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ARC/PLC decision date

This is your friendly re-
minder of the March 15 
deadline (don’t wait until 

the last minute – signatures may 
take time) for making your annu-
al election between Agricultural 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC). Things have 
changed since the last election, and 
it’s time to make a decision once 
again on the program of choice to 
best fit your operation.

Some important points to “re-
cap” the programs. First, the 2022 
election will apply to the 2022 
harvested crops. Second, that mar-
keting year for fall crops is Sept. 1, 
2022, through Aug. 31, 2023, (the 
wheat marketing year is June 1, 
2022, to May 31, 2023). In short, 
your decision is going to be made 
using prices that may/may not be 
similar to what we see today.

To summarize what to expect 
out of enrollment in one of these 
programs, think in terms of how 
prices/yields may vary during the 
marketing year. For example, if 
commodity prices remain above 
reference prices and county yields 
are average or above (a great sce-
nario, actually), no PLC or ARC 
payments would be seen. If com-
modity prices remain high but 
yields are below average (county 
level yields), no PLC payments 
will be made, but ARC County 
payments might.

If yields stay average or above, 
but prices drop below the reference 

price: PLC payments will be made, 
but ARC-CO payments aren’t 
likely – unless prices are very low. 
If yields are below average at the 
county level and prices fall below 
reference prices as well, PLC will 
pay and ARC-CO payments will 
be made as well (though they may 
not be as large as PLC).

While what you choose is based 
on a different market than in the 
past, the same selection princi-
pals remain: if you want primarily 
protection against falling prices, 
PLC is a good option. If you want 
to protect against revenue losses 
(price and county level yield factors 
together), ARC-CO might be your 
preference.

Analysis by KSU Ag Economists 
to help in your decision making 
process can be found at https://
www.agmanager.info/crop-insur-
ance/risk-management-strategies/
arc-or-plc-question, with commen-
tary to help explain the ins and 
outs of each program and links to 
price projections, and a decision 
making spreadsheet tool as well.

Tree Starting Success
If you go to the effort to plant 

trees, you want them to be success-
ful. One practice you can imple-
ment to help attain that success is 
weed control around those young 
trees.

Research by three KSU Horticul-
ture Specialists showed the value 
of weed control by a comparison of 
pecan and redbud seedlings started 
under different conditions. One 
had bare soil (maintained with her-
bicides around it). A second had 
the area under the tree mulched 
three inches deep. Three other 
treatments allowed different grass 
species (fescue, bluegrass and Ber-
muda) to grow around the base. 
All were watered and fertilized ap-
propriately. The findings?

No differences were found be-
tween bare soil and mulch, but all 
three treatments where grass was 
allowed around the base showed 
reduced growth as compared to 
treatments with no basal competi-
tion. Tree and turf species differ-
ences did emerge, but all pointed 
to this: grasses must be controlled 
under a newly transplanted tree 
to get the best possible growth. A 
good rule of thumb suggests con-
trol to a minimum of three feet 
from the trunk.

Tree planting time is just around 
the corner. Start planning for suc-
cess now.

Fruit trees, frost

If you are considering purchasing fruit 
trees this spring, there are certain fac-
tors that should be considered for some 

of our fruit tree species. Spring in Kansas is 
often unsettled with apricot and peach tree 
flowers being very vulnerable to late frosts that 
can kill fruit buds. Of course, 
the tree itself will be fine, but 
there will be no to little fruit 
for that year.

Other species of trees also 
can be affected, but apricots 
and peaches are by far the 
most sensitive. Also, the 
closer a tree is to full bloom, 
the more sensitive it becomes 
to frost. Apricots are more 
likely to have frost kill f lowers than peaches 
because they bloom a bit earlier.

Though there are late-blooming apricot va-
rieties, the differences between full bloom on 
early and late-blooming varieties appears to 
be slight. Research at Virginia Tech in the 90s 
showed a maximum of a four-day difference 
between early and late varieties.

However, in some years that may be all that 
is needed. The trees in the study that were 
considered late blooming included Hungar-
ian Rose, Tilton and Harlayne. Harglow was 
not included in the study, but also is con-
sidered late-blooming. See https://pubs.ext.
vt.edu/422/422-761/422-761.html for more info.

Peaches are next on the list for being likely 
to be caught by a late frost. With peaches, two 
characteristics become important when consid-
ering whether they will be damaged. Like apri-
cots, bloom time is very important, but fruit 
bud hardiness also should be considered. In 
this case, fruit bud hardiness refers to hardiness 
to late frosts rather than the ability to survive 

extreme low temperatures during the winter. 
Late bloomers include “China Pearl,” “Encore,” 
“Intrepid” and “Risingstar.” See http://aces.
nmsu.edu/pubs/research/horticulture/RR782.
pdf for more info.

The “Intrepid” cultivar also has shown 
excellent cold hardiness 
when in flower. See http://
www.google.com/patents/
USPP12357 for more info.

So, are there other con-
siderations when looking at 
possible frost damage? Loca-
tion can be very important. 
Planting on a hill which 
allows cold air to drain to 
lower elevations can help. 

Also, a location in town will be more likely to 
have a warmer micro-climate than an exposed 
location.

Some gardeners will add a heat source under 
a tree during cold nights if they are close to a 
building. Heat lamps and charcoal briquettes 
are sometimes used, but safety should be the 
first consideration.

Fruit Trees May Be Pruned Now
This time of year is a good time to think 

about pruning fruit trees. The pruning can 
be done in February or March. Pruning when 
temperatures are below 20 degrees Fahren-
heit is not advisable due to possible injury. It 
is important to prune before dormant sprays 
are applied to avoid pruning out sprayed wood 
and discarding it.

Also, you are more likely to get total coverage 
of limbs, branches and shoots after you have 
pruned. Prune older trees first because older, 
larger wood tolerates lower temperatures than 
young trees with small diameter wood.

KANSAS DAY

Celebrate Kansas’ 161st birthday
SUBMITTED

Kansas Day is this Saturday, 
Jan. 29, and Kansas Tourism is 
inviting everyone to help cel-
ebrate our state’s 161st birthday. 
This annual commemoration of 
Kansas’ statehood is designed 
to help us reflect on our state’s 
history while highlighting the 
things that make Kansas spe-
cial. Kansas Tourism is proud 
to elevate the holiday with new 
appreciation and pride for our 
state.

“Kansans are famously hum-
ble people — it’s not in our na-
ture to boast,” said Bridgette 
Jobe, Kansas Director of Tour-

ism. “But this Kansas Day, we are 
shouting from the rooftops our 
love for our beautiful, unique, 
exciting and welcoming state. 
We invite all Kansans and those 
who love Kansas to join in our 
celebration.”

There are several ways to get 
in on the statewide social tribute. 
Details can be found in the Kan-
sas Day toolkit at www.TravelKS.
com/KansasDay.

To participate:
First, on Saturday, Jan. 29, 

make your own special salute to 
the Sunflower State on your so-
cial media channels. Make sure 
to use the “To the Stars” format 
and #ToTheStarsKS as outlined 

in the toolkit.
Second, Kansas Tourism is 

premiering a new video tribute 
for Kansas Day 2022. Make sure 
you are following Kansas Tour-
ism on social media to watch and 
share the new video. Surprises 
are in store for those that engage 
with and share the video! A lucky 
few participants may win a “To 
the Stars” Gear Giveaway. Stay 
tuned to the Kansas Tourism 
social channels for more infor-
mation.

Third, print out a Kansas Day 
poster to hang in your busi-
ness window, classroom, office 
or community announcement 
board to share the Kansas Day 

excitement. The free poster 
download is available in the 
toolkit.

Finally, get your official Kan-
sas Tourism “To the Stars” gear at 
www.TravelKS.com to show your 
Kansas pride year-round. A new 
limited-edition series featuring a 
custom Kansas inspired design 
by Hutchinson artist Brady Scott 
is now available.

Additional information and 
educational resources also can be 
found on the Kansas Day toolkit.

Follow Kansas Tourism on 
social media:

• https://www.facebook.com/
TravelKS

• https://www.instagram.com/

kansastourism/
• https://twitter.com/travelks

ABOUT THE KANSAS 
TOURISM DIVISION

The mission of the Kansas 
Tourism Division is to inspire 
travel to and throughout Kansas 
to maximize the positive impacts 
that tourism has on our state and 
local communities. Kansas Tour-
ism is a division of the Kansas 
Department of Commerce and 
works hand in hand with other 
Commerce community pro-
grams to elevate and promote 
Kansas as a tourist destination. 

Kansas Tourism oversees all 
tourism marketing and PR for 

the state, produces travel pub-
lications and advertising, man-
ages the states travel website 
www.TravelKS.com, manages 
state Travel Information Cen-
ters, manages both the Kansas 
By-ways program and the Kansas 
Agritourism program, approves 
tourist signage applications, pro-
duces the KANSAS! Magazine, 
and provides financial and edu-
cational support to the tourism 
industry in Kansas through 
grants, education and support.

The “To the Stars” marketing 
campaign developed by Kansas 
Tourism honors the states motto 
of Ad Astra Per Aspera.
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