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CONNEX

Governor announces 
program for supply chain

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly today announced the of-
ficial launch of CONNEX™ Kansas, a new program 
from Kansas Manufacturing Solutions (KMS) and 
the Kansas Department of Commerce, designed to 
strengthen the Kansas manufacturing supply chain.

CONNEX™ Kansas is an online manufacturer da-
tabase and connectivity platform provided as a free 
resource for Kansas manufacturers. The platform is 
designed to allow manufacturers in Kansas to con-
nect with each other, find local and domestic suppli-
ers, explore production capabilities and manage their 
supply chain.

“The Kansas Framework for Growth recognizes 
manufacturing as an area of strength for the state. It 
focuses on ways Kansas can embrace emerging op-
portunities and solidify our role as a manufacturing 
leader and central hub for 21st century supply-chain 
success,” Governor Kelly said. “The CONNEX™ Kan-
sas platform will bolster our local and regional sup-
ply chains by allowing firms to see a clearer picture 
of local resources or alternative suppliers that can 
lead to more informed decisions and more profitable 
sourcing strategies.”

“Manufacturing is an essential backbone for the 
Kansas economy. Supply chain disruption has created 
an opportunity for firms to build and source products 
closer to home,” said Lieutenant Governor David To-
land. “I applaud the launch of this new resource for 
Kansas manufacturers, which will help empower firms 
with the data and tools they need to seize this moment 
to grow and scale up as the demand presents itself.”

Basic search and contact information for Kansas 
manufacturers will be available to anyone on the plat-
form; however, the ability to list detailed information, 
perform in-depth searches and exchange information 
is only available to registered Kansas manufacturing 

businesses.
“Our CONNEX™ Kansas online database is a power-

ful new tool for Kansas manufacturers,” said Tiffany 
Stovall, CEO of Kansas Manufacturing Solutions. 
“Over the past year, we’ve seen how critical it is to 
have secure and reliable supply chains, as well as hav-
ing ready access to alternate suppliers. This database 
will be unique in its ability to identify manufacturing 
capabilities, not just current production.”

The CONNEX™ Kansas platform is easy to use and 
intuitive, and an account can be set up in a few min-
utes. To register or get more information, visit www.
connexks.com.

ABOUT KANSAS MANUFACTURING 
SOLUTIONS

Kansas Manufacturing Solutions is a Kansas state-
wide manufacturing assistance center affiliated with 
the NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
(MEP). Kansas Manufacturing Solutions helps Kan-
sas manufacturing compete and grow by delivering 
solutions to small and medium sized manufacturers, 
and is the only advisor focused solely on this industry 
in Kansas with value driven results. Learn more at our 
website, www.wearekms.com.

ABOUT THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE

As the state’s lead economic development agency, the 
Kansas Department of Commerce strives to empower 
individuals, businesses and communities to achieve 
prosperity in Kansas. Commerce accomplishes its 
mission by developing relationships with corporations, 
site location consultants and stakeholders in Kansas, 
nationwide and worldwide. Our strong partnerships 
allow us to help create an environment for existing 
Kansas businesses to grow and foster an innovative, 
competitive landscape for new business.

HUMANITIES KANSAS

Grants are awarded to 
Kansas organizations

SUBMITTED

Humanities Kansas recently awarded 
$749,366 in SHARP Recovery Grants to 121 
Kansas cultural organizations experiencing 
distress due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The SHARP Recovery Grants support 
Kansas cultural nonprofits that provide 
humanities programming and are facing 
financial hardship due to the coronavirus. 
Grants are for general operating support, 
staff retention, and needed digital and/or 
operational transitions for cultural work in 
the post-pandemic era.

Funds were made available through the 
National Endowment for the Humanities to 
assist cultural institutions affected by the 
coronavirus as part of the American Res-
cue Plan Act of 2021 approved by the U.S. 
Congress and signed into law by President 
Joseph R. Biden. 

Humanities Kansas (HK) received 
$754,000 in funds to distribute and received 
more than $1.4 million in requests from 
Kansas cultural organizations.

“HK is honored to support these impor-
tant community organizations with SHARP 
Recovery Grants,” said Lori Goetsch, chair 
of the Humanities Kansas Board of Direc-
tors. “They have sustained our culture 
through the pandemic and found innovative 
ways to engage us as Kansans. Maintain-
ing these social connections is vital to the 
economic well-being and strength of our 
communities.”

The following organizations receiving 
this award represent 121 organizations 
across 89 communities and 66 counties. 
Abilene and Smoky Valley Railroad Asso-
ciation, Abilene Public Library, Anderson 
County Historical Society, Arkansas City 
Public Library, Ashland Library, Atchi-
son Amelia Earhart Foundation, Atchison 
Public Library, Barton County Historical 
Society, Bison Community Library, Bonner 
Springs City Library, Caney City Library, 
Caney Valley Historical Society, Cherryvale 
Museum, Clearwater Public Library, Cof-
fey County Library, Council Grove Public 
Library, Cowley County Historical Society, 
Delphos Public Library, Dickinson County 
Historical Society, Dole Institute for Poli-
tics in Lawrence, Dorothy Bramlage Public 
Library in Junction City, Douglas County 
Historical Society, Edwards County His-
torical Society, Ellsworth County Historical 
Society, Emporia Public Library, Erie City 
Public Library, Eureka Public Library, Ex-
ploration Place in Wichita, Finney County 
Historical Society, Florence Public Library, 
Ford County Historical Society, Fort Larned 
Historical Society, Fort Wallace Museum, 
Franklin County Historical Society, Fredo-
nia Public Library, Freedom’s Frontier Na-
tional Heritage Area in Lawrence, Friends 
of S.P. Dinsmoor’s Garden of Eden in Lucas, 
Garnett Public Library, Goddard Public 
Library, Gordon Parks Museum in Fort 
Scott, Great Bend Public Library, Green-
wood County Historical Society, Harvey 
County Historical Museum and Archives, 
Haun Museum in Jetmore, Hays Public 
Library, Hiawatha Morrill Public Library, 
High Plains Public Radio in Garden City, 
Historic Abilene, Inc., Historic Preservation 
Corporation in Council Grove, Howard 
City Library, Independence Historical Mu-
seum, Independence Public Library, Iola 
Public Library, Jackson County Historical 

and Genealogical Society, Jetmore Public 
Library, Jewell County Historical Society, 
Kansas Aviation Museum in Wichita, Kan-
sas Barbed Wire Collectors Association in 
LaCrosse, Kansas Book Festival in Topeka, 
Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center in 
Hutchinson, Kansas Post Rock Limestone 
Coalition in Lucas, Kansas Public Radio 
in Lawrence Kauffman Museum in North 
Newton, KMUW in Wichita, La Cygne 
Historical Society and Museum, Lindsborg 
Old Mill and Swedish Heritage Museum, 
Little House on the Prairie Museum in 
Independence, Lowell Milken Center for 
Unsung Heroes in Fort Scott, Lucas Arts 
and Humanities Council, Lucas Public 
Library, Lyon County History Center and 
Society, Madison Public Library, Mahaffie 
Stagecoach Stop and Farm Historic Site in 
Olathe, Marshall County Historical Society, 
Martin and Osa Johnson Safari Museum 
in Chanute, Mary Cotton Public Library 
in Sabetha, McPherson Museum and Arts 
Foundation, Meade County Historical 
Museum, Medicine Lodge Peace Treaty 
Association, Mid-America All-Indian 
Museum in Wichita, Midwest Center for 
Holocaust Education in Leawood, Miners 
Hall Museum in Franklin, Moline Public 
Library, Monticello Community Historical 
Society in Lenexa, Morton County Library, 
Mount Hope Public Library, Museum of 
World Treasures in Wichita, National Or-
phan Train Complex and Research Center 
in Concordia, Northwest Kansas Library 
System in Norton, Onaga Historical Society, 
Osage City Public Library, Oz Museum in 
Wamego, Peabody Township Library, Pio-
neer Bluffs Foundation in Matfield Green, 
Pioneer Memorial Library in Colby, Pot-
tawatomie Wabaunsee Regional Library, 
Reno County Historical Society, Republic 
County Historical Society Museum, Rice 
County Historical Society, Richmond Pub-
lic Library, Salina Public Library, Shawnee 
County Historical Society, Stafford County 
Historical and Genealogical Society, Stan-
ton County Public Library, Stauth Memo-
rial Museum in Montezuma, The Kansas 
African American Museum in Wichita, 
Thomas County Historical Society, Tongan-
oxie Historical Society, Tonganoxie Public 
Library, Topeka Genealogical Society, Trad-
ing Post Historical Society in Pleasanton, 
Trego County Historical Society, Volland 
Foundation in Alma, Wabaunsee County 
Historical Society, Wamego Public Library, 
Washington Public Library, Weir Public 
Library, Wellsville City Library, Western 
University Association in Kansas City, Wil-
son County Old Iron Club, and Winchester 
Public Library.

For more information about the SHARP 
Recovery Grants for humanities organiza-
tions, visit www.humanitieskansas.org.

ABOUT HUMANITIES KANSAS
Humanities Kansas (HK) is a nonprofit 

spearheading a movement of ideas to em-
power the people of Kansas to strengthen 
their communities and our democracy. 
Since 1972, HK’s pioneering programming, 
grants and partnerships have documented 
and shared stories to spark conversations 
and generate insights. HK inspires all Kan-
sans to draw on history, literature, ethics, 
and culture to enrich their lives and serve 
the communities and state we all proudly 
call home.

HUMANITIES KANSAS

Grant awarded to Jackson 
County Historical and 
Genealogical Society

SUBMITTED

Humanities Kansas recently 
awarded a SHARP Recovery 
Grant in the amount of $3,860 
to Jackson County Historical and 
Genealogical Society in Holton. 
Suzette McCord-Rogers serves 
as project director. The Jackson 
County Historical and Genea-
logical Society’s mission is to 
preserve Jackson County, Kan-
sas’s artifacts, printed materials, 
oral histories and other relevant 
materials which serve to record 
the history of the area.

The SHARP Recovery Grants 
support Kansas cultural organi-
zations that provide humanities 
programming and are facing fi-
nancial hardship due to the coro-
navirus. Grants are for general 
operating support, staff retention, 
and needed digital and/or oper-
ational transitions for cultural 

work in the post-pandemic era. 
Humanities Kansas awarded 121 
SHARP grants statewide.

“Humanities Kansas is honored 
to be able to support Kansas cul-
tural organizations as we recov-
er from the impact of COVID,” 
said Julie Mulvihill, Humanities 
Kansas Executive Director. “This 
past year has demonstrated that 
Kansans lean into the humanities 
during challenging times. Kan-
sas cultural organizations that do 
work in the humanities provide 
important social connections 
and contribute to the economic 
well-being and strength of our 
communities.”

Funds have been made avail-
able through the National En-
dowment for the Humanities to 
assist cultural institutions af-
fected by the coronavirus as part 
of the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 approved by the U.S. 

Congress and signed into law by 
President Joseph R. Biden.

ABOUT HUMANITIES 
KANSAS

Humanities Kansas (HK) is 
an independent nonprofit spear-
heading a movement of ideas to 
empower the people of Kansas 
to strengthen their communities 
and our democracy. Since 1972, 
HK’s pioneering programming, 
grants and partnerships have 
documented and shared stories 
to spark conversations and gener-
ate insights. Together with state-
wide partners and supporters, HK 
inspires all Kansans to draw on 
diverse histories, literatures and 
cultures to enrich their lives and 
to serve the communities and 
state we all proudly call home. 
Visit www.humanitieskansas.org.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Specialty crop grant 
opportunity announced

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Agriculture 
(KDA) is now accepting applications for the 
2021 Specialty Crop Block Grant H.R. 133 
Stimulus Program. This program is in addi-
tion to the traditional Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program; awards for that program 
will be announced later this fall. 

Funds for both grant programs are 
awarded to the agency by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural 
Marketing Service. The funds are in turn 
granted to projects and organizations to 
enhance the competitiveness of specialty 
crops by leveraging efforts to market and 
promote specialty crops; assisting produc-
ers with research and development relevant 
to specialty crops; expanding availability 
and access to specialty crops; and address-
ing local, regional and national challenges 
confronting specialty crop producers. Spe-
cialty crops are defined by the USDA as 
“fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, 
horticulture and nursery crops, including 
floriculture.”

Due to COVID-19 impacts on the food 
system, Congress authorized a one-time 

additional funding for the Specialty Crop 
Block Grant H.R. 133 Stimulus Program 
outside of the traditional Farm Bill funding 
under the 2021 Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act. Kansas is expected to receive ap-
proximately $450,000 in H.R. 133 Stimulus 
funding for the 2021 grant cycle.

Applications will be evaluated by a team 
of external reviewers. The team will rate 
proposals on their ability to successfully 
promote specialty crops in Kansas and make 
a positive impact on the Kansas economy. 
Those recommendations will be submitted 
to the Kansas Secretary of Agriculture, who 
will make the final awards.

Applications are due to KDA no later 
than 5 p.m. CST on Wednesday, Nov. 24. 
For more information, please download the 
2021 KDA Request for Applications from 
www.agriculture.ks.gov/specialtycrop.

The vision of the KDA is to provide an 
ideal environment for long-term, sustain-
able agricultural prosperity and statewide 
economic growth. To achieve this vision, 
the agency advocates for sectors at all levels 
and provides industry outreach. For more 
information, contact Heather Lansdowne 
at 785-564-6706 or AgMedia@ks.gov

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS

Option for hunter education 
certification is offered

SUBMITTED BY NADIA REIMER 

For the first time ever, the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) is offering a fully-
online Hunter Education course 
for prospective hunters aged 16 
and older. Upon successful com-
pletion of the self-paced course, 
students will be issued a Kansas 
Hunter Education Certificate, al-
lowing them to purchase hunting 
licenses and permits, and be eli-
gible to hunt without the direct 
supervision of a licensed adult in 
Kansas.

Historically, KDWP has of-
fered two delivery methods for 
Hunter Education certification: 
a traditional, 10-hour minimum 
in-person course and an internet-
assisted option that requires an 
in-person “field day.” The new-

ly-added, fully-online course – 
developed by the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) – is currently 
offered in 12 states and covers 14 
subjects across four modules – 
Firearm Basics, Firearm Han-
dling, Field Safety and Hunter 
Ethics.

“While researching online 
course options for our Kansas 
resident hunters, our team was 
very critical of online delivery op-
tions. We wanted a course that 
was comprehensive, interactive, 
inclusive and free,” said Aaron 
Austin, KDWP Education section 
chief. “The NRA Online Hunter 
Education course exceeded our 
expectations. The engaging on-
line activities have the students 
applying what they learn in the 
course to real-life situations, giv-
ing them practical knowledge 

they can use while hunting.”
Kansas’s full-online option will 

not replace traditional courses or 
internet-assisted courses; it is be-
ing offered in conjunction with 
previous course formats.

To access the fully-online 
Hunter Education course for 
Kansas, visit https://ksoutdoors.
com/NRA-Online-Course.

For more information on all 
things Kansas Hunter Educa-
tion – including information 
on upcoming traditional and 
internet-assisted opportunities 
– visit www.ksoutdoors.com/Ser-
vices/Education/Hunter/Hunter-
Ed-Courses.
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Accurate for age sampling

The Tuesday, Oct. 5, USDA 
Hay Market Report for 
Northeast Kansas showed 

steady prices even as movement 
remains low. Price per ton for 
large round bales of native grass 
hay hovered around $60, while 
brome was closer to $95 and al-
falfa at $150.

Pricing of these forages is based 
on a number of different factors, 
with quality likely being the larg-
est. Even within a forage class, 
quality numbers can differ signifi-
cantly. According to “book val-
ues” for bromegrass hay, protein 
values from pre-bloom to mature 
may drop as much as 10 percent 
and energy values as much as four 
percent. Those value changes – 
and our ability to know what we 
have – or what we’re buying/sell-
ing – can make the time and effort 
it takes to get a good forage sample 
well worth it.

One challenge with a forage 
sample is getting a small sample 
for submission representing tons 
of the actual hay crop. Variations 
in hay quality are seldom an is-
sue at the lab testing level, but are 
instead due to extreme variations 
that can occur in sampling pro-
cedure. 

Start sampling by individual 
forage lot, with a lot defined as 
forage harvested from the same 
location/field/farm from the same 
cutting of like maturity/rain dam-
age/weed pressure/etc., within a 

48-hour period. Do not combine 
hays of different qualities/cut-
tings.

Use a forage sampling tool to get 
a good cross section of the forage 
package. We have core samplers 
available from any of our District 
Offices you can check. Collect at 
least 20 cores per sample — less 
than 20 will result in greater 
variability — from widely sepa-
rated bales/stacks representative 
of each identified lot. Large and 
small rectangular bales are col-
lected from the center of the ends 
of bales. Large round bales should 
be sampled on the rounded, tight 
side at waist height.

Cores should be collected from 
a depth of 12 to 15 inches, avoid-
ing weathered portions of the bale 
that will not be fed. Mix cores in 
a clean, plastic pail and place the 
entire sample in a heavyweight 
plastic bag, sealed tightly to re-
tain moisture. Sampling should 
be done as closely to feeding as 
possible.

Samples should be shipped im-

mediately to a lab of your choice to 
prevent moisture loss and micro-
bial deterioration. Mail samples 
early in the week to minimize 
shipping time to the lab and avoid 
shipping over weekends/holidays.

For additional information on 
forage sampling, including equip-
ment or testing labs, contact any 
Meadowlark Extension District 
Office. 

Working Garden Soil in 
the Fall

One of the (few) helpful aspects 
of a dry fall is the opportunity it 
provides to work garden soils. 
Spring can be too wet, making 
soil preparation difficult without 
damaging soil structure. Fall gives 
us better soil moisture contents for 
fall tillage – plus time for freeze/
thaw action to “correct” mistakes 
our tillage operations may make.

There are other advantages 
as well. Incorporating garden 
debris reduces survival rates of 
overwintering insects and helps 
reduce disease issues as well while 
increasing organic matter. If you 
want to add additional organic 
matter, fall is a great time. Lots 
of material is available and there’s 
lots of time for it to break down 
prior to spring.

Avoid over doing tillage. You 
should end up with grape nut size 
or larger particles. Working until 
you have dust means you’ve gone 
too far and soil structure has been 
destroyed.

Harvesting, 
curing black 
walnuts

Black walnuts are ready to 
be harvested when the 
hull can be dented with 

your thumb. You can also wait 
until the nuts start falling from 
the tree. Either way, it is important 
to hull walnuts soon after harvest. 
If not removed, the hull will leach 
a stain through the nut and into 
the meat. The stain will not only 
discolor the meats, but also give 
them an off flavor.

There are several ways to hull 
walnuts including running them 
through a corn sheller or pound-
ing each nut through a hole in 
a board. The hole must be big 
enough for the nut, but smaller 
than the hull. An easier way is 
to run over the nuts with a lawn 
tractor. This will break the hull 
but not crack the nut. Note that 
walnut hulls contain a dye that 
will stain concrete, your hands 
or about anything else it touches. 
Wear gloves as the stain is almost 
impossible to remove.

Wash hulled nuts by spread-
ing them out on the lawn or on 
a wire mesh, and spraying them 
with water or placing them in a 
tub of water. If you place them in 
a tub, the good nuts should sink. 
Those that float are probably not 
well-filled with kernels. Next, dry 
the nuts by spreading them in lay-
ers no more than three deep in 
a cool, shady and dry place such 
as a garage or tool shed. Drying 
normally takes two weeks.
Clean up iris beds this fall

Iris are known for a couple of 
common problems: a fungus dis-
ease known as iris leaf spot and an 
insect named iris borer. Though 
both cause problems in the spring, 
now is the time to start control 
measures. Both the fungus and 
eggs of the borer overwinter on 
old, dead leaves.

Remove dead leaves and cut 
back healthy leaves by half this 
fall to reduce populations of these 
pests. Also remove other garden 
debris from the iris bed. This can 
significantly cut down on prob-
lems next spring.
Fall planting of asparagus 

and rhubarb
We sometimes receive ques-

tions as to whether asparagus or 
rhubarb can be moved in the fall. 
Though these crops are tradition-
ally transplanted in the spring 
(mid-March to mid-April), a fall 
move can be successful. Wait until 
the top has been browned by frost 
and then cut back to the ground. 
Water well after planting to ensure 
good root/soil contact. Mulching 
would be helpful on the rhubarb 
to prevent the plant from heaving 
out of the soil during the winter, 
but asparagus requires no such 
treatment as it is planted much 
deeper.
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Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICTOn the 

Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION

Have a favorite recipe?
Share it with us!

TO SUBMIT RECIPE:
- Email your recipe to:                 

recipes@sabethaherald.com.

- Drop off a copy of your recipe to:      
1024 Main Street.

- Make sure to include:                    
whose recipe it is, ingredients, 

instructions and any special tips.

If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page 
for all readers to enjoy!
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Can you hear me now?
Submitted by

Loretta Sorensen
By the time they’re 30, some 30 

percent of people who grew up in 
an agricultural environment have 
some type of hearing handicap. 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center’s (UNMC) Ellen Duysen, 
Community Outreach Special-
ist with UNMC’s Central States 
Center for Agricultural Health at 
the College of Public Health, says 
research shows that activities such 
as riding in a tractor cab, exposure 
to grain dryer noise and partici-
pating in shooting sports without 
hearing protection are among the 
most common causes of noise-in-
duced hearing loss (NIHL).

“And that hearing loss is ir-
reversible,” Duysen said. “Other 
leading causes include using ear-
buds with high volume. The dam-
aging level of noise is piped right 
into the youngster’s ear. When a 
shotgun goes off next to you, the 
sound effect is the same as being 
next to a jet airplane. Damage to 
the ear is immediate.”

Additional activities that pose a 
risk for hearing damage includes 
snowmobile riding, playing in a 
band or attending loud concerts. 
Lawn mowers, leaf blowers and 
woodworking tools can also pose 
a risk for hearing loss.

Noise-induced hearing loss oc-
curs when sounds are too loud for 
a brief time or are long-lasting. 
In either case, the loud noise can 
damage sensitive structures in 
the inner ear, resulting in NIHL. 
The damage may be immediately 
detected or may take time before 
it’s noticeable. Damage can affect 
either one or both ears and is gen-
erally irreversible.

When sound waves enter the 
outer ear, they move through a 
narrow passageway, the ear ca-
nal. This leads to the eardrum. 
Incoming sound waves cause the 
eardrum to vibrate and send vi-
brations to three tiny bones in the 
middle ear. The bones are called 
the malleus, incus and stapes.

From these bones, the sound 
waves travel to f luid in the in-
ner ear which is contained in the 
cochlea. As the fluid inside the 
cochlea ripples, hair cells move 
up and down with the vibrations. 
When noise is too loud, these hair 
cells can be damaged and even-
tually die. In humans, they don’t 
grow back. If hearing loss is severe 
enough, hearing aids may be re-
quired to hear ordinary noises.

Sound is measured in units 
called decibels (dBA). Normal 
conversation occurs at decibel lev-
els of 60-70 and exposure to these 
sounds are not likely to result in 
hearing loss. When sounds are at 
or above 85 dBA, long or repeated 
exposure to this sound can cause 
loss of hearing ability.

Some common sound decibel 
levels include:

• Movie theater – 74-104
• Motorcycles and dirt bikes – 

80-110
• Music at maximum head-

phone volume, sporting events 
and concerts – 94-110

• Sirens – 110-129
• Fireworks show – 140-160
Distance from the sound and 

the length of exposure are impor-
tant factors in hearing protection. 
A general rule to help protect 
hearing is to avoid activities that 
include high decibel noise or at 
least consistently wear hearing 
protection during the activity.

“We can all relate to someone 
we know in the ag community 
that we have nearly yell at when we 
talk so they can hear us,” Duysen 
said. “Some hearing loss can be 
caused by antibiotics or aging, but 
many times this damage can be 
avoided through the use of hear-
ing protection.”

Tractors that don’t have a cab, 
the squealing sound of hogs in 
barn and other common noise 
sources around the farm often 
damage hearing, or put people at 
risk for damaged hearing without 
their knowledge of the danger.

“Avoid exposure to loud noise 

whenever you can. If you feel a 
noise is too loud, walk away from 
it whenever possible,” Duysen 
said. “On the farm, hearing pro-
tection that’s fitted properly and 
located where it’s convenient to 
get to is a wise choice.”

Duysen encourages all farm-
ers and ranchers to consider 
what sounds youth from infants 
through their teens frequently en-
counter. Earmuffs for the young-
est children can offer valuable 
protection.

“You don’t have to completely 
block the sounds around you,” 
Duysen said. “In fact, that maybe 
dangerous. But hearing protec-
tion can reduce decibel levels in 
a range of 15 to 34. When you 
purchase protection, make sure 
it’s the right size and you fit it cor-
rectly when you use it.”

Children and women may 
require smaller versions of ear 
protection in order for them to 
be effective. Expanding ear plugs 
are popular, but it’s not uncom-
mon for a person to use an earplug 
that’s actually too large for their 
ear, making it ineffective.

“Many people use ear plugs that 
are rolled and placed in the ear,” 
Duysen said. “Very few people 
roll it down to a size that is actu-
ally effective. You also want to be 
mindful of the risk from rolling 
the plug with dirty fingers and 
then placing it in the ear. Ear 
muffs may offer more effective 
protection.

One disadvantage of earmuffs is 
using them during warm, humid 
weather. New electronic earmuff 
versions are designed to allow us-
ers – i.e. hunters – to hear sounds 
around them without exposing 
themselves to hearing damage 
from the use of or nearness to a 
gun.

“Those electronic muffs am-
plify sounds through the use of 
a microphone, so when you’re 
hunting you will probably hear 
surrounding noise better than if 
you’re not wearing them,” she said. 
“If surrounding noise exceeds 82 
decibels, the muffs shut it out.”

To encourage youth to use hear-
ing protection, it may be helpful 
to explain that doing so can help 
them avoid the hearing issues 
they observe in elderly relatives 
or friends. It’s also effective for 
children to see parents and other 
workers on the farm using hearing 
protection themselves.

“When you shop for hearing 
protection for your kids, take 
them along,” Duysen said. “Al-
low them to have a say in choos-
ing the hearing protection equip-
ment. Online merchants may have 
a wider range of choices to help 
find something a young person 
will use.”

Regardless of where hearing 
protection is purchased, look for 
merchandise that is certified by 
the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) to ensure that it 
provides the expected protec-
tion. Store the equipment where 
it’s handy, but also protect it 
from elements such as dust and/
or moisture.

Tracking the decibel level of 
sounds can be accomplished 
through the National Institute of 
Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) Sound Level Meter app 
for phones or smart watches. It 
can be downloaded at no cost and 
provides an instantaneous deci-
bel level measurement. Users have 
the option to record sounds and 
generate a PDF report showing 
decibel elements of the sounds.

“If you’re at a basketball game 
and you’re concerned about the 
noise level and risk to your hear-
ing, this app can help,” Duysen 
said. “It will let you know if you 
need to wear hearing protection. 
Anytime your ears are ringing 
from the noise around you, the 
sounds are too loud, and you may 
already have hearing damage.”

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

October is national pedestrian safety month
Submitted by Steve Hale

Whether it’s walking in a neigh-
borhood or to a store, at some 
point in the day, everyone is a 
pedestrian. That is why the Kan-
sas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT) is participating in Pedes-
trian Safety Month in October, a 
traffic safety campaign created by 
the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.

The goals of Pedestrian Safety 

Month are to increase awareness 
about pedestrian safety and re-
mind all road users staying safe 
is a shared responsibility. In 
2019, there were 6,237 pedestri-
ans killed in traffic crashes in the 
United States, accounting for 20 
percent of all traffic fatalities.

Vehicle safety for occupants has 
greatly improved. However, pe-
destrians and other vehicle non-
occupant fatalities have increased 
four percent from 2010 to 2019, 

demonstrating these individuals 
are still vulnerable as ever.

“A lack of safe crossings, side-
walks or separated paths creates 
potentially fatal interactions 
where the pedestrian doesn’t 
stand a chance against a vehicle,” 
said Jenny Kramer, KDOT Bicy-
cle and Pedestrian Coordinator. 
“Many Kansas communities have 
begun to build a comprehensive 
network of sidewalks/paths and 
crossings, but drivers should still 

look out and yield to pedestrians 
at all times, slow down at marked 
and unmarked crosswalks and 
follow the speed limit.”

Check out KDOT’s social media 
platforms throughout the month 
of October to learn more about 
pedestrian safety. For more in-
formation, visit the KDOT Bi-
cycle and Pedestrian webpage at 
http://www.ksdot.org/burRail/bike/
default.asp, or contact Kramer at 
Jenny.Kramer@ks.gov.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Public health advisories for Kansas lakes                  
due to blue-green algae

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health ad-
visories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae.

KDHE and KDWP urge Kan-
sans to be aware of active advi-
sories before participating in any 
water recreation including kaya-
king, waterfowl hunting and an-
glers. Blue-green algae blooms are 
unpredictable and conditions can 
change quickly. Harmful algae 
blooms (HAB) typically begin in 
May and can occur through Oc-
tober or later. They generally co-
incide with longer days and warm 
water temperatures and often 
flourish in nutrient-laden waters. 
However, dead algae can wash up 
on shorelines and in marshy ar-
eas and persist for long periods. 
Children and dogs are most sus-
ceptible to toxin exposure.

A HAB may look like foam, 
scum or paint f loating on the 
water and be colored blue, bright 
green, brown or red. Blooms can 
develop rapidly; if the water ap-
pears suspicious or there is de-
caying algae on the shore, avoid 
contact and keep dogs away. These 
toxins can be absorbed by inges-
tion, inhalation of aerosols and 
even skin contact. Symptoms vary 
depending upon the type of expo-
sure (e.g. direct contact, ingestion, 
inhalation) but can include rash, 
vomiting, diarrhea, fever, sore 
throat and headache. If you, or 
your dog, come into contact with 

algae rinse the area with clean, 
fresh water.

Active Advisories
Warning 
• Ford County Lake, Ford 

County
• Gathering Pond at Milford, 

Geary County
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Lake Afton, Sedgwick County
• Lake Jeanette, Leavenworth 

County
• Melvern Outlet Pond, Osage 

County
• Melvern Outlet Swim Pond, 

Osage County
• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary/

Dickinson/Clay Counties
• Neosho Co SFL, Neosho 

County
• River Pond below Tuttle Res-

ervoir, Riley County (new)
• Riverwalk Landing Pond, 

Geary County
• South Lake, Johnson County
Watch
• Big Eleven Lake, Wyandotte 

County
• Cheney Lake, Reno County
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 

County (lowered Oct. 7)
• Harvey County East Lake, 

Harvey County
• Milford Lake Zone A, Geary 

County
• Milford Lake Zone B
• Peyton Creek Dam #104, 

Chase County (new)
• Roses Lake, Johnson County
• Webster Reservoir, Rooks 

County
Lifted on Oct. 7
• Hodgeman Co SFL, Hodge-

man County

• Marion Reservoir, Marion 
County

• Pony Creek Lake, Brown 
County

A Warning status indicates that 
conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. 
When a warning is issued, KDHE 
recommends the following pre-
cautions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock.

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never be 
consumed by humans.

• Water contact should be 
avoided.

• Fish may be eaten if they are 
rinsed with clean water and only 
the fillet portion is consumed, 
while all other parts are discarded.

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae.

• If lake water contacts skin, 
wash with clean water as soon as 
possible.

• Avoid areas of visible algae ac-
cumulation.

A watch status means that blue-
green algae have been detected 
and a harmful algal bloom is pres-
ent or likely to develop. People are 
encouraged to avoid areas of algae 
accumulation and keep pets and 
livestock away from the water.

During the watch status, KDHE 
recommends the following pre-
cautions be taken:

• Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations.

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals.

• Avoid areas of algae accumu-

lation and do not let people/pets 
eat dried algae or drink contami-
nated water.

• Swimming, wading, skiing 
and jet skiing are discouraged 
near visible blooms.

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. 
Avoid direct contact with water, 
and wash with clean water after 
any contact.

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only.

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 
receives reports of potential al-
gae blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful condi-
tions.

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
floating blue-green clumps or fila-
ments in the water, or if the water 
is an opaque green, avoid contact 
and keep pets away. These are in-
dications that a harmful bloom 
may be present. Pet owners should 
be aware that animals that swim 
in or drink water affected by a 
harmful algal bloom or eat dried 
algae along the shore may become 
seriously ill or die.

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/in-
dex.htm. 
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