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MARSHALL COUNTY ARTS COOPERATIVE

‘Christmas in Killarney’ features 
Irish dance, Christmas classics

SUBMITTED

Traditional Christmas classics and world-
class Irish dancing are at the heart of “Christ-
mas In Killarney: An Irish Christmas Celebra-
tion” to be performed at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 1, in the Marysville High School audi-
torium.

The performance is sponsored by the Mar-
shall County Arts Cooperative. There are no 
advance tickets; rather, admission will be by 
freewill donation. People will be seated on 
a first come, first served basis. Doors to the 
auditorium will open at 6:30 p.m.

Set in Killarney, Ireland in the late 1920s, 
“Christmas In Killarney” shows what it means 
to celebrate Christmas the Irish way, where 
many of our Christmas traditions originated.

The show was created by Scott Doherty, the 
2009 World Champion of Irish Dance, and 
Chris Smith, worldwide touring Irish mu-

sician. Doherty and Smith are co-executive 
directors of Colony Point Creative, the show’s 
producing organization based out of Toano, 
Va.

“The whole show originated from the idea 
of fusing together Christmas music with Irish 
music,” Smith said. “As I did more and more 
research, I found a lot of similarities between 
the two genres and many ways we could fuse 
the two together.”

The show combines the excitement of Irish 
dance with the harmonies of Christmas songs.

“We discovered many traditions we still do 
today stem from Ireland such as hanging a 
wreath on the door, the use of holly and ivy in 
wreaths, and placing candles in the windows,” 
Smith said.

Once the research was complete, the duo 
developed the show’s theme and through line 

– the elements that connect the story and de-
scribe the ways the characters are brought 
together.

“The other important aspects of the show 
are love and family,” Smith said. “Driving this 
show with love, family, and tradition helped us 
to guide the performance in a family-friendly 
way that touches on what we feel matters most. 
Adding in live dance and music is the icing 
on the cake to tie this beautiful production 
together.”

The show features eight dancers, four sing-
ers, and four musicians; they tour with a crew 
of five who oversee the show’s technical as-
pects. The group’s stop in Marshall County is 
part of a thirteen state tour starting in Colo-
rado, Nov. 27, and ending in Virginia, Dec. 22.

For more information, call or text the arts 
cooperative at 785-859-4260.

KDOT

Staffing shortages 
could impact KDOT 
winter operations

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) is com-
mitted to keeping the highways cleared whenever inclement 
weather impacts the state.

In line with workforce shortages across the nation, KDOT 
does not have enough equipment operators – the agency’s 
primary snowplow operators – in a number of areas across 
Kansas. These shortages create the potential for highways to 
not be cleared of snow and ice as quickly as in the past.

The agency has dealt with reduced staffing in the past, but 
the shortages are greater this year. KDOT is about 30 percent 
short of snowplow operators needed to be fully staffed in of-
fices across the state.

“KDOT is facing significant staffing shortages in some 
areas and will work proactively to clear Kansas highways by 
shifting crews to affected areas and pretreating highways and 
bridges whenever possible,” said Secretary Julie Lorenz. “Our 
snowplow operators work 12-hour shifts and do their best to 
keep the roads open and the public moving.”

To help address the shortage, the agency will deploy all 
employees who have a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) to 
plow snow and hire seasonal employees. For people interested 
in working at KDOT, go to the state’s employment website 
at http://jobs.ks.gov/. KDOT will assist selected applicants in 
obtaining a CDL upon hiring, including paying for training.

“We want motorists to understand why it could take longer 
this season to clear highways during storms,” said Secretary 
Lorenz. “Knowing this allows motorists to plan ahead, alter 
or even delay travel plans, which in turn helps them stay safe.”

Before traveling, motorists can check www.KanDrive.org, 
KDOT’s road/weather condition website. It is updated 24/7 for 
highway conditions, overall weather information, short-term 
closures and general alerts.

SALES TAX

Governor Kelly 
announces        
“Axe the Food 
Tax” plan

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly announced Monday, Nov. 8, that 
she will be introducing a bill in the Kansas Legislature to 
“Axe the Food Tax,” and eliminate the state sales tax on 
food in Kansas.

“I’m pleased to introduce a plan that will “Axe the Food 
Tax” and end the state sales tax on food,” Governor Kelly 
said. “For too long, Kansans have been paying more for 
groceries than people in almost every other state. This leg-
islation will save the average Kansas family $500 dollars 
or more a year on their grocery bill; and thanks to the fis-
cally responsible decisions we made before and during the 
pandemic, we can cut the food sales tax and keep Kansas’ 
budget intact.

“This tax cut will put money back in Kansans’ pockets 
and create real savings for those who need it most.”

Kansas is one of seven states in the nation that fully taxes 
groceries. Kansas’ food sales tax rate is 6.5 percent, the 
second-highest rate in the country. Under Governor Kelly’s 
proposed bill, a Kansas family of four will save an average 
of $500 or more on their grocery bill every year.

The bill is possible thanks to the Kelly administration’s 
commitment to fiscally responsible budget practices over 
the past three years, causing Kansas’ revenues to come in 
ahead of estimates, every month, for over a year.

“This bill will not only support our families, but also our 
many hardworking businesses by keeping Kansans from 
going across the border to buy their groceries,” Lieutenant 
Governor and Commerce Secretary David Toland said. “Un-
der Governor Kelly’s leadership, Kansas is riding a record-
breaking upward trajectory in economic development. This 
announcement will continue that momentum, building a 
stronger economy for Kansans now and into the future.”  

“With record investment and an ever-strengthening 
economy, our state is in a prime position to create more 
opportunity for a better future for Kansas families,” Senate 
Democratic Leader Dinah Sykes said. “Without exception, 
this opportunity is hindered by the alarmingly high tax on 
food sales. Eliminating this regressive tax will reduce food 
insecurity and improve health outcomes for children, all 
while providing families further financial flexibility to save 
for a home, education, and emergencies. We have the means 
to provide direct relief to all Kansans in every corner of the 
state, and Senate Democrats are prepared to fight alongside 
Governor Kelly to get this done, once and for all.”

“Taxing a family’s grocery bill is one of the most wide-
spread and unfair things a state can ask of its residents – a 
fact that’s been recognized since the tax on food was first put 
in place in the 1930s. And yet it’s a tax that is paid by every 
person in Kansas,” House Democratic Leader Tom Sawyer 
said. “Over the years, the tax on food has been increased 
10 times – from an initial two percent to 6.5 percent today. 
Throughout that time, there has been much talk about 
the unfairness of this tax, but until now, it’s been all talk. 
Thanks to Governor Kelly’s fiscal responsibility, the Kansas 
economy is booming, and Kansans will finally get the tax 
relief they deserve.”

The Governor’s bill will be introduced during the 2022 
Legislative session. During Monday’s announcement, Gov-
ernor Kelly called on lawmakers on both sides of the aisle 
to get a clean bill through the legislature and onto her desk 
as quickly as possible.

SEEKING NOMINEES

Nebraska Leopold Conservation Award            
seeks nominees

SUBMITTED

Know a Nebraska rancher, farmer or for-
estland owner who goes above and beyond in 
the stewardship of natural resources? Nomi-
nate them for the 2022 Nebraska Leopold 
Conservation Award®.

Sand County Foundation and national 
sponsor American Farmland Trust present 
the Leopold Conservation Award to private 
landowners in 23 states for extraordinary 
achievement in voluntary conservation. In 
Nebraska, the $10,000 award is presented 
with Alliance for the Future of Agriculture in 
Nebraska (AFAN), Cargill and the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust.

Given in honor of renowned conserva-
tionist Aldo Leopold, the award recognizes 
landowners who inspire others with their 
dedication to land, water and wildlife habitat 
management on private, working land. In 
his influential 1949 book, “A Sand County 
Almanac,” Leopold called for an ethical re-
lationship between people and the land they 
own and manage.

Nominations may be submitted on behalf 
of a landowner, or landowners may nominate 
themselves. The application can be found at 
www.sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA.

The application deadline is March 1, 2022. 
Applications can be emailed to mindyr@a-
fan.org or postmarked by March 1, and 
mailed to: Leopold Conservation Award, 
c/o AFAN, 5225 S. 16th Street, Lincoln, NE 
68512.

Selected recipients must be available for an 
Earth Day press conference, summer video 
production and fall award ceremony.

The first Nebraska Leopold Conservation 
Award was presented to Wilson Ranch of 
Lakeside in 2006. The 2021 recipient of the 
award was Switzer Ranch of Loup County. To 
see a full list of award recipients visit www.
sandcountyfoundation.org/Nebraska.

The Leopold Conservation Award Pro-
gram in Nebraska is made possible thanks 
to the generous support of American Farm-
land Trust, Cargill, AFAN, Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust, Sand County Foundation, 
Farm Credit Services of America, Audubon 

Nebraska, Lyle Sittler Memorial Fund, Mc-
Donald’s, Nebraska Department of Agricul-
ture, Nebraska Game and Parks, Nebraska 
Land Trust, Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, 
Sandhills Task Force, Tri-State Generation 
& Transmission Association, USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service, World Wildlife Fund-
Northern Great Plains and Green Cover Seed.

LEOPOLD CONSERVATION 
AWARD PROGRAM

The Leopold Conservation Award is a 
competitive award that recognizes landowner 
achievement in voluntary conservation. Sand 
County Foundation presents the award in 
California, Colorado, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, 
Texas, Utah, Wisconsin and in New England 
(Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont). 
www.leopoldconservationaward.org

SAND COUNTY FOUNDATION
Sand County Foundation inspires and em-

powers a growing number of private land-
owners to ethically manage natural resources 
in their care, so future generations have clean 
and abundant water, healthy soil to support 
agriculture and forestry, plentiful habitat 
for wildlife and opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. www.sandcountyfoundation.org

AMERICAN FARMLAND TRUST
American Farmland Trust is the only na-

tional organization that takes a holistic ap-
proach to agriculture, focusing on the land 
itself, the agricultural practices used on that 
land, and the farmers and ranchers who do 
the work. AFT launched the conservation 
agriculture movement and continues to raise 
public awareness through its No Farms, No 
Food message. Since its founding in 1980, 
AFT has helped permanently protect over 6.5 
million acres of agricultural lands, advanced 
environmentally sound farming practices on 
millions of additional acres, and supported 

thousands of farm families. www.farmland.
org

ALLIANCE FOR THE FUTURE OF 
AGRICULTURE IN NEBRASKA

AFAN was formed in 2005 by the leading 
agricultural organizations in Nebraska with 
a focus on growing the livestock industry in 
Nebraska. Livestock is a sustainable way to 
add value to Nebraska crops and supports 
economic growth in rural Nebraska. AFAN 
works directly with producers to help them 
through the livestock decision making pro-
cess, with county officials to effectively place 
livestock facilities, and with state and local 
economic development teams to recruit new 
processing facilities to further add value to 
Nebraska’s agricultural products and ener-
gize the rural economy. https://becomeafan.
org/

CARGILL
Cargill provides food, agriculture, finan-

cial and industrial products and services to 
the world. Together with farmers, custom-
ers, governments and communities, we help 
people thrive by applying our insights and 
150 years of experience. We have 149,000 
employees in 70 countries who are commit-
ted to feeding the world in a responsible way, 
reducing environmental impact and improv-
ing the communities where we live and work. 
We are passionate about our goal to be the 
global leader in nourishing people and op-
erating responsibly across the agricultural, 
food, industrial and financial markets we 
serve. https://www.cargill.com/

NEBRASKA ENVIRONMENTAL 
TRUST

The Nebraska Environmental Trust was 
established in 1992 to conserve, enhance and 
restore the natural environments of Nebras-
ka. It was created on the conviction that a 
prosperous future is dependent upon a sound 
natural environment and that Nebraskans 
could collectively achieve real progress on 
real environmental issues if seed money were 
provided. http://www.environmentaltrust.org/



If it matters to you... It matters to us.
We have been ser ving Sabetha and the surrounding area since 18 76. T he Sabetha Republican                                                     

was established in 18 76, and T he Sabetha Herald was established in 188 4. T he two consolidated in 1893.

w w w.s abe t haher ald.com 
s abe t haher ald@ s abe t haher ald.c om

ne w s @ s abe t haher ald.c om
ad ver t i s ing @ s abe t haher ald.c om

r ecipe s @ s abe t haher ald.c om

T I M  K E L L E N B E R G E R
O w ner&P ublisher, Editor- in - Chie f

timm y@s abe thaher ald .c om

SH
1879

10 24 Main Street
P.O. Box 2 08

S abetha, KS  66 5 3 4
P hone: ( 785 ) 2 8 4 - 3 300

Toll Free: (866) 5 0 2- 3 300
Fax: ( 785 ) 2 8 4 -2 3 2 0

E R I N  H E R R M A N N
C o - Editor

er in@s abe thaher ald .c om

H E AT H E R  S T E WA R T
C o - Editor

he ather @s abe thaher ald .c om

Addi t ional St a f f Member s :
A nnie De ter s , S peci al S upplemen t s De s ig ner

P e te S chue t z , Con t r ibu t ing Wr i ter
P a t t y L ocher, Con t r ibu t ing Wr i ter

J U L I E  S H A F E R
Repor ter

julie@s abe thaher ald .c om

November 10, 2021 | The Sabetha Herald | sabethaherald.com2

opinion

Phosphorous decisions

Nitrogen gets most of 
the attention – with 
good reason – but all 

nutrients play 
a role in how 
wel l a crop 
will respond 
to our fertility 
management. 
As ferti l izer 
input prices 
reach heights 
we haven’t seen 
in a while, it 
might be time to take a look at 
exactly what your crop needs – or 
doesn’t – as decisions are made for 
the 2022 cropping year. Phospho-
rous (P) is one example.

In plants, P is involved in respi-
ration and energy transfer as well 
as cell division and function. In 
short, without an adequate sup-
ply of P, plant growth is dimin-
ished, maturity delayed and yield 
reduced – none of which are posi-
tive for production.

On the other hand, over appli-
cation of P can cause problems 
from a water quality standpoint. 
This environmental consider-
ation, not to mention the eco-
nomic implications associated 
with over application, should give 
us pause to reflect on whether we 
need to continue to apply phos-
phorous fertilizer or not.

The decision on applying fer-
tilizer is best guided by a soil 
test. Only when you have a solid 
number can you start to make 
solid decisions. If your soil test 
comes back below five parts per 
million (not uncommon in for-
age stands), the probability of a 
response to fertilizer will likely 
be high (greater than 85 percent 
for corn) and the magnitude of 
that response will be high as well. 
On the other end of the spectrum, 
soil tests approaching 20 parts per 
million will have a lower response 
probability (only 10 percent in 
corn) with the level of response 
lower as well.

From an economics standpoint, 
knowing soil test P levels can help 
you start to make decisions on 
whether you can potentially take 
a year off or if doing so will only 
get you that much more behind. 
Like it or not, there are times 

when taking a year off might 
make some short term economic 
gains, but can lead to larger issues 

down the road 
(broomsedge 
bluestem infes-
tations in pas-
ture are a prime 
example).

Don’t have a 
recent soil test? 
Now is a great 
time to get one. 
Just be sure 

you are doing so to get an accu-
rate number (don’t pick the best 
areas of the field, make sure you 
get at least 15 cores per sample, 
etc.). Need assistance? Give us a 
shout and we’ll discuss a program 
for you.

Tree Leaf Management
They held on awhile, but leaf 

fall has begun. To rake or not to 
rake, that is the question.

A scattering of leaves won’t hurt 
the lawn. It’s not until sunlight is 
prevented from reaching turf that 
we worry, as energy needed to help 
carry the plant through winter is 
reduced.

Do you just bag them? Maybe. 
Maybe you want to consider com-
posting them instead. Compos-
ted leaves are often ready by next 
spring to be used in vegetable and 
flower gardens.

Don’t want to take that time? 
Incorporate directly instead. Use 
a lawn mower with a bagging at-
tachment to collect leaves. Apply 
chopped up leaves in a two to 
three-inch layer on the soil sur-
face and till in, repeating every 
couple of weeks until you run out 
of leaves or soils become too wet.

If you want to leave them on 
the turf surface, mow them. A 
mulching mower works best, but 
even a good side discharge mower 
can be effective. Mow while you 
can still see blades of turf through 
the leaves. It’s simple and effec-
tive, with five years of research 
at Michigan State confirming no 
long term effects from as much 
as one pound of leaves per square 
yard of lawn — one pound is equal 
to approximately six inches of 
leaves piled on the grass.

For easy fall leaf management, 
don’t put the mower away just yet.

Care, handling of deer from field to table

The thrill of the hunt can 
continue at the dinner 
table if the game isn’t 

handled properly along the way. 
Game meats are excellent sources 
of protein and similar in compo-
sition to domestic animal meats. 
Calorie and fat contents vary with 
the age and species of the animal.

Be prepared for the hunt. Re-
member to bring a sharp hunting 
knife, a small hatchet, a whetstone 
or steel, about 12-feet of light 
rope or nylon cord, plastic bags 
and clean cloths or paper towels. 
Other essentials include proper 
clothing, binoculars, fresh water, 
a compass, a map and matches. In 
warm weather you may want to 
bring ground pepper and cheese-
cloth. Sprinkle the carcass with 
pepper and cover with cheesecloth 
to repel flies. Abide by game regu-
lations for hunting, transporting 
and storing game.

Bleed, field dress and cool the 
carcass promptly. Improper tem-
perature is meat’s worst enemy. 
The surface of the carcass may be 
contaminated with bacteria that 
can spoil the meat unless growth 
is stopped by chilling. Clean your 
hunting knife often with clean 
water and a cloth to prevent con-
tamination of the meat. 

Cool the animal quickly. Cool 
the carcass by propping the chest 
open with a clean stick and al-
lowing air to circulate. Filling the 
cavity with bags of ice will also 
enhance cooling. To aid cooling 

in warm weather, the deer may 
be skinned if you have provisions 
to keep the carcass clean. Use 
ground pepper 
and cheese-
cloth to protect 
the sk inned 
carcass from 
contamination 
by flies. In cool 
weather (28 de-
grees to 35 de-
grees Fahren-
heit), wrap the 
carcass or quarters in a sheet and 
hang to chill in a ventilated shed. 
Do not allow the carcass to freeze. 
Freez ing may toughen the meat.

Wear plastic surgical gloves 
during field dressing.

1. Place the animal on its back 
with the front end elevated and 
spread the hind legs. Support the 
carcass in position by placing 
rocks or sticks on each side.

2. Cut along the midline of 
the belly from the breast bone to 
the anus. Avoid cutting into the 
paunch and intestines by using the 
handle of the knife and the heel of 
your hand to crowd the guts away. 
Cut around the anus, loosening 
the bung so it will come out with 
the guts.

3. Cut the diaphragm (the thin 
sheet of muscle and connective 
tissue between the chest and the 
abdo men) free from the rib cage 
by cutting through the white tis-
sue near the rib cage.

4. Reach forward to cut the 

windpipe, gullet and blood ves-
sels at the base of the throat.

5. Pull the lungs, heart and guts 
out of the ani-
mal. If you like 
variety meats, 
save the heart 
and liver in a 
plastic bag and 
put on ice.

The game 
may be pro-
cessed com-
mercially or at 

home. Be sure to keep the carcass 
cool until it reaches the locker 
plant. Keep the carcass out of 
direct sunlight and allow for ad-
equate air circulation.

For immediate use, store the 
meat in the refrigerator and use 
within two or three days. Keep 
raw meat and cooked meat sepa-
rate to prevent cross-contamina-
tion.

Freeze game properly. Prevent 
“freezer burn” by using the right 
packaging materials. Divide meat 
into meal-size quantities. Use 
moisture/vapor-proof wrap such 
as heavily waxed freezer wrap, 
laminated freezer wrap, heavy-
duty aluminum foil or freezer-
weight polyethylene bags. Press 
the air out of the packages before 
sealing. Label the pack ages with 
the contents and date. Avoid over-
loading the freezer. Freeze only 
the amount that will become sol-
idly frozen within 24 hours. Game 
will keep nine to 12 months in the 

freezer if properly wrapped.
Do not can the meat unless you 

have a pressure canner. Low-acid 
foods, such as meat and most 
mixtures of foods, should never 
be canned using the water bath 
method. Pressure and adequate 
time are necessary to produce safe 
canned meat. 

Thaw frozen meat in the refrig-
erator or microwave oven. Cook 
game meats thoroughly. Foods 
thawed in the micro wave oven 
should be cooked immediately. 
Refrigerator-thawed meat should 
be used within one to two days.

Game meats should be cooked 
to at least 165 degrees Fahrenheit 
to reduce the risk of foodborne 
illness. Big game animals usually 
exercise more than domestic ani-
mals, so game meats may be drier 
and less tender. Moist heat meth-
ods, such as brais ing (simmering 
in a small amount of liquid in a 
covered pot), may result in a better 
product. Chops and steaks may be 
pan fried or broiled.

The distinctive flavor of game 
meats is mainly due to the fat they 
contain. To reduce the gamey fla-
vor, trim the fat from the meat. 
You may wish to add other sources 
of fat to maintain the juiciness of 
the meat. Spices or marinades may 
be used to mask the gamey flavor. 
Meat should always be marinated 
in the refrigerator.

Cleaning touchscreens

During the last year or 
two, contactless pay-
ment and service op-

t i on s  h ave 
p opp e d  up 
e ver y w here . 
Often, this in-
volves using 
an app on your 
phone or tablet. 
Sometimes, it 
means interact-
ing with a ki-
osk. Whatever 
screen you use, here are recom-
mendations from the American 
Cleaning Institute on how to stay 
safe and clean.

Practice good hand hygiene 
when using a public kiosk. This 
can mean either washing hands 
with soap and water or bringing 
hand sanitizer with you to use af-
ter touching the screen. Also, look 
for kiosks where safety precau-
tions have been taken, like those 
with clear covers and with hand 
sanitizer nearby.

Clean your phones and tab-
lets regularly. We touch so many 
things in addition to our phones 

every day. It’s 
easy to spread 
germs to this 
surface. Follow 
manufacturer’s 
instructions for 
cleaning. Usu-
ally, this can 
be done with 
a microfiber 
cloth and disin-

fectant wipe, gently applied while 
the device is off.

If you have a case, remove your 
phone from the case and clean and 
disinfect both the cover and the 
phone itself. Regular handwash-
ing also can help keep your phone 
from collecting grime and germs 
in the first place.

Cleaning is caring, for your 
health as well as the health of your 
family and your community, so 
stay in the habit of keeping your 
hands and devices clean.

COLUMNS
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FALLS CITY LIBRARY AND ARTS CENTER

Smithsonian traveling exhibition coming to Falls City
Submitted

The Smithsonian’s Museum on 
Main Street, in cooperation with 
Nebraska Humanities Council 
and the Richardson County Arts 
and Humanities Council, pres-
ents “Crossroads: Change in Rural 
America.” The exhibition exam-
ining the evolving landscape of 
rural America opens at the Stalder 
Gallery, located inside the Falls 
City Library and Arts Center at 
1400 Stone Street, on Friday, Nov. 
19. An opening reception will be 
held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 19. The reception is free and 
attendees will get the first look at 
the “Crossroads” exhibition while 
enjoying historical music by Jeff 
and Mary Barker.  

“Crossroads” will be on view 
through Monday, Dec. 27. The 
Stalder Gallery and the surround-
ing community has been expressly 
chosen by the Nebraska Humani-
ties Council to host “Crossroads” 
as part of the Museum on Main 
Street program—a national/state/
local partnership to bring exhibi-
tions and programs to rural cul-
tural organizations. The exhibi-
tion will tour seven communities 
in Nebraska from Sept. 11 through 
June 26, 2022.

“Crossroads” explores how 
rural American communities 
changed in the 20th century. From 
sea to shining sea, the vast major-
ity of the United States landscape 
remains rural with only 3.5 per-
cent of the landmass considered 
urban. Since 1900, the percentage 
of Americans living in rural areas 
dropped from 60 percent to 17 per-
cent. The exhibition looks at that 
remarkable societal change and 
how rural Americans responded. 
Americans have relied on rural 
crossroads for generations. These 

places where people gather to ex-
change goods, services and cul-
ture and to engage in political and 
community discussions are an im-
portant part of our cultural fabric. 
Despite the massive economic and 
demographic impacts brought on 
by these changes, America’s small 
towns continue to creatively focus 
on new opportunities for growth 
and development. 

“‘Crossroads’ allows us to re-
flect on Falls City’s history, pres-
ent and future and we are excited 
to explore what the future may 
hold for our community,” said 
Christina Wertenberger, Cura-
tor of the Stalder Gallery. “We 
want to convene conversations 
about what makes our community 
unique and have developed local 
exhibitions and public programs 

to complement the Smithsonian 
exhibition.” 

Such free events include gallery 
tours, downtown historical tours 
and community engagement ac-
tivities. Designed for small-town 
museums, libraries and cultural 
organizations, “Crossroads” will 
serve as a community meeting 
place for conversations about how 
rural America has changed. With 

the support and guidance of state 
humanities councils, these towns 
will develop complementary ex-
hibits, host public programs and 
facilitate educational initiatives 
to raise people’s understanding 
about their own history, the joys 
and challenges of living rural, how 
change has impacted their com-
munity, and prompt discussion of 
goals for the future. 

The exhibition is part of Mu-
seum on Main Street, a unique 
collaboration between the Smith-
sonian Institution Traveling Ex-
hibition Service (SITES), state 
humanities councils across the 
nation, and local host institutions. 
To learn more about “Crossroads” 
and other Museum on Main Street 
exhibitions, visit www.museumon-
mainstreet.org. Support for MoMS 
has been provided by the U.S. 
Congress. SITES has been shar-
ing the wealth of Smithsonian col-
lections and research programs 
with millions of people outside 
Washington, D.C., for more than 
65 years. SITES connects Ameri-
cans to their shared cultural 
heritage through a wide range of 
exhibitions about art, science and 
history, which are shown wherever 
people live, work and play. For 
exhibition description and tour 
schedules, visit www.sites.si.edu. 

“Crossroads” can be viewed 
during regular library hours Mon-
day and Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Tuesday and Thursday 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. In conjunction with 
the Falls City Chamber, on Satur-
day, Nov. 27, during Shop Small 
Town Saturday the Stalder Gal-
lery will be open from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Larger groups wishing to 
see the exhibition are encouraged 
to contact the Falls City Library 
and Arts Center at 402-245-2913 
to let them know when you will be 
visiting so they can be prepared. 
Any questions can be directed to 
Stalder Gallery curator Christina 
Wertenberger at 402-245-6034

HISTORIC ECONOMIC ASSET LIFELINE GRANT

New grant program launches for 
historic building revitalization

Submitted 
Lieutenant Governor and Secre-

tary of Commerce David Toland 
today announced a new grant 
program that will move quickly 
to help revitalize underutilized, 
vacant and dilapidated downtown 
buildings in rural Kansas com-
munities.

The Historic Economic Asset 
Lifeline (HEAL) grant program 
is designed to bring downtown 
buildings back into productive 
use as spaces for new or expand-
ing businesses; housing; arts and 
culture; civic engagement; child-
care; or entrepreneurship. The 
matching grants will help address 
emergency needs for neglected 
buildings and assist building own-
ers with eligible expenses for the 
revitalization of historic proper-
ties. Projects submitted must show 
potential as economic drivers in 
the community.

“We have a shortage of ready to 
occupy buildings across the state, 
but also an abundance of historic 
buildings with good bones that 
make them great candidates for 
rehabilitation,” Toland said. “The 
HEAL program provides an im-
mediate opportunity to close 
financial gaps in restoring these 
properties and making down-
town districts throughout our 
state more economically vibrant, 
while also creating new jobs and 

services for Kansans.”
There are two funding catego-

ries under the HEAL program. 
Emergency HEAL grants provide 
immediate relief for buildings at 
risk of collapse. Emergency HEAL 
applications will be accepted from 
Nov. 8-19 with awards announced 
Nov. 23. All non-Emergency 
HEAL applications will be ac-
cepted until Dec. 20 with awards 
announced Jan. 10, 2022. Eligible 
properties must have historical 
or architectural significance and 
be in a downtown business dis-
trict in cities of less than 50,000 
population.

The Department will be con-
ducting expedited reviews of 
Emergency HEAL applications in 
recognition of the likelihood of 
collapse of some structures across 
the state, and the impending win-
ter weather. Applicants selected 
for Emergency HEAL funding 
will receive notification prior to 
Thanksgiving.

Applications must be submit-
ted by building owners in coor-
dination with a local nominating 
organization. Eligible nominat-
ing organizations include: cities, 
counties, non-profit organiza-
tions, designated Kansas Main 
Street or affiliate cities, chambers 
of commerce, economic develop-
ment organizations, Small Busi-
ness Development Centers or local 

community foundations.
HEAL is possible through a col-

laboration of the Community De-
velopment Division, Kansas Main 
Street, and the Governor’s Office 
of Rural Prosperity at the Kansas 
Department of Commerce.

ABOUT THE KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE

As the state’s lead economic 
development agency, the Kan-
sas Department of Commerce 
strives to empower individuals, 
businesses and communities to 
achieve prosperity in Kansas. 
Commerce accomplishes its mis-
sion by developing relationships 
with corporations, site location 
consultants and stakeholders in 
Kansas, the nation and world. Our 
strong partnerships allow us to 
help create an environment for ex-
isting Kansas businesses to grow 
and foster an innovative, competi-
tive landscape for new businesses. 
Through Commerce’s project suc-
cesses, Kansas in 2021 was award-
ed Area Development Magazine’s 
prestigious Gold Shovel award and 
was named Site Selection Maga-
zine’s Best Business Climate in the 
West North Central region of the 
United States. Find the Depart-
ment’s strategic plan for economic 
growth here: Kansas Framework 
for Growth.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA RADIO
‘Remembrance Ring’ program to connect 
families this holiday season

Submitted
During this year’s season of 

hope and giving, Wreaths Across 
America Radio (WAAR) invites 
our troops from across the coun-
try and overseas, as well as their 
loved ones at home, to send a holi-
day greeting to one another in the 
form of an internet radio greeting. 
We call this the “Remembrance 
Ring” program.

The “Remembrance Ring” pro-
vides American military families 
the opportunity to extend holiday 
greetings and thanks to service 
members and veterans through 
Wreaths Across America Radio. 
WAAR is a stream you can lis-
ten to anywhere, 24/7 at www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/radio, 
and via the iHeart Radio app, or 
download it at the App Store or on 
Google (#WreathsRadio).

Last year, the program connect-
ed many families from all over 
the globe. Be sure to email your 
friends and loved ones and let 
them know about this program.

“The United States current-
ly has 1.3 million active duty 
members, reservists and guards 
serving within our borders and 
abroad. Additionally, more than 
24 million veterans have faithfully 
served our country in the past,” 
said Karen Worcester, Wreaths 
Across America Executive Direc-
tor. “I am honored and thrilled to 
be able to offer these soldiers and 
their families the opportunity to 
share their holiday greeting. The 
Remembrance Ring is a wonder-
ful gift to give and is especially 
important for sharing love and 
support for their sacrifices at this 
special time of the year.”

Anyone can participate by 
calling 1-888-348-3352 to record 
a short holiday greeting. WAAR 
will play that message on-air 
during the holidays to help bring 
families, loved ones, members 
of our military and American’s 
closer together for the holiday 
season. These special messages 
will be broadcast between Nov. 
22 and Dec. 31.

You can sponsor a wreath for 
$15 at https://www.wreathsacros-
samerica.org/. Each sponsorship 
goes toward a fresh balsam vet-
eran’s wreath that will be placed 
on the headstone of an American 
hero as we endeavor to honor all 
veterans laid to rest on Satur-
day, Dec. 18, as part of National 
Wreaths Across America Day.

MILITARY APPRECIATION SCHOLARSHIP

University honors veterans, military 
service members with $75,000 in 
scholarships

Submitted
In recognition of Veterans Day 

and to honor service members for 
their sacrifice and commitment 
to our country’s future, Western 
Governors University (WGU) 
will be offering $75,000 in schol-
arships to veterans, active-duty 
military personnel and their im-
mediate family members who 
are interested in furthering their 
education. The “Military Appre-
ciation Scholarship” is available 
for those interested in pursuing 
a bachelor’s or master’s degree 
from WGU in any of the online, 
nonprofit university’s 60-plus 
programs in IT, business, K-12 
education and health professions, 
including nursing.

Each “Military Appreciation 
Scholarship” is valued at up to 
$2,500 per student and will be 
applied at the rate of $625 per 
six-month term, renewable for 
up to four terms. The scholar-
ship is open to new students who 
have been officially admitted to 
WGU and qualify as active-duty 
military personnel, a reservist, 
a veteran or a military spouse 
or child. Scholarships will be 
awarded based on a candidate’s 
academic record, financial need 
and current competency, as well 
as other considerations.

“WGU is thankful for each and 
every member of the military – 
and their supportive families – for 
their selfless dedication to serving 
our country,” said Dr. Angie Be-
sendorfer, Regional Vice President 
of Western Governors Universi-
ty. “One way we’re proud to give 

back to those who give so much 
is through our Military Apprecia-
tion Scholarship. In addition to 
the military-exclusive scholarship 
offering, WGU’s degree programs 
are also approved for VA educa-
tion benefits under the GI Bill – 
and because of our low, flat-rate 
tuition, that means veterans are 
usually eligible for benefits that 
make their program effectively 
tuition-free.”

WGU has been named one of 
the top Military Friendly® Schools 
for 11 consecutive years by Mili-
tary Advanced Education and 
Transition Magazine. More than 
17,200 WGU students are cur-
rently affiliated with the military, 
approximately 11 percent of the 
student population. Earning a 
bachelor’s or master’s degree from 
WGU can help them transition 
into a rewarding, high-paying ci-
vilian position upon graduation.

WGU’s programs are com-
petency-based, providing f lex-
ibility and workforce-focused 
degree programs active-duty 
military members, veterans and 
their families need. Designed to 
meet the needs of adult learners, 
competency-based education al-
lows students to move quickly 
through material they already 
know so they can focus on what 
they still need to learn, rather than 
basing progress on a number of 
credit hours. Faculty members 
work one-on-one with students 
as mentors, offering guidance, 
support and individualized in-
struction. While the university’s 
degree programs are rigorous and 

challenging, competency-based 
learning makes it possible for stu-
dents to accelerate their programs, 
saving them both time and money.

For more information about 
WGU, the Military Appreciation 
Scholarship or how the univer-
sity supports service members 
and their families, visit wgu.edu/
militaryappreciation.

ABOUT WESTERN 
GOVERNORS 
UNIVERSITY

Established in 1997 by 19 U.S. 
governors with a mission to ex-
pand access to high-quality, af-
fordable higher education, online, 
nonprofit WGU now serves more 
than 130,000 students nationwide 
and has nearly than 250,000 grad-
uates in all 50 states. Driving in-
novation as the nation’s leading 
competency-based university, 
WGU has been recognized by 
the White House, state leaders, 
employers and students as a model 
that works in postsecondary edu-
cation.

In just 24 years, the university 
has become a leading influence 
in the development of innovative 
workforce-focused approaches to 
education. WGU is accredited by 
the Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities, has 
been named one of Fast Compa-
ny’s Most Innovative Companies, 
and has been featured on NPR, 
NBC Nightly News and CNN, and 
in The New York Times.

Learn more at www.wgu.edu.
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Kathy Selden (Rachel Vandiver) and Don Lockwood (Braden Henry) 
perform a duet during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ in the Rain 
Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3.       The Sabetha Herald

These student actors perform this scene during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ 
in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3. Pictured are (L-R) Lina Lamont 
(Haley Murrow), Roz (Taylor Fillmore), Don Lockwood (Braden Henry), R.F. 
Simpson (Eric Bloom), Kathy Selden (Rachel Vandiver) and Cosmo Brown 
(Carter Montgomery).                 The Sabetha Herald

Lina Lamont (Haley Murrow), left, and 
Roz (Taylor Fillmore), right, perform 
during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ 
in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, 
November 3.       The Sabetha Herald

Cast members act out this scene during the Wetmore musical 
“Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3. Pictured are 
(L-R) Cosmo Brown (Carter Montgomery), Lina Lamont (Haley 
Murrow), Kathy Selden (Rachel Vandiver) and Don Lockwood 
(Braden Henry).        The Sabetha Herald

Don Lockwood (Braden Henry) performs “Singin’ in the Rain” during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on 
Wednesday, November 3.                  The Sabetha Herald

Cast members Emma Butler, left, Rylie Nichols, center, and 
Clayton Murrow, right, act out their parts during the Wetmore 
musical “Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3.

The Sabetha Herald

Lina Lamont (Haley Murrow), left, and Miss Dinsmore (Makayla 
Mock), right, act out their parts during the Wetmore musical 
“Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3.

The Sabetha Herald

These students act out this scene during the Wetmore musical 
“Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3. Pictured are 
(L-R) Cosmo Brown (Carter Montgomery), Kathy Selden (Rachel 
Vandiver), R.F. Simpson (Eric Bloom), Dexter (Jacob Carls) and 
Don Lockwood (Braden Henry).       The Sabetha Herald

These students perform their parts during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ in the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3. 
Pictured are (L-R) Lina Lamont (Haley Murrow), Roz (Taylor Fillmore), Dexter (Jacob Carls), Dexter’s Assistant No. 1 (Brayden 
McQueen), Dexter’s Assistant No. 2 (Kierra Larabee) and Dexter’s Assistant No. 3 (Whiley Parks).      The Sabetha Herald

This group of students perform during the Wetmore musical “Singin’ in 
the Rain Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3. Pictured are (L-R) Dexter (Jacob 
Carls), R.F. Simpson (Eric Bloom), Cosmo Brown (Carter Montgomery), 
Lina Lamont (Haley Murrow) and Don Lockwood (Braden Henry).

The Sabetha Herald

Cosmo Brown (Carter Montgomery), 
left, and Don Lockwood (Braden 
Henry), right, sing a duet during the 
Wetmore musical “Singin’ in the Rain 
Jr.” on Wednesday, November 3.

The Sabetha Herald

WETMORE HIGH SCHOOL

Students present ‘Singin’ in the Rain Jr.’

See more pictures from 
Wetmore’s ‘Singin’ in 
the Rain Jr.’ musical at                                    

SabethaHerald.com/gallery/


