 
contact me at any District Office 
or e-mail me at dhallaue@ksu.edu. 
Sample numbers are limited. In-
quire soon.

Tall in the Fall? Turf 
Questions Answered

Whether it’s because we don’t 

want to mow one more time – or 
we’re actually interested in turf 
grass health – you’ll often hear 
recommendations made about 
allowing lawns to grow tall prior 
to the onset of winter. Fact is, it’s 
probably not the best idea.

If turf has been mowed at an 
appropriate height all summer, 
there’s no need to change now. 
Extra “cover” isn’t likely to pre-
vent cold injury to crowns, and 
a canopy left too high during 
the winter may lay over and mat 
down, leading to winter-diseases 
like snow mold. You’re much bet-
ter off implementing other facets 
of a sound turf grass management 
program like fertilizing, water-
ing and continued appropriate 
mowing through the remainder 
of the fall.

Bottom line: stay within the rec-
ommended mowing height range. 
For tall fescue turf grass species, 
that’s two and a half to three and 
a half inches. For Kentucky blue-
grass lawns, two to three inches 
in height is appropriate. These 
heights will encourage carbohy-
drate storage in the root system 
going in to fall – and benefit the 
lawn as green up begins again next 
spring.

Land conservation nominations for 
2021 Banker’s Award sought

Word that the Con-
servation Awards 
Program will again 

be held in Brown County was re-
ceived today by Matthew Young, 
Brown County Agriculture and 
4-H Agent.

“This program is being spon-
sored,” Young said, “by the agri-
cultural committee of the Kansas 
Bankers Association.”

It represents an effort to rec-
ognize and reward farmers who 
practice good stewardship of the 
environment.

The purpose of this program is 
to stimulate a greater interest in 
the conservation of the agricul-
tural resources of Kansas, by giv-
ing recognition to those farmers 

and landowners who have made 
outstanding progress in the estab-
lishment of soil and water conser-
vation on their farms.

Points to be considered in se-
lecting soil conservation award 
winners include:

1. Use of land according to its 
capabilities;

2. Completeness of conserva-
tion plan;

3. Balance of farm enterprise;
4. Quality of conservation work 

completed and maintenance of 
practices;

5. Special practices unique to 
the farming operation.

Nominations can be made for 
any person in the county and a 
written justification should be 
included. Send nominations to 
K-State Research and Extension, 
Brown County, 601 Oregon Street, 
Hiawatha, KS 66434, or the NRCS 
Office at 1310 Oregon Street, Hi-
awatha, KS 66434. Deadline for 
submission is Oct. 22.
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THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT

Health advisories for 
Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health advi-
sories for Kansas lakes due to blue-
green algae.

Active Advisories
Warning
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 

County
• Ford County Lake, Ford Coun-

ty (elevated Sept. 30)
• Gathering Pond at Milford, 

Geary County
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Lake Afton, Sedgwick County
• Lake Jeanette, Leavenworth 

County
• Marion Reservoir, Marion 

County
• Melvern Outlet Pond, Osage 

County
• Melvern Outlet Swim Pond, 

Osage County
• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary/

Dickinson/Clay Counties
• Neosho Co SFL, Neosho Coun-

ty
• Riverwalk Landing Pond, 

Geary County
• South Lake, Johnson County
Watch
• Big Eleven Lake, Wyandotte 

County
• Cheney Lake, Reno County
• Harvey County East Lake, Har-

vey County (lowered Sept. 30)
• Hodgeman Co SFL, Hodgeman 

County
• Milford Lake Zone A, Geary 

County
• Milford Lake Zone B, Geary 

County
• Pony Creek Lake, Brown Coun-

ty
• Roses Lake, Johnson County
• Webster Reservoir, Rooks 

County
Lifted on Sept. 30
• Altamount City Lake “Idle 

Hour” – Main Lake, Labette 
County

• Altamount City Lake “Idle 
Hour” – North Lake, Labette 
County

• Hain SFL, Ford County
• Marion County Lake, Marion 

County
A Warning status indicates that 

conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. 
When a warning is issued, KDHE 
recommends the following precau-
tions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock.

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never be 
consumed by humans.

• Water contact should be avoid-
ed.

• Fish may be eaten if they are 
rinsed with clean water and only 
the fillet portion is consumed, 
while all other parts are discarded.

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae.

• If lake water contacts skin, wash 
with clean water as soon as possible.

• Avoid areas of visible algae ac-
cumulation.

A Watch status means that blue-
green algae have been detected and 
a harmful algal bloom is present 
or likely to develop. People are en-
couraged to avoid areas of algae 
accumulation and keep pets and 
livestock away from the water.

During the watch status, KDHE 
recommends the following precau-
tions be taken:

• Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations.

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals.

• Avoid areas of algae accumula-
tion and do not let people/pets eat 
dried algae or drink contaminated 
water.

• Swimming, wading, skiing and 
jet skiing are discouraged near vis-
ible blooms.

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. Avoid 
direct contact with water, and wash 
with clean water after any contact.

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only.

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 
receives reports of potential algae 
blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful conditions.

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
floating blue-green clumps or fila-
ments in the water, or if the water 
is an opaque green, avoid contact 
and keep pets away. These are indi-
cations that a harmful bloom may 
be present. Pet owners should be 
aware that animals that swim in or 
drink water affected by a harmful 
algal bloom or eat dried algae along 
the shore may become seriously ill 
or die.

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/index.
htm.

CROPS

Kansas grain 
production, stocks

Submitted
Winter wheat production 

is estimated at 364 million 
bushels, up 29 percent from 
last year, according to the 
USDA’s National Agricultur-
al Statistics Service. The area 
harvested for grain totaled 7 
million acres, up 12 percent 
from 2020. Planted acreage 
totaled 7.3 million acres, up 
11 percent from a year earli-
er. The yield is 52 bushels per 
acre, up 7 bushels from 2020.

Oat production is estimat-
ed at 1 million bushels, up 
20 percent from 2020. Area 
harvested for grain, at 20,000 
acres, is up 25 percent from 
last year. Planted acreage to-
taled 115,000 acres, down 18 
percent from a year earlier. 
Yield is 50 bushels per acre, 
down 2 bushels per acre from 
last year.

Barley production is es-
timated at 264,000 bushels, 
down 14 percent from a year 
ago. Area harvested for grain 
is 4,000 acres, down 33 percent 
from 2020. Planted acreage 
totaled 14,000 acres, down 13 
percent from last year. Average 
yield, at a record high 66 bush-
els per acre, is up 15 bushels 
from 2020.

SEPTEMBER GRAIN 
STOCKS

Kansas corn stocks in all 
positions on Sept. 1 totaled 

59.1 million bushels, down 38 
percent from 2020, according 
to the USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service. Of 
the total, 10.5 million bushels 
are stored on farms, down 40 
percent from a year ago. Off-
farm stocks, at 48.6 million 
bushels, are down 37 percent 
from last year.

Wheat stored in all posi-
tions totaled 406 million 
bushels, down 5 percent from 
a year ago. On-farm stocks of 
26.5 million bushels are down 
17 percent from 2020 and off-
farm stocks of 379 million 
bushels are down 4 percent 
from last year.

Sorghum stored in all po-
sitions totaled 8.06 million 
bushels, down 47 percent 
from 2020. On-farm stocks 
of 340,000 bushels are down 
85 percent from a year ago and 
off-farm stocks of 7.72 million 
bushels are down 41 percent 
from last year.

Soybeans stored in all po-
sitions totaled 8.92 million 
bushels, down 63 percent from 
last year. On-farm stocks of 1.7 
million bushels are down 60 
percent from a year ago and 
off-farm stocks, at 7.22 million 
bushels, are down 64 percent 
from 2020.

Oat stocks stored in off-
farm positions totaled 609,000 
bushels, up 71 percent from a 
year ago.

WHEAT SCOOP

Export reports provide key insights for price outlooks
Submitted

The fall fieldwork season is 
a f lurry of activity as Kansas 
farmers harvest fall crops, eye 
the end of haying and put this 
year’s wheat crop in the ground. 
As they do, the U.S. grain sup-
ply chain also is hard at work, 
moving this year’s crop through 
an extensive network to desti-
nations foreign and domestic. 
Tracking the ebb and flow of 
wheat through the U.S. wheat 
supply chain is yet another tool 
Kansas farmers can use in their 
grain marketing plans for the 
upcoming year.

About half of the Kansas 
wheat crop is exported every 
year, emphasizing the impor-
tance of knowing where grain 
is headed once farmers deliver 
it to the elevator. Luckily, pro-
ducers are well-equipped with 
reports and tools to accomplish 
this goal. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) issues 
regular reports on crop prog-
ress and condition, commercial 
sales, exports and overall U.S. 
and global production and use.

U.S. Wheat Associates 
(USW), the industry’s export 
market development organiza-
tion, also digests these reports 
and provides data breaking 

down top markets with com-
parisons to previous years and 
the trends from worldwide com-
petitors.

Below are three tools Kansas 
farmers can explore from the 
seat of the tractor — when au-
to-steer takes control — or the 
farm office to track the Kansas 
wheat crop from field to final 
destination. 

USW MAPS WHEAT 
EXPORT SUPPLY 
SYSTEM

The Kansas Wheat Commis-
sion is a member of USW, which 
combines funding from 17 state 
wheat commissions and cost-
share grants from the USDA’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS). USW promotes the reli-
ability, quality and value of all 
six U.S. wheat classes to wheat 
buyers, millers, bakers, food 
processors and government of-
ficials in more than 100 coun-
tries around the world.

USW introduced a digital map 
of the U.S. wheat export sup-
ply system as a visual planning 
tool for its overseas representa-
tives and their customers. The 
map provides users — whether 
a Mexican miller or a Kansas 
producer — with the ability to 

identify U.S. wheat production 
by class, wheat shuttle-loading 
terminals, Class 1 U.S. rail lines 
and spurs, river terminals, ma-
jor rivers and export elevator 
locations.

With three classes of wheat 
grown in Kansas — hard red 
winter (HRW), soft red winter 
(SRW) and hard white (HW) 
— the map demonstrates how 
the U.S. wheat supply chain is 
driven by geography — and how 
Kansas sits at the heart of it all.

Check out the map at http://
maps.heartlandgis.com/Story-
Maps/USWheatAssociates/US-
WheatSupplyChain/.

USW TRACKS WEEKLY 
COMMERCIAL SALES

The interactive map provided 
by USW details where wheat can 
move within the U.S. grain sup-
ply chain system, but the orga-
nization also provides a weekly 
report on commercial sales of 
wheat. This information helps 
rack-and-stack international 
buyers of U.S. wheat — overall 
and by class — with compari-
sons to the last marketing year 
at the same time and the end of 
year totals for the last five mar-
keting years.

Learn more about U.S. com-

mercial sales of wheat at https://
www.uswheat.org/market-infor-
mation/commercial-sales/.

USDA RELEASE 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES

Each month, USDA keeps 
producers and end-users alike 
up-to-date on the latest projec-
tions for U.S. and global wheat 
production, use, exports and 
stocks in its World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Situation 
(WASDE) report.

The WASDE report provides 
a month-to-month overview of 
global agricultural trade with 
updated estimates as weather 
events unfold and crops in both 
the United States and abroad 
emerge, mature and are harvest-
ed. The report provides valuable 
insights into the supply and de-
mand factors that influence the 
price of wheat.

Watch for the next report to 
be released on Tuesday, Oct. 
12, at https://www.usda.gov/
oce/commodity/wasde. USW also 
breaks down this report in a vi-
sual presentation at https://www.
uswheat.org/market-information/
supply-and-demand/.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

‘Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety’
Submitted

Governor Laura Kelly official-
ly proclaimed Oct. 3-9, 2021, as 
Fire Prevention Week in Kansas. 
The Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal (OSFM), Safe Kids Kansas, 
Kansas State Association of Fire 
Chiefs, Kansas State Firefighters 
Association and Fire Marshals 
Association of Kansas are all 
teaming up with the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) to promote this year’s 
Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
“Learn the Sounds of Fire Safe-
ty.” This year’s campaign works 
to educate everyone about sim-
ple but important actions they 
can take to keep themselves and 
those around them safe. 

“What do the sounds mean? 
Is there a beep or a chirp com-
ing out of your smoke or carbon 
monoxide alarm? Knowing the 
difference can save you, your 
home and your family,” Cherie 

Sage of Safe Kids Kansas said. 
“We know that working smoke 
alarms and carbon monoxide 
alarms save lives.”

In Kansas, residential fires 
killed 13 people and injured 129 
people in 2020, and fire depart-
ments responded to over 3,000 
residential fires. In addition, 
131 Kansans visited emergency 
departments in 2019 for carbon 
monoxide poisoning, according 
to KDHE Environmental Public 
Health Tracking.

“It’s important to learn the 
different sounds of smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms. When 
an alarm makes noise—a beep-
ing sound or a chirping sound—
you should immediately take 
action,” Doug Jorgensen, State 
Fire Marshal, said. “Make sure 
everyone in the home under-
stands the sounds of the alarms 
and knows how to respond. To 
learn the sounds of your specific 

smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms, check the manufac-
turer’s instructions that came 
in the box, or search the brand 
and model online.”

Here are some safety tips to 
help you “Learn the Sounds of 
Fire Safety”:

• A continuous set of three 
loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—
means smoke or fire. Get out, 
call 911, and stay out.

• A single chirp every 30 or 60 
seconds means the battery is low 
and must be changed.

• All smoke alarms must be 
replaced after 10 years.

• Chirping that continues af-
ter the battery has been replaced 
means the alarm is at the end 
of its life and the unit must be 
replaced.

• Make sure your smoke and 
CO alarms meet the needs of all 
your family members, including 
those with sensory or physical 

disabilities.
• A continuous set of four 

loud beeps - beep, beep, beep, 
beep - means carbon monox-
ide is present in your home. Go 
outside, call 911 and stay out.

• If you or someone you love 
is deaf or hard of hearing, in-
stall a bedside alert device that 
responds to the sound of the 
smoke alarms. There are also 
smoke alarms with a strobe 
light that f lashes to give an 
early warning of the presence 
of smoke. Learn how you may 
qualify for one of these devices 
at GetAlarmedKS.org.

To find out more about Fire 
Prevention Week programs and 
activities in Kansas, please con-
tact your local fire department. 
For more general information 
about Fire Prevention Week and 
fire prevention in general, visit 
SafeKidsKansas.org.

EVERGY

Evergy warns customers 
regarding utility          
scam attempts

Submitted
Evergy received customer re-

ports on Friday, Oct. 1, of indi-
viduals placing phone calls to cus-
tomers and claiming to be Evergy 
representatives. The individuals 
are asking customers for imme-
diate payment to avoid service 
disconnection. These representa-
tives are not employees of Evergy. 
For past-due accounts, calls from 
Evergy requesting payment are 
never made the same day as the 
disconnection.

Several customers have contact-
ed us after receiving suspicious 
calls. In most cases, the caller 
claims to be an Evergy customer 
service representative and asks the 
customer to provide credit card 
information or other personal in-
formation, telling the customer a 
check has bounced or he or she 
has a past-due bill.

Impostors will often ask cus-
tomers to use a pre-paid card for 
payment. Evergy will never ask a 
customer to purchase a pre-paid 
debit card to pay for service.

Customers may verify an indi-
vidual is from Evergy by asking 
to see company identification or 
by calling the Customer Contact 
Center before giving any infor-
mation such as your Evergy ac-
count number or banking infor-
mation. If you can’t verify that 
you’re speaking with an Evergy 

employee, do not give them this 
information. Evergy Missouri and 
Evergy Kansas Metro customers 
may reach customer service toll-
free at 1-888-471-5275. Evergy 
Kansas Central customers may 
call 1-800-383-1183. Customers 
also can review their account sta-
tus online by visiting www.evergy.
com.

Evergy wants its customers to 
know how to identify Evergy rep-
resentatives. Employees will carry 
Evergy employee identification. 
For a service appointment, they 
may be driving an Evergy ve-
hicle or wearing Evergy branded 
clothing. Evergy does not per-
form door-to-door sales. Evergy 
employees rarely need to enter a 
customer’s home.

Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, scammers have in-
creased calls, texts, emails and 
in-person tactics, and are contact-
ing utility customers asking for 
immediate payment to avoid ser-
vice disconnection. As a reminder, 
Evergy will never ask customers 
to make payments with a pre-paid 
debit card, gift card, any form of 
cryptocurrency or third-party 
digital payment mobile applica-
tions. If you feel you have been a 
victim of a scam, please work with 
your local law enforcement agency 
to report the crime.

Have a favorite recipe?
Share it with us!

TO SUBMIT RECIPE:
- Email your recipe to:                 

recipes@sabethaherald.com.

- Drop off a copy of your recipe to:      
1024 Main Street.

- Make sure to include:                    
whose recipe it is, ingredients, 

instructions and any special tips.

If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page 
for all readers to enjoy!


