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Members of South Brown County churches 
are making plans to stage the 29th outdoor 
luminaries over a 10-block area in downtown 
Horton from 5:30 to 7 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 5, 
weather permitting.

Adults, teens, and children will don ap-
propriate Biblical costumes to tell the story 
of Christ’s life from the prophecy of Isaiah to 
the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus. The scenes will depict 15 different events 
from Christ’s life in this Festival of Lights.

The luminaries stem from an old Span-
ish custom of putting candles in paper bags 
weighted with sand. According to tradition, 
the candles were lit and placed along the path 
to one’s home on Christmas Eve to light the 
way for the Christ child to come into the home 
and into the lives of the people who live there.

The public is invited to drive their vehicles 

through the route that will be illuminated by 
1,300 candles (luminaries) and view the scenes, 
many of which use backdrops, props, music and 
even some live animals. People living along the 
routes and along the connecting side streets 
are encouraged to turn off their own outdoor 
Christmas lights so that the scenes of the Lu-
minaries can be more vivid.

A route guide which indicates all of the 
scenes will be handed out at the beginning 
of the drive that begins at 14th and Central 
and ends at 14th and First Avenue East. The 
South Brown County Ministerial Associa-
tion (SBCMA) requests that people remain in 
their vehicles rather than trying to walk the 
route because pedestrians can distract drivers. 
Also, because the lights are low, those who 
walk could stumble on uneven places in the 
sidewalks and, thus, risk falling. 

The luminaries are sponsored by the SB-
CMA. The churches in the SBCMA include 

Everest Christian Church, Everest Zion Lu-
theran Church, Muscotah United Church, 
Powhattan United Methodist Church and the 
following churches in Horton: First Baptist, 
First Christian, First United Methodist and 
St. Leo’s Catholic.

Although this Festival of Lights is a free 
event, the public is given an opportunity at the 
end of the route to make a monetary donation. 
Any funds collected will be used to support the 
SBCMA ministries.

The members of the South Brown County 
churches hope that those who experience the 
Luminaries will be preparing their own hearts 
to remember that Jesus is the real reason for 
the Christmas season.

The event may be canceled due to inclement 
weather. Please listen to KNZA (103.9 FM) or 
call 785-486-2286 for updated information.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

College scholarships 
offered for students 
in construction-
related programs

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Contractors Association (KCA) is now ac-
cepting scholarship applications from students interested 
in the construction industry. Scholarships range from $500 
to $2,500. 

KCA offers the scholarships each year to Kansas high 
school and college students who are enrolled in, or intend 
to enroll in, an eligible program at an accredited Kansas 
university, community college or technical college. Eligible 
programs include construction management, construction 
science, construction engineering technology or related field. 
Scholarship recipients may also request to be placed in an 
internship with a Kansas contractor. Interns are awarded 
an additional $1,000 on top of their scholarship award.

ABOUT KCA
Founded in 1923, KCA is the statewide association for the 

heavy construction industry in Kansas. With more than 
225 member contractors across the state, KCA’s members 
are proud to build our state’s roads, bridges, railroads and 
utilities infrastructure.

For more information, or to download the scholarship 
application, visit WeBuildKansas.com/scholarships. The 
application deadline is Jan. 31, 2022.

Some of the coolest careers are in construction! For more 
information on opportunities in the construction industry, 
visit WeBuildKansas.com/careers or HirePaths.com.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENT

State of Kansas 
comments on 
the Omicron 
variant

SUBMITTED

A Statement regarding the COVID-19 omicron vari-
ant has been released by the State of Kansas. Below is the 
entire statement.

“The Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE) is continuing to monitor the COVID-19 variant 
Omicron. No confirmed cases have been identified in 
Kansas or the United States to date. This variant is new, 
and it is still unknown how transmissible or contagious 
this variant is. It is unclear how quickly it will spread, 
but it has been found in 17 countries already and we 
should assume that it is only a matter of time before it 
will be found in the United States. KDHE will continue 
to sequence positive COVID-19 samples to look for the 
Omicron variant.  

With over 64 percent of the eligible population fully 
vaccinated, Kansas is more prepared for Omicron than 
previous variants. Experts continue to believe that the 
COVID-19 vaccine will continue to protect those who 
are vaccinated against severe disease and death. The CO-
VID-19 vaccine is available for all individuals aged five 
years and over. The vaccine booster dose is available for 
all adults aged 18 and over. Boosters increase the strength 
of your antibody response, so even if the virus mutates, 
a boost makes it more likely that your antibodies can 
prevent you from getting sick or seriously ill, even with 
the new variant. If you are six months past your second 
dose of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine or two months 
past your J&J vaccine, get boosted now. 

As we continue to learn more about the Omicron vari-
ant, taking steps to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 
virus remains the same. Kansans should receive the CO-
VID-19 vaccine or booster shot, wear a mask in public 
indoor settings, wash their hands frequently, physically 
distance from others as much as possible, stay home if 
they feel sick, and get tested if they have been exposed to 
COVID-19 disease or have symptoms.”

Find the nearest vaccination clinic by visiting Vac-
cines.gov.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Horton luminary event planned

Please write Santa a letter! Ask your 
parents to give it to us, and we will send a 

special package to The North Pole! 

Santa is waiting for these letters and        
has promised to send a hand-written reply 

to each child who writes a letter! 

Just for fun, all letters and photos             
also will be printed free of charge in        

The Sabetha Herald’s December 15th issue!

YOU CAN SEND A LETTER IF:
You are a child of any age! 

You live in or have a connection to the local area!

WHAT TO INCLUDE:
1. Child’s Letter

2. Child’s Photo (if desired)
3. Child’s Full Name

4. Child’s Age
5. Child’s Mailing Address for Return Letter

6. If submitting from outside the area, please include connection to 
local area (e.g., Sam Jones, grandson of Bill and Susie Jones of Sabetha)

HOW TO SUBMIT:
via Email to santa@sabethaherald.com 

via Mail to Santa’s Mailbox, PO Box 208, Sabetha, KS 66534 
via Santa’s Mailbox located inside Sabetha City Hall

OR to Santa at Window Opening!

DEADLINE:
All Letters must be received no later than 5 p.m. Friday, December 3rd.

Santa wants to 
Santa wants to 

receive a letter 

receive a letter 

from you! 
from you! 

letters toletters to
SantaSanta
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opinion
COLUMNS

LETTERS POLICY
WRITE: Letters to the Editor, The Sabetha Herald, 
P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS  66534
EMAIL: news@sabethaherald.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve 
the right to edit for clarification or length. Letters should be fewer 
than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other 
week. Letters are due by 10 a.m. on Monday before publication and 
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone number 
for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be 
included in the printed letter. We do not publish anonymous letters 
or letters printed elsewhere.
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Brown County Commissioner, 3rd District
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Mayor Doug Clark
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Commissioner Nick Aberle
1504 Lakeview Drive | Sabetha, KS  66534
nickaberle@hotmail.com
Commissioner Maridel Wittmer
785-284-2050 | maridelw@att.net
612 N. 6th Street | Sabetha, KS  66534
Commissioner Norm Schmitt
norms@extru-techinc.com
Commissioner Julie Burenheide
421 S. 8th Street | Sabetha, KS  66534
City Administrator Doug Allen
785-284-2158

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
Board President Leslie Scoby
scobyl@usd113.org
Board Member Ed Reznicek
785-939-2032
Board Vice President Kathy Lippert
lippertk@usd113.org
Board Member Kent Saylor
saylork@usd113.org
Board Member Jim Scoby
scobyj@usd113.org
Board Member Ann Shaughnessy
shaughna@usd113.org
Board Member Stan Keim
keims@usd113.org
Superintendent Todd Evans
785-284-2175 | evanst@usd113.org

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor 
or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha 
Herald or its staff. Furthermore, The Sabetha Herald does not and 
will not fact check the information included in letters to the editor. 
All information will be left as presented by the author. 

Keeping foods warm 
while other foods           
get ‘done’

If you’re preparing several 
foods that get “done” at dif-
ferent times, you often can 

suc c e s s f u l ly 
hold most hot 
foods for about 
15-20 minutes 
in a preheated 
oven set to 
200-250 de-
grees Fahren-
heit. For longer 
than this, check 
frequently with 
a food thermometer to assure the 
food is remaining at a tempera-
ture of 140 degrees Fahrenheit 
or above. If necessary, adjust the 
oven’s temperature to a higher 
setting. Keeping foods hot for 
extended periods — more than 
a couple of hours — may reduce 
the quality of the food.

Examples of ways to keep foods 
warm include:

• Place pancakes or waffles in 
a single layer on a baking sheet as 

they’re made if you want to serve 
them all at the same time.

• Keep hot takeout food — such 
as barbecued 
meat or Chi-
nese food — 
warm by trans-
ferring it to an 
oven-safe bak-
ing dish while 
you prepare 
another dish to 
serve with it.

• If you mash 
potatoes in an oven-safe sauce-
pan, place them in the oven to stay 
warm while you finish preparing 
the other foods.

• When stir-frying foods in 
several batches, transfer heated 
foods to the oven until all foods 
have been stir-fried.

• Chafing dishes, preheated 
warming trays, multicookers, slow 
cookers or toaster ovens may also 
be used to keep food warm.

Understanding carbon credit programs

At the 2021 K-State Risk 
and Profit Conference, 
KSU graduate student 

in agricultural economics Micah 
Cameron-Harp delivered a pre-
sentation on research surrounding 
carbon credit markets. In it, she 
compared the differences between 
carbon markets domestically pay-
ing around $15 per carbon re-
moval ton (with little fluctuation) 
versus European Union market 
futures sitting at around $55 per 
carbon removal ton – with current 
rates at almost $70 per ton. Could 
U.S. producers have that same op-
portunity – and what does that 
“opportunity” entail?

As an increasing number of 
acres are enrolled in carbon credit 
programs, questions continue to 
arise about their value and re-
quirements. To help sort your car-
bon credit program questions, the 
Meadowlark Extension District 
and Atchison County Extension 
Council are collaborating to of-
fer Understanding Carbon Credit 
Programs on Tuesday, Dec. 14, at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Nortonville. Dr. Peter Tomlinson, 
KSU Extension Environmental 

Quality Specialist, will discuss 
the ins and outs of carbon cred-
its, including programs available 
to producers that 
might help them 
capture a finan-
cial reward for 
carbon seques-
tration efforts.

Coffee and 
light refresh-
ments will be 
available at 9:30 
a.m. with Dr. 
Tomlinson’s presentation starting 
at 9:45 a.m. We’ll conclude shortly 
after 11 a.m. to allow you to move 
on with your day.

To help with refreshments and 
seating, RSVP by Friday, Dec. 10, 
to the Atchison County Exten-
sion Office at 913-833-5450 or by 
e-mail to cladd@ksu.edu or Os-
kaloosa Office of the Meadowlark 
Extension District at 785-863-2212 
or by e-mail to dhallaue@ksu.edu. 
In case of inclement weather, con-
tact either Office the morning of 
the meeting for details.

Bush Honeysuckle
One brushy species still alive 

right now is an invasive known 
as bush honeysuckle. Increasingly 
a problem in northeast Kansas, 

the shrub’s 
bright red ber-
ries and leaves 
that stay green 
well into fall 
are almost a 
dead giveaway. 
Once a land-
scape shrub, 
it has become 
a serious in-

vader of forest understories. It’s 
long growing season gives it a 
huge competitive advantage over 
other woodland species, decreas-
ing wildflowers and other desir-
able shrubs.

If development of native forest 
species is desired, bush honey-
suckle needs to be controlled. If 
patches are small, seedlings can 
be hand pulled when the soil is 
damp. Larger infestations require 
chemical control. Mowing or cut-
ting without chemical treatment 
results in vigorous resprouting. 
For foliar applications, consider 
spot treatments of glyphosate 
(i.e., Roundup) in late summer/

fall. There is often a window when 
honeysuckle is still green and can 
be controlled while other species 
are dormant, reducing injury from 
offsite herbicide movement. Ap-
plications of Crossbow (2,4-D + 
triclopyr) might be an option. Be 
very careful with the use of these 
products around desirable species 
to avoid root/foliar injury.

Anytime shoots are cut, stumps 
need to be treated using a concen-
trated – 20–50 percent – glypho-
sate treatment. Basal bark appli-
cations with 2,4-D or picloram 
products work well, using an oil 
carrier to penetrate bark. Cut 
stump and basal treatments can 
be done when areas to be sprayed 
are dry and not frozen. Always 
read and follow label directions to 
avoid damage to desirable species.

For more information on bush 
honeysuckle management, check 
out Economical Control of Bush 
Honeysuckle available online at 
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/
pubs/MF3222.pdf, or via request 
to any District Extension Office.

Plan ahead to stay safe during winter weather

The weather in Kansas may 
be unseasonably warm 
for the next several days, 

but we’re entering the time of year 
when a winter storm can blow in 
suddenly.

Kansas State University clima-
tologist Mary Knapp says staying 
safe during unpredictable winter 
weather and driving conditions 
could be a matter of being pre-
pared ahead of the storm.

Knapp, who works in the uni-
versity’s Weather Data Library, 
recommends that drivers store a 
simple winter weather kit in the 
trunk of the car. The U.S. Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Association lists some common 
items that should be included in 
a winter weather kit, including a 
shovel, windshield scraper flash-
light, battery-powered radio, extra 
batteries, water, snack food, hats, 
mittens, tow chain or rope, road 
salt or sand for traction, jumper 
cables, and emergency flares and 
a fluorescent distress flag.

“In addition, they recommend 

having an empty metal coffee can, 
and candles and matches,” Knapp 
said. “You can use that as an al-
ternate heating 
source if you 
can’t keep your 
engine run-
ning.”

All of the 
items should 
be stored per-
manently in the 
car during the 
winter months, 
except perhaps for water.

“Don’t keep water as part of 
your kit,” Knapp said. “In this 
kind of weather, it’s likely to 
freeze solid and if you do run 
into difficulties, trying to melt 
that bottle of water when you’re 
already stressed and stranded is 
not a good idea. The last thing you 
can do as you’re leaving the house 
is to grab a bottle of water, or fill 
your reusable water bottle, so that 
it’s a liquid, not ice.”

Knapp also suggests making 
sure that your car’s routine main-

tenance is up to date, including 
antifreeze levels, wiper fluid with 
a de-icer, windshield wipers, tires 

with good tread 
and a strong 
battery.

Also, when 
pla n n i ng  a 
trip, let others 
k now when 
you’re leaving, 
the route you’re 
planning to 
take and when 

you plan to arrive so that if you 
get delayed or run into trouble, 
others know where to look for you.

“It could be anything from a flat 
tire to an encounter with a deer or 
wildlife that creates problems be-
yond what you might see as far as 
winter weather goes,” Knapp said. 
“If you are planning on a trip, look 
and see what the weather forecasts 
are for the route you’re planning 
to take, and whether you need to 
allow for more time to get there.”

“It’s also safer to drive during 
daylight hours when visibility is 

better,” Knapp said. “Nighttime 
trips increase the risk of driving 
on frozen road surfaces and other 
issues. In areas where snow on the 
road is common, pack a set of tire 
chains and know how to put them 
on.”

“In the modern era, you want 
to make sure your cell phone is 
charged and you may want to have 
an extra power source for that cell 
phone so that if you are stranded, 
you can power that up,” Knapp 
said. “A charging cable that can 
run off your battery would be a 
good thing to throw in your kit.”

However, cell phone service 
may not be available all of the 
time. Knapp said that as cellular 
companies move to 4G networks, 
the speed of connection is improv-
ing but the range of coverage is 
decreasing.

“You may start seeing blank 
spots in areas where before you 
had cell coverage,” she said. “That 
is something you need to be alert 
to.”

Food safety for         
power outages

Refrigerated or frozen 
foods may not be safe to 
eat after the loss of power. 

It’s a good time 
to review what 
you can do to 
keep food safe 
during a power 
outage, and 
when you need 
to throw away 
food that could 
make you sick.

Ke e p  ap -
pliance thermometers in your 
refrigerator and freezer. The re-
frigerator should be at 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit or below. The freezer 
should be at zero degrees Fahren-
heit or below.

You can be prepared for emer-
gencies or natural disasters by 
freezing containers of water and 
gel packs to help keep your food 
at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or below. 
Also, have a cooler and frozen gel 
packs handy in case you have to 
remove your food from the refrig-
erator to keep it cold.

During a power outage keep 
refrigerator and freezer doors 
closed. If the doors stay closed, 
food will stay safe for up to four 
hours in the refrigerator and 48 
hours in a full freezer. If the freez-
er is only half full, the estimated 
time is 24 hours.

If the power has been out for 
four hours, and a cooler and ice 
are available, put refrigerated per-

ishable foods 
in the cooler. 
To keep them 
at 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit or 
below, add ice 
or a cold source 
like frozen gel 
packs.

Once power 
is  restored , 

never taste food to determine if 
it is safe to eat. When in doubt, 
throw it out. Throw out perishable 
food in your refrigerator — meat, 
fish, cut fruits and vegetable, eggs, 
milk and leftovers — after 4 hours 
without power or a cold source 
like dry ice. Throw out any food 
with an unusual odor, color or 
texture.

Check temperatures of food 
kept in cooler or your refrigera-
tor with an added cold source. 
Throw out food above 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

If you have an appliance ther-
mometer in your freezer, check to 
see if it is still at 40 degrees Fahr-
enheit or below. You can safely re-
freeze or cook thawed frozen food 
that still contains ice crystals or is 
at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or below.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
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DISTRICT
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DISTRICT
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KANSAS SUPREME COURT

Supreme Court reappoints chief judges
Submitted

The Kansas Supreme Court has 
reappointed 27 chief judges in 
Kansas. Their terms are effective 
Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2023. Each 
of Kansas’ 31 judicial districts has 
a chief judge who, in addition to 
their judicial responsibilities, has 
general control over case assign-
ments within the district, as well 
as general supervisory authority 
over the administrative and cleri-
cal functions of the court.

1st Judicial District
Chief Judge David King was 

reappointed in the 1st Judicial 
District, composed of Atchison 
and Leavenworth counties. He 
has served as a district judge since 
1986 and chief judge since 1990. 
King received his law degree from 
the University of Kansas School of 
Law. He was Leavenworth County 
attorney and in private practice 
before being appointed judge.

2nd Judicial District
Chief Judge Jeffrey Elder was 

reappointed in the 2nd Judicial 
District, composed of Jefferson, 
Jackson, Wabaunsee, and Pot-
tawatomie counties. He has served 
as a district judge since 2008 and 
as chief judge since 2020. Elder 
received an undergraduate degree 
from the University of Kansas 
and a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Kansas School of Law. 
He served as county attorney for 
Pottawatomie County from 1989 
to 2001 and was in private practice 
before becoming a judge.

4th Judicial District
Chief Judge Taylor Wine was 

reappointed in the 4th Judicial 
District, composed of Ander-
son, Coffey, Franklin, and Osage 
counties. He has served as a dis-
trict judge since 2018 and chief 
judge since 2019. Wine received 
an undergraduate degree from 
Pittsburg State University and a 
law degree from Southern Meth-
odist University Dedman School 
of Law. He was in private practice 
before he was appointed a district 
magistrate judge in 2011. He was 
appointed a district judge in 2018.

5th Judicial District
Chief Judge Merlin Wheeler 

was reappointed in the 5th Judi-
cial District, composed of Lyon 
and Chase counties. He has served 
as a district judge since 1990 and 
as chief judge since 1998. Wheeler 
received undergraduate degrees 
from Dodge City Community 
College and Emporia State Uni-
versity, and a law degree from 
Washburn University School of 
Law. He served as city attorney for 

the City of Emporia from 1977 to 
1980 and then joined the firm Per-
kins and Hollembeak, Chtd. He 
was owner of Merlin G. Wheeler, 
Chtd., from 1988 to 1990.

6th Judicial District
Chief Judge Amy Harth was 

reappointed in the 6th Judicial 
District, composed of Bourbon, 
Linn, and Miami counties. She 
has served as a district judge since 
2004 and chief judge since 2015. 
Harth received a law degree from 
Washburn University School of 
Law in 1994. She worked as a pros-
ecutor in Miami County and as a 
public defender.

7th Judicial District
Chief Judge James McCabria 

was reappointed in the 7th Ju-
dicial District, which is Douglas 
County. He has served as a judge 
since 2014 and chief judge since 
2019. McCabria received a law de-
gree from the University of Tulsa 
School of Law in 1994. He was 
in private practice in Coffeyville 
from 1994 to 2000. From 2002 to 
2006, he was an assistant attorney 
general for the Kansas Attorney 
General’s Office. From 2007 to 
2014, he was an assistant district 
attorney for the Douglas County 
Attorney’s Office.

8th Judicial District
Chief Judge Benjamin Sexton 

was reappointed in the 8th Judi-
cial District, composed of Geary, 
Dickinson, Marion, and Morris 
counties. He has served as a dis-
trict judge since 2001 and chief 
judge since August 2021. Sexton 
received an undergraduate degree 
from Kansas State University and 
a law degree from Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law. He worked 
as a prosecutor and in private 
practice before he was appointed 
a district judge.

9th Judicial District
Chief Judge Marilyn Wilder 

was reappointed in the 9th Judi-
cial District, composed of Har-
vey and McPherson counties. She 
has served as a district judge since 
2015 and chief judge since Sep-
tember 2021. Wilder received an 
undergraduate degree from Taylor 
University and a law degree from 
Indiana University School of Law. 
She worked in private practice be-
fore she was appointed a district 
judge.

11th Judicial District
Chief Judge Lori Bolton Flem-

ing was reappointed in the 11th 
Judicial District, composed of 
Cherokee, Crawford, and Labette 
counties. She has served as a dis-
trict judge since 2012 and chief 

judge since June 2021. Fleming 
received an undergraduate degree 
from Pittsburg State University 
and a law degree from Wash-
burn University School of Law. 
She worked as a prosecutor and 
in private practice before she was 
appointed a district judge.

12th Judicial District
Chief Judge Kim Cudney was 

reappointed in the 12th Judicial 
District, composed of Cloud, Jew-
ell, Lincoln, Mitchell, Republic, 
and Washington counties. She has 
served as a district judge and chief 
judge since 2006. Cudney received 
an undergraduate degree from 
Kansas State University and a law 
degree from Washburn Univer-
sity School of Law. She served as 
a research attorney for the Kansas 
Supreme Court and the U.S. Dis-
trict Court. She had a private law 
practice in Washington, Kansas, 
where she also served as county 
attorney.

13th Judicial District
Chief Judge David Ricke was 

reappointed in the 13th Judicial 
District, composed of Butler, 
Greenwood, and Elk counties. He 
has served as a district judge since 
2004 and chief judge since 2012. 
Ricke received an undergraduate 
degree from Wichita State Uni-
versity and a law degree from the 
University of Kansas School of 
Law.

14th Judicial District
Chief Judge Jeffrey Gettler was 

reappointed in the 14th Judicial 
District, composed of Chautau-
qua and Montgomery counties. 
He has served as a district judge 
since 2015 and chief judge since 
2018. Gettler received undergrad-
uate degrees from Independence 
Community College and Loyola 
University of Chicago and a law 
degree from the University of 
Kansas School of Law. He was in 
private practice for over 10 years 
and also served as city prosecu-
tor for the City of Independence, 
city attorney for the City of Cher-
ryvale, and attorney for Unified 
School Districts 446 and 447.

15th Judicial District
Chief Judge Kevin Berens was 

reappointed in the 15th Judicial 
District, composed of Cheyenne, 
Logan, Sheridan, Sherman, Raw-
lins, Thomas, and Wallace coun-
ties. He has served as a district 
judge and chief judge since 2017. 
Berens received an undergradu-
ate degree from Fort Hays State 
University and a law degree from 
Washburn University School of 
Law. He previously served as 

county attorney in Thomas and 
Cheyenne counties and city at-
torney for Bird City. He also prac-
ticed law in Kansas and Colorado.

16th Judicial District
Chief Judge Laura Lewis was 

reappointed in the 16th Judicial 
District, composed of Clark, Co-
manche, Ford, Gray, Kiowa, and 
Meade counties. She has been a 
district court judge since 2019 
and chief judge since 2020. Lewis 
received undergraduate degrees 
from Dodge City Community 
College and Washburn University 
and a law degree from Washburn 
University School of Law. She 
was county attorney and county 
counselor for Meade County for 
10 years and also had a private law 
practice.

17th Judicial District
Chief Judge Preston Pratt was 

reappointed in the 17th Judicial 
District, composed of Decatur, 
Norton, Phillips, Smith, Graham, 
and Osborne counties. He has 
served as a district judge and chief 
judge since 2011. Pratt received a 
law degree from the University of 
Kansas School of Law. He prac-
ticed law in Oberlin before being 
appointed district judge.

18th Judicial District
Chief Judge Jeff Goering was 

reappointed in the 18th Judi-
cial District, which is Sedgwick 
County. He has served as district 
judge since 2004 and chief judge 
since 2019. Goering received a law 
degree from Washburn Univer-
sity School of Law and worked 
as an assistant district attorney 
in Sedgwick County from 1991 
to 1992. He was in private prac-
tice in Leavenworth from 1992 to 
1996, during which time he also 
was municipal judge for the City 
of Leavenworth. He returned to 
Wichita and was in private prac-
tice from 1996 to 2005. During 
that time, he was elected to the 
Kansas House of Representatives 
and served from 2003 to 2004.

19th Judicial District
Chief Judge Nicholas St. Peter 

was reappointed in the 19th Ju-
dicial District, which is Cowley 
County. He has served as a district 
judge since 2004 and chief judge 
since 2010. St. Peter received an 
undergraduate degree from Fort 
Hays State University and a law 
degree from Washburn University 
School of Law.

20th Judicial District
Chief Judge Steven Johnson 

was reappointed in the 20th Ju-
dicial District, composed of Bar-
ton, Ellsworth, Rice, Russell, and 

Stafford counties. He has served 
as a district judge since 2012 and 
chief judge since 2020. Johnson 
received an undergraduate degree 
from Fort Hays State University 
and a law degree from Washburn 
University School of Law. He was 
in private practice in Great Bend 
from 1985 to 2012.

21st Judicial District
Chief Judge Grant Bannister 

was reappointed in the 21st Ju-
dicial District, composed of Clay 
and Riley counties. He has served 
as district judge since 2016 and 
chief judge since 2019. Bannister 
received an undergraduate degree 
from Fort Hays State University 
and a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Kansas School of Law in 
1997. He was in private practice in 
Manhattan for 19 years and served 
as an adjunct professor teaching 
ethics in the College of Business 
at Kansas State University.

22nd Judicial District
Chief Judge James Patton was 

reappointed in the 22nd Judicial 
District, composed of Doniphan, 
Brown, Nemaha, and Marshall 
counties. He has served as a dis-
trict judge since January 1995 and 
chief judge since 2001. Patton re-
ceived an undergraduate degree 
from Kansas State University and 
a law degree from Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law. Before be-
coming a district judge, he retired 
from the Kansas Army National 
Guard.

23rd Judicial District
Chief Judge Glenn Braun was 

reappointed in the 23rd Judicial 
District, composed of Ellis, Rooks, 
Trego, and Gove counties. He has 
served as a district judge since 
2012 and chief judge since 2016. 
Braun received an undergraduate 
degree from Kansas State Univer-
sity in 1978 and a law degree from 
Washburn University School of 
Law in 1981. He was in private 
practice until 2012 and served as 
Ellis County Attorney from 1989 
to 1997, and as a city of Hays pros-
ecutor.

24th Judicial District
Chief Judge Bruce Gatterman 

was reappointed in the 24th Ju-
dicial District, composed of Ed-
wards, Hodgeman, Lane, Ness, 
Pawnee, and Rush counties. He 
has served as a district judge and 
chief judge since 2003. Gatterman 
received an undergraduate degree 
from Kansas State University and 
a law degree from Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law. He served as 
a municipal judge for the City of 
Larned from 1980 to 2002.

27th Judicial District
Chief Judge Patricia Macke 

Dick was reappointed in the 27th 
Judicial District, which is Reno 
County. She has served as a dis-
trict judge since 1989 and chief 
judge since 2007. Macke Dick re-
ceived an undergraduate degree 
from Kansas State University and 
a law degree from the University 
of Kansas School of Law.

28th Judicial District
Chief Judge Rene Young was 

reappointed in the 28th Judicial 
District, composed of Saline and 
Ottawa counties. She has served 
as a district judge since 2006 and 
chief judge since 2015. Young re-
ceived a law degree from Wash-
burn University School of Law. 
She practiced law in Salina for 20 
years before becoming a judge.

29th Judicial District
Chief Judge Robert Burns was 

reappointed in the 29th Judicial 
District, which is Wyandotte 
County. He has served as a dis-
trict judge since 2004 and chief 
judge since 2019. Burns received 
an undergraduate degree from 
Harvard University in 1988 and a 
law degree from the University of 
Notre Dame Law School in 1991. 
He was in private practice from 
1991 to 1995 and served as a legal 
department attorney for the Uni-
fied Government of Wyandotte 
County and Kansas City, Kansas, 
from 1996 to 2004.

30th Judicial District
Chief Judge William Mott was 

reappointed to the 30th Judicial 
District, composed of Barber, 
Harper, Kingman, Pratt, and 
Sumner counties. He has served 
as a district judge since 2007 and 
chief judge since 2017. Mott re-
ceived an undergraduate degree 
from Friends University and a 
law degree from Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law in 1995. He 
practiced law in Wellington and 
served as Sumner County Attor-
ney from 1997 to 2005. He was a 
special assistant U.S attorney in 
Wichita from 2005 to 2007.

31st Judicial District
Chief Judge Daniel Creitz was 

reappointed in the 31st Judicial 
District, composed of Allen, Neo-
sho, Wilson, and Woodson coun-
ties. He has served as a district 
judge since May 2002 and chief 
judge since 2011. Creitz received 
undergraduate degrees from Allen 
County Community College and 
Emporia State University and a 
law degree from Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law.

A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share 
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it! 

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com


