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HUMANITIES KANSAS 

Smithsonian traveling 
exhibition needs           
six hosts

SUBMITTED

Humanities Kansas (HK) seeks six 
Kansas hosts for the 2023 Kansas tour 
of the Smithsonian Institution trav-
eling exhibition, “Voices and Votes: 
Democracy in America.” Nonprofit 
cultural organizations, museums, art 
centers, public libraries, and others 
are invited to apply. The application 
deadline is Friday, Dec. 3. Eligibility 
requirements and application forms 
are available at humanitieskansas.org.

“Voices and Votes: Democracy in 
America” examines the history of 
American democracy and the ever-
changing influences that continue 
to shape it.

“’Voices and Votes’ is a great op-
portunity for Kansans to host a 
Smithsonian Institution exhibition 
in their own communities,” said Ju-
lie Mulvihill, executive director of 
Humanities Kansas. “This exhibition 
serves as a catalyst for discussion and 
reflection on the history and future 
of our democracy.”

Humanities Kansas presents 
“Voices and Votes” in partnership 
with Museum on Main Street, a one-

of-a-kind program that provides cul-
tural outreach to small towns and 
rural communities. 

For more information about host-
ing the exhibition visit humanities-
kansas.org or contact Humanities 
Kansas at 785-357-0359. 

ABOUT HUMANITIES 
KANSAS

Humanities Kansas is an indepen-
dent nonprofit spearheading a move-
ment of ideas to empower the people 
of Kansas to strengthen their com-
munities and our democracy. Since 
1972, HK’s pioneering programming, 
grants, and partnerships have docu-
mented and shared stories to spark 
conversations and generate insights. 
Together with statewide partners and 
supporters, HK inspires all Kansans 
to draw on history, literature, ethics, 
and culture to enrich their lives and 
serve the communities and state we 
all proudly call home. 

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Self-administered COVID-19 
testing available to child    
care providers

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) is partner-
ing with Battelle, a leader in the field of 
science and technology, to provide rapid 
self-delivered COVID-19 testing to all 
licensed child care providers in Kansas.

Battelle has been selected by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) to manage the logistics of 
administering COVID-19 tests for mil-
lions of Americans in 16 states through 
the Midwest Expanded Testing Coor-
dination Hub. 

“Until vaccines are approved for our 
kids, testing is one of the best tools we 
have to stop the spread of COVID-19 
in our schools and child care centers,” 
Governor Laura Kelly said. “Child care 
providers have done excellent work 
throughout the pandemic to keep our 
children safe. With this extra assis-
tance, our providers can ensure Kansas 
families maintain access to safe, quality 

child care.”
KDHE recognizes how important it 

is to provide access to easy, reliable, and 
rapid testing to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 and control outbreaks. Test-
ing in child care settings helps identify 
individuals who have the virus but do 
not have symptoms and who may be 
contagious. This testing can support 
organizations with maintaining normal 
operations and keeping children, staff, 
visitors and volunteers safe.

“Child care providers across the state 
have continued to provide this vital 
service to Kansans,” said Lee Nor-
man, M.D., Secretary of KDHE. “We 
are excited to partner with Battelle 
to provide another tool for child care 
providers to use. Through COVID-19 
testing, positive cases will be identified 
earlier to reduce the amount of spread 
of this virus.”

Outreach for the Midwest Coordina-
tion Center is ramping up this month. 

Battelle has an extensive team on board 
ready to assist organizations who serve 
children in group settings to adminis-
ter the complete testing process from 
registering and collecting samples to 
receiving the results. Saliva testing is 
now available for children as young as 
three years old, and nasal swab testing 
is available for children as young as five 
years old, both with a 24 to 48-hour 
turnaround time for results. Testing 
supplies, shipping, and technical as-
sistance are available at no charge.

These services are also available to 
other congregate settings in Kansas 
such as schools, organizations that 
provide group services for children, 
homeless shelters, group homes or de-
tention centers.

For more information about the Mid-
west Coordination Center and the test-
ing program overview, please visit the 
website at www.testedandprotected.org.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND 
PARKS

First-ever alligator gar 
caught in Kansas

SUBMITTED

When a lure drops below the wa-
ter’s surface, it’s not always known 
what might rise to meet it. On a warm 
night late last month, one angler fish-
ing the Neosho River east of Parsons 
caught something he probably never 
expected to see – a four and a half-
foot, 39.5-pound alligator gar. The 
kicker? Alligator gar aren’t native to 
Kansas and have never been docu-
mented here.

Though not always common, alli-
gator gar are distributed from south-
western Ohio and southeastern Mis-
souri and Illinois, south to the Gulf of 
Mexico, and a small portion of north-
eastern Mexico. A predatory fish, al-
ligator gar are sometimes referred to 
as “living fossils” since fossil records 
trace them back nearly 100 million 
years. As the name implies, alliga-
tor gar are easily identified by their 
broad snouts that loosely resemble 
that of the American alligator. Alliga-
tor gar are the largest gar species with 
specimens weighing more than 300 
pounds and measuring more than 
eight feet long.

Just three gar species are native 
to Kansas: longnose, shortnose and 
spotted gar. Longnose gar are the 
most common and largest gar species 
in Kansas. While the longnose gar 
are common in the state and reach 
lengths exceeding five feet, they are 
distinguished from the alligator gar 
by a narrow snout and smaller overall 
size, among other characteristics. So, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) Fisheries biologists 
must ask, “What’s an alligator gar 
doing in the Neosho River?”

It’s a good question, and one 
KDWP Fisheries biologists are at-
tempting to answer.

“We’re confident the information 
from the angler is accurate and the 
fish was, in fact, caught from the 
Neosho River,” said KDWP Fish-
eries biologist Connor Ossowski. 
“However, that doesn’t mean the fish 
originated from the river.”

To determine the fish’s origins, 
KDWP biologists have several unique 
options.

Since all states involved in alligator 
gar reintroduction efforts for popu-
lations in decline have been tagging 
each hatchery-produced alligator gar, 
KDWP staff had the option of look-
ing for a tag. After using a “wand” 
to detect any identification markers, 
KDWP staff are confident this catch 
was not part of a formal reintroduc-
tion effort.

“Because most populations of 
this species can be distinguished 
from one another with a sample of 
the fish’s fins, another option we’re 
considering is genetic identifica-

tion,” said KDWP assistant director 
of Fisheries research Jeff Koch. “This 
will tell us if the fish came from an 
existing population in another state.”

If genetic testing doesn’t pan out, 
not all hope is lost; KDWP Fisheries 
biologists would still have one more 
option.

“Microchemistry is another tech-
nique at our disposal,” Koch added.

Microchemistry is performed by 
measuring the elemental propor-
tion of a bone on a given fish and 
comparing it to the elemental con-
centration of a surrounding water. 
If consistencies exist, the data may 
be able to help Fisheries biologists 
determine at least how long the fish 
had been in the Neosho River.

Of all the potential scenarios for 
how this giant came to be in the Neo-
sho River, there’s one hypothesis that 
rings the truest – the possibility that 
the Kansas-caught alligator gar was 
released from an aquarium.

“It’s not unlikely that this fish was 
once somebody’s pet or purchased 
from a pet store, and simply released 
into the river once it became too 
large,” said Doug Nygren, KDWP 
Fisheries Division director. “These 
techniques should allow us to deter-
mine which mode of introduction 
occurred.”

Time will tell if the Neosho River 
alligator gar made its way to the Sun-
flower State by natural or assisted 
means. While it would be very dif-
ficult for this fish to have made its 
way to Kansas naturally, due to the 
distance to the nearest population 
and the series of dams along the riv-
er, KDWP Fisheries biologists won’t 
jump to conclusions; they’ll do as 
they always have, which is rely on 
verifiable data from proven research 
methods.

Once their research is complete, 
KDWP Fisheries biologists will pub-
lish the results of this catch on www.
ksoutdoors.com and on the Kansas 
Fisheries Division Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/KDWPFisheries.

In the meantime, it’s important to 
note that transporting and releasing 
fish or other species in public wa-
ters, whether native or non-native, 
is illegal in Kansas. Chris Steffen, 
KDWP Aquatic Nuisance Species 
coordinator, warns, “Transporting 
and releasing fish risks spreading 
other harmful species such as mi-
croscopic zebra mussels, fish diseases 
or aquatic vegetation that might be 
present in the water used to transport 
the fish.”

To report a rare species find in 
Kansas, email www.rare.species@
ks.gov and visit https://ksoutdoors.
com/Services/Threatened-and-Endan-
gered-Wildlife/Rare-Species-Sighting 
for more information.

STATE OF KANSAS

Plan ahead, be 
prepared for    
severe weather

SUBMITTED BY JANE WELCH

While April, May and June 
are generally known as “tornado 
season” in Kansas, that does not 
mean Kansans can relax now 
that fall is here and winter is two 
months away.

Severe weather can blow into 
the state at any time, sometimes 
with astonishing speed, so it’s im-
portant that Kansans stay vigi-
lant and prepared for whatever 
comes our way – thunderstorms, 
straight-line winds, torrential 
rain, hail, tornadoes, freezing 
rain, sleet and blizzards. When 
severe weather is in the forecast, 
stay tuned to your NOAA weath-
er radio or your local television or 
radio stations for weather alerts 
and emergency instructions.

“Staying informed of weath-
er conditions is one of the best 
things you can do to be prepared,” 
said Devan Tucking, Recovery 
Section Chief, Kansas Division 
of Emergency Management. “If 
you don’t have a weather radio, 
download a weather app to your 
phone that will notify you when 
severe weather is in your area.”

Start your home preparedness 
by brainstorming with your fami-
ly, playing a game of “What do we 
do if…?” and think about all the 
possible weather-related emer-
gencies that may occur. Then 
decide how you will prepare and 
what you will do if it happens, 
where you will find shelter and 
how you will keep in contact if 
separated.

The next step is making a home 

emergency kit that provides all 
basic essentials for every member 
of the family to allow survival for 
at least three days. A home emer-
gency kit should include nonper-
ishable food, water (one gallon 
per person, per day), medica-
tions, extra clothing, flashlights 
and batteries, battery-operated 
NOAA weather radio, blankets 
and other necessities. If you al-
ready have a kit, check the sup-
plies and refresh any outdated 
food, medicines, batteries and 
other perishables.

Make sure your kit includes 
supplies for any pets, including 
food, water, bedding, medications 
and other pet essentials.

Avoid travel, if you can, during 
severe winter conditions. If you 
must travel, make sure someone 
knows your itinerary and keep 
abreast of road conditions along 
your planned travel route. State 
road and travel conditions are 
available on the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s website 
at www.Kandrive.org.

Impacts to traffic are updated 
24/7, including maintenance and 
construction activities, winter 
highway conditions, f looded 
roadways, incidents and crashes 
affecting traffic and closed high-
ways. You may also call 511 for 
Kansas road conditions. For out-
side Kansas, call 1-866-511-5368 
(KDOT).

For additional information 
on putting together a home/car 
emergency kit, go to www.Ready.
gov or www.KSReady.gov

EVERGY, INC.

Evergy 
seeks wind 
energy

SUBMITTED

Evergy issued a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for wind energy to supply the 
needs of its customers.

The RFP solicits bids for Evergy’s 
purchase of wind resources of up to 
1,000 megawatts (MW) that will be in 
service by 2026. Projects that achieve 
commercial operation by mid-2024 and 
year-end 2025 will be given preference. 
Wind resources must be a minimum of 
50 MW and interconnect to the South-
west Power Pool (SPP). Siting prefer-
ence will be given to projects located 
in Kansas.

Proposals are due by Tuesday, Nov. 
23. Response and contact information 
are available online at www.evergy.
com/2021rfp. Proposals selected from 
the RFPs are subject to appropriate 
regulatory approvals.

Evergy has outlined its plan to ex-
pand ownership of renewable energy 
and to retire fossil-fueled generation 
as the company works toward its 2045 
target for net zero carbon emissions. 
These wind projects would fulfill the 
plan to add up to 1,000 MW of wind 
energy by 2026 with projects that ben-
efit from production tax credits.

ABOUT EVERGY, INC.
Evergy, Inc. (NYSE: EVRG) serves 

customers in Kansas and Missouri. 
We were formed in 2018 when energy 
providers KCP&L and Westar Energy 
merged. We generate nearly half the 
power we provide to homes and busi-
nesses with emission-free sources. We 
support our local communities where 
we live and work, and strive to meet 
the needs of customers through energy 
savings and innovative solutions.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

NASS conducts hemp acreage survey
SUBMITTED

On Monday, Oct. 18, USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) sent its first Hemp Acreage 
and Production Survey to Kansas pro-
ducers. The hemp survey will collect 
information on the total planted and 
harvested area, yield, production, and 
value of hemp in the United States. 

“The Hemp Acreage and Produc-
tion Survey will provide critical data 
about the hemp industry to assist pro-
ducers, regulatory agencies, state gov-
ernments, processors, and other key 
industry entities,” said Doug Bounds, 
NASS Kansas State Statistician. 

Survey recipients are asked to re-

spond securely online at agcounts.
usda.gov, using the 12-digit survey 
code mailed with the survey, or to 
mail completed questionnaires back 
in the prepaid envelope provided, by 
Monday, Oct. 25. 

As defined in the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (2018 Farm 
Bill), the term “hemp” means the plant 
species Cannabis sativa L. and any 
part of that plant such as the seeds, 
all derivatives, and extracts, whether 
growing or not, with a delta-9 tetra-
hydrocannabinol concentration of 
not more than 0.3 percent on a dry 
weight basis. 

The Domestic Hemp Production 

Program established in the Agricul-
ture Improvement Act of 2018 (2018 
Farm Bill) allows for the cultivation 
of hemp under certain conditions. All 
information reported by individuals 
will be kept confidential, as required 
by federal law. 

NASS will publish the survey results 
Feb. 17, 2022 on the NASS website and 
in the NASS Quick Stats searchable 
database. For more information about 
the 2021 Hemp Acreage and Produc-
tion Survey, visit the hemp survey web 
page. For assistance with the survey, 
producers are encouraged to call the 
NASS Kansas field office at 800-582-
6443.
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Fall musk thistle control, 
broadleaf weed control

A 2020 Kansas Department 
of Agriculture summary 
of acreages infested by 

musk thistle showed the noxious 
weed to be well 
established and 
present in every 
corner of the 
state. Even as 
infestation lev-
els across the 
three Meadow-
lark Extension 
District weren’t 
as high as some, 
it’s still a weed that deserves some 
attention – and fall is one time to 
give it.

Chemical control methods are 
far and away the most popular 
methods of musk thistle control, 
but there are mechanical and even 
biological approaches as well. An 
integrated approach is typically 
the most effective, but for purpos-
es of space and time, chemical will 
be my focus.

Because musk thistle is a bi-
ennial or winter annual species, 
there is a rosette stage of the plant 
prior to it bolting during the next 
growing season. Fall is when we 
can capitalize from a chemical 
control standpoint and implement 
control practices while plants are 
still small – and drift potential is 
reduced. 

Chemical control opportuni-
ties will likely extend until the 
ground is frozen and musk this-
tle plants have shut down activity 
until warmer temperatures in the 
spring. As long as green tissue ex-
ists, plants are susceptible to her-
bicides, but freezing temperatures 
will start to damage plants, result-
ing in yellowing and curling of 
leaves. Dry conditions can reduce 
efficacy as well.

Products containing 2,4-D 
(LVE formulations were found 
to be more effective than amine 
formulations in Kansas research), 
dicamba (in combination with 
2,4-D) and picloram have all 
shown very good effectiveness. 

Other potential active ingredients 
to consider would be aminopy-
ralid (Milestone) and aminopy-
ralid plus metsulfuron (Chapar-

ral). Products 
c o n t a i n i n g 
picloram or 
aminopyralid 
will have carry-
over to control 
emerging seed-
lings the fol-
lowing spring.

Fall thistle 
control efforts 

should be performed on warm, 
sunny days for best results.

For musk thistle control op-
tions, request a 2021 KSU 
Chemical Weed Control Guide 
from District office or online 
at: https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/
pubs/SRP1162.pdf .

Broadleaf Weed Control 
in Lawns

Dandelions have already pro-
duced a f lush of plants this fall 
and henbit and chickweed are 
likely on the way as well. If you 
want to get on top of them before 
next spring – start now. These 
young plants are still small and 
are moving materials from the 
top portion of the plant to the 
roots, making them more easily 
controlled now than what we’ll 
face next year.

Herbicides containing 2,4-D or 
combination products that con-
tain 2,4-D, MCPP and dicamba 
are all good options. Choose a day 
that is 50 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher when the weeds are actively 
growing, allowing better translo-
cation of product from the leaves 
to roots. Cooler temperatures will 
slow, but not stop the process. 

Newer chemistries containing 
the three aforementioned active 
ingredients plus carfentrazone 
will tend to give a quicker re-
sponse than the other products 
mentioned especially as tem-
peratures move below 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Control broadleaf 
weeds in lawns 
from late October to                  
early November

Late October to early No-
vember is the most ef-
fective time to control 

broadleaf weeds in lawns. Dan-
delions usually 
produce a flush 
of new plants 
in late Septem-
ber, and the 
winter annual 
weeds henbit 
and chickweed 
should have 
germinated in 
October. 

These young plants are small 
and easily controlled with her-
bicides such as 2,4-D or combi-
nation products (Trimec, Weed-
B-Gon,Weed-Out) that contain 
2,4-D, MCPP and Dicamba. Even 
established dandelions are more 
easily controlled now than in the 
spring because they are actively 
moving materials from the top 
portion of the plant to the roots 
in the fall. Herbicides will trans-
locate to the roots as well and will 
kill the plant from the roots up.

Choose a day that is 50 degrees 
or higher. The better the weed is 
growing, the more weed killer will 
be moved from the leaves to the 
roots. Cold temperatures will slow 
or stop this process. Weed Free 
Zone (also sold under the name of 
Speed Zone) contains the three ac-
tive ingredients mentioned above, 
plus carfentrazone. It will give a 
quicker response than the other 
products mentioned especially 
as temperatures approach 50 de-
grees.

Apply Late-Season 
Nitrogen Application      

in November
November is the time to give 

cool-season lawns the last nitro-
gen application of the season. 
Why November? Because while 

top growth slows in response to 
cool temperatures, grass plants 
are still making food (carbohy-
drates) by photosynthesis. A No-

vember nitro-
gen application 
helps boost the 
photosynthesis 
rate. 

C a r b o h y -
d rates  t hat 
are not used 
in growth are 
stored in the 
c row n  a nd 

other storage tissues in the plant. 
These carbohydrate reserves help 
the turfgrass green up earlier in 
the spring and sustain growth into 
May without the need for early-
spring (March or April) nitrogen. 
Those early-spring nitrogen appli-
cations are less desirable because 
they can lead to excessive shoot 
growth and reduced root growth. 
Other benefits of November-ap-
plied nitrogen for cool-season 
grasses include improved winter 
hardiness, root growth and shoot 
density.

How much should you apply? 
One to one and a half pounds ac-
tual nitrogen per 1,000 square feet 
of lawn area is sufficient. In order 
for this application to be effective, 
the nitrogen must be readily avail-
able to the plant because the grow-
ing season is nearly over. There-
fore, for a November application, 
use a soluble (quickly-available) 
nitrogen carrier such as urea or 
ammonium sulfate.

Many turfgrass fertilizers sold 
in garden centers and other retail 
outlets also contain soluble nitro-
gen. Avoid products that contain 
water-insoluble nitrogen (slow-
release) for this application. As al-
ways, sweep up any fertilizer that 
gets on driveways, sidewalks, or 
streets and reapply it to the lawn.
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Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICTOn the 

Extension 
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BROWN COUNTY 
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Share your                                                  
favorite recipes                                                           

with us!
• • Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      
• • Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        
• • Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, 
instructions & special tips.instructions & special tips.

• • If you have a photo, we would love to use it!If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page for all readers to enjoy! 
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CROPS

Crop production report
Submitted

Based on Friday, Oct. 1, con-
ditions, Kansas’s 2021 corn pro-
duction is forecast at 742 million 
bushels, down 3 percent from last 
year’s production, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. Area to be har-
vested for grain, at 5.3 million 
acres, is down 7 percent from a 
year ago. Yield is forecast at 140 
bushels per acre, up 6 bushels 
from last year.

Sorghum for grain is forecast at 
268 million bushels, up 13 percent 
from last year. Area for harvest, at 
3.35 million acres, is up 20 percent 
from 2020. Yield is forecast at 80 
bushels per acre, down 5 bushels 
from last year.

Soybean production is forecast 
at 202 million bushels, up 4 from 
last year. Area for harvest, at 4.8 
million acres, is 1 percent above 
2020. Yield is forecast at 42 bush-
els per acre, up 1 bushel from last 
year.

Cotton production is forecast 
at 210,000 bales, down 30 per-
cent from last year. Acreage for 
harvest, at 101,000 acres, is down 
83,000 acres from 2020. Yield is 
forecast at 998 pounds per acre, 
up 215 pounds per acre from a 

year ago.
Canola production is forecast 

at 6.5 million pounds, up 30 per-
cent from last year. Acreage for 
harvest is forecast at 6,500 acres, 
up 3,700 acres from a year ago. 
Yield is forecast at 1,000 pounds 
per acre, down 790 pounds per 
acre from 2020.

All sunflower production is 
forecast at 41.9 million pounds, 
down 59 percent from last year. 
Acreage for harvest, at 28,000 
acres, is down 42,000 acres from 
2020. Yield is forecast at 1,497 
pounds per acre, up 32 pounds 
per acre from a year ago. Of the 
acres for harvest, non-oil sunflow-
ers account for 4,000 acres and 
oil sunflowers account for 24,000 
acres.

Alfalfa hay production, at 2.42 
million tons, is up 21 percent 
from last year. Area for harvest, 
at 590,000 acres, is up 9 percent 
from a year ago. Yield of 4.1 tons 
per acre is up 0.4 ton from 2020. 
All other hay production, at 3.15 
million tons, is down 19 percent 
from last year. Area for harvest, 
at 1.75 million acres, is down 15 
percent from a year ago. Yield of 
1.80 tons per acre is down 0.1 ton 
from 2020.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA offers online tool 
for drought-stricken 
ranchers

Submitted
An online tool is now available 

to help ranchers document and 
estimate payments to cover feed 
transportation costs caused by 
drought, which are now covered 
by the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP). 
There’s also assistance available 
for water hauling expenses.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) updated the 
program this year to include 
feed transportation costs as well 
as lowered the threshold for when 
assistance for water hauling ex-
penses is available. USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will begin 
taking applications this fall.

“Drought has had a tremendous 
impact on producers, and we are 
thinking outside the box to help 
producers mitigate the effects of 
drought, which is a necessary first 
step to realizing the Secretary’s 
vision of ensuring agricultural 
producers get a fair share of the 
food dollar,” said FSA Adminis-
trator Zach Ducheneaux. “From 
climate change to COVID-19, we 
are continuously working to make 
our programs as flexible as pos-
sible and so they effectively help 
producers face today’s challenges.”

The new ELAP Feed Transpor-
tation Producer Tool is a Micro-
soft Excel workbook that enables 
ranchers to input information 
specific to their operation to de-
termine an estimated payment. 
Final payments may vary depend-
ing on eligibility.

To use the tool, ranchers will 
need:

• Number of truckloads for this 
year;

• Mileage per truckload this 
year;

• Share of feed cost this year — 
if splitting loads;

• Number of truckloads you 
normally haul;

• Normal mileage per truck-
load;

• Share of normal feed cost.
The tool requires Microsoft Ex-

cel, and a tutorial video is avail-
able at www.fsa.usda.gov/elap.

UPDATES TO ELAP
ELAP provides financial assis-

tance to eligible producers of live-
stock, honeybees and farm-raised 
fish for losses due to disease, cer-
tain adverse weather events or loss 
conditions as determined by the 
Secretary of Agriculture. ELAP 
now covers feed transportation 
costs where grazing and hay re-
sources have been depleted. This 
includes places where drought 
intensity is D2 for eight consecu-
tive weeks as indicated by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor or drought in-
tensity is D3 or greater.

The tool calculates the estimat-
ed payment for feed transporta-
tion assistance, but it is not an 
application. Once FSA begins ac-
cepting applications later this fall 
for feed transportation assistance, 
ranchers should contact their FSA 
county office to apply. To simplify 
the application process, ranchers 
can print or email payment esti-
mates generated by this tool for 
submission to FSA. The deadline 
to apply for ELAP, including feed 
transportation costs, for 2021 is 
Jan. 31, 2022.

ELAP already covers above 
normal costs for hauling water to 
livestock in areas where drought 
intensity is D3 or greater on the 
drought monitor. FSA is also up-
dating ELAP to cover water haul-
ing in areas experiencing D2 for 
eight consecutive weeks, lowering 
the threshold for this assistance to 
be available. Program benefits are 
retroactive for 2021.

PAYMENT 
CALCULATIONS

USDA will reimburse eligible 
ranchers 60 percent of feed trans-
portation costs above what would 
have been incurred in a normal 
year. Producers qualifying as un-
derserved — socially disadvan-
taged, limited resource, begin-
ning or military veteran — will 
be reimbursed for 90 percent of 
the feed transportation cost above 
what would have been incurred in 
a normal year.

USDA uses a national cost for-
mula to determine reimbursement 
costs that will not include the first 
25 miles and distances exceeding 
1,000 transportation miles. The 
calculation will also exclude the 
normal cost to transport hay or 
feed if the producer normally 
purchases some feed. For 2021, 
the initial cost formula of $6.60 
per mile will be used — before the 
percentage is applied.

ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for ELAP assis-

tance, livestock must be intended 
for grazing and producers must 
have incurred feed transportation 
costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Al-
though producers will self-certify 
losses and expenses to FSA, pro-
ducers are encouraged to main-
tain good records and retain re-
ceipts and related documentation 
in the event these documents are 
requested for review by the local 
FSA County Committee.

MORE DROUGHT 
RECOVERY 
INFORMATION

USDA has taken additional 
steps to assist drought-impacted 
producers, including:

• Extending deadlines for crop 
insurance premium and adminis-
trative fees, and deferring interest 
accrual.

• Streamlining and accelerating 
losses and issuance of indemnity 
payments for crop insurance.

• Investing $41.8 million 
through a four-state pilot of the 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program Conservation Incentive 
Contracts focused on drought 
practices.

• Investing $15 million through 
a block grant to the Klamath 
Drought Response Agency to 
provide payments to producers 
to reduce irrigation demand.

USDA offers a comprehensive 
portfolio of disaster assistance 
programs. On www.farmers.gov, 
the Disaster Assistance Discov-
ery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help produc-
ers and landowners determine all 
program or loan options available 
for disaster recovery assistance. 
For details, producers should 
contact their local USDA Service 
Center.

USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is trans-
forming America’s food system 
with a greater focus on more 
resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to 
safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income 
for farmers and producers using 
climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic in-
vestments in infrastructure and 
clean energy capabilities in ru-
ral America, and committing to 
equity across the department by 
removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.

WHEAT SCOOP 

Study demonstrates how fungicide applications 
boost wheat yields

Submitted by Julia Debes
How important are spring foliar 

fungicide applications to wheat 
yields? A new study by Kansas 
State University quantified the 
yield gain from these applications 
by combining 12 years of K-State-
led experiments with survey data 
from Kansas wheat producers. 
Doing so not only demonstrated 
the power of fungicide to protect-
ing a wheat crop from diseases like 
stripe rust but also paves the way 
for future guidance on when these 
applications will provide the most 
benefit. 

“This is a different way of look-
ing at an old problem,” said Ro-
mulo Lollato, a wheat production 
specialist with K-State Research 
and Extension. “We had a lot of 
these data scattered around, but 
we did this collection and it lined 
up very well with what we would 
expect in terms of yield response 
to fungicides.”

“It was nice to see that what 
growers are experiencing in their 
fields is actually ground-truthing 
a lot of what we’re measuring in 
our field experiments.” 

CONSOLIDATING 
SCIENCE AND SURVEY

To answer how foliar fungi-
cide applications benefit yield, 
researchers gathered replicated 
field experiments from 12 years. 
They then combined that infor-
mation with producer-reported 
fungicide applications and yield 
data from their commercial fields. 

The Kansas Wheat Commis-
sion provided funding to cover 
the cost of the doctorate student 
who served as the boots on the 
ground collecting this survey over 
four years. Kansas Wheat also put 
the grower survey on their web-
site and promoted it through their 
channels to help garner additional 
responses. 

“The Kansas Wheat Commis-
sion was instrumental,” Lollato 
said. “We needed two things — 
funds for us to get the work done 
and disseminating the fact that we 
were doing that survey.”

The first step was to aggregate 
the relevant field experiment 
data from K-State-led research. 
The database of field experiments 

only included field experiments 
with a direct comparison between 
foliar fungicide applications and 
a side-by-side untreated control, 
resulting in 393 mean yield com-
parisons. 

The researchers combined this 
field experiment data with infor-
mation from a producer survey 
that covered a wide range of man-
agement decisions. The producer 
survey included variety and fun-
gicide management data from 654 
commercial Kansas wheat fields 
across three growing seasons — 
2016, 2017 and 2018. Around 55 
percent of the fields in this survey 
applied one or more fungicide ap-
plications, compared to the other 
45 percent that had no applica-
tions. Fungicide applications also 
varied on the weather that grow-
ing season, with more producers 
applying fungicide in wet years 
compared to dry years. 

The survey data also showed the 
majority of growers are choosing 
varieties that are either resistant 
or intermediate for leaf and stripe 
rust. Roughly 80 percent of fields 
in the survey were planted with 
some stripe rust resistance and 65 
to 70 percent with some resistance 
to leaf rust. 

“We see the growers are using 
both tools that they have,” Lol-
lato said. “Good genetic resistance 
that can actually reduce the need 
for the fungicide, but also based 
on weather conditions, they are 
taking data to the decision of the 
application.”

RESULTS SHOW YIELD 
IMPROVES

Overall, researchers deter-
mined an average of 7.8 percent 
yield gain for wheat fields with 
a foliar fungicide application. 
Genetics plays a key role in the 
range of this yield gain. Wheat 
varieties with less built-in resis-
tance to stripe or leaf rust ben-
efited more from fungicides than 
resistant or intermediate-resistant 
varieties. The average yield gain 
for resistant varieties was 5.6 per-
cent, compared to 6.9 percent for 
intermediate resistance and 16.9 
percent for susceptible varieties. 

“On average, we saw around 
seven percent yield gain on re-

sistant-to-intermediate resistant 
varieties and up to 16 percent on 
susceptible varieties,” Lollato said. 
“If that’s the average, then some 
years we were able to gain a lot 
more than that. Depending on 
weather conditions and the types 
of varieties growers are selecting, 
there’s an opportunity to have 
quite a bit of yield benefit from 
those fungicides. In some years, 
those gains are up to 30 to 40 per-
cent in resistant varieties and up 
to 90 percent in susceptible ones.” 

This overall average, however, 
was just the beginning of their 
findings. The researchers dug 
into the data even further and 
determined the underlying fac-
tor driving this response was a 
gain in kernel weight. Follow-
ing a fungicide application, the 
wheat plant was able to maintain 
a heavier kernel — a measurement 
called thousand kernel weight. 
Lollato explained the fungicide 
application increased this specific 
measurement, which resulted in 
higher yields. 

Because the experimental data 
set went back to the 2008 grow-
ing season, researchers were also 
able to compare the magnitude 
of yield gain during both dry and 
wet years. 

“From a weather perspective, 
we wanted to know what is driv-
ing that response,” Lollato said. 
“Essentially, we found that the 
best indicator of whether we’re 
going to have a good response to 
fungicide or not was cumulative 
precipitation during that April 
and May timeframe.”

“If we look at the cumula-
tive rainfall during those two 
months, it was highly related to 
the response to fungicide. So the 
more precipitation we had in those 
months, the more response to fun-
gicide the crop would have.”

In the grower survey data, 
researchers also found greater 
fungicide yield benefits in wetter 
growing seasons than dry seasons. 
The yield was about 15 bushels per 
acre greater on fields receiving a 
fungicide application in wet years 
as compared to about six bushels 
per acre in dryer years. Addition-
ally, researchers saw an interac-
tion with the planted wheat vari-

ety’s genetic resistance to disease, 
especially stripe rust. Fields that 
did not receive fungicide, but were 
planted to a resistant variety, still 
realized a yield gain of roughly 
five bushels per acre. 

In dry years, however, research-
ers did quantify a yield gain from 
fungicide application, albeit to a 
lesser extent. Fields without a 
fungicide application — during 
dry years — averaged around 40 
bushels per acre, compared to 46 
bushels per acre for fields with a 
fungicide application during that 
same time.

Beyond yield gain, researchers 
also determined fungicide appli-
cations improved yield stability of 
varieties, or how well a variety will 
match predicted yields in a com-
mercial field. The study compared 
about 15 varieties’ responses to 
fungicide and showed the fungi-
cide applications helped improve 
the stability of varieties by ad-
dressing that disease pressure. 
But, even further, the fungicide 
application itself made the wheat 
variety more receptive to other 
management or weather condi-
tions that would increase yields.

STUDY RESULTS 
GUIDE PRODUCERS’ 
DECISIONS

The study helps K-State provide 
better guidance to Kansas wheat 
producers about variety selection 
for disease resistance, the timing 
of fungicide applications depen-
dent on weather and how to better 
guide growers on what to expect 
in terms of yield gain after a fun-
gicide application. 

Additionally, K-State research-
ers are now using this model — 
combining field experiment data 
with producer survey work — to 
answer questions on other man-
agement decisions. Next up is a 
study on the previous crop for the 
field, but future research could 
cover planting date, sulfur appli-
cations and many more applica-
tions that will benefit researchers 
and producers alike.

Learn more about research 
supported by the Kansas Wheat 
Commission at https://kswheat.
com/research. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA to survey row 
crops county acreage 
and production

Submitted
The U.S. Department of Agri-

culture’s (USDA) National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
will survey producers in 38 states, 
including Kansas, as part of its 
2021 Row Crops County Agri-
cultural Production Survey. The 
survey will collect information on 
total acres planted and harvested 
and total yield and production of 
row crops to support estimates 
down to the county level. Pro-
ducers can complete their survey 
securely online at www.agcounts.
usda.gov.

“The data provided by produc-
ers will help federal and state pro-
grams support the farmer,” said 
Doug Bounds, Kansas State Stat-
istician. “We hope every producer 
who receives this survey will take 
the time to respond. Producers 
benefit when there are data avail-
able to help determine accurate 
loan rates, disaster payments, 
crop insurance price elections, 

and more. Without data, agencies 
such as USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency or Farm Service Agency 
may not have enough information 
on which to base their programs.”

If producers don’t respond on-
line, a NASS representative will 
contact selected Kansas growers 
to arrange telephone interviews 
to complete the survey. The in-
formation provided will be used 
for statistical purposes only. In 
accordance with federal law, re-
sponses will be kept confidential 
and will not be disclosed in iden-
tifiable form. The survey results 
will be published in NASS’s Quick 
Stats database (www.quickstats.
nass.usda.gov) in February 2022. 
For more information on NASS 
surveys and reports, and for re-
lease dates by commodity, visit 
www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/
Calendar/reports_by_date.php or 
contact the NASS Northern Plains 
Regional Field Office at 800-582-
6443.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Survey launched to explore transportation funding
Submitted 

The Kansas Department of 
Transportation (KDOT) launched 
a statewide survey to learn what 
Kansans think about how high-
ways and bridges are funded. 
The survey is available on the 
project webpage at www.ksdotike.
org/RUC-study and will be open 
through Wednesday, Nov. 24. 
It takes roughly five minutes to 
complete.

The survey is the first step in 
a Midwest Road Usage Charge 
(RUC) Study being led by KDOT. 
Kansas is the first Department of 
Tansportation to engage drivers to 
help design a local RUC pilot. The 

study will focus on identifying 
how a RUC system that reflects 
unique Midwestern values and 
needs could fund transportation 
investments.

Kansas roads and bridges are 
funded primarily by motor fuel 
tax revenues, the taxes paid at the 
pump. This funding continues to 
decline with the increased num-
ber of electric and hybrid vehicles 
and as people drive fewer miles. 
A recent KDOT study indicates 
by 2045, the state’s transportation 
system could rely on sales taxes for 
60 percent of revenue, which is not 
likely to be sustainable.

This is a nationwide issue, but 

to date, the discussion on how a 
RUC could work has been primar-
ily led by research on the east and 
west coasts. KDOT’s RUC Study 
is the first major pilot to bring a 
local, Midwest perspective to this 
important discussion.

“It’s important we bring a Mid-
west perspective to this national 
conversation,” said Secretary 
of Transportation Julie Lorenz. 
“Completing this local study will 
help KDOT better understand the 
potential real-world implications 
of a road usage charge model and 
help to ensure agricultural and 
freight industry perspectives – as 
well as rural drivers – are consid-

ered.”
The study will be conducted in 

three phases. Phase One is seeking 
volunteers to engage in activities 
and provide feedback that will 
inform the RUC pilot design. In-
dividuals interested in learning 
more and following the progress 
can also sign up for email updates 
on the project webpage (www.ks-
dotike.org/RUC-study – reference 
the project fact sheet). The study 
is being supported by the Feder-
al Highway Administration and 
coordinated with the Minnesota 
DOT to expand the pilot’s reach.
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