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SAND COUNTY FOUNDATION

Kansas Leopold Conservation Award       
seeks nominees

SUBMITTED

Know a Kansas farmer, rancher or for-
estland owner who goes above and beyond 
in the care and management of natural 
resources? Nominate them for the 2022 
Kansas Leopold Conservation Award®.

Sand County Foundation and national 
sponsor American Farmland Trust (AFT) 
present the Leopold Conservation Award 
to private landowners in 23 states for ex-
traordinary achievement in voluntary 
conservation. In Kansas, the $10,000 
award is presented with Kansas Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, and the 
Ranchland Trust of Kansas (RTK).

Given in honor of renowned conserva-
tionist Aldo Leopold, the award recog-
nizes those who inspire others with their 
dedication to land, water and wildlife 
habitat management on private, working 
land. In his influential 1949 book, “A Sand 
County Almanac,” Leopold called for an 
ethical relationship between people and 
the land they own and manage.

Nominations may be submitted on be-
half of a landowner, or landowners may 
nominate themselves. Applications are 
reviewed by an independent panel of ag-
ricultural and conservation leaders.

The application can be found at www.
sandcountyfoundation.org/ApplyLCA. The 
application deadline date is June 1. Ap-
plications should be emailed to award@
sandcountyfoundation.org.

“The Leopold Conservation Award Pro-
gram provides a valuable opportunity to 
recognize the outstanding accomplish-
ments of Kansas agricultural landowners 
who are committed to strong conservation 
practices and effective stewardship,” said 
Dan Meyerhoff, Executive Director of the 
Kansas Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts (KACD).

“RTK is a proud supporter of the Leo-
pold Conservation Award in Kansas. It is 
an honor to help recognize those conser-
vationists who go above and beyond in 
the stewardship of our natural resources,” 
said Chelsea Good, Chair of the Board of 
Ranchland Trust of Kansas.

“Conserving our state’s rich and diverse 
natural resources is ingrained deeply in 
the culture of our multi-generational 
farms and ranches,” said Mike Beam, Kan-
sas Agriculture Secretary. “The Leopold 
Conservation Award serves an impor-
tant role of reminding the general public 
of how private land managers conserve 
and enhance these resources for future 
generations.”

“As a national sponsor for Sand Coun-
ty Foundation’s Leopold Conservation 

Award, American Farmland Trust cel-
ebrates the hard work and dedication of 
farmers, ranchers and forestland owners,” 
said John Piotti, AFT President and CEO. 
“At AFT we believe that conservation in 
agriculture requires a focus on the land, 
the practices and the people and this 
award recognizes the integral role of all 
three.”

“Recipients of this award are real life 
examples of conservation-minded agricul-
ture,” said Kevin McAleese, Sand County 
Foundation President and Chief Executive 
Officer. “These hard-working families are 
essential to our environment, food system 
and rural economy.”

The 2022 award will be presented in No-
vember at the KACD Annual Convention.

The 2021 recipient of the award was 
Dwane Roth of Holcomb. The first Kansas 
Leopold Conservation Award was present-
ed in 2015 to the Sproul Ranch of Sedan.

The Leopold Conservation Award Pro-
gram in Kansas is made possible thanks 
to the generous support of American 
Farmland Trust, Kansas Association of 
Conservation Districts, Ranchland Trust 
of Kansas, Sand County Foundation, Farm 
Credit Associations of Kansas, ITC Great 
Plains, Evergy, Kansas Department of 
Agriculture’s Division of Conservation, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, 
Kansas Forest Service, McDonald’s, The 
Nature Conservancy in Kansas, USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, and a Kansas Leopold Conservation 
Award recipient.

For more information on the award, 
visit www.leopoldconservationaward.org.

LEOPOLD CONSERVATION 
AWARD PROGRAM

The Leopold Conservation Award is a 
competitive award that recognizes land-
owner achievement in voluntary conser-
vation. Sand County Foundation presents 
the award in California, Colorado, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South 
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin and in 
New England (Connecticut, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island 
and Vermont) – www.leopoldconservation-
award.org.

SAND COUNTY FOUNDATION
Sand County Foundation inspires and 

empowers a growing number of private 
landowners to ethically manage natural 
resources in their care, so future gen-
erations have clean and abundant water, 
healthy soil to support agriculture and 

forestry, plentiful habitat for wildlife and 
opportunities for outdoor recreation – 
www.sandcountyfoundation.org.

AMERICAN FARMLAND 
TRUST

American Farmland Trust is the only 
national organization that takes a holistic 
approach to agriculture, focusing on the 
land itself, the agricultural practices on the 
land, and the farmers and ranchers who 
do the work. AFT launched the conserva-
tion agriculture movement and continues 
to raise public awareness through its No 
Farms, No Food message. Since its found-
ing in 1980, AFT has helped permanently 
protect over 6.5 million acres of agricul-
tural lands, advanced environmentally 
sound farming practices on millions of 
additional acres and supported thousands 
of farm families – www.farmland.org.

KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

The Kansas Association of Conserva-
tion Districts is a voluntary, non-govern-
mental, non-profit, incorporated organi-
zation composed of members from the 
conservation districts located throughout 
Kansas’ 105 counties. Through partner-
ships with federal, state and local entities, 
the Kansas Association of Conservation 
Districts has brought together groups that 
share the common goal of wise and effi-
cient conservation practices that protect 
Kansas’ natural resources. The Kansas 
Association of Conservation Districts pro-
motes and supports the establishment of 
programs dedicated to conservation and 
the organized development of Kansas 
land, water and related resources – www.
kacdnet.org.

RANCHLAND TRUST              
OF KANSAS

The Ranchland Trust of Kansas is a 
private, non-profit organization founded 
by members of the Kansas Livestock As-
sociation in 2003. The organization was 
created to provide assistance to ranchers 
and landowners who desire to conserve 
their land with conservation easements. 
Guided by their mission to preserve Kan-
sas’ ranching heritage and open spaces for 
future generations through the conserva-
tion of working landscapes, RTK values 
a commitment to conservation, respect 
for private landownership, integrity, or-
ganizational excellence and collaboration 
with those who share their values. The 
Ranchland Trust of Kansas remains an 
affiliate of the Kansas Livestock Asso-
ciation – www.ranchlandtrustofkansas.org.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF                 
WILDLIFE AND PARKS

KDWP Commission to 
meet virtually

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Wildlife and Parks 
Commission will hold its first pub-
lic meeting of 2022 on Thursday, 
Jan. 13. The public is welcomed and 
encouraged to join commissioners 
and select Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) staff 
to conduct business virtually via 
Zoom. For participation instruc-
tions, visit https://ksoutdoors.com/
KDWPT-Info/Commission/Instruc-
tions-to-Participate-in-Virtual-
Meeting. To watch live video/audio 
stream of the meeting, visit https://
ksoutdoors.com/KDWPT-Info/Com-
mission/Watch-Meetings-Here.

The public meeting will begin 
at 1 p.m. with an introduction of 
commissioners and guests, a re-
view of agenda items, approval of 
past minutes and general public 
comment on items not listed on 
the agenda.

KDWP Secretary Brad Loveless 
will provide an agency and state 
fiscal status update, followed by a 
2022 legislative update from Terry 
Bruce, legal counsel for KDWP, 
who will share the agency’s plans 
for the 2022 legislative session. 
Lastly, Nadia Reimer, KDWP chief 
of Public Affairs and engagement 
officer, will present previously-
submitted constituent inquiries 
which may require discussion by 
staff and commissioners during the 
public meeting.

Additional items to be discussed 
by commissioners include:

General Discussion (items not 
being voted on)

• An update on, and drawing 
for, 2022 commissioner big game 
permits

• Proposed dates and bag lim-
its for 2022-23 webless migratory 
game bird seasons

• Proposed dates and bag limits 
for 2022-23 waterfowl seasons

• Proposed access restrictions at 
Cheyenne Bottoms, the addition of 

refuge space on Cherokee Lowlands 
Wildlife Area and adding proper-
ties to the list of lands that require 
use of the department’s electronic 
check-in system

• Proposed dates and bag limits 
for 2022-23 deer seasons on mili-
tary installations

Workshop Session (items that 
may be voted on at a future date)

• A review of current big game 
regulations, which may include 
the tagging, transport, legal equip-
ment, management units, applica-
tion procedures and permits; no 
changes are currently being pro-
posed.

• Season dates, bag limits and 
permit regulations for pronghorn, 
including a proposal for unlimited 
archery permits for both residents 
and nonresidents.

• Season dates, bag limits and 
permits for elk; no changes are 
currently being proposed.

• The use of forward-facing sonar 
while fishing

• Current crappie management 
practices

• Umbrella rigs for fishing
• And, an update on Chronic 

Wasting Disease in Kansas
No items will be voted on dur-

ing the commission’s Jan. 13 public 
meeting.

To view the Jan. 13 meeting 
agenda, visit https://ksoutdoors.
com/KDWP-Info/Commission/
Meeting-Schedule/January-13-2022.

An interpreter for the hearing 
impaired can be requested by call-
ing the Kansas Commission for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at 
1-800-432-0698. Any individual 
with a disability may request other 
accommodations by contacting the 
Commission secretary at (620) 672-
5911.

The next KDWP Commission 
meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 31, at the Topeka and 
Shawnee County Public Library in 
Topeka.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Eligibility for COVID-19 booster   
shot expanded

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) has expand-
ed eligibility for the COVID-19 vaccine 
booster shot and additional primary dose 
for immunocompromised children fol-
lowing authorization from the Food & 
Drug Administration (FDA) and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). KDHE has authorized the 
2,000 plus COVID-19 vaccine providers 
across Kansas to begin administering the 
booster shot and additional primary dose 
to eligible populations.

“It has been proven that the COVID-19 
vaccine is effective and is the best tool to 
protect you and your loved ones from 
serious illness, hospitalization and death. 
Our hospitals continue to report that 
the large majority of patients hospital-
ized with COVID, particularly those on 
ventilators, are not vaccinated,” Acting 
Secretary Janet Stanek said. “Today’s an-
nouncement to expand eligibility opens 
up the COVID-19 vaccine booster shot 
to an additional 36,000 children who re-
ceived their primary series at least five 
months ago. The Pfizer booster shot is 
shown to increase the neutralizing anti-
bodies by 25-fold compared to just two 
doses. Now is the best time to get the 
booster shot or get the primary series if 
you have not gotten it to protect yourself 
and your family.”

The following updates were made to 
COVID-19 booster shot eligibility:

• Children ages 12-15 are now eligible 
for a COVID-19 vaccine booster. Today, 
the CDC authorized the Pfizer-BioNTech 

COVID-19 booster shot for children ages 
12-15 to be administered five months 
after completing their Pfizer-BioNTech 
primary series. 36,474 of the 68,476 chil-
dren who have completed the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech primary series are now eligible 
to receive the vaccine booster.

• Shortened booster waiting period. 
People can now receive a booster shot 
five months after completing the Pfizer-
BioNTech primary series. This change 
comes following the Jan. 4 announce-
ment by the CDC. The waiting period 
for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine (two 
months) or the Moderna vaccine (six 
months) has not changed. The CDC has 
listed the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna 
as the preferred COVID-19 vaccine. Ad-
ditionally, the CDC allows for mix and 
match dosing for booster shots.

The following update was made to the 
additional primary dose eligibility for 
immunocompromised people:

• Moderately or severely immuno-
compromised children ages 5-11 can 
now receive an additional primary dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine administered 28 
days after their second shot. This change 
comes following the Jan. 4 announce-
ment by the CDC.

KDHE continues to urge Kansans to 
use the following tools to protect against 
COVID-19 and the Omicron variant:

• Get vaccinated and boosted. Vaccines 
remain the best tool to protect people 
from COVID-19, slow transmission and 
reduce the likelihood of new variants 
emerging. The authorized COVID-19 
vaccines are highly effective in prevent-
ing serious illness, hospitalizations, and 

death. The COVID-19 vaccines approved 
or authorized in the United States are 
expected to protect against serious ill-
ness, hospitalizations, and death in peo-
ple infected with the Omicron variant, 
especially for people who have received 
a booster. COVID-19 vaccines are now 
authorized for people ages five and over. 
Moderately or severely immunocompro-
mised people ages five and over should 
receive an additional primary dose of 
vaccine 28 days after their second shot. 
The COVID-19 booster shots are autho-
rized for all people ages 12 and over. To 
find a vaccine near you, visit www.Vac-
cines.gov. 

• Wear a mask. Masks offer protection 
against all variants. It is recommended 
that people in Kansas wear a well-fitting 
mask in public indoor settings, where 
COVID-19 transmission remains high, 
regardless of vaccination status.  

• Get tested. If you are sick or have been 
in close contact with someone diagnosed 
with COVID-19, it is recommended that 
you get tested for COVID-19. COVID-19 
tests are available across Kansas. Go to 
www.KnowBeforeYouGoKS.com to find a 
free testing location near you. At-home 
tests are available for purchase at grocery 
stores and pharmacies. If a positive re-
sult is received through an at-home test, 
people should follow up with a health 
care provider for a confirmation test. 

• Social distance. People should avoid 
large gatherings and stay at least six feet 
from others when in public settings, es-
pecially if you are at higher risk of get-
ting sick.  

MEDIA ALERT

Area teenager in 
need of life-saving 
transplant

SUBMITTED

With the cost of a life-sav-
ing transplant often exceeding 
$800,000, most transplant families 
are unable to shoulder that finan-
cial burden. The Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association (COTA) 
is a national 501(c)3 charity dedi-
cated to organizing and guiding 
communities in raising funds for 
transplant-related expenses. In 
Havensville, volunteers are rais-
ing funds for COTA in honor of 
transplant patients like local teen-
ager John Morbeto.

John is the son of Adam and Jen-
nifer Morbeto. Born in 2007, John 
was diagnosed with End Stage Re-
nal Disease. The transplant team at 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., 
recommends a life-saving kidney 
transplant.

Havensville volunteers are rais-
ing $80,000 for COTA to assist with 
transplant-related expenses.

Volunteers are needed for this 
COTA community campaign. In-
dividuals and groups interested in 
more information should contact 
Community Coordinator Rose 
Marie Wyss at rosemariewyss@ho-
tmail.com or 505-280-2169. Media 
representatives should contact the 
Public Relations Coordinator Wyss 
at rosemariewyss@hotmail.com or 
505-280-2169 for more information 

about the family or the COTA com-
munity fundraising effort.

COTA helps transplant families 
avoid financial devastation. Trans-
plant procedure costs range from 
$100,000 to more than $800,000. 
Once the transplant is complete, 
families face significant trans-
plant-related expenses, including 
medication, transportation to and 
from the transplant center, lodging, 
and expenses while parents are out 
of work and often living with the 
hospitalized child far from home. 
These out-of-pocket expenses add 
up to tens of thousands of dollars 
annually for transplant families 
with lifetime totals often exceed-
ing $1,000,000. In cases where a 
shortfall exists, COTA helps bridge 
the financial gap.

John’s family has asked for as-
sistance from the Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association. One hun-
dred percent of all funds raised for 
COTA in honor of patients assist 
with transplant-related expenses.

Contributions may be sent to 
the Children’s Organ Transplant 
Association, 2501 West COTA 
Drive, Bloomington, Indiana, 
47403. Checks should be made 
payable to COTA, with “In Honor 
of John the Warrior” written on 
the memo line. Secure credit card 
gifts are accepted online at www.
COTAforJohntheWarrior.com.
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January is Radon Action Month

Because of its odorless, 
tasteless and colorless 
ways, radon can be a si-

lent killer and unfortunately, it’s 
fairly prevalent in Kansas soils. 
The radioactive gas that occurs 
naturally in some soils is the num-
ber one cause of lung cancer in 
non-smokers. 

Radon claims the lives of about 
21,000 Americans every year, ac-
cording to the EPA. But there are 
ways to test for it and mitigate 
it. To help raise awareness and 
encourage people to have their 
homes tested, the EPA has deemed 
January as National Radon Action 
Month.

The Kansas Radon Program 
encourages all homeowners to 
test for radon. Test kits can be 
obtained from your Meadowlark 
Extension District offices located 
in Seneca, Holton or Oskaloosa. 

These kits include the testing kit, 
information to send off for the lab 
analysis and return postage. Cur-
rently, the cost of radon kits is $6, 
but once our stock is used up the 
cost will go up.

More than 112,000 radon mea-
surements have been reported in 
Kansas, according to the Kansas 
Department of Health and Envi-
ronment. The agency indicated 
that the statewide average indoor 
radon level in Kansas is 4.9 pico-

curies of radon per liter (pCi/L), 
which is above the EPA threshold 
of 4.0.

For homeowners who test and 
find elevated radon levels in their 
homes, the most common tech-
nique to reduce it is called Active 
Soil Depressurization. An ASD 
mitigation system is a permanent-
ly-installed pipe-and-fan system 
that places a direct constant 
vacuum on the soil beneath the 
home’s foundation, so the amount 
of radon that can penetrate into 
the living space is reduced. 

More information about radon, 
testing and mitigation is available 
at kansasradonprogram.org/home 
or by calling the Kansas Radon 
Hotline at 1-800-693-5343. For 
more information, please contact 
Cindy Williams, csw@ksu.edu, or 
by calling 785-863-2212.  

N fixation in 
soybeans

In our corn/soybean rota-
tion budgets, nitrogen rates 
and the related costs are a 

big factor in whether the crop is 
profitable or not. With fertilizer 
prices where they are today, we 
should be very happy soybeans do 
such an efficient job of producing 
their own N.

Soybeans capture atmospheric 
nitrogen through a symbiotic 
relationship with soil bacteria 
in a process called biological N 
fixation. This fixation process in 
short means despite the fact ni-
trogen needs by the soybean crop 
are fairly high, supplemental N is 
seldom needed. In fact, a 70 bushel 
per acre soybean crop has a to-
tal N uptake of over 300 pounds 
per acre (over 50 percent of that 
coming after the full pod stage) 
– and no added N is needed. The 
nitrogen needs are met by a com-
bination of N in the soil reservoir 
and the aforementioned biological 
fixation.

A 2016 study across 23 Midwest 
locations investigated the effect of 
nitrogen fertilizer applications on 
the nitrogen fixation process. The 
results: neither yield nor protein 
were affected by added N appli-
cations, further reinforcing the 
need for a focus on making sure 
the biological fixation process is 
optimized. In fact, the study even 
showed a decrease in the biologi-
cal fixation process when nitrogen 
was added to the system.

Soybean research just like this 
will be part of the program for 
the K-State Soybean Production 
School coming to the Northeast 
Kansas Heritage Complex south of 
Holton on Tuesday, Jan. 25. Fertil-
ity, weed control and insect man-
agement also will be discussed. 
For information, see the f lyer 
(with registration information) 
at https://www.meadowlark.k-state.
edu/docs/crops-soils/event-flyers/
KSU%20Soybean%20Schools.pdf or 
contact the Holton Office of the 
Meadowlark Extension District 
at (785) 364-4125 (e-mail dhal-
laue@ksu.edu). Registrations are 
requested by Friday, Jan. 14.

K-State Garden Hour 
Webinar Series

Hosted by K-State Research and 
Extension horticulture staff across 
the state, the K-State Garden Hour 
is one hour a month of great gar-
dening information you won’t 
want to miss. Forty-five-minute 
training sessions are held the first 
Wednesday of each month at noon 
followed by a question and answer 
period with the presenter and oth-
er KSU Horticulture specialists.

The first session on vegetable 
varieties is in the books. All ses-
sions are recorded for later review, 
with last year’s sessions available 
as well. Check out what the series 
has to offer by visiting the KSU 
Horticulture Information Center 
at https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/
info-center/k-state-garden-hour-
webinar-series/k_state_garden_
hour.html.
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Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Have a favorite recipe?
Share it with us!

TO SUBMIT RECIPE:
- Email your recipe to:                 

recipes@sabethaherald.com.

- Drop off a copy of your recipe to:      
1024 Main Street.

- Make sure to include:                    
whose recipe it is, ingredients, 

instructions and any special tips.

If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page 
for all readers to enjoy!

How are we stacking up?
 Questions? Concerns? Compliments? Don’t hesitate to contact us!
    by email to sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com | by phone to 786-284-3300 | in person at 1024 Main Street in Sabetha{ }


