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FEDERAL DISASTER

Governor 
Kelly requests 
funding 
for Dec. 15 
storms

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly sent a request to President 
Joe Biden through the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, asking for a major presidential decla-
ration for the Public Assistance Program because of 
damage resulting from severe storms with extreme 
high winds on Dec. 15, 2021.

In the request, Kelly said the storm system gener-
ated wind gusts ranging from 60 to 100 miles per 
hour, causing widespread damage. The high winds 
and dry conditions also led to wildfires that burned 
more than 160,000 acres and resulted in the deaths 
of two people. Kelly’s letter said the weather event 
was of an extremely rare nature, citing information 
from the Topeka office of the National Weather 
Service that registered 90 mph winds at 4,000 feet, 
which was stronger than any winds recorded at that 
level since 1955.

Joint preliminary damaged estimates placed the 
total damages for all involved counties in excess of 
$15 million. Kelly’s request is for federal funding 
to help restore damaged public utilities, roads and 
bridges.

“Severe storm damages can be bad enough,” Kelly 
said, “but to add to that, the losses caused by wild-
fires creates a heavy financial burden on our Kansas 
counties. I am requesting this disaster declaration 
to help our counties repair the damages caused by 
these storms and wildfires and get things back to 
normal for our citizens.”

STATE OF KANSAS

Ideas requested for allocation of COVID funds
SUBMITTED

The Strengthening People and Revitalizing 
Kansas (SPARK) Executive Committee is invit-
ing Kansans to share their investment ideas for 
the allocation of federal coronavirus relief funds 
allocated to Kansas through the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) of March 2021.

“This money offers the opportunity to make 
strategic investments that will have long-term 
positive impacts on our state,” said Governor 
Laura Kelly. “It is vital to the recovery efforts that 
we have input from Kansans across the state – 
everyone should have a seat at the table.”

This provides a chance for Kansans to make 
their voice heard as we rebuild our economy 
and recover from the impacts of COVID-19. 
The SPARK Executive Committee oversees the 
development of recommendations for the dis-
tribution of ARPA State Fiscal Recovery Funds 
(SFRF), assisted by the four SPARK Advisory 
Panels: Health and Education, Efficiency and 
Modernization, Economic Revitalization, and 
Connectivity. The SPARK Executive Commit-
tee then presents recommendations to the State 
Finance Council to distribute the SFRF allocated 
to the State of Kansas. 

The online submission form for proposing a 
SPARK investment idea is available at https://
covid.ks.gov/spark-submission-form/. Currently, 
SPARK is requesting proposals for program-level 

investments. The four Advisory Panels may con-
sider these submissions as part of the process to 
determine investment priorities and make recom-
mendations to the SPARK Executive Committee. 
Advisory Panels will begin meeting in the coming 
weeks.

“This is an historic opportunity for Kansans 
to have direct input in how these funds are uti-
lized to benefit our state long term,” said Senate 
President Masterson. “I look forward to reviewing 
the investments ideas that our citizens submit 
and working with the Advisory Panels to identify 
the investments that will best position our state 
moving forward.”

In making decisions, SPARK will adhere to the 
following guiding principles:

• Prioritize sustainable programs and invest-
ments through one-time use of funds vs. substan-
tial expansion of existing services.

• Combine with/leverage local and agency 
funds to maximize use of discretionary funds.

• Foster long-term systemic impact for Kansans.
• Consider equitable opportunities and out-

comes.
• Enable flexibility within investment strategies.
• Ensure results are measurable to enable track-

ing and transparency.
“The SPARK Executive Committee heard many 

great investment ideas from the citizens of Kansas 
at our regional meetings across the state,” said 
House Speaker Ron Ryckman. “The investment 

ideas submitted through this form will allow 
SPARK to further engage with the citizens of 
Kansas while determining investment priorities.”

Interested parties are instructed to complete the 
submission form in its entirety. The submission 
period will close on Feb. 16.

Once submitted, investment ideas will be avail-
able for review by Advisory Panel members. By 
submitting an investment idea, interested parties 
acknowledge that SPARK staff may follow up with 
them for additional details. Submission does not 
guarantee assignment to or further consideration 
by an Advisory Panel and that additional infor-
mation will not be reviewed unless requested.

Interested parties also are encouraged to famil-
iarize themselves on allowable uses of SFRF. An 
overview of the Treasury Department’s Final Rule 
summarizing eligibility provisions for using SFRF 
can be found at https://home.treasury.gov/system/
files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule-Overview.pdf, while 
the entire Final Rule is available at https://home.
treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule.
pdf. Please note that not all investment ideas will 
fit within the allowable uses of SFRF.

An FAQ document on the submission form is 
available at https://covid.ks.gov/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/01/20220124_Submission-Form-FAQ-
Doc_vFinal-Branded.pdf. If there are any questions 
on completing the submission form, please contact 
SPARKTaskForce@ks.gov.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

Financial 
health of 
farms to be 
measured

SUBMITTED

In late December, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) began gathering information 
about farm economics and production practices 
from farms and ranches across Kansas, as the 
agency conducts the third and final phase of 
the 2021 Agricultural Resource Management 
Survey (ARMS).

“ARMS is the only program that measures 
the current financial health of Kansas agri-
cultural producers and their households as a 
whole,” said Doug Bounds, NASS Kansas State 
Statistician. “The results of this survey will help 
inform decisions on local and federal policies 
and programs that affect Kansas farms and 
farm families.”

To obtain the most accurate data, NASS will 
reach out to more than 30,000 producers na-
tionwide, including 1,800 in Kansas, between 
December and April. The survey asks pro-
ducers to provide in-depth information about 
their operating revenues, production costs and 
household characteristics.

The 2021 ARMS survey includes a version of 
the questionnaire focused on farm costs and 
returns for conventional and organic dairy and 
corn operations. This year, the survey also in-
cludes questions to help measure any impacts 
of COVID-19 on farms, farm and household 
finances, and off-farm employment.

“In February, our interviewers will begin 
reaching out to those farmers who have not 
yet responded,” Bounds said. “We appreciate 
their time and are here to help them with the 
questionnaire so their information will con-
tinue supporting sound agricultural decision-
making.”

In addition to producing accurate informa-
tion, NASS has strong safeguards in place to 
protect the confidentiality of all farmers who 
respond to its surveys. The agency will only 
publish data in an aggregate form, ensuring 
the confidentiality of all responses and that 
no individual respondent or operation can be 
identified.

The expense data gathered in ARMS will 
be published in the annual Farm Production 
Expenditures report on July 29. That report 
and others are available at www.nass.usda.gov/
Publications. More reports based on ARMS 
data and more information about ARMS are 
available at www.ers.usda.gov/arms.

KANSAS CORN GROWERS ASSOCIATION

Kansas Corn announces Kansas 
Yield Contest winners

Submitted
Despite challenging growing conditions in 

some areas, the Kansas Corn Yield Contest 
was highly competitive throughout the state. 
Josh Koehn of Gray County had the top yield in 
the state contest with an irrigated yield of 330 
bushels per acre in the 2021 Kansas Corn Yield 
Contest sponsored by Kansas Corn and K-State 
Research and Extension. This is the first year 
for the combined registration of the state-level 
yield contest and National Corn Yield Contest, 
bringing greater competition and entries.

Top yield contest entries for the Kansas con-
test came from Jeff Koelzer of Pottawatomie 
County in the dryland division with a yield of 
320.1 bushels per acre; and Josh Koehn of Gray 
County in the irrigated division with a yield of 
330.28 bushels per acre. Eight of the 35 winning 
entries surpassed the 300 bushels per acre mark.

The contest awarded dryland and irrigated 
winners in ten districts, along with one statewide 
dryland and one statewide irrigated winner. The 
winners were recognized at the Kansas Corn 
Symposium on Thursday, Jan. 27, in Salina.

The Kansas Corn Yield Contest was created 
to recognize high-yielding Kansas corn farmers 
and gain information to improve practices and 
increase efficiency for greater sustainability and 
profitability. Sharing the data collected among 
Kansas farmers benchmarks the corn yields and 
provides information for improving manage-
ment practices.

Local winners in the Kansas Corn Yield Con-
test:

NORTHEAST | DISTRICT 7
Irrigated
First Place: Alex Noll of Jefferson County, 

Yield 311.7 bushels per acre, DEKALB DKC70-
27RIB;

Second Place: Dean/Victor Menold of Brown 
County, Yield 276.68 bushels per acre, Beck’s 
Hybrids 6256AM;

Third Place: David Olson of Brown County, 
Yield 270.06 bushels per acre, Pioneer P1572AM.

NORTH NORTHEAST | DISTRICT 10
Dryland
First Place: Jason Taylor of Doniphan County, 

Yield 305.02 bushels per acre, Taylor Seed Farms 
8013;

Second Place: Robert Henry of Brown County, 
Yield 259.57 bushels per acre, Pioneer P1572AM;

Third Place: Alex Noll of Doniphan County, 
Yield 248.42 bushels per acre, DEKALB DKC66-
75RIB.

Kansas Corn Growers Association President Brent Rogers, left, and Kansas Corn CEO Greg Krissek, right, honor Robert Henry as the 
second place winner of the North Northeast District 10 Dryland Corn Yield Contest.        Submitted
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DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor 
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will not fact check the information included in letters to the editor. 
All information will be left as presented by the author. 

Teen brain develops in stages

Ever wonder why teens do 
what they do? Why do 
they take so many risks? 

How can they sleep so much? Why 
are friends now seemingly more 
important than parents? How can 
they play video games for hours 
on end?

Many of these questions can be 
answered when you know how the 
adolescent brain develops. Until 
recently, it was believed that most 
of the brain development occurred 
at early stages, but with new tech-
nology available, it’s known that 
there is a tremendous amount of 
brain development happening 
during the teen years.

Part of the brain – where 
physical coordination, emotion 
and motivations are controlled – 
matures first. Later, the part of 

the brain that is responsible for 
decision making, considering 
consequences and making good 
judgment will 
develop. That 
maturing pro-
cess is not fully 
completed until 
age 25! Drugs 
and a lcohol 
c o n s u m e d 
during those 
developing year 
are particularly 
dangerous.

This information has huge im-
plications when you think about 
risks that teens are willing to take. 
Instead of pulling away, parents 
need to keep involved with their 
teens. Even though teens may re-
sist it, the parents’ role is to help 

their teens make good judgments. 
That does not mean becoming a 
“helicopter” parent, hovering over 

every move. It 
does mean set-
ting realistic 
boundaries and 
expectat ions 
for your teen. 
Allow them to 
make as many 
decisions as 
possible, and 
to fail at times, 
but try to step 

in when their safety is concerned. 
Parents also can help teens di-

rect their desire for risk-taking 
into constructive avenues. Partici-
pating in sports is one-way teens 
can test their limits, but within a 
safe environment. If they are not 

interested in sports, there are oth-
er ways to take risks. Encourage 
them to step out of their comfort 
zone and learn a new skill – pos-
sibly something that could lead to 
a future career.

Volunteer in places where they 
can give of their talent and time to 
others. Combine an interest with 
the risk of being an entrepreneur 
– start their own business!

Parents can take heart in 
knowing that many typical teen 
behaviors can be explained by 
understanding what is happen-
ing with brain development. Pick 
your battles carefully, realizing 
that teen’s ability to make good 
decisions is a work in progress. 
Parenting a teen is a marathon, 
not a sprint!

Plants recommended   
for Kansas

Redoing a landscape? 
Whether it be landscape 
plants, turfgrass or even 

vegetable crops, sometimes a point 
in the right di-
rection can be 
of value. If you 
have had trou-
ble finding a 
listing of plants 
recommended 
for Kansas , 
visit our web 
page devoted 
to this topic at 
http://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/
info-center/recommended-plants/.

You’ll see links to a wide vari-
ety of plants including iris, day-

lilies, fruit, vegetables, turfgrass, 
low-maintenance roses and trees 
(tree recommendations are broken 
out by areas of the state). There’s 

even a list of 
recommended 
low water use 
plants.

If you’re a 
visual person, 
they also have 
images of hun-
dreds of variet-
ies of iris, day-
lilies, roses and 

peonies found in the University 
Gardens Collection Gardens at 
http://www.k-state.edu/gardens/
gardens/collections/.

Use a planting calendar

If you start vegetable plants 
indoors, it is often help-
ful to list seeding dates on 

a calendar so 
that plants are 
ready for trans-
planting at the 
proper time. To 
do this, choose 
your transplant 
date and count 
back the num-
ber of weeks 
necessary to 
grow your own 
transplants. For example, cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower are usu-
ally transplanted in late March to 
early April. It takes eight weeks 
from seeding to transplant size. 
Therefore, plants should be seeded 
in early February. 

Below are examples of some 
common vegetables grown for 
transplants and a recommended 
date for seeding. Dates are Satur-
days, as this is when many home-
owners have the most free time. 
The dates are not set in stone, and 
a week earlier or later will not ruin 
the plants.

Also, you may want to seed a 
week or two earlier if you are in 
southern Kansas and possibly a 

week later if you 
are in northern 
Kansas. Cal-
endars can be 
reused year 
after year by a 
slight reset of 
the dates. Also 
keep notes on 
how well the 
t r a n s p l a n t s 
did so you can 

tweak the planting schedule. Your 
conditions may result in plants 
that need a bit more or a bit less 
time.

Crop seeding date – transplant 
date:

• Cabbage, Broccoli and Cau-
liflower — Plant: Feb. 6 – Trans-
plant: April 3;

• Lettuce (if you grow trans-
plants) — Plant: Feb. 6 – Trans-
plant: April 3;

• Peppers — Plant: March 20 – 
Transplant: May 15;

• Tomatoes — Plant: March 27 
– Transplant: May 8.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION

A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share 
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it! 

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA to conduct first Agroforestry Survey
Submitted

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
is conducting the first-ever Na-
tional Agroforestry Survey. Data 
collection began Tuesday, Feb. 1, 
and will conclude Tuesday, April 
5. NASS will mail the survey to 
approximately 250 farmers and 
ranchers in Kansas to gather in-
formation on the five agroforestry 
practices used for climate, conser-
vation and production benefits, 
including windbreaks, silvopas-
ture, riparian forest buffers and 
alley cropping, as well as forest 
farming and multi-story cropping.

“In this first-ever survey, ag 

producers have the opportunity 
to share the different ways they 
manage valuable agroforestry re-
sources,” said Kansas State Stat-
istician Doug Bounds. “The data 
will inform programs and policy 
to benefit both the landowners 
and farmers as well as the envi-
ronment.”

The survey is conducted coop-
eratively with the USDA National 
Agroforestry Center (NAC), which 
is a partnership between USDA’s 
Forest Service and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. The 
NAC will release the summarized 
data in studies, press releases and 
publications such as highlights. 
Highlights will give an overview 

of how agroforestry practices are 
used in regions across the United 
States. 

“Information shared directly 
from farmers and ranchers is 
one of the best ways to learn what 
works and what doesn’t in agro-
forestry. We will use the data to 
discover the most effective, effi-
cient and profitable ways climate-
smart agroforestry practices are 
used, and share what we learn in 
a series of research reports to ben-
efit U.S. farmers and ranchers,” 
said NAC Research Program Lead 
Matthew Smith.

Producers can respond to the 
survey securely online at www.ag-
counts.usda.gov or by mail. The 

survey will take no longer than 
50 minutes to complete if pro-
ducers have all five agroforestry 
practices on their operations. Re-
sponse time will be shorter if there 
are fewer practices to report. The 
information provided by farm-
ers and ranchers is protected by 
federal law (Title V, Subtitle A, 
Public Law 107-347), which keeps 
respondent identity, operation and 
answers confidential.

For more information, visit 
www.nass.usda.gov/go/Agroforest-
ry. For assistance with the survey, 
please call 888-424-7828.

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER

Grain handling safety: don’t sidestep the principles
SUBMITTED

“There is a direct correlation between out-of-
condition grain and an increased likelihood of 
worker exposure to entrapment situations,” accord-
ing to Purdue University’s 2020 Summary of U.S. 
Agricultural Confined Space-Related Injuries and 
Fatalities. “Whenever a farmer or elevator employee 
has to ‘fight’ to get the grain to flow out of [a bin], 
there is a strong temptation to bypass safe work 
practices before entering the structure in order to 
keep the grain flowing.”

Identifying grain handling safety principles is one 
of the aims of Central States Center for Agricultural 
Safety and Health (CS-CASH). This University 
of Nebraska Medical Center group (https://www.
unmc.edu/publichealth/feedyard/) is conducting two 
research projects (funded by National Institutes of 
Occupational Safety and Health) that are designed 
to make a positive impact on the sustainability of 
cattle feedyards through increased safety and health 
efforts.

Sometimes, a crusted layer forms on the surface 
of grain inside a bin or within the grain mass. That 
leads to a void above the outlets as grain is removed 
from the bin. If the crusted grain breaks up during 
the removal process, it may block the bin outlets, 
reducing or stopping the flow. In other situations, 
vertically crusted grain can cling to the walls of 
the bin or form free-standing piles. The piles may 
contain tons of grain, which can collapse without 
warning.

“If the grain won’t flow, it’s already too late to 
debate what was or was not done to prepare the 

grain for safe storage,” the summary reads. “The 
issue at hand is to remove the grain without putting 
anyone at risk of entrapment.”

The summary notes that, “although the following 
steps may not be the most profitable,” they will help 
keep everyone safe when handling grain.

1. Never enter a bin where there is evidence of 
crusting on the surface or within the grain mass. 
If grain has been removed from the structure and 
the surface has not flowed toward the outlet – stay 
out. This is a clear sign that a large void has formed 
over the outlet.

2. If there is any sign that the grain is going out-
of-condition, or has already done so, it needs to be 
moved immediately. The condition of the grain will 
not improve if left in storage, and will only worsen 
as warm weather arrives, which causes biological 
and insect activity to increase.

3. Perform all observations or unplugging ef-
forts from outside the bin, at the top access hatch. 
Again, if there is evidence of crusting, spoilage or 
excessive heating – stay out. The risk is too great. 
In some cases, long pipes, rebar or other probes 
can be inserted into the grain mass to break up 
crusted grain or trash that is plugging the outlet. 
Watch out for overhead power lines when handling 
these long probes.

4. If the grain has become so crusted, or the floor 
outlets become plugged, preventing grain removal 
according to the bin manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions, contact a professional grain salvage service 
that has the experience and equipment to break up 
and remove out-of-condition grain. These services 
are expensive but can save lives and salvage some 

of the grain. In some regions, there is a market 
for damaged grain which helps make the salvage 
operation a little less costly.

At the end of 2020, the Purdue Agricultural Con-
fined Space Incident Database (PACSID) contained 
information on 1,731 cases (1962-2020) involving 
confined spaces, grain storage and handling facili-
ties at both commercial and on-farm locations. All 
the cases resulted in an injury, fatality or required 
emergency extrication by first responders. Of these 
cases, 1,731 (72 percent) involved grain storage and 
handling facilities, and grain transport vehicles.

“There is no claim that the data presented ac-
counts for all incidents involving agricultural and 
confined spaces,” the summary states. This is due, 
among other things, to the fact that there is no ac-
curate accumulative public record of these types 
of incidents, and no comprehensive or mandatory 
incident/injury reporting system for most of ag-
riculture.

“There has been reluctance on the part of some 
victims and employers to report ‘near misses’ or 
non- fatal confined space-related incidents, espe-
cially those occurring at farms, feedlots and seed 
processing operations not covered by federal OSHA 
injury reporting requirements.”

In 2020, there were a total of 64 agricultural-
confined space-related cases, including:

• Thirty-five grain entrapments
• Seven falls into or from grain storage structures
• Four asphyxiations due to deficient oxygen lev-

els or toxic environments
• Twelve equipment entanglements (such as those 

involving in-floor and sweep augers) that occurred 

while working inside or around agricultural con-
fined spaces.

The total of 64 represented a 4.5 percent decrease 
from the number of cases documented in 2019, 
when 67 were recorded. However, the number of 
2020 total confined space-related cases was well 
above the five-year average (61.2 cases/year) and 
above the 10-year average (60.9 cases/year).

“Regardless, the frequency of documented cases 
remains a concern considering the substantial re-
sources being invested in solving the problem,” the 
summary states.

In 2020, the state with the most documented 
grain entrapments (fatal and non-fatal) was Illinois, 
with 10 cases total. North Dakota reported five, 
Minnesota reported four, and Indiana and South 
Dakota each reported three.

With the support from a Susan Harwood Grant 
from the U.S. Department of Labor, www.agcon-
finedspaces.org was developed to provide resources 
for those conducting safety and health training in 
the area of agricultural confined spaces, with an 
emphasis on grain storage and handling hazards. 
Training material, frequently asked questions, past 
summaries of injuries and fatalities, and an exten-
sive list of resources can be found at the site.

Additional information on grain handling safety 
can be found at:

• www.grainsafety.org
• https://apps.npr.org/buried-in-grain/
• www.agsafety4youth.info

GRADUATING SENIOR SALUTES2022 

The deadline to 
submit completed 
form and photo is 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022.

2x3 $32

Congrats,  
Thomas!

The diploma you’ve 
worked so hard for 
is in your hands and 

so is your future!

We are proud of you! 
Grandma & Grandpa

sa
m

pl
e

1x3 $16

The sky is  
the limit, Sara!

Love, Mom & Dad

sa
m

pl
e

payment is required at time of submission.

// TO SUBMIT YOUR SENIOR SALUTE //
Email the required information to advertising@sabethaherald.com.
Complete the form and send/bring along with a childhood photo to:  
The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, 1024 Main St, Sabetha, KS 66534 

 
For questions, contact The Herald at 284-3300 or advertising@sabethaherald.com. 

OR

Senior Salutes accompany the area 2022 Graduates’ photos in the 
Graduation Special Section of The Sabetha Herald on May 11, 2022.

Email advertising@sabethaherald.com for rates!

Your Ad Here!

Advertise your 
business today!


