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ECONOMIC RELIEF

USDA to make up to $800 million 
available for economic relief

SUBMITTED

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that 
USDA will make up to $700 million avail-
able to provide economic relief to biofuel 
producers and restore renewable fuel markets 
affected by the pandemic. USDA will make 
the funds available through the new Biofuel 
Producer Program authorized by the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act).

Additionally, in the coming months, 
USDA will make $100 million available to 
increase significantly the sales and use of 
higher blends of ethanol and biodiesel by 
expanding the infrastructure for renewable 
fuels derived from U.S. agricultural products. 
The Biden-Harris Administration is commit-
ted to further growth of the biofuels industry, 
and the House-passed Build Back Better Act 
commits additional funding that will provide 
better market access for farmers and more 
affordable and cleaner fuels for consumers.

“Under the leadership of President Biden 
and Vice President Harris, USDA is provid-
ing direct relief to the people of rural Amer-
ica who are still reeling from the economic 
impacts of the pandemic,” Vilsack said. “As 
we continue to rebuild the nation’s economy, 
USDA is targeting resources and investments 
to improve the strength and resiliency of 
America’s sustainable fuel markets. The relief 
we’re announcing today will pave the way 
to economic recovery for America’s biofuel 
producers, stimulate a critical market for U.S. 
farmers and ranchers and move the country 
closer to President Biden’s goal of net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.”

Biofuel Producer Program Background
Through the Biofuel Producer Program, 

USDA will make up to $700 million in direct 
payments available for biofuel producers who 
faced unexpected market losses due to the 
pandemic.

By making payments to biofuels producers, 
the program will help agricultural producers 
maintain and create more viable markets 
for products that supply biofuel production, 
such as corn, soybeans or biomass. Payments 
will be based on the producer’s market loss 
volume in 2020, which is calculated by the 
amount of fuel produced in 2020 in com-
parison to 2019.

To download application materials and 
review eligibility requirements, visit https://
www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-
programs/biofuel-producer-relief-payments-
program. USDA will announce the applica-
tion window in the coming weeks.

Background on Grants for Biofuels In-
frastructure

USDA intends to make up to $100 million 
available in new funds for grants for biofuels 
infrastructure, such as blender pumps which 
ensure biofuels have greater availability in 
the retail market. The funding will provide 
grants to refueling and distribution facilities 
for cost of installation, retrofitting or other-
wise upgrading of infrastructure required 
at a location to ensure the environmentally 
safe availability of fuel containing ethanol 
blends of E-15 and greater or fuel containing 
biodiesel blends B-20 and greater. USDA will 
announce the official application window for 
grants within the next few months.

This announcement comes on the heels 
of an announcement the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) made. EPA is pro-
posing a package of actions setting biofuels 
volumes for years 2022, 2021 and 2020, and 
introducing regulatory changes intended 

to enhance the program’s objectives. In ad-
dition, EPA is asking for public comment 
on a proposed decision to deny petitions to 
exempt small refineries from RFS program 
requirements. Read the full announcement 
at https://www.epa.gov/newsroom.

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, 
Rural Development provides loans and 
grants to help expand economic opportu-
nities, create jobs and improve the quality of 
life for millions of Americans in rural areas. 
This assistance supports infrastructure im-
provements; business development; housing; 
community facilities such as schools, public 
safety and health care; and high-speed inter-
net access in rural, tribal and high-poverty 
areas.

For more information, visit www.rd.usda.
gov. If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural 
Development updates, visit our GovDelivery 
subscriber page.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans 
each day in so many positive ways. Under 
the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is 
transforming America’s food system with 
a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets 
for all producers, ensuring access to safe, 
healthy and nutritious food in all commu-
nities, building new markets and streams 
of income for farmers and producers using 
climate-smart food and forestry practices, 
making historic investments in infrastruc-
ture and clean energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity across 
the Department by removing systemic bar-
riers and building a workforce more repre-
sentative of America. To learn more, visit 
www.usda.gov.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY

USDA opens 
2022 sign-up 
for Dairy Margin 
Coverage

SUBMITTED BY CHRIS THURSTON

Program Enhancements Improve Feed Cost Calculations
As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing ef-

forts to support dairy farmers and rural communities, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) opened sign-up for 
the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program and expanded 
the program to allow dairy producers to better protect their 
operations by enrolling supplemental production. This sign-
up period – which runs from Dec. 13 to Feb. 18, – enables 
producers to get coverage through this important safety-net 
program for another year, as well as get additional assistance 
through the new Supplemental DMC. 

Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help 
small- and mid-sized dairy operations that have increased 
production over the years but were not able to enroll the ad-
ditional production. Now, they will be able to retroactively 
receive payments for that supplemental production. Addi-
tionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) updated how 
feed costs are calculated, which will make the program more 
reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.

“Dairy Margin Coverage is a critical safety-net for produc-
ers, and catastrophic coverage is free. These DMC updates 
build on other efforts of the Biden-Harris Administration 
to improve DMC and other key USDA dairy programs,” said 
Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation 
Robert Bonnie. “We encourage dairy producers to make 
use of the support provided by enrolling in supplemental 
coverage and enroll in DMC for the 2022 program year.”

Supplemental DMC Enrollment
Eligible dairy operations with less than five million pounds 

of established production history may enroll supplemental 
pounds based upon a formula using 2019 actual milk market-
ings, which will result in additional payments. Producers will 
be required to provide FSA with their 2019 Milk Marketing 
Statement.

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 
2021, 2022 and 2023. Participating dairy operations with 
supplemental production may receive retroactive supple-
mental payments for 2021 in addition to payments based on 
their established production history.

Supplemental DMC will require a revision to a producer’s 
2021 DMC contract and must occur before enrollment in 
DMC for the 2022 program year. Producers will be able to 
revise 2021 DMC contracts and then apply for 2022 DMC 
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

DMC 2022 Enrollment
After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for 

Supplemental DMC, producers can sign up for 2022 coverage. 
DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management 
coverage that pays producers when the difference between the 
price of milk and the cost of feed falls below a certain level. 
So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for January 
through October for more than $1 billion.

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA 
that the operation is commercially marketing milk, sign all 
required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee 
is waived for farmers who are considered limited resource, 
beginning, socially disadvantaged, or a military veteran. 
To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a 
specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy 
decision tool.

Updates to Feed Costs
USDA is also changing the DMC feed cost formula to bet-

ter reflect the actual cost dairy farmers pay for high-quality 
alfalfa hay. FSA will calculate payments using 100 percent 
premium alfalfa hay rather than 50 percent. The amended 
feed cost formula will make DMC payments more reflective 
of actual dairy producer expenses.

Additional Dairy Assistance
The announcement is part of a broader package to help the 

dairy industry respond to the pandemic and other challenges. 
USDA is also amending Dairy Indemnity Payment Program 
(DIPP) regulations to add provisions for the indemnification 
of cows that are likely to be not marketable for longer dura-
tions, as a result, for example, of per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances. FSA also worked closely with USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to target assistance through 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program and other 
conservation programs to help producers safely dispose of and 
address resource concerns created by affected cows. Other 
recent dairy announcements include $350 million through 
the Pandemic Market Volatility Assistance Program and 
$400 million for the Dairy Donation Program.

Additional details on these changes to DMC and DIPP 
can be found in a rule that will be published soon in the 
Federal Register. This rule also included information on the 
new Oriental Fruit Fly Program as well as changes to FSA 
conservation programs. A copy of the rule is available here.

More Information
To learn more or to participate in DMC or DIPP, produc-

ers should contact their local USDA Service Center. Service 
Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers 
via phone, email and other digital tools. Because of the pan-
demic, some are open to limited visitors. Producers should 
contact their Service Center to set up an in-person or phone 
appointment. Additionally, more information related to 
USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so 
many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater 
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, 
fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to healthy 
and nutritious food in all communities, building new mar-
kets and streams of income for farmers and producers using 
climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabili-
ties in rural America, and committing to equity across the 
Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov.
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Cranberries — and good-
for-you!

Many of us only think 
about cranberries 
when it comes time to 

eat our Thanksgiving turkey. But 
apart from the holidays, we tend 
to forget these 
shiny, scarlet 
gems and the 
ma ny way s 
they can be 
used. Why not 
add some color 
and sparkle to 
other meals 
throughout the 
year with these 
festive, good-
for-you berries? 

Adding cranberries to your 
repertoire will brighten up your 
dishes, open you up to new taste 
experiences — try some cranberry 
sauce on a hamburger, for exam-
ple — and improve your health 
as well. Studies show that eating 
a variety of colorful fruits and 
vegetables every day is a key to a 
longer life. Cranberries are rich 
in antioxidants such as Vitamin 
C, flavonoids and phenols – and 
also fiber and other substances 
that help protect against health 
problems like urinary tract infec-
tions, and chronic ailments like 
cancer and diseases of the heart, 
mind (Alzheimer disease), and 
even mouth (gingivitis and gum 
disease).

Fresh cranberries are typically 
sold in 12-ounce bags, which 
makes about three cups when 
chopped. Dry-harvested cran-
berries, i.e. those not harvested in 
water, can be kept in a cool room 
of the house, preferably a base-
ment, for as long as four months 
or more, and — discounting those 

that will have rotted during that 
time — still taste like the day they 
were picked from the vines. Or, 
they can be frozen, unopened, for 
up to nine months.

Cranberries 
can be added to 
countless dish-
es, from quick 
breads, yeast 
breads, salads, 
relishes, salsas 
and chutneys, 
to soups, grain-
based entrees 
and of course, 
desserts. Add a 

half-cup of chopped cranberries 
to your favorite banana bread or 
apple muffin recipe. Drop some 
into your leafy green/spinach 
salad (especially good with dried 
cranberries), or toss a handful into 
a pilaf or stuffing. Impress your 
dinner guests with a cranberry 
glaze or slow-cook some berries 
with your favorite chicken or 
pork. Before baking apples, fill 
the cored centers with cranber-
ries, then sprinkle with sugar and 
cinnamon.

How about trying some cran-
berry catsup? Or, for a delicious 
cranberry mustard served on 
pork and salmon, just heat some 
whole-berry cranberry sauce with 
a touch of sherry and honey, mix 
with an equal amount of your fa-
vorite brown or Dijon-style mus-
tard, and if you like, throw in a 
dash of ground ginger.

However you think to use them, 
cranberries are sure to add color 
and significant nutrition to all of 
your tasty cranberry creations!

Corn nitrogen 
recommendations

With fertilizer dollars 
at a premium in 2022 
corn budgets, now is 

a great time to take a second look 
at where those dollars are going – 
and why. Since 
nitrogen is syn-
onymous with 
corn yield, it’s 
a great nutrient 
to start with.

There are a 
number of dif-
ferent ways to 
determine the 
optimum ni-
trogen (N) rate. 
K-State Soil Testing Lab recom-
mendations are based on yield 
response curves gleaned from in 
field nitrogen evaluations. They 
are regularly reviewed and updat-
ed as necessary based on changes 
in nitrogen use efficiency and 
other research findings.

The foundation is a yield goal 
times a factor of 1.6. For example, 
that means a 150 bushel per acre 
yield goal would require a base 
nitrogen rate of 240 pounds per 
acre – much higher than the 
nine tenths to one and a quarter 
pounds per bushel we usually esti-
mate? The reason is likely found in 
the other “adjustments” that fac-
tor in to most recommendations.

We account for organic matter 
based on the expectation of min-
eralization during the growing 
season accounting for 20 pounds 
of available N per acre for each 
one percent soil organic matter in 
the surface six inches. The average 
soil organic matter in Kansas is 
two percent. In the absence of an 
organic matter test, we therefore 
credit for 40 pounds of N.

That leaves the N recommenda-
tion at 200 pounds per acre – and 
more adjustments to come. A pro-
file nitrogen test is a great idea, 
but in the absence of the two-foot 
deep samples recommended to get 
an accurate number, we estimate 
(conservatively) a minimum of 30 
pounds per acre of N available in 
the profile. That drops the num-
ber to 170 pounds of N per acre.

If manure is applied, we’ll give 
credit for values provided, as well 

as other credits for irrigation wa-
ter, etc. Another credit comes 
from the previous crop. In corn/
soybean rotations, the previous 
crop soybean crop gets credit for 

40 pounds of 
N from rapid 
residue decom-
position. The 
f inal recom-
m e n d a t i o n : 
130 pounds of 
N required to 
attain a 150 
bushel per acre 
yield goal – or 
just under nine 

tenths of a pound of nitrogen per 
bushel of yield.

How/When N is applied can ef-
fect nitrogen use efficiency, too, 
with practices like delayed/split 
applications potentially increasing 
efficiency even more than “aver-
age.” That means no one nitrogen 
recommendation fits every opera-
tion – and why a periodic review 
is a good idea for optimum use of 
your fertilizer dollars. Contact me 
if you want to take a closer look.
Conservation Trees from 
the Kansas Forest Service

Tis the season for low-cost tree/
shrub seedlings from the Kansas 
Forest Service. Available to pur-
chase for conservation purposes, 
plants are one to two years old 
varying in size from eight to 18 
inches. Bareroot and container 
grown — higher survival/quick-
er establishment — seedlings are 
available with orders accepted 
through May 1 and shipped in 
mid-March.

Approved uses include wind-
breaks, wood lots, wildlife habitat, 
timber plantations and education-
al or riparian (streambank) plant-
ings — no ornamental landscape 
planting allowed. Each single 
species unit consists of 25 plants. 
Three special bundles — quail, 
pheasant or eastern pollinator 
bundle — also are available, along 
with tree planting accessories like 
tree tubes and weed barrier fabric. 
For details or an order form, visit 
http://kfs.mybigcommerce.com/ or 
request a copy from any District 
Office.

Poinsettia care

The poinsettia can be 
found everywhere right 
now — florists, nurser-

ies, grocery stores, large-scale re-
tailers, even hardware stores. As 
common as they are, you might 
wonder how to choose plants with 
confidence and care for them so 
they won’t droop before Santa 
drops down the chimney.

The poinsettia is probably the 
most familiar form of a specialized 
leaf known as a bract. The bracts 
are bright red, and they surround 
the very small flowers, which are 
usually yellow. When shopping for 
a poinsettia, K-State Research and 
Extension horticulturist Ward 
Upham suggests looking for the 
brightest yellow flowers, as those 
tend to be fresher. “Make sure 
that the green leaves are intact 
and straight, not drooping over. 
The bracts should be brightly 
colored. Check the undersides of 
the leaves for insects. The soil in 
the pot should be moist, but not 
waterlogged.”

Poinsettias are extremely sensi-

tive to cold temperatures. Trans-
porting the plant from the retailer 
to your home really is a do-or-die 
mission.

“Any temperature below 50 
degrees Fahr-
enheit for any 
length of time 
could damage 
the plant. Flo-
rists will often 
have a plastic 
s leeve  over 
them — if you 
buy one from 
another retailer, 
it’s not a bad idea to put a bag over 
it. And then go from the store to 
your vehicle, and from your ve-
hicle into the house.”

Place the plant where it can 
receive plenty of bright, indirect 
light. Avoid drafts — cold drafts, 
warm drafts, all of them. 

“A place near an outside door is 
just as bad as a place near an air 
vent,” Upham said.

Poinsettias prefer temperatures 
above 60 degrees Fahrenheit, 

which is, of course, what most 
people prefer during the winter, 
too. Perhaps the most challeng-
ing tightrope to walk in terms of 
poinsettia care is water.

“They are 
sensitive to ei-
ther over- or 
under-water-
ing,” Upham 
said. “Too little 
water can lead 
to wilt, which 
can progress 
to leaf loss and 
possibly even 

some bract loss. Too much water 
can cause root rot, and that’s just 
as bad.”

To avoid watering too soon, 
stick your finger down into the 
soil, about half an inch; if the soil 
is moist, it’s fine. Dry soil means 
the plant needs water, and it needs 
to be saturated.

“When you do water, pour on 
enough so that you see water 
draining out of the bottom of the 
pot,” Upham said. “If you have a 

tray or saucer underneath, discard 
any water that collects there.”

“Many poinsettias are sold with 
decorative foil surrounding the 
pot. You’ll need to make a hole in 
the bottom of that foil so the water 
can flow into the saucer or tray.”

Following these instructions, 
your poinsettia should last sev-
eral weeks. While it is possible 
to keep a poinsettia going from 
year to year, Upham warns that 
the blooming process is very chal-
lenging, even for the most experi-
enced plant enthusiast.

“Assuming your poinsettia 
survives the summer outdoors, 
the real work begins in Septem-
ber. Poinsettias need 12 hours of 
absolute darkness, every night, 
for about six or seven weeks. 
That means putting the plant in 
a closet, and covering it with a 
cardboard box with all the seams 
taped over.”

“Because of that, most people 
just toss them out in January or 
February, and buy another one 
next year.”

Capping Extension career

I was glad to hear the intro-
duction earlier this month 
of Richard Linton to be the 

15th president of Kansas State 
University. I certainly appreciate 
his land-grant background and 
it will serve 
him well as he 
comes to our 
state in mid-
February.

Linton cur-
rently is the 
dean of the 
College of Ag-
riculture and 
Life Sciences at 
North Carolina 
State University. He is strongly 
connected to land-grant institu-
tions, earning degrees from Vir-
ginia Tech and serving as dean at 
North Carolina State since 2012. 
Prior to that he was department 
chair of food science and technol-
ogy at the Ohio State University 
and also has been a faculty mem-
ber of the Department of Food 
Science at Purdue University. I feel 
he will help K-State move forward 
and build on positive momentum 
in Manhattan.

James McCain was university 
president for 25 years and was in 
office when I began as a student at 
K-State. Duane Acker arrived in 
1975 and I remember meeting he 
and his wife, Shirley, at Clovia 4-H 
House when they were Wednesday 
night dinner guests.

I have a copy of Acker’s book 
“Two at a Time: Reflections and 
Revelations of a Kansas State Uni-
versity Presidency and the Years 
that Followed.” When I began my 
Extension career in 1978 in Ells-
worth County, he was president 
and served until 1986. I’ve read 
the book twice but have added it 
to the top of my stack to read in 

the new year. It will bring back a 
lot of memories of my early years 
in Extension.

The Jon Wefald era brought an 
emphasis on student recruitment. 
I recall accompanying high school 

students on a 
campus visit, 
severa l who 
were 4-H’ers. 
I transferred 
to  Ja c k s on 
County Exten-
sion in 1988 
followed by the 
launch in 2006 
of the Meadow-
lark Extension 

District (Jackson, Jefferson and 
Nemaha counties).

I enjoyed the years that Kirk 
Schulz was at K-State, 2009-2016. 
That coincided with my daughter 
being a student. I am proud that 
she is among the fourth genera-
tion of my family to graduate from 
Kansas State University.

Kirk and Noel Schulz were en-
gaging and brought a lot of en-
thusiasm. It was a time of new 
building construction including 
an addition to Justin Hall, a new 
residence hall, Wefald Hall, and 
the College of Business building.

I appreciate the steady leader-
ship of current president Richard 
B. Myers during a time of univer-
sity budget cuts and the pandemic.

You see, I’ve been doing a bit 
of reflecting as I prepare to retire 
at the end of December. I value 
the lifelong learning that K-State 
Research & Extension provides 
citizens of Kansas, and the many 
life lessons I’ve had along the way. 
I’ve met many wonderful people 
and appreciate working alongside 
many volunteers who support Ex-
tension programming.
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Some officials want to move notices from 
newspapers to government-run websites, 
where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 
charge of the hen house.

When public notices
reach the public, 
everyone benefits.
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