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DUBOIS DANCE HALL

Local dance hall celebrates 100th birthday

SUBMITTED BY SHARLA SITZMAN

They started the DuBois ZCBJ Hall in 1920 
and finished 100 years ago, in 1921. On Sunday 
afternoon, Dec. 5, big doins’ at the Hall to 
celebrate it’s century mark, following notables 
like Evelyn Mach Pettinger of Pawnee City, 
Neb., a little Bohemian girl born in DuBois 
, Neb., about 103 years ago, and, this year, 
Hank De Koning of Burchard, who married 
the “tough little Bohemian girl” who graced 
much of his adult life, Ellen. Both saw the in-
sides of that Hall when it was in its heyday, 
especially Evelyn, who danced every dance, 
including the exhilarating Flying Dutchman.

The celebration begins with a potluck at 
11:30 a.m. and continues with a full out party 
from 2-5 p.m. The Czcechlanders Orches-
tra will be joined by various friends, as is 
the way. Some tuba Christmas carols will be 
played in memory of the late Duane Stehlik 
who once led such a program. Adam Blecha 
of the Czechlanders will be joined by Hall 
of Famer Bob Stepanek of Dubois, Neb., by 
young Trey Blecha of Table Rock, Neb., and 
by any other tuba or baritone player who can 
be found by then.

The music is sponsored by a joint venture of 
the Pawnee County Arts Council and the Paw-
nee County Promotional Network (PCPN). 
The afternoon was originally contemplated 
as an afternoon concert, but the ZCBJ Lodge 
jumped at the opportunity to meld a big birth-
day party for the Hall’s with it.

At the party, some pretty nice gift baskets 
from the Arts Council land PCPN will be 
awarded winners of a trivia quiz. ZCBJ is an 
old fraternal organization. ZCBJ is an acro-
nym for Zapadni Ceska Bratrska Jednota and 
translates to Western Bohemian Fraternal Or-
ganization. Remember that and you may be 
on your way to winning one of those prizes.

Fresh-roasted ZCBJ blend coffee will be 
served until it runs out. This coffee is made 
by Reboot Roasting of Omaha and bears a label 

that has an image of the Hall and the words 
“ZCBJ. Pravada – Laska – Vernost. Truth, 
Love, Loyalty. And good coffee.” 

The motto Pravada, Laska, Vernost, appears 
on the canvas-painted proscenium curtain, 
which is expected to be back in place by the 
party. That curtain is well-known in histori-
cal circles, and bears images of famous people 
from the Czech lands, too. There is a second 
curtain which shows a fantasy view of Praha 
– Prague – with its castle.

The Hall is a fixture in the area, especially 
as a dance hall. A newspaper article of the time 
headed, “Farmers Build Community House,” 
described it as a brick and tile. (It has been 
stucco in virtually all memories of those alive.) 
It cost $10,000 to build, could seat over 900 
for a play or movie, had electric lights with 
electricity run from the DuBois – Pawnee City 
line, and was heated by a hot air furnace. It 
was used as a “business and social meeting 
place” by the farmers with dances, plays, and 
movies. The article said that the basement had 
a cement floor and was used by the farmers’ 

wives for banquets and bazaars. 
The hall is on its second life. Mary Barker of 

DuBois, Neb., watched its decline after it was 
abandoned about 40 years ago. Trees grew up, 
windows were broken, and records from the 
Hall were strewn into the parking lot. Grime, 
dirt and trash filled the inside. Mary remem-
bers that the front hall had a 2-3 foot layer of 
the stuff. She got tired of having a broken heart 
and initiated a successful campaign to save it. 

Her husband Norman remembers, “I can’t 
count the kolaches that she sold to get a roof 
on the Hall.” 

Mary collected every scrap of paperwork 
she could save and got it cleared and fixed 
up. And she got it on the National Register 
of Historic Places. It is again used for dances. 
Last weekend, it was used for a night of silent 
movies with live piano accompaniment. And 
who knows, a play may be coming, a good 
old-fashioned melodrama.

The Hall is in rural Dubois, at 62798 706 
Road.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENT

KDHE 
encourages 
safe holiday 
celebrations

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE) encourages Kansans to celebrate the upcoming 
holidays safely. Whether you are celebrating with family 
or friends, it is important to know what COVID-19 pre-
cautions you can take to protect yourself and others this 
holiday season.  

In order to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19, the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends taking the following precautions: 

• Get vaccinated. The best way to protect yourself from 
COVID-19 is to get fully vaccinated. Getting vaccinated 
also helps protect others around you, including those not 
yet eligible for vaccination, such as young children.  

• Get tested. Even if someone is not showing symptoms, 
they can still spread the virus. Protect your loved ones by 
getting tested for COVID-19 before spending the holidays 
with friends and family. 

• Wear a mask. If you are not fully vaccinated, it is recom-
mended that you wear a well-fitting mask over your nose 
and mouth in public indoor settings. In communities with 
substantial to high transmission rates, wearing a mask is 
recommended in public indoor settings even if you are fully 
vaccinated. If you or someone you are celebrating with has a 
weakened immune system, is at an increased risk for severe 
disease or is unvaccinated, you may choose to wear a mask 
while gathering as an added precaution. 

• Take travel precautions. It is recommended to delay 
travel until you are fully vaccinated, but whether you are 
fully vaccinated or not, it is important to know the travel 
recommendations and restrictions before your trip. For 
information about domestic and international travel guid-
ance for fully vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals, visit 
the CDC’s Travel page.  

“With the holidays fast approaching, we want to encourage 
all Kansans to prioritize their health and safety this season,” 
said Lee Norman, M.D., Secretary of the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment. “It is important to take 
the steps that we can and do our part to reduce the risk of 
spreading COVID-19. During the upcoming holidays, we 
hope you can create new, happy memories while protecting 
yourselves and your loved ones.”

Help keep our communities stay safe by getting tested 
regularly. To find a free testing location near you, visit www.
knowbeforeyougoKS.com. 

To learn more about the vaccines, who is eligible to get 
vaccinated (or receive a booster shot), and schedule a vac-
cination appointment, visit www.kansasvaccine.gov. 

Have a happy and safe holiday season!  

KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Developmental screenings are beneficial
SUBMITTED

Developmental screenings, such as the Ages & 
Stages Questionnaires® (ASQ®), for incoming kin-
dergarten students can help teachers ensure their 
classrooms are ready to support the social, emo-
tional and academic success of each student and 
can promote positive teacher-parent relationships.

The Kansas State Department of Education 
(KSDE) and the Kansas State Board of Education 
announced a new vision for education – Kansas 
leads the world in the success of each student – in 
2015. Kindergarten readiness was identified that 
same year as an outcome to measure the progress 
toward that vision.

To help advance kindergarten readiness, all Kan-
sas elementary schools now partner with families to 
better understand students’ development through 
Ages and Stages Questionnaires.

In the fall of 2016, KSDE partnered with several 
school districts to pilot the Ages & Stages Question-
naires®, Third Edition (ASQ®-3) and Ages & Stages 
Questionnaires®: Social-Emotional, Second Edition 
(ASQ®:SE-2). These provide a snapshot of a child’s 
developmental milestones. However, they aren’t 
used to keep a student from attending kindergarten. 
Per Kansas law, the only requirement for entry into 
kindergarten is that a child be five years old on or 
before Aug. 31 of their kindergarten year — un-
less a child has previously attended kindergarten 
in another state.

ASQ-3® addresses five developmental areas – 
communication, gross motor, fine motor, problem-
solving and personal-social. The ASQ:SE-2® ad-
dresses seven social-emotional areas: self-regulation, 
compliance, communication, adaptive behaviors, 
autonomy, affect and interaction with people.

Penny Stoss, assistant superintendent for Nick-
erson-South Hutchinson Unified School District 
309, said her district took part in the pilot. Stoss 
had served as an early childhood director and had 
experience using the ASQ®.

“We have been successful from the start,” she said. 

“I think it helps prepare our classrooms right out 
of the gate. It also helps with staffing decisions and 
teaching strategies. The report gives the parent and 
the teacher that feeling that they are a team from the 
beginning of the school year. It sets that tone that the 
parent’s voice is valued in their child’s education.”

Nickerson-South Hutchinson hosts an early child-
hood screening day toward the end of August. It is 
by appointment. The parent or guardian and their 
child visit several stations to have his or her height 
and weight recorded and hearing and vision tested. 
They also visit a station with a pre-k teacher, and 
there is a bag of tools, such as a ball, that may be 
needed during the ASQ-3®. The district also sets up 
Chromebooks and iPads with direct links to the 
online Family Access version of the questionnaires 
for parents to complete during family visits.

“Over the past three years, we have noticed that 
parents are getting more accepting of the ASQ and 
have a deeper understanding of how to score their 
child and have deeper discussions with teachers 
about their child’s growth,” she said.

Data collected during the screenings can help 
teachers, but it also can help schools design environ-
ment and instruction to meet the needs of incoming 
kindergartners; support aligned teaching practices 
and program planning; and support personalized 
instruction.

On Aug. 1, 2017, KSDE and Brookes Publishing 
entered into a contract for statewide implementation. 
Beginning in 2018, all Kansas elementary schools 
were required to partner with families of incom-
ing kindergarteners to administer both the ASQ-3® 
and the ASQ:SE-2®. Following a statewide series of 
trainings during the fall of 2017, the first statewide 
collection took place between Aug. 1-Sept. 20, 2018.

For the 2021-22 school year, districts were allowed 
to apply to begin their 2021 kindergarten readiness 
snapshot (ASQ®) after March 1, 2021. Districts that 
applied to begin the process in the spring or early 
summer instead of July 1 had to agree that they 
wouldn’t use the ASQ® data as a gatekeeper to pre-
vent five-year-old children from entering kinder-

garten and that they would follow up with families. 
Districts also had to agree to share the ASQ® data 
with each child’s kindergarten teacher.

Madison-Virgil USD 386 offers a family ASQ® 
night, said Melissa Harlan, the early learning coordi-
nating instructor for the district. The come-and-go 
event offers stations with the needed manipulatives 
for each part of the ASQ-3®, as well as professional 
staff members available in each room to address 
any questions that parents or guardians may have. 
The district also offers a quiet space for families 
to complete the ASQ:SE-2® and supervised child 
care so families have time to complete the social-
emotional portion.

Madison-Virgil also uses the online Family Ac-
cess version of the questionnaires for flexibility and 
choice in completing either an electronic or paper 
copy.

“As a teacher, I value the input that families in-
clude in the narrative answers at the end of each 
protocol,” Harlan said. “This provides me with 
specific, individualized feedback directly from the 
family in written form about their child. They take 
the opportunity to include both positives they love 
about their child, as well as opening up about any 
challenges.”

While each incoming kindergartener should have 
access to the ASQ®, parents can choose not to par-
ticipate, said Amanda Petersen, director of KSDE’s 
Early Childhood team.

KSDE and other state agencies are partnering 
with community organizations throughout the 
state to expand access to developmental screen-
ings, according to Petersen. The All In For Kansas 
Kids Strategic Plan is helping build a stronger early 
childhood system.

“As part of that, we really wanted to expand ac-
cess to developmental screenings and to make sure 
that no matter where you live in the state, if you are 
a parent or a family with a young child, you have 
access to developmental screenings,” Petersen said. 
“We know that access to early childhood services 
varies based on where you live.”

In July 2020, KSDE and Brookes Publishing ex-
ecuted a new contract to expand the state ASQ® 
Online System (online infrastructure). KSDE and 
the Kansas Department of Health and Environ-
ment (KDHE) then partnered with Programs for 
Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities (Part C of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act - 
IDEA) in Kansas to administer local ASQ® accounts, 
with support provided by the University of Kansas 
Center for Public Partnerships and Research. Any 
community-based organization that serves children 
can have access to the ASQ®. There are 30 Part C 
programs in Kansas, so all of the state is covered, 
Petersen said.

“We hope this will expand access to developmental 
screenings through the ASQ so that more people can 
be screening and more people can be identifying 
kids who might need support earlier on,” she said.

Emerson Elementary School, Kansas City USD 
500, hosts an open house event about two weeks 
into the school year, said Lusia Requenes, family 
engagement coordinator at Emerson. A light meal 
is offered, and parents and guardians can fill out 
the two questionnaires on a computer the school 
provides.

“This year, we had great participation,” Requenes 
said. “I’d say it was about 80 percent.”

For families who can’t attend, an online Fam-
ily Access link is provided so the screenings can 
be completed at home. Kindergarten families are 
provided information about the event at kinder-
garten roundup in the spring before the start of the 
kindergarten year.

“It’s really opened our families’ eyes that every 
day practical activities at home can impact learn-
ing,” Requenes said. “I don’t think parents realize 
that they are teaching all of these skills to their kids. 
The ASQ helps support teachers in lesson plan-
ning, too. I know ASQ also has had an impact on 
adding more of the learning-through-play feature. 
In the five years we’ve been doing it, I feel like our 
kindergarten classrooms are stronger.”

Mary and Norman Barker of DuBois, Nebraska, stand in front of the 100-year-old Hall 
that, 30 years ago, they led an effort to save.               Submitted | Sharla Sitzman

Two University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
students interview Mary Barker about the 
ZCBJ Hall in DuBois, Nebraska, in 2020.

Submitted | Sharla Sitzman
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Being present

Planning purposeful time 
with family and friends 
may help you slow down 

and appreciate 
those around 
y o u .  G i v e 
t h a n k s  for 
unique gif ts 
everyone brings 
to make your 
family special.

During De-
cember, it is 
easy to feel 
you are always on the run to ball 
games, concerts, or holiday gath-
erings. Follow these tips to find 
time to enjoy the month, your 
family and friends.

• Pause, and reflect on what 
makes you happy. What brings 
you to your family? Give yourself 
and your family the gift of plan-
ning meaningful ways to spend 
time together.

• Savor family meals. Whether 
it means eating breakfast or sup-
per together, taking time to un-
plug from technology and connect 
with each other can create special 
memories.

• Invest your time to get to 
know your children better and 
understand their likes. How can 

you help them 
develop a skill 
or talent or 
learn more? 
You might start 
with a trip to 
your library for 
ideas to build a 
passion around.

• Share your 
time and tal-

ents with others. Let your children 
experience the joy of giving.

Think how your family might 
enjoy time being present together 
and incorporate exercise in fun 
ways. Here are some ideas:

• Go sledding;
• Walk through the neighbor-

hood to enjoy holiday decorations;
• Make snow angels;
• Go caroling to brighten oth-

ers’ day;
• Create a snow fort;
• Shovel a neighbor’s driveway;
• Ice skate;
• Build a snowman family or 

other snow sculpture.

Utilizing crop residues
Based on the corn acres in 

Kansas, it is estimated the crop 
produces close to 200,000 tons of 
residue annually. Not all of it is us-
able, but if you’re trying to stretch 
the hay pile and are considering 
utilization of crop residue, there 
are a few things to think through 
as you do.

First, check for grain piles. 
Modern equipment doesn’t usual-
ly leave much, but if piles remain, 
it’s a good idea to clean them up 
to avoid intake issues from single 
feeding consumption.

Early season corn stalk graz-
ing might provide you a product 
with a crude protein in the six 
and a half percent range, while 
later grazing will be closer to three 
and a half. Energy value declines 
aren’t as significant, but will drop 
over time. Adjust supplement pro-
grams accordingly based on cow 
condition and stage of growth.

General cattle grazing will typi-
cally result in removal of about 15 
percent of the residue — leaves 
and husk. Greater consumption 
levels can be attained if animals 
are forced to, but the goal should 

be to leave at least 50 percent of 
the total residue on the field. One 
general rule of thumb used is to 
divide yield 
b y  t h r e e 
and a half 
to get graz-
ing days for a 
1,200-pound 
cow. Adjust 
days if animals 
are heavier/
lactating due 
to increased 
consumption.

Compaction could be a concern, 
but is generally concentrated in 
paths to and from water sources or 
is shallow in nature. Compaction 
research varies, so understanding 
soil type, soil moisture and timing 
of grazing are key. Bottom line: 
compaction will likely be light and 
easily remedied with light tillage 
if it does occur. To avoid, remove 
cattle if possible when the field is 
wet and not frozen, or when other 
significant compaction factors are 
present.

Nutrient removal from grazing 
is fairly low. Dry cows will likely 

only remove a couple of pounds 
of nitrogen per acre along with 
a few other nutrients, and some 

recycling will 
l i kely  occu r 
when grazed 
that does not as 
rapidly occur 
if residue is left 
completely on 
the soil surface.

Poinsettia 
Care

Tis the sea-
son for poinsettias. This popular 
Christmas season plant can be a 
little finicky, but with a little at-
tention, can remain an attractive 
decoration for a long time.

Start by providing an appro-
priate temperature environ-
ment. Pick a sunny window or 
the brightest area of the room. 
Daytime temperature should be 
65 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit. Tem-
peratures above 75 tend to shorten 
bloom life. Nighttime tempera-
tures should be between 60 and 
65 degrees at night to prevent root 
rot. Keep plants from touching 

cold window panes and away from 
drafty windows at night or draw 
drapes between them to avoid 
damage from the cold.

Soil moisture also is important. 
Poinsettias don’t like wet feet on 
one hand, or wilting on the other. 
If allowed to wilt, the plant will 
likely drop leaves, so avoid mois-
ture extremes. Check potting soil 
daily by sticking your finger about 
one-half inch deep into the soil. 
If it is dry, the plant needs water. 
Water the plant with lukewarm 
water until some runs out of the 
drainage hole, then discard the 
drainage water.

Worried about the poisonous 
characteristics of poinsettias? 
While there can be allergic reac-
tions to the plant’s milky sap, there 
has never been a recorded case 
of poisoning. The plant doesn’t 
contain the toxin other members 
of the Euphorbia genus do, and 
poinsettia has been found to pro-
duce either no effect — orally or 
topically — or occasional cases 
of vomiting.

Talking turkey: Tips for preparing holiday foods
Kansas State University’s 

Blakeslee outlines ways to keep 
food safe and reduce the cook’s 

stress

Whether you’re a nov-
ice at cooking, or 
are the experienced 

short-order cook at your house, 
chances are that you don’t prepare 
a 14-pound holiday turkey and all 
the trimmings every day. Kansas 
State University’s Karen Blakeslee 
says there are ways to avoid last-
minute stress and keep food safe 
when putting it all together. 

Blakeslee, the coordinator of the 
K-State Research and Extension 
Rapid Response Center, provided 
these tips for before and after the 
holiday meal:

Make a list well in advance of 
the holiday. Include in your list, 
a timeline when activities should 
happen, whether five days before 
the meal, two days before or two 
hours before. Will the turkey go in 

the oven? In a countertop roaster? 
If the turkey will take up the oven, 
think about other foods you’ll pre-
pare and how. Stovetop? Pressure 
cooker?

Consider asking guests to bring 
a dish. 

Wash your hands often, includ-
ing before, during and after food 
preparation.

If you want a fresh turkey, order 
it ahead so your store will have it 
ready. Typically you’d pick it up 
the week of the holiday, maybe a 
day or two prior.

A frozen turkey can be pur-
chased much earlier. Store it in 
the freezer until it’s time to thaw 
and cook it. Watch for sales at this 
time of year. 

How long to thaw the turkey 
depends on how big the size of the 
turkey. Plan for a 12 to 16-pound 
turkey to thaw for a full week 
in the refrigerator. If thawing a 
smaller one, move it from the 

freezer to the refrigerator the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. 

Did you forget to thaw the bird 
in advance? 
Submerge it in 
clean, cool wa-
ter in a large 
pot, but change 
the water every 
30 minutes or 
so. This takes 
a few hours as 
opposed to sev-
eral days in the 
refrigerator. 

If all else fails and you com-
pletely forget, the turkey can be 
cooked from a frozen state, but 
it will take about 1-1/2 times the 
amount of time to cook a thawed 
turkey.

When prepping the turkey, 
there’s no need to wash it. Food 
scientists say rinsing the bird 
can splash water with bacteria 
on countertops and other foods. 

Cooking it will take care of any 
potential bacteria. 

Cook at 325 degrees Fahren-
heit or higher 
until a meat 
thermometer 
inserted in the 
meatiest area, 
typically the 
thigh, shows 
165 degrees 
Fahrenheit. It’s 
a good idea to 
take readings 

in a couple of places. 
Covering the turkey with a lid 

or aluminum foil will help ensure 
consistent cooking. Take the lid or 
foil off toward the end of cooking 
to allow the skin to brown.

Pop-up thermometers that 
come with some turkeys are an 
indicator of temperature, but 
they’re not the true temperature 
of the innermost part of the tur-
key. These can pop up before the 

bird is cooked through. 
If the turkey will take up the en-

tire oven, think ahead (remember 
that list) about how you can use 
a slow cooker, a pressure cooker, 
a stove top or even a countertop 
roaster (which you can also cook 
the turkey in) to cook other foods.

Making stuffing? Food safety 
experts encourage cooks to bake 
the stuffing in a separate pan from 
the turkey, making it easier to get 
to the required 165 degrees Fahr-
enheit. 

If you stuff the bird, stuff it 
loosely. Packing it tight slows 
down the time to reach 165 de-
grees Fahrenheit. 

As with any kind of meat, it’s a 
good idea to let the turkey “rest” 
for 15-20 minutes when it comes 
out of the oven. It helps the juices 
reincorporate into the meat. 

After the Meal
To help prevent foodborne ill-

ness, don’t let food sit out more 
than two hours after it comes out 
of the oven or off the stove. That 
invites potential bacterial growth 
and no one wants foodborne ill-
ness after a nice holiday meal.

Remember this: cold foods 
should be kept cold and hot foods 
should be kept hot. 

To help turkey meat chill faster, 
take the meat off the bones. Save 
the bones in the refrigerator or 
freezer to make turkey soup. 

Store leftover foods in a f lat, 
wide container (about two inches 
high) before refrigerating if pos-
sible. That also helps it chill faster 
which keeps bacteria from grow-
ing. 

“Remember, take time to plan 
out the meal, keep safe food han-
dling tips in mind, and enjoy your 
time with family and friends,” 
Blakeslee said.
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

KDA offers 
reimbursement to 
specialty crop growers

Submitted
The Kansas Department of Agriculture has funds available for 

reimbursement to Kansas specialty crop growers who attend an 
educational conference with a primary focus on specialty crops. 
Qualifying conferences may include sessions about production 
practices, specialized equipment and technology, pest and disease 
management, specialty crop marketing practices, or business prin-
ciples for specialty crop producers.

Applicants who apply for the reimbursement will be required to 
attend the conference between December 2021 and June 2022 and 
to complete surveys before, immediately after, and six months post-
conference prior to payment being issued. Conferences not eligible 
will include those within the state of Kansas and the Great Plains 
Growers Conference. KDA will reimburse Kansas specialty crop 
growers up to $850 each in order to offset the cost of their confer-
ence registration, mileage/flights, hotel, meals, etc. The award is 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. The deadline for ap-
plication is Dec. 17.

Examples of conferences that may be eligible for applicants to 
attend include, but are not limited to:

• Great Lakes Expo Fruit, Vegetable and Farm Market Confer-
ence, Dec. 7-9, 2021, Grand Rapids, Mich.;

• Southeast Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference, Jan. 6-9, 
2022, Savannah, Ga.;

• North American Strawberry Growers Association Conference, 
Jan. 16-19, 2022, Nashville, Tenn.;

• Unified Wine and Grape Symposium, Jan. 25-27, 2022, Sacra-
mento, Calif.;

• American Society of Enology and Viticulture Annual Confer-
ence, June 19-22, 2022, San Diego, Calif..

This program is made possible by a U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG). The SCBG makes funds 
available to state departments of agriculture solely to enhance the 
competitiveness of specialty crops. According to USDA, specialty 
crops are defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, hor-
ticulture and nursery crops, including floriculture.”

This grant fits KDA’s mission to provide an environment that 
enhances and encourages economic growth of the agriculture in-
dustry and the Kansas economy.

For application details, go to the KDA website at www.agriculture.
ks.gov/grants. Questions should be directed to Sammy Gleason, 
From the Land of Kansas program coordinator, at 785-564-6755 
or Sammy.Gleason@ks.gov.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly announces first round of grants
Submitted

To reaffirm her administra-
tion’s support for local organiza-
tions engaged in efforts to increase 
COVID-19 vaccinations, Gover-
nor Laura Kelly announced the 
first round of Pandemic Assis-
tance and Vaccine Equity Grants 
(PAVE) funding.

“The first round of PAVE grant 
funds will help our local organiza-
tions support their communities 
to beat this virus once and for all,” 
Governor Kelly said. “Local orga-

nizations know their constituents 
the best, and my administration 
is committed to supporting their 
efforts to increase vaccinations, 
keep our businesses open, and 
ensure every Kansan stays safe 
and healthy.”

This program is specifically 
dedicated to reaching high-risk 
communities disproportionately 
affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, including underserved 
populations such as racial and 
ethnic minorities and rural com-

munities. The 10 organizations 
receiving these funds will reach 
communities across the state to 
help increase the rate of COV-
ID-19 vaccinations.

These organizations will use 
funds to provide COVID-19 vac-
cine education and resources to 
Hispanic and Black populations, 
limited English speaking persons, 
older adults, long-term care facili-
ties, foster parents, single mothers, 
persons with disabilities, schools 
and rural communities. The grant 

also will fund transportation to 
vaccination sites and social media 
messaging and radio ads regard-
ing the importance of vaccination.

Applications can be submitted 
for consideration to PAVE@ks.gov 
until 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 31. For 
more information, to download 
an application and to apply, please 
visit https://kansascovidgrants.
com/.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS

Application period open for          
Commission Big Game Permits

Submitted
Local chapters of nonprofit 

organizations based or operat-
ing in Kansas – that actively pro-
mote wildlife conservation and 
the hunting and fishing heritage 
– have a special opportunity 
waiting for them with the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) Commission. The 
Commission Big Game Permit 
program allows eligible organi-
zations a chance to draw one of 
seven special big game permits, 
which can then be sold to raise 

funding for conservation-based 
projects.

The official drawing will take 
place at the Commission’s Thurs-
day, Jan. 13, public meeting. Ap-
plications, which can be obtained 
from Commission secretary Sheila 
Kemmis at Sheila.kemmis@ks.gov, 
must be submitted no later than 
Saturday, Jan. 1. Organizations are 
not eligible to receive a Commis-
sion Big Game Permit more than 
once in a three-year period.

One elk, one antelope or up to 
seven deer permits are issued each 

year, depending on applicant pref-
erence. Deer permits are either-
species/either-sex and are valid 
statewide during any season with 
legal equipment for that season; 
and, they do not count against 
other big game permits the license 
holder is eligible for.

Once the permit is sold, the cost 
of the permit, plus 15 percent of 
the total sale price, is subtracted 
and kept by the organization, 
while the remainder is remitted 
to KDWP with a proposal for a 
conservation project. When the 

project is approved, the money is 
returned to the organization to 
complete the project. An excep-
tion to this procedure would oc-
cur if Kansas Hunters Feeding the 
Hungry (KHFH) is drawn. In that 
case, KHFH keeps 85 percent of 
the funds to help pay for process-
ing donated deer.

For more information, contact 
Kemmis at Sheila.kemmis@ks.gov 
or (620) 672-0702.

STATE OF KANSAS
Kansas parks are good       
for the economy

Submitted
On Friday, Nov. 19, Governor 

Laura Kelly announced a new 
study by the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) 
and the Center for Economic 
Development and Business Re-
search (CEDBR) at Wichita State 
University showing Kansas parks 
have a positive economic impact 
across the state and across several 
industries.

“This study confirms that our 
wildlife and parks industry is 
good for our economy and good 
for Kansans,” Governor Kelly said. 
“In 2020, state park visitors con-
tributed more than $170 million 
to grow our economy. We’ll use 
this data to support our parks, 
strengthen our economy and con-
tinue improving Kansans’ quality 
of life.”

For the study, KDWP and 
CEDBR polled 39,156 visitors who 
stayed at one of Kansas’s 28 state 
parks between April 1 and Sept. 
11 to better understand economic 
contributions to regional and state 
economies. Notable findings from 
the study include:

• Survey respondents had an 
average party size of four people, 
stayed 4.1 days and spent approxi-
mately $510 each trip.

• On average, 91.9 percent of 
visitors indicated they would rec-
ommend the state park to others, 
and 79.9 percent indicated they 
would revisit the same state park 
within a year.

• In 2020 alone, largely due to 
the global pandemic, Kansas state 
parks saw a dramatic increase of 
52 percent in the number of visitor 
days in parks. This led to an addi-
tional 1,354 jobs and $35.2 million 
dollars in wages for Kansans.

• In 2020, total estimated 
spending by visitors in Kansas 
was 170.1 million dollars.

• Approximately 67 percent of 
spending related to nature-based 
tourism activities was conducted 
near survey respondents’ desti-
nation, with sales predominantly 
conducted within just 40 miles 
of Kansas state parks. Currently, 
29 Kansas counties are home to 
at least a portion of a state park.

“Kansas state parks not only 
provide natural amenities which 
help visitors destress and improve 

their quality of life,” said CEDBR 
Director Jeremy Hill, “They are 
economic engines for each of the 
28 regional economies.”

“We’re proud to contribute to 
the state’s economy, especially 
in the mostly rural communities 
where our state parks are located,” 
said KDWP Secretary Brad Love-
less. “If there’s anything the past 
two years have taught us, it’s that 
people’s time is valuable and when 
given the choice, people want to 
spend their time out-of-doors. 
This challenges us to constantly 
improve the park experience, so 
this data will be invaluable in 
helping us determine where our 
efforts can benefit visitors most.”

“As our staff and volunteers 
plan special events, they remain 
committed to offering activities 
that are not only memorable, but 
improve visitors’ quality of life,” 
said Kansas State Parks Director 
Linda Lanterman. “No matter 
the income level of our visitors, 
Kansas state parks remain an af-
fordable, ‘close to home’ getaway 
that everyone can enjoy.”

For more on Kansas State Parks, 
and to view the full study, visit 
www.ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks. 
The full report also can be down-
loaded at https://governor.kansas.
gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/
ks-state-parks-impact-final.pdf.

ABOUT THE BARTON 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

The Barton School of Business 
 – home of the CEDBR – has been 
the undergraduate and graduate 
college at Wichita State Univer-
sity since it’s founding in 1926. 
Located in Kansas’ business hub, 
the college continues to transform 
with extensive applied learning 
opportunities and majors for 
students. The Barton School cur-
rently offers more undergraduate 
business degrees than any other 
institution in Kansas – including 
the state’s only entrepreneurship 
major. It also holds a double AAC-
SB accreditation for business and 
accounting, which is the largest 
selection in the state and puts it 
in the top one percent of business 
schools worldwide. For more in-
formation, please visit www.cedbr.
org.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Vaccine, testing clinics continue statewide
Submitted

With the increased presence of 
the Delta variant in Kansas, local 
health departments, providers and 
community groups are continu-
ing to hold free COVID-19 vac-
cine and testing clinics across the 
state. The emergence of the Delta 
variant poses a dangerous risk to 
communities across Kansas, and 
following recommendations of 
both the Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) and Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), all Kan-
sans age five and older are eligible 
to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine.

For those 18 and older, the 

FDA’s emergency use authoriza-
tion also covers the Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines, in 
addition to Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine. Yesterday, the Kansas 
Department of Health and Envi-
ronment announced all fully vac-
cinated Kansans over the age of 
18 are now eligible for COVID-19 
booster shots. Eligible Kansans 
must be at least 18 years old and 
have met the six-month time pe-
riod following the primary vac-
cination series for the Moderna 
or Pfizer vaccine, or it has been 
at least two months since their 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

As of Wednesday, Nov. 17, 55.3 

percent of Kansans have received 
at least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine.

The events listed below are part 
of a sustained effort to mobilize 
Kansans to get vaccinated and/
or tested to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 to protect themselves 
and their loved ones. Free testing 
is available to everyone in Kansas, 
regardless of vaccination status 
and even if you have been tested 
before.

The Delta variant is highly 
contagious – more than twice as 
contagious as previous variants 
– and makes up the vast majority 
of new COVID-19 cases in Kan-

sas. The greatest concern is for 
Kansans who are unvaccianted 
as data shows that this variant 
causes more severe illness among 
these individuals. The COVID-19 
vaccines reduce a person’s risk of 
contracting the virus, including 
this variant, and they have been 
shown to prevent severe disease 
and death.

To find a free testing location 
in your community, or guidance 
about who should get tested, visit 
www.knowbeforeyougoKS.com.

To learn more about the vac-
cines and schedule a vaccination 
appointment, visit www.kansas-
vaccine.gov/.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT
KDHE announces changes to Kansas COVID-19 testing strategy

Submitted
Following the recent release of 

the Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment’s (KDHE) up-
dated Employer Testing Playbook, 
KDHE is announcing upcoming 
changes to its COVID-19 testing 
strategy that ensure testing re-
mains accessible to all Kansans 
across the State.

As widespread COVID-19 vac-
cination continues to prevent seri-
ous illness and death, the virus is 
expected to continue to circulate 
in the near future, not unlike the 
flu. Testing remains an important 
tool to identify the virus and pro-
tect Kansan communities against 
its spread.

“Testing has become an in-
creasingly important way in 
which those who choose to be 
unvaccinated may still be able to 
work, attend events and travel,” 
said Ashley Goss, Acting Secre-
tary of the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment. “This is 
especially critical as more busi-
nesses and employers have begun 
requiring either proof of vaccina-
tion or demonstration of a nega-
tive COVID-19 test with greater 
frequency.”

However, as COVID-19 contin-
ues to be present in our commu-
nities, it is no longer sustainable 
for public health to fund testing 
alone. KDHE initially allocated 
$141 million of federal grant fund-
ing to make COVID-19 testing ac-
cessible for all Kansans, includ-
ing support for commercial and 

university labs to help expand 
processing and sampling capac-
ity. The surge of infections due 
to the Delta variant significantly 
depleted this budget in a shorter 
timeframe than expected.

As a result, and to ensure Kan-
sans have uninterrupted access to 
crucial COVID-19 testing, KDHE 
is implementing the next phase 
of its COVID-19 testing strategy, 
which is intended to reduce the 
State’s costs for its testing program 
while ensuring it can continue 
into 2022. 

These changes also will mean 
employers, health insurers and in-
dividuals are going to be increas-
ingly asked to pay for COVID-19 
testing, as they would with testing 
for most other communicable dis-
eases. Moving forward, access to 
COVID-19 testing will be a shared 
responsibility of both the public 
and private sector. To ensure ad-
equate time for testing partners to 
transition, KDHE has approached 
state and federal bodies to secure 
additional funding for continu-
ity of testing operations through 
March 2022.

Free COVID-19 testing will 
continue to be available across 
Kansas for those who are expe-
riencing symptoms or have po-
tential exposures to COVID-19 
in their communities. To get a 
COVID-19 test through KDHE’s 
mass testing sites, the network of 
Community and Volunteer Test-
ing Partners, and Local Health 
Departments, Kansans can ac-

cess a full list of sites offering free 
testing at www.KnowBeforeYou-
GoKS.com. The following options 
remain available for free testing 
across the State, with availability 
dependent on need as well as state 
and federal funding:

• Mass testing sites: KDHE will 
continue to offer free COVID-19 
PCR tests at nine mass testing sites 
in Johnson, Wyandotte, Douglas, 
Sedgwick, Shawnee and Riley 
counties.

• Employer testing: KDHE will 
continue employer testing for 
those previously enrolled in the 
COVID-19 employer testing pro-
gram, supporting biweekly test-
ing for 10 percent of employees. 
KDHE is working with state and 
federal bodies to secure funding 
to support this program through 
March 2022, at which point it will 
be phased out. Any changes to this 
timeline will be communicated as 
clearly and early as possible.

• Community Testing Partner 
Program and Volunteer Test-
ing Partner Program: Free rapid 
antigen tests will continue to be 
offered as long as supplies are 
available by over 100 partner orga-
nizations enrolled in the program 
in more than 80 counties across 
Kansas. KDHE is working with 
state and federal bodies to secure 
funding to support this program 
through at least March 2022. Any 
changes to availability of testing 
supplies or the program will be 
communicated as clearly and early 
as possible.

• Local Health Departments: 
KDHE will continue to support 
Local Health Departments that 
offer free COVID-19 PCR tests 
to Kansans in their communities.

• K-12 schools: KDHE will con-
tinue to fund free testing for stu-
dents and staff at schools that are 
participating in the school testing 
program. Schools not currently 
enrolled in the school testing pro-
gram can contact Sarah Allin at 
sarah.allin@ks.gov.

• Long Term Care Facilities: 
Facilities have the option of re-
ceiving free surveillance testing 
through a national vendor and/
or to modify existing contracts 
with lab vendors to include billing 
insurance for diagnostic testing.

• Outbreaks: KDHE will con-
tinue to offer free testing in re-
sponse to outbreaks in a facility 
or organization.

In addition to KDHE free test-
ing sites, Kansans can receive free 
testing at pharmacies and retailers 
that are part of the federal Increas-
ing Community Access to Testing 
program. Other options for test-
ing that may require insurance 
include pharmacies, primary care 
provider clinics and FQHCs. In-
dividuals also can purchase over 
the counter antigen tests at many 
retail grocery stores and pharma-
cies across Kansas.

For additional information on 
updates to Kansas’ testing strategy 
or to find a free testing site, visit 
www.KnowBeforeYouGoKS.com.
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STATE OF KANSAS

COVID-19 booster shots available
Submitted

On Wednesday, Nov. 17, Gov-
ernor Laura Kelly and the Kansas 
Department of Health and En-
vironment (KDHE) announced 
all fully vaccinated Kansans over 
the age of 18 are now eligible for 
COVID-19 booster shots.

“The COVID-19 vaccine is free, 
safe, effective and the best way to 
keep our communities protected 
from this virus,” Governor Kelly 
said. “Expanding access to booster 
shots will help us put an end to 
this deadly pandemic. Whether 
you are considering your first shot 
or signing up for a booster, I urge 
everyone to get the facts and get 
vaccinated.”

All Kansans who meet the be-
low criteria are now eligible and 
encouraged to receive a booster 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine:

• The patient is at least 18 years 
old and has met the six-month 

time period following the pri-
mary vaccination series for the 
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine, or it 
has been at least two months since 
their Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

• The patient’s assessment of 
risk exposure may include, but 
is not limited to, those who work 
with the public or live with some-
one who works with the public, 
live or work with someone at high 
risk of severe impact of COVID, 
live in geographic areas that have 
been heavily impacted by COVID, 
reside in high transmission areas, 
live in congregate setting, experi-
ence social inequity or other risk 
conditions as assessed by the in-
dividual. Currently, there is a high 
risk of community transmission 
in all Kansas counties. Vaccine 
providers should allow patients 
to self-determine their risk of 
exposure.

“As we move into the winter 

months, Kansans will increasingly 
be indoors, putting themselves 
at greater risk of contracting the 
virus,” said Secretary Lee Nor-
man, M.D., Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment. “Al-
lowing Kansans to self-determine 
their risk of exposure to COV-
ID-19 ensures that every tool is 
available to protect themselves 
and reduce the possibility of a 
winter COVID-19 surge.”

Available data right now show 
that all three of the COVID-19 
vaccines approved or authorized 
in the United States continue to be 
highly effective in reducing risk of 
severe disease, hospitalization and 
death, even against the Delta vari-
ant. Vaccination remains the best 
way to protect yourself and reduce 
the spread of the virus and help 
prevent new variants from emerg-
ing. To find a COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic, visit www.Vaccines.gov.

COMMUNITY BLOOD CENTER

#JustMyType Challenge
Submitted

Community Blood Center 
(CBC) and The Dr. Oz Show today 
launched the #JustMyType Chal-
lenge with the goal of increasing 
blood donations by asking donors 
to invite someone to be their “plus 
one” as they donate together. 
There has been a chronic nation-
wide blood shortage throughout 
the pandemic and The Dr. Oz 
Show is helping CBC, a division of 
New York Blood Center Enterpris-
es, get the word out and encourage 
more people to donate blood. 

Before COVID-19, mobile blood 
drives hosted by high schools, 
colleges, businesses and other 
organizations made up about 70 
percent of the region’s incoming 
blood supply, but the number 
of blood drives has dropped by 
two-thirds this year due to the 
pandemic. Hospital needs are 
well above pre-pandemic levels 
while donations continue to lag 
behind and never reach the ideal 
level of five to seven days. CBC 
is in need of all blood types and 
encourages first time donors to 
sign up to make an appointment.

“Thank you to The Dr. Oz Show 
for your support. Donating blood 
can be an incredible way to unite 
communities and the #JustMy-
Type Challenge is just what we 
need to inspire donors to get more 
people to make a life-saving do-
nation,” said Patsy Shipley, Ex-
ecutive Director at Community 
Blood Center. “The holiday season 
is always a difficult time to get do-
nors into our centers as folks leave 
town and go on vacation, but we 
need to focus on what this time 
is about: giving. Make a donation 
today!”

Donating blood is safe and it 
only takes one hour. We are tak-
ing extra precautions to help pre-
vent the person-to-person spread 
of COVID-19. CBC staff are also 
practicing health self-assessments 
prior to presenting at work. As al-
ways, people are not eligible to do-
nate if they’re experiencing a cold, 
sore throat, respiratory infection 
or flu-like symptoms. Additional 
information on donor eligibility 
and COVID-19 precautions is 
available at https://savealifenow.
org/donate-blood/covid-19-and-
blood-donation/.

Donors can schedule appoint-
ments at https://donate.savealife-
now.org/donor/schedules/centers.

ABOUT COMMUNITY 
BLOOD CENTER OF 
GREATER KANSAS CITY 
(CBC)

Community Blood Center, 
now part of the NYBC family, 
serves hospitals in the Kansas 
City metropolitan area, as well 
as eastern Kansas and western 
Missouri. CBC provides nearly 
200,000 blood products per year 
to approximately 65 area hospi-
tals – and calls upon about 580 
donors each day to meet the need 
for a life-saving gift of blood. The 
blood center makes timely deliv-
eries of safe, high-quality prod-
ucts to meet transfusion needs, 
for routine care and emergencies. 
For more information, visit http://
www.savealifenow.org/.

ABOUT THE DR. OZ 
SHOW

Currently in its 13th season, the 
10-time Daytime Emmy® Award-
winning syndicated daily series 

The Dr. Oz Show is hosted by Dr. 
Mehmet Oz, accredited health 
expert, best-selling author, and 
world-renowned cardiac surgeon. 
The Dr. Oz Show is an informa-
tive hour that offers audiences the 
opportunity to learn about a wide 
range of health and wellness top-
ics. Tackling the balance of mind, 
body, and spirit, Dr. Oz calls on 
specialists from a variety of dis-
ciplines for expert advice on how 
viewers can be their best selves. 

Dr. Oz served as health expert 
on The Oprah Winfrey Show from 
2004 to 2009. Sharing advice with 
viewers to help them live their 
best life from the inside out. Dr. 
Oz has co-authored eight New 
York Times Best Sellers, includ-
ing “Food Can Fix It,” “YOU: The 
Owner’s Manual,” as well as the 
award-winning “Healing from the 
Heart.” He has a regular column 
in O, The Oprah Magazine.  

Dr. Oz is an Attending Phy-
sician at NY Presbyterian-Co-
lumbia Medical Center and per-
forms dozens of heart operations 
annually. His research interests 
include heart replacement sur-
gery, minimally invasive cardiac 
surgery, complementary medi-
cine and health care policy. He 
has authored over 400 original 
publications, book chapters, and 
medical books and has received 
several patents. 

Cleared in over 95 percent of 
the country, The Dr. Oz Show is 
produced by Zoco Productions 
and distributed by Sony Pictures 
Television. The Dr. Oz Show is ex-
ecutive produced by Amy Chiaro 
and co-executive produced by 
Stacy Rader and Laurie Rich. 

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Governor Kelly, KDHE ask Kansans  
to use antibiotics wisely

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly pro-

claimed Nov. 18–24 as Use An-
tibiotics Wisely Week in Kansas. 
The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) is 
asking health care providers and 
Kansans to use antibiotics wisely 
to help protect from the threat of 
growing resistance. This one-week 
observance led by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) promotes awareness of an-
tibiotic resistance (AR) and the 
importance of appropriate anti-
biotic prescribing and use across 
the United States.

“It will take everyone to do their 
part in ensuring the proper use 
of antibiotics,” said Secretary Lee 
Norman, M.D., Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment. 
“Utilizing antibiotics only when 
appropriate will help decrease the 
amount of antibiotic resistance 
infections across the state, further 
protecting all Kansans.”

Antibiotic awareness does not 
mean stopping the use of anti-
biotics; it means improving the 
way antibiotics are prescribed and 
used – when necessary and ap-
propriate.

Since the 1940s, antibiotics have 
been used to treat patients with 
bacterial infections, significantly 
reducing the number of related ill-

nesses and deaths. But now, more 
than 75 years later, antibiotics 
have been overused and misused 
to the point that the bacteria the 
antibiotics are designed to kill 
have adapted to them, making 
the drugs less effective, according 
to the CDC. In fact, some organ-
isms have become so resistant that 
there are almost no medications 
that can successfully treat the in-
fections.

The CDC finds that more 
than one-third of all antibiotics 
prescribed or otherwise used in 
the U. S. are either not needed 
or the antibiotic does not match 
the germ. Antibiotics are not ef-
fective for viruses, such as colds, 
most sore throats and many sinus 
infections.

Antibiotic resistance is an ongo-
ing major threat to public health, 
creating limitations on available 
treatments for bacterial infections 
and jeopardizing the ability of 
healthcare professionals to fight 
infectious diseases. Additionally, 
AR increases four-fold or more 
when antibiotics are misused 
for viral infections such as CO-
VID-19, giving this pandemic 
the potential to kill many more 
Kansans indirectly by driving an-
tibiotic resistant infections.

Each year, more than 2.8 mil-
lion people in the United States 

contract AR infections and more 
than 35,000 of those people die. 
Kansas is the eighth highest an-
tibiotic prescribing state with 
904 antibiotic prescriptions per 
1,000 population, and in the bot-
tom three states in the nation for 
implementing antibiotic steward-
ship programs in our healthcare 
facilities. Antibiotic stewardship 
(AS) is the effort to improve pre-
scription and use of antibiotics. 
It is critical that not only health 
care providers include AS in their 
practice, but also that all of us be-
come stewards of appropriate use.

Here are ways Kansans can 
help:

• Do not request that your doc-
tor prescribe antibiotics.

• Antibiotics may have side ef-
fects. When your doctor says you 
do not need an antibiotic, taking 
one may do more harm than good.

• Only take antibiotics that are 
prescribed for you and take the 
whole course as described. Do 
not share or use leftover antibi-
otics. Antibiotics treat specific 
types of infections. Taking the 
wrong medicine may delay cor-
rect treatment and allow bacteria 
to multiply.

To learn more about antibiotic 
resistance, visit www.UseAntibiot-
icsWisely.com.

Please write Santa a letter! Ask your 
parents to give it to us, and we will send a 

special package to The North Pole! 

Santa is waiting for these letters and        
has promised to send a hand-written reply 

to each child who writes a letter! 

Just for fun, all letters and photos             
also will be printed free of charge in        

The Sabetha Herald’s December 15th issue!

YOU CAN SEND A LETTER IF:
You are a child of any age! 

You live in or have a connection to the local area!

WHAT TO INCLUDE:
1. Child’s Letter

2. Child’s Photo (if desired)
3. Child’s Full Name

4. Child’s Age
5. Child’s Mailing Address for Return Letter

6. If submitting from outside the area, please include connection to 
local area (e.g., Sam Jones, grandson of Bill and Susie Jones of Sabetha)

HOW TO SUBMIT:
via Email to santa@sabethaherald.com 

via Mail to Santa’s Mailbox, PO Box 208, Sabetha, KS 66534 
via Santa’s Mailbox located inside Sabetha City Hall

OR to Santa at Window Opening!

DEADLINE:
All Letters must be received no later than 5 p.m. Friday, December 3rd.

Santa wants to 

Santa wants to 

receive a letter 

receive a letter 

from you! 
from you! 
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