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TRICK-OR-TREAT ON MAIN STREET

A fang-tastic night for                  
trick-or-treaters

This SWAT team member and clown make their way 
down Main Street during Trick-or-Treat on Main Street 
on Friday, October 29.       Heather Stewart | Herald

This little princess takes a peek at 
her candy during Trick-or-Treat on 
Main Street on Friday, October 29.

Heather Stewart | Herald

Bamm-Bamm reaches into this treat box 
during Trick-or-Treat on Main Street on Friday, 
October 29.     Heather Stewart | Herald

Wonder Woman grabs a treat from Waldo during Trick-or-Treat on 
Main Street on Friday, October 29. Heather Stewart | Herald

These M&Ms and this gumball machine make their way down Sabetha’s 
Main Street on Friday, October 29.          Heather Stewart | Herald

KANSAS LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTER

New officers graduate
SUBMITTED

Twenty-four new law enforce-
ment officers graduated from the 
Kansas Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center (KLETC) on Friday, 
Oct. 22, at a ceremony in KLETC’s 
Integrity Auditorium.

Officer Justin Atchison of the 
Wellsville Police Department was 
the graduating class president. 
The speaker for the ceremony was 
Jeff Hooper, chief of police for the 
Hutchinson Police Department. 
James Buettgenbach, KLETC se-
nior instructor of police, was the 
class coordinator for the 284th 
Basic Training Class.

Deputy Francisco Guerrero of 
the Meade County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice was honored with KLETC’s 
Fitness Award. Officer Justin 
Dutcher of the Sac & Fox Tribal 
Police Department also was recog-
nized during the ceremony for his 
firearms proficiency as the class 
“Top Shot.”

Graduates receive certificates of 
course completion from KLETC 
and Kansas law enforcement cer-
tification from the Kansas Com-
mission on Peace Officers’ Stan-
dards and Training, the state’s law 
enforcement licensing authority. 
The training course fulfills the 
state requirement for law enforce-
ment training. Classroom lectures 
and hands-on applications help 
train officers to solve the increas-
ingly complex problems they face 
in the line of duty.

The graduates, who began their 
training in July 2021, represented 
19 municipal, county and state law 
enforcement agencies from across 
Kansas. Graduates are Justin 
Dutcher, Sac & Fox Tribal Police 
Department; Neil Kline, Ando-
ver Police Department; James 
Nelson, Andover Police Depart-
ment; Barbara Altier-Riera, El 
Dorado Police Department; Saul 
Farfan-Ulloa, Columbus Police 
Department; Alliccia Breeze, 

Coffey County Sheriff ’s Office; 
Seirra Roberts, Arma Police De-
partment; John Matthews, Eudora 
Police Department; Erin Lokke, 
Hays Police Department; Crystal 
Lopez, Finney County Sheriff ’s 
Office; Edwardo Valdez, Garden 
City Police Department; Randy 
Cole, Garden City Police Depart-
ment; Jacob Erickson, Garden City 
Police Department; Justin Atchi-
son, Wellsville Police Depart-
ment; Maverick Ohlde, Prairie 
Band Potawatomi Tribal Police; 
Collin Brozek, Lyon County Sher-
iff ’s Office; Francisco Guerrero, 
Meade County Sheriff ’s Office; 
Dennis Zoglmann, Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks; 
Dalton Leonard, Hutchinson Po-
lice Department; Stephen Jackson, 
Hutchinson Police Department; 
Jennifer Pepe, Riley County Po-
lice Department; Gage Whitmore, 
Riley County Police Department; 
Liam Kieft, WaKeeney Police 
Department; and Louis Cottrell-

D’Esposito, Wilson County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

ABOUT KLETC
Established by the Kansas Leg-

islature in 1968, KLETC trains the 
majority of municipal, county and 
state law enforcement officers in 
Kansas and oversees the training 
of the remaining officers at seven 
authorized and certified academy 
programs operated by local law 
enforcement agencies and the 
Kansas Highway Patrol.

About 300 officers enroll an-
nually in KLETC 14-week basic 
training programs. KLETC offers 
continuing education and special-
ized training to over 10,000 Kan-
sas officers each year. KLETC is 
located one mile west and one mile 
south of Yoder, near Hutchinson, 
and is a division of the University 
of Kansas Lifelong & Professional 
Education.

UNMC

Handle grain 
properly

SUBMITTED

Working with any kind of grain – especially when 
it’s stored in a bin – poses life-threatening hazards. 
Understanding those hazards and knowing how to 
protect yourself from harm helps prevent serious 
injury or death.

Bob Aherin, Ph.D. and Professor Emeritus, Uni-
versity of Illinois, Agricultural Safety and Health 
Program and AgrAbility Unlimited Program, says 
becoming trapped in flowing grain is one of the most 
hazardous aspects of grain handling.

“Getting caught in a grain auger as you move grain 
from a wagon to the bin or becoming entangled in a 
sweep auger on a bin floor are also involved in grain 
handling incidents,” Aherin said. “Lack of adequate 
guards on augers and failing to cut power to the 
sweep auger when you’re inside the bin can lead to 
these kinds of accidents.”

Flowing grain produces dust, which includes mold 
spores and other organic particles that can trigger 
allergic reactions when they’re inhaled. Potentially, 
inhaling this type of dust, whether it happens on a 
regular basis or over a long period of time, can lead to 
permanent lung damage and/or chronic lung disease.

“Toxic dust particles can be less than one micron 
(one one-thousandth of a millimeter) in size,” Aherin 
said. “You won’t even see it. That’s why it’s critical 
to use appropriate respirators when working with 
grain.”

During harvest season, the number of grain bin 
deaths tends to increase. Aherin says understanding 
the hazards and taking every precaution to avoid 
grain handling incidents are a life-and-death matter.

“One of the main issues related to grain entrap-
ment occurs when the grain in the bin is out of condi-
tions and it’s bridged inside the bin,” Aherin said. “A 
small percentage of farms have a grain storage system 
that features tools to break up the grain without 
entering the bin. But anytime a person enters a bin 
when the auger is running in an attempt to break up 
the grain, the risk of serious injury or death is high.”

No one should ever enter a grain bin without hav-
ing completed the following safety steps:

1. De-energize and disconnect, lockout and tag, 
or block off all mechanical, electrical, hydraulic 
and pneumatic equipment, especially grain-moving 
equipment in the bin.

2. Do not empty or fill the bin while someone is 
inside it.

3. Put on a full-body safety harness.
4. Have a secure attachment to a lifeline that is po-

sitioned and of sufficient length to prevent a worker 
from sinking further than waist-deep in grain.

5. Have an observer outside the bin who is prepared 
to call for emergency help if necessary.

6. Ensure that communication between the person 
inside the bin and the observer is maintained.

7. Prior to entering the bin, test the oxygen content 
and the presence of hazardous gas.

8. Resolve any atmospheric conditions before en-
tering the bin.

Anyone caught in a flow of grain has between two 
and four seconds before they are entrapped up to 
their knees. The pressure of the grain against a body 
is so great that it’s impossible to pull yourself out of it. 

“About 60 percent of the time, people entrapped in 
grain do not survive,” Aherin said. “For one thing, 
in summer months, temperatures inside a bin can be 
120 to 130 degrees. Even if you’re in the best of health, 
the stress on your body from this kind of trauma is 
intense. It’s common for farmers to be overweight, 
some have heart conditions. Just the pressure of the 
grain against your body and the chest cavity greatly 
increase the risk of death in these circumstances.”

Aherin explains that working below the line of 
grain on the side of a bin is extremely dangerous 
because there’s no way to know if the grain is bridged 
or if there’s a gap in it. Even if grain seems to be 
caked on top and forming a hard surface, it’s never 
safe to walk across it.

“Never enter a grain bin unless it’s an absolute 
necessity,” Aherin said. “Follow every possible safety 
precaution to avoid a tragedy.”

Aherin recommends following safety procedures 
outlined by the Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA) for removing small amounts 
of grain from a bin. Sweep augers and grain augers 
present their own kinds of life-threatening hazards.

“Keeping augers shut down while you’re inside the 
bin is the safest way to work,” Aherin said. “Don’t 
attempt to empty a bin unless an observer is standing 
by to summon help in an emergency. And maintain 
communication with them during the entire time 
you’re in the bin.”

Aherin notes that, just because taking shortcuts 
with handling grain results in escaping an accident or 
injury once or twice, reinforcing any risky behavior 
is just practicing for disaster.

“Data documented by the grain storage industry 
indicate that farmers are storing grain for longer 
periods of time in large bins,” Aherin said. “Grain 
production in the U.S. has doubled over the last 
20 years. All these data indicate that farmers are 
experiencing enhanced exposure to grain storage. 
Reduce your chance of injury or death by eliminat-
ing any unnecessary risk related to entering a grain 
bin. Understand what your risks are and know the 
appropriate way to deal with them. Work safely.”
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Pesky 
pantry pests

Pantry pests can invade 
food storage spaces and 
cause havoc. Many of 

these pests enjoy grain-based 
products. Here are the common 
insects seen in home pantries:

• Booklice (Psocids) — found in 
stored cereals and grains.

• Carpet Beetles — found in 
cereals, flours and baking mixes.

• Cigarette Beetles — found in 
dried herbs, spices, cereals, flours, 
dried fruits, seeds, dried dish and 
meats.

• Clothes Moths — found in 
some beverages.

• Drugstore Beetle — found in 
pet food, seeds, flours, mixes and 
spices. It is said they “eat anything 
except cast iron.”

• Flour Beetle — any grain 
product, flour, kernel or cereal.

• Indian Meal Moth — found in 
cereals, stored grains, dried fruits, 
chocolate and nuts.

• Saw-Toothed Grain Beetle — 
found in foods of vegetable ori-
gin, grain products, nuts, candies, 
dried milk and dried fruits.

Preventing Pantry Pests
Keeping storage areas clean 

and dry are the first line of de-
fense against pests invading your 
food. Periodically clean storage 
areas to remove spilled food and 
damaged packages of food. A 
vacuum cleaner can easily remove 
spills from cracks and crevices. 
Eliminate hiding places by seal-
ing cracks and crevices with putty 
or caulk.

If packages are damaged, in-
spect for insect presence or 
damage. If the food is still good, 
re-package in a sealable, sturdy 
container. Cold-treat flours, cake 
mixes and spices at 0 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 3-7 days, making 
sure that the cold penetrates the 
materials. Heat-treat beans, nuts 
and whole grains by spreading 
them in a shallow pan and placing 
them in a 150 degrees Fahrenheit 
oven for 15-20 minutes.

Fall anhydrous ammonia applications

Corn fertility programs 
for 2022 have been shap-
ing up to be a challenge 

all fall. With an inch and a half 
(give or take) of moisture received 
across much of the area over the 
last week, our fall application win-
dow shrunk just a little further. 
Anhydrous ammonia has long 
been a popular Nitrogen (N) op-
tion for area producers. When 
priced in comparison to other 
N sources, it will likely stay that 
way, even as increased fertility 
costs across the board require us 
to make sure we are making ap-
plications as efficient as possible. 
The following are three “tips” to 
ensure you do so:

• Start by understanding the 
role of temperature in the ap-
plication process. Fifty-degree 
Fahrenheit soil temperatures (at 
a four-inch depth) are the general 
recommendation when it comes to 
“opening” the fall application win-
dow. The reason: ammonia – a N 
form with less potential for loss in 
soils – converts to nitrate (greater 
loss potential) whenever temper-
atures are above freezing, with 

the conversion 
rate decreas-
ing when tem-
peratures drop 
consi s tent ly 
below 50 de-
grees Fahren-
heit. Addition-
ally, be sure soil 
temperatures 
are not only below the 50-degree 
threshold, but trending downward 
to best maintain anhydrous in the 
ammonia form. A great resource 
for soil temperatures can be found 
at: https://mesonet.k-state.edu/ag-
riculture/soiltemp/.

Second, consider a nitrification 
inhibitor. There are a number 
available, all designed to slow the 
microorganism activity that con-
verts ammonia to nitrate-N, to re-
duce fall applied anhydrous losses. 
They won’t last indefinitely, and 
length of effectiveness can vary 
with soil temperature. If condi-
tions for N loss aren’t favorable, 
you may see no benefit to them at 
all, but they do deserve a second 
look if you are applying it to con-
ditions where N loss could occur.

When you’re 
finally ready to 
run, be sure you 
are getting a 
good seal of the 
application slot. 
If you can smell 
ammonia, N is 
being lost.  It’s 
difficult to tell 

how much might be being lost, 
but the longer you can still smell 
ammonia in the field, the greater 
the potential for loss.

For more fall application in-
formation, check out our KSU 
Agronomy eUpdate at: https://
eupdate.agronomy.ksu.edu/ar-
ticle_new/considerations-for-fall-
applications-of-anhydrous-ammo-
nia-467-1.

Cool Season Turfgrass 
Nitrogen Applications
November is here and that 

means time for the last nitrogen 
application of the season for our 
cool season turfgrass stands. Grass 
growth has obviously slowed, but 
photosynthesis has not. November 
applications increase the rate of 

photosynthesis, increasing en-
ergy storage in crowns and roots 
that can help with earlier spring 
green up. In addition, fall ap-
plications enhance root growth 
over the excessive shoot growth 
often seen with early spring ap-
plications while improving winter 
hardiness, root growth and even 
shoot density. 

Plan to apply a pound to a 
pound and a half of actual nitro-
gen (urea or ammonium sulfate 
sources are good options) per 
1,000 square feet of lawn area. If 
a soil test warrants it, fall is a great 
time for phosphorous applications 
as well.

If application calculations are 
giving you fits, we can help guide 
you through calculations to aid 
in economical and environmen-
tally friendly applications. For 
a helpful video, go to: https://
kansashealthyyards.org/compo-
nent/allvideoshare/video/fertilize-
for-a-healthy-lawn?Itemid=101 
and check out the many Kansas 
Healthy Yards program resources. 

Fall colors of trees

Part of the allure of fall 
foliage is color variation. 
There are trees that turn 

red, purple, yellow, orange and 
brown.

Specific plant pigments deter-
mine individual colors. Foliage 
derives its normal green color 
from chlorophyll, the substance 
that captures the energy of the 
sun. Other pigments produce 
fall colors. Reds and purples are 
caused by anthocyanins, yellows 
by xanthophylls, and oranges by 
a combination of carotenes and 
xanthophylls. Browns are the re-
sult of tannins present in the leaf.

Most of these substances are 
present throughout the growing 
season but are masked by the 
green color produced by chloro-
phyll. Anthocyanins are the ex-
ception and are produced after the 
chlorophyll is destroyed in the fall.

If you have ever seen pictures 
of New England in the fall, you 
have probably wondered why trees 
in Kansas usually do not color as 
well. This difference is partly be-
cause of the tree species prevalent 
in New England. Certain oaks and 
maples naturally produce good 
color. Coloring also is influenced 
by the weather.

Warm, sunny days and cool 
nights are ideal for good color. 
The sunny days encourage pho-
tosynthesis and, thus, sugar ac-
cumulation in the leaves. As fall 
progresses, each leaf develops 
an abscission layer at the base 
of the petiole, or leaf stem, that 
prevents these sugars from being 
transported down the trunk to the 
roots for storage. This high sugar 
content in the leaves produces 
more intense colors. Cloudy days 
and warm nights prevent some 
of the sugar accumulation in the 
leaves and results in less vibrant 
colors.

Weather during other parts of 
the growing season also can have 
an effect. Heavy rains in the early 
spring or hot, dry weather during 
the summer can both have a del-
eterious effect on fall color.

The length of time a tree main-

tains fall color also depends on 
weather. Reds, yellows and or-
anges are short-lived when trees 
undergo frosts and freezes.

Perennial Garden     
Clean-up

Fall is traditionally a time for 
cleaning up gardens. Normally, 
we recommend clear-cutting 
dead stems to help control in-
sect and disease problems. With 
herbaceous perennials that have 
been pest free, you might want to 
consider leaving some to provide 
structure, form and color to the 
winter garden.

For example, ornamental grass-
es can be attractive even during 
the winter months. But those 
near structures should be cut to 
the ground because they can be 
a fire hazard. Perennials with ev-
ergreen or semi-evergreen foliage 
can provide color. Of course, some 
perennials are naturally messy af-
ter dormancy and should be cut 
back in the fall.

Foliage can be left for other rea-
sons. For example, foliage left on 
marginally hardy plants such as 
tender ferns helps ensure overwin-
tering of plant crowns. Also, seed 
heads on some perennial plants 
can provide seed for birds.

When selecting holiday toys,               
is simpler better?

As the number of weeks to 
Christmas slowly creeps 
into the single digits, 

many parents are already getting 
a pretty good idea of this year’s 
hottest toys. Children may be ask-
ing for the flashiest and bright-
est – and by association, often the 
most expensive toys, but K-State 
Research and Extension child 
development specialist Bradford 
Wiles says those may not always 
be the best choice for their long-
term growth.

“The thing about toys is they 
are a means for learning,” Wiles 
said. “As young children, we need 
to manipulate things and figure 
out how things work, which are 
all concepts that many of us take 
for granted. We need to feel the 
friction and pliability of toys, be 
able to bend and even break or lose 
toys to learn what disappointment 
feels like.”

“The idea is that children use 
toys to further their cognitive de-
velopment, to understand more 
about their world through these 

things that are accessible enough 
for them to manipulate. The hot-
test toys of the season might help 
accomplish those developmental 
goals, but simpler, less expensive 
options are also good choices,” 
Wiles said.

“One thing I like about the very 
simple toys is that they encourage 
imaginative play, whereas when 
you have the toys with the imag-
inary components already built 
in – siren, jet noises, car noises 
– what you find is that children 
aren’t making those noises on 
their own. They are letting the 
toy do it, Wiles said.

“Part of learning and develop-
ing our minds is attempting to 

make these noises, attempting to 
understand how to mimic noises 
and learning how our vocal chords 
work and our mouths work. There 
comes a point when we start to de-
prive children of experiences that 
we know are beneficial because we 
are over-compensating for that 
with the gifts we are giving.”

To illustrate his point, Wiles 
pointed to a simple kitchen toy set, 
which allows the child to imitate 
what the adults are doing in the 
family kitchen.

“It’s a way for children to do 
some observational learning and 
apply it using a model of some-
thing that exists in the real world,” 
Wiles said.

Regardless of the toy given, 
Wiles said, “There is no substi-
tute for human, facial interaction.”

“If you want toys to help your 
child meet their potential, play 
with them,” Wiles said. “Talk 
about what you’re doing with 
them; engage with them. Toys, 
like books, are a means to en-
gagement.”
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