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COMMUNITY BLOOD CENTER

CBC teams up with Harvesters 
to save more lives

SUBMITTED

Community Blood Center (CBC) 
is partnering with Harvesters – The 
Community Food Network for 
their Save 1, Feed 1 campaign, so 
that presenting blood, plasma and 
platelet donors throughout March 
will potentially save three lives and 
also will feed families in need. For 
the month of March, CBC will be 
donating meals to Harvesters on 
behalf of presenting donors.

In Harvesters’ 26-county service 
area, approximately one in eight 
people are at risk of hunger and rely 
on the charity food system. That’s 
12.4 percent of our region’s popula-
tion. Unfortunately, an additional 
one in six kids also are at risk of 
hunger, amounting to 16 percent of 
our region’s child population. 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, food insecurity was at the 
lowest point seen since before the 
Great Recession of 2008. During 
the pandemic, the demand for 
food assistance increased 30 to 40 
percent, and while that number is 
improving, it has not returned to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

Most food banks estimate that 
a donation of $1 can help provide 
between three and four meals, as 
food banks are able to buy food by 
the truckload as opposed to retail 
price. Therefore, each blood dona-
tion throughout the duration of 
this campaign has the ability to 
both save up to three lives as well 
as provide between three and four 
meals to those facing food insecu-
rity in our region. 

“The Community Blood Center 
provides an essential service to our 
community and we are grateful for 
their partnership,” said President 
and CEO of Harvesters Valerie 

Nicholson-Watson. “We know that 
every time we ask for help from the 
Kansas City community, the com-
munity responds to help the hungry 
children, families and seniors in our 
area. We are confident the commu-
nity will respond to this call to help 
save lives through the Save 1, Feed 
1 campaign.”

“We are thrilled to be partnering 
with Harvesters for this campaign, 
as there are so many similarities in 
the life saving work that both of our 
organizations do every day,” said 
Executive Director of Community 
Blood Center Patsy Shipley. “Since 
the start of the pandemic, there has 
been a chronic shortage of blood, as 
well as a dramatic increase in the 
need for food bank services. We 
hope that this partnership is able 
to help both of our organizations 
to provide essential services to our 
region.”

Donors can register online at 
www.savealifenow.org/save1feed1 to 
double their impact and have CBC 
donate to Harvesters on their behalf. 

Donating blood is safe and only 
takes one hour. CBC is taking extra 
precautions to help prevent the per-
son-to-person spread of COVID-19. 
All CBC staff are vaccinated. As al-
ways, people are not eligible to do-
nate if they’re experiencing a cold, 
sore throat, respiratory infection 
or flu-like symptoms. People can 
donate blood regardless of vaccina-
tion status. Additional information 
on donor eligibility and COVID-19 
precautions is available at https://
savealifenow.org/donate-blood/covid-
19-and-blood-donation/.

ABOUT COMMUNITY 
BLOOD CENTER OF 
GREATER KANSAS CITY 
(CBC)

Founded in 1958, Community 
Blood Center (CBC) provides over 
90 percent of the blood used by 
hospitals throughout the Greater 
Kansas City metropolitan area, as 
well as eastern Kansas and west-
ern Missouri. CBC provides nearly 
200,000 blood products each year to 
over 60 area hospitals and relies on 
volunteer donors each day to meet 
the need for lifesaving gifts of blood.

CBC operates 365/24/7 to deliver 
safe, high quality products to meet 
transfusion needs for routine care 
and emergencies. CBC is a Divi-
sion of New York Blood Center, 
Inc. (a family of operating Divisions 
known as New York Blood Center 
Enterprises).

For more information, visit 
savealifenow.org. Connect with us 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
and LinkedIn.

ABOUT HARVESTERS 
– THE COMMUNITY 
FOOD NETWORK 
(HARVESTERS)

Harvesters – The Community 
Food Network is a regional food 
bank serving a 26-county area of 
northwestern Missouri and north-
eastern Kansas. Harvesters provides 
food and related household prod-
ucts to more than 760 nonprofit 
agencies including food pantries, 
community kitchens, shelters and 
others. Agencies in Harvesters’ net-
work provide food assistance to as 
many as 141,500 different people 
each month. Harvesters, which 
was founded in 1979, is a certified 
member of Feeding America, a na-
tionwide network of more than 200 
food banks, serving all 50 states.

For more information, visit www.
harvesters.org.

NATIONAL CONSUMER PROTECTION WEEK

Avoid these most-
common scams of 2021

SUBMITTED BY DEREK SCHMIDT                                          
KANSAS ATTORNEY GENERAL

Every year during the first week of March, the Federal 
Trade Commission observes National Consumer Protection 
Week. The Kansas Attorney General’s office with our In Your 
Corner Kansas campaign focuses year-round on protecting 
consumers from scams and rip-offs, but during this week 
in particular, we remind Kansans to be diligent and to keep 
yourself and your personal information safe.

One of the ways we do that is to share some of the most 
common scams reported to our office over the past year. This 
year’s list is punctuated by the prominence of two classic 
scams that unfortunately have appeared on our lists all-
too frequently over the past decade. These, of course, are 
those scams where crooks and fraudsters attempt to steal 
the finances and/or identities of Kansans by offering unso-
licited help in securing a government benefit or navigating 
bureaucratic red tape.

Here are the top five scams ranked in order for 2021 based 
on the number of complaints filed with our Consumer Pro-
tection Division, with the most-frequent listed first:

Medical Health Insurance Scams
Consumers have reported receiving calls from insurance 

companies and government agencies offering to help them 
navigate the process to receive health care coverage. The 
callers say they need certain pieces of personal data, such 
as bank account information or Social Security numbers, 
to get you enrolled in a coverage plan. Or they will need 
the information because the insurance company no longer 
takes checks and needs to arrange for an automatic bank 
draft. Remember, never give your bank account informa-
tion over the phone, because you don’t know who is on the 
other end of the line.

The scam artist may even “spoof” the caller ID so that 
it looks like it’s coming from a legitimate insurance com-
pany. Even if you think the call might be coming from your 
insurance company, it’s wise to tell them you’ll call back 
and hang up the phone. Then, go look at your last bill and 
call the phone number printed on the statement. That way 
you’ll know you’re talking to your insurance company, not 
an imposter.

Other scammers pretending to be from government health 

programs focusing on senior citizens are not trying 
to steal money but rather personal information that 
can be used to file for other government benefits, 
such as a false tax return. These government agen-
cies will never ask you for personal information 
over the phone or by email.

If Medicare or Medicaid really needs to get infor-
mation from you, they will send you a letter request-
ing information. If you do receive a call, and think it 
might be from a legitimate agency, ask them to send you a 
letter detailing what information they need.

Social Security Scams
This one is a twist on the government imposter scam 

involving a robocall claiming to be from the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) informing you that your benefits are 
about to end if you don’t take action. Rest assured, the real 
SSA will never call you to cut off your benefits and will 
never ask you to wire money, make payments via gift card 
or send cash payments in order to continue your benefits. If 
you receive one of these calls, hang up. Do not “press 1,” or 
any other number the robocall asks you to press.

Like with all robocall scams, these scammers are after 
information. If you press anything on your phone, that lets 
the scammer know they have reached a working number and 
you’ll get more calls. Our best advice on this or any other 
robocall scam is to not answer calls from numbers you do 
not know. If you do answer, once you know it’s not someone 
you know, just hang up.

Computer Repair Scams
In this scam, the caller claims to be from a well-known 

computer company telling you they’ve detected a virus on 
your computer and offers to help you remove it by con-
necting remotely to your computer. But instead of trying to 
fix it, the scam artist is actually trying to install a virus to 
give them access to all your files and your personal infor-
mation saved on the computer. The scammer may also be 
trying to hack into your machine to use it to send out spam 
emails from your account, or even to take over the camera 
and microphone to spy on you and try to obtain additional 
personal information.

If your computer really does have a problem, take it to a 
reputable, local computer repair shop or call your computer 
manufacturer’s customer service number directly. Never 

give a stranger 
access to your computer over the phone.

Sweetheart Scams
The scam works like this: an individual makes a connec-

tion online through a social media site with their victim. 
Often, the scammers are targeting those individuals who are 
new singles or individuals who have recently lost a spouse 
or partner. The scammer cultivates a relationship and then 
begins making overtures about wanting to come to Kansas 
to see their new companion. As the scammers develop more 
trust and deeper connections, they begin asking for items 
from the victims, such as money for airline tickets to travel 
to Kansas, funds to pay for customs for items for the victim, 
or other sums of money related to travel plans. In reality, 
the gifts do not exist and the scammer has no intention of 
coming to Kansas, just gaining access to the victim’s money, 
and perhaps even personal information that could result in 
identity theft and other serious issues.

Lottery Scams
Whether it’s a foreign lottery, sweepstakes or a govern-

ment grant, scammers are still luring people to send money 
with the promise of a future “prize,” if only they will send in 
the money to pay for the taxes or processing fees now. We 
always remind consumers that the Kansas Lottery is the 
only legitimate, legally operating lottery in Kansas, and you 
should never have to pay money upfront to claim a prize.

More information on how to protect yourself from these 
and other scams is available on our consumer protection 
website at www.InYourCornerKansas.org, or by calling our 
consumer protection hotline at 800-432-2310.

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Assistance available to 
private nonprofit companies

SUBMITTED

Low-interest federal disaster loans are 
now available to certain private nonprofit 
organizations in Kansas following President 
Biden’s federal disaster declaration for Public 
Assistance as a result of severe storms and 
straight-line winds that occurred Dec. 15, 
2021, announced Administrator Isabella 
Casillas Guzman of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA). Private nonprofits that 
provide essential services of a governmental 
nature are eligible for assistance.

These low-interest federal disaster loans 
are available in Barton, Brown, Clay, Cloud, 
Doniphan, Edwards, Ellis, Ellsworth, Ford, 
Geary, Gove, Graham, Grant, Gray, Greeley, 
Hamilton, Haskell, Hodgeman, Jewell, Ke-
arny, Lane, Lincoln, Logan, Marshall, Meade, 
Mitchell, Morris, Morton, Nemaha, Ness, Os-
borne, Ottawa, Pawnee, Republic, Rice, Riley, 
Rooks, Rush, Russell, Saline, Scott, Sheridan, 
Smith, Stafford, Stanton, Stevens, Sumner, 
Trego, Wabaunsee, Wallace, Washington, 
Wichita and Wyandotte counties.

“Private nonprofit organizations should 
contact Public Assistance Officer Steve Har-
sha of the Kansas Division of Emergency 
Management by calling, 785-646-2523, email-
ing stephen.k.harsha.nfg@army.mil to obtain 
information about applicant briefings,” said 
Director Tanya N. Garfield of SBA’s Disaster 
Field Operations Center-West. “At the brief-
ings, private nonprofit representatives will 
need to provide information about their or-
ganization.”

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency will use that information to deter-
mine if the private nonprofit provides an “es-
sential governmental service” and is a “critical 
facility” as defined by law. If so, FEMA may 
provide the private nonprofit with a Public 
Assistance grant for their eligible costs. If not, 
FEMA may refer the private nonprofit to SBA 
for disaster loan assistance.

SBA may lend private nonprofits up to $2 
million to repair or replace damaged or de-
stroyed real estate, machinery and equipment, 
inventory and other business assets. SBA also 

can lend additional funds to help with the 
cost of improvements to protect, prevent or 
minimize the same type of disaster damage 
from occurring in the future.

For certain private nonprofit organizations 
of any size, SBA offers Economic Injury Di-
saster Loans to help with meeting working 
capital needs caused by the disaster. Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster Loans may be used 
to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable 
and other bills that cannot be paid because 
of the disaster’s impact. Economic injury as-
sistance is available regardless of whether 
the nonprofit suffered any property damage.

The interest rate is 1.875 percent with terms 
up to 30 years. The deadline to apply for prop-
erty damage is April 18. The deadline to apply 
for economic injury is Nov. 17.

Applicants may apply online, receive ad-
ditional disaster assistance information and 
download applications at https://disasterlo-
anassistance.sba.gov/. Applicants also may 
call SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-
659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster 
assistance.

For people who are deaf, hard of hearing 
or have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 
to access telecommunications relay services. 
Completed applications should be mailed to 
U.S. Small Business Administration, Process-
ing and Disbursement Center, 14925 King-
sport Road, Fort Worth, Texas 76155.

ABOUT THE U.S. SMALL 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The U.S. Small Business Administration 
makes the American dream of business own-
ership a reality. As the only go-to resource 
and voice for small businesses backed by the 
strength of the federal government, the SBA 
empowers entrepreneurs and small business 
owners with the resources and support they 
need to start, grow or expand their businesses, 
or recover from a declared disaster. It delivers 
services through an extensive network of SBA 
field offices and partnerships with public and 
private organizations.

To learn more, visit www.sba.gov.
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See clearer with       
green foods!

March brings us closer 
to spring colors, such 
as fresh green foods! 

Some of those foods contain lu-
tein, which helps keep our eyes 
healthier and 
could reduce 
the eye disease 
a g e - r e l a t e d 
macular degen-
eration (AMD). 
Lutein is a xan-
thophyll found 
in foods such 
as basil, parsley, 
kale, spinach, 
broccoli, peas and lettuce.

Some risk factors for AMD are 
out of our control such as advanc-
ing age, being female, having light 
skin and/or blue eyes, and having 
a close relative with the disease. 
Other factors include smoking, 
being sedentary, not consuming 
enough fruits and vegetables and 
too much sun exposure.

But eating eye-healthy foods 
can reduce the chances of getting 
AMD. So, how can you incorpo-
rate these foods into your diet? 
Add green vegetables to a party 
tray. Add a salad as a side dish to 
lunch or dinner. Make the color 
pop in broccoli and green peas by 
blanching them briefly in boiling 
water, then put them in ice water 

to stop the cooking process. This 
enhances the green color to make 
those vegetables more appetizing.

Recipes for ‘One Jar 
Meals’

We all like 
t he  c onve -
nience of great-
tasting “one jar 
meals.” But, any 
additions or de-
letions made to 
an approved 
canning recipe 
would need a 
new process 

time calculated for it. It is not safe 
to change the recipe and use the 
same process time for canning.

One-dish meals often include 
thickening ingredients or are 
cooked down to a thicker consis-
tency than expected for the pro-
cess time for an individual ingre-
dient. These situations are likely 
to result in hazardous foods. You 
may add your special ingredients 
after you open up a safely canned 
jar of food, to make a dish.

Also keep in mind that after 
canning and storage, your recipe 
may not taste exactly the same as 
when it is made fresh. Sometimes, 
special recipes are best enjoyed 
freshly made.

Time for green-up

As I write this, tempera-
tures are below freez-
ing with snow on the 

ground. By the time you read this, 
daytime highs may have a six in 
front of them. Thus is typical of 
spring in Kansas, and also means 
our cool season grass species 
(brome/fescue) will be headed for 
green-up sooner than later. It also 
means an opportunity to evaluate 
armyworm damage from last fall.

Evaluation can be done in vari-
ous ways. A quick and simple 
way is to walk fields looking for 
differences in dormant canopy 
cover. You’ll likely see relatively 
quickly where stands recovered in 
the fall because they’ll have some 
level of dormant foliage covering 
the soil surface. If you drag your 
foot along the ground, any canopy 
cover in the heavily fed-on areas 
will likely be dislodged, revealing 
bare ground surfaces.

As telling as the aforemen-
tioned evaluation may be, you 
can learn even more by digging 
up some plants as you walk fields. 
Dig some in a good area as a ref-

erence, then compare it to other 
areas throughout the field. You 
will likely see differences in below 
ground moisture and root mass. 
While difficult to say with any 
certainty with-
out magnifica-
tion if roots are 
alive or not, 
you can look 
for new shoot 
growth at the 
base of crowns. 
Some stands 
aren’t showing 
anything at all 
just yet, but others have begun to 
show below ground shoot growth, 
meaning plants still have the po-
tential for some level of recovery.

If plants didn’t go in to dorman-
cy with good root energy reserves 
because of feeding injury, recovery 
will likely be slowed to a degree. A 
quick observation of stand cores 
we’re growing out right now in 
the office would suggest damaged 
areas are in some cases seven to 
10 days behind undamaged ar-
eas when it comes to the green-up 

process. Patience is going to be key 
this growing season if we’re going 
to try to allow stands to recover 
before making a replant decision.

Flower 
Beds Weed 
Prevention

For some 
folks, weeding 
f lower beds is 
therapeutic. In 
annual f lower 
beds, a good 
m u l c h  j o b 
combined with 
some hoeing 

or hand weeding can generally 
keep weeds down until the plants 
canopy and prevent further weed 
germination. Even so, sometimes 
even that “little” time needed may 
be too much. That’s when a pre-
emergence herbicide can help.

The term “pre-emergence” is 
a little bit of a misnomer. They 
don’t actually keep weed seeds 
from germinating, instead kill-
ing young plants just as they start 
to grow.

They also can’t just sit on the 
surface. Products should be wa-
tered in with at least a quarter inch 
of water so young roots will come 
in contact with the herbicide.

Pre-emergence products cer-
tainly aren’t perfect. One hundred 
percent control simply isn’t attain-
able, but they can give you a head 
start on some weeds. They also 
tend to be much more effective 
on grassy weeds (think crabgrass) 
versus broadleaves like dandelions 
or spurge.

Existing plants will not be con-
trolled, meaning products must 
be applied prior to weed seed 
germination. They also don’t last 
forever, providing just enough 
control to get to canopy.

There aren’t a lot of products 
available, but most contain the 
active ingredients dithiopyr or 
trifluralin. Look for those active 
ingredients on the label as well 
as the ornamental plants you are 
going to be applying on to make 
sure they are safe. Always read 
and follow product labels.

Soil temperature, 
vegetables

One of the most neglected 
tools for vegetable gar-
deners is a soil ther-

mometer. Soil temperature is a 
much better measure of when to 
plant than air 
temperat u re 
or the calen-
dar. Planting 
when soil is too 
cool can cause 
seeds to rot and 
transplants to 
sit there.

A number 
of vegetables 
can germinate and grow at cool 
temperatures. For example, peas 
will germinate and grow well at 
a soil temperature of 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Though lettuce, parsnips and 
spinach can sprout at a soil tem-
perature of 35 degrees Fahrenheit, 
they prefer at least 45 degrees 
Fahrenheit for best germination 
and growth. Radishes also do well 
at a soil temperature of 45 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Warm-season crops such as to-
matoes, sweet corn and beans pre-
fer at least 55 degrees Fahrenheit 
for germination (or transplant-
ing), but others such as peppers, 
cucumbers, melons and sweet po-
tatoes need it even warmer, about 

60 degrees Fahrenheit.
Taking soil temperature accu-

rately is a bit of a science. First, use 
a metal soil thermometer, which 
is sold in many garden, auto parts 

and hardware 
stores. Take 
temperat u re 
two and a half 
inches deep at 
about 10 to 11 
a.m.

Te m p e r a -
ture variations 
throughout the 
day and night 

affect soil temperature, with 
lowest readings after dawn and 
warmest around mid-afternoon. 
The late-morning reading gives 
a good average temperature. If 
taking the soil temperature at this 
time is not practical, take a read-
ing before you leave for work and 
a second when you return home 
and use the average. Also be sure 
to get a consistent reading for four 
to five days in a row before plant-
ing, and make sure a cold snap is 
not predicted.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

EPA announces grant funding to reduce 
lead in drinking water

Submitted
On Tuesday, Feb. 22, the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 
$20 million in available grant funding to 
assist communities and schools with re-
moving sources of lead in drinking water. 
This grant funding, and additional funding 
through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 
will help make rapid progress on the goal 
of addressing lead and removing lead pipes 
across the country.

“A pillar of our work at EPA is ensuring 
that every person in every community has 
safe drinking water,” said EPA Assistant 
Administrator for Water Radhika Fox. “This 
grant funding will help reduce exposure to 
lead in drinking water and should be used 
to support underserved communities that 
are most at risk for exposure.”

Under the Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation (WIIN) Act, EPA is 
announcing the availability of $10 million 
for projects to conduct lead service line re-
placements or implement corrosion control 
improvements and $10 million for projects 

that remove sources of lead in drinking 
water (e.g., fixtures, fountains, outlets and 
plumbing materials) in schools or childcare 
facilities.

EPA will award this funding in alignment 
with the goals of the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration’s Justice40 Initiative, which seeks to 
deliver at least 40 percent of the benefits of 
certain federal investments to underserved 
communities. The agency encourages appli-
cations that support equity by prioritizing 
underserved communities, those with lead 
reduction projects at drinking water systems 
with at least one lead action level exceedance 
within the last three years, as well as those 
with schools with at least 50 percent of the 
children receiving free and reduced lunch, 
in Head Start facilities, and/or in areas with 
additional environmental health burdens 
(e.g., areas with older buildings likely to 
have lead-based paint).

This WIIN grant will be competed 
through a Request for Application process. 
The funding opportunity will remain open 
for 60 days on www.grants.gov.

Learn more about this grant and EPA’s 
WIIN grant programs at https://www.epa.
gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/drink-
ing-water-grants.

BACKGROUND
Lead poses serious health risks to both 

children and adults; children are especially 
vulnerable. Low-income and other histori-
cally underserved communities typically ex-
perience high levels of lead in their drinking 
water because they are disproportionately 
served by lead services lines.

In addition to this announcement of 
funding availability, EPA is working with 
states, tribes and territories to award over 
$50 million in fiscal year 2021 funding 
through EPA’s two other drinking water 
grant programs established by WIIN — the 
Voluntary Lead Testing in Schools and Child 
Care grant program and the Small, Under-
served and Disadvantaged Communities 
(SUDC) Grant.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Farm program          
sign-up now open

Submitted
Sign-up for the 2022 Agricul-

tural Risk Coverage, Price Loss 
Coverage (ARCPLC) programs 
runs through March 15. Produc-
ers that share in base crops will 
need to decide which program to 
elect for the 2022 program year. 
The program options are as fol-
lows:

Price Loss Coverage (PLC):
The PLC program payments are 

issued when the effective price of 
a covered commodity is less than 
the respective reference price for 
that commodity. The effective 
price equals the higher of the mar-
ket year average price (MYA) or 
the national average loan rate for 
the covered commodity. Follow-
ing are the reference prices for the 
most common Nemaha County 
base crops:

• Wheat - $5.50 Bushel
• Oats - $2.40 Bushel
• Corn - $3.70 Bushel
• Grain Sorghum - $3.95 Bushel
• Soybeans - $8.40 Bushel
• Sunflowers - $20.15 Cwt
PLC payments are not depen-

dent upon the planting of a cov-
ered commodity or planting of 
the applicable base crop on the 
farm. PLC payments, if triggered, 
will be paid on 85 percent of the 
farm’s base acres of each covered 
commodity with a PLC election 
where the farm has been enrolled. 
Payment will be issued after the 
end of the marketing year of the 
covered commodity, but not be-
fore Oct. 1 of the year following 
the program year.

Agricultural Risk Coverage 
(ARC-CO):

ARC-CO payments are trig-
gered when the actual county 
crop revenue of a covered com-
modity is less than the ARC-CO 
guarantee for the crop. The actual 
county revenue and the revenue 
guarantee are based on county 
level yield data for the physical 
location of the base acres on the 
farm and tract.

ARC-CO payments are not 
dependent upon the planting of 

a covered commodity or plant-
ing of the applicable base crop on 
the farm. The ARC-CO payment 
is equal to 85 percent of the base 
acres of the covered commodity 
multiplied by the difference be-
tween the county guarantee and 
the actual county crop revenue for 
the covered commodity. Payment 
rates may not exceed 10 percent of 
the ARC-CO benchmark revenue.

Individual Agricultural Risk 
Coverage (ARC-IC)

ARC-IC program payments 
are issued when the actual indi-
vidual crop revenue for all cov-
ered commodities planted on 
the ARC-IC farm is less than the 
ARC-IC guarantee for those cov-
ered commodities. ARC-IC uses 
producer’s certified yields, rather 
than county level yields ARC-IC 
payments are dependent upon the 
planting of covered commodities 
on the farm. A producer’s ARC-IC 
farm is defined as the sum of the 
producer’s interest in all ARC-IC 
enrolled farms in the state.

The ARC-IC payment is equal 
to 65 percent of the total base acres 
on the farm, multiplied by the dif-
ference between the calculated in-
dividual guarantee revenue and 
the actual individual crop revenue 
summed across all covered com-
modities planted on the farm.

ARC-IC payment rates may not 
exceed 10 percent of the individu-
al weighted benchmark revenue.

The Nemaha County FSA Of-
fice mailed out contracts to op-
erators with elections previously 
selected for the 2021 crop year. If 
you are satisfied with these elec-
tions, please sign and return to 
the Nemaha County FSA Office.

If you wish to change your crop 
election for the 2022 program 
year, you may do so until March 
15. Please notify the Nemaha 
County FSA Office at 785-336-
2164 as soon as possible, so new 
elections\contracts can be com-
pleted.

March 15 is the deadline to have 
elections and 2022 ARCPLC con-
tracts completed.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL           
STATISTICS SERVICE
Kansas crop progress, 
condition report

Submitted
For the week ending Sunday, 

Feb. 20, topsoil moisture supplies 
rated 45 percent very short, 34 
percent short, 20 percent adequate 
and one percent surplus, accord-
ing to the USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service. Subsoil 
moisture supplies rated 39 percent 
very short, 38 percent short, 23 
percent adequate and zero percent 
surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter 
wheat condition rated 10 percent 
very poor, 25 percent poor, 39 per-
cent fair, 25 percent good and one 
percent excellent.

Weekly reports will begin Mon-
day, Feb. 28, for the 2022 season.

Data for this news release were 
provided at the county level by 
USDA Farm Service Agency, KSU 
Extension Service and other re-
porters across the State.

Kansas crop values is 
forecast at $11.3 billion

Submitted
The value of Kansas’s 2021 field 

and miscellaneous crops is fore-
cast at $11.3 billion, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. This is up 31 
percent from 2020.

The value of corn production 
is expected to total $4.17 billion, 
up 25 percent from the previous 
marketing year. Kansas’s corn 
price is projected to average $5.55 
per bushel, up $1.20 from the last 
marketing year.

The value of soybean produc-
tion is expected to total $2.39 
billion, up 15 percent from the 
previous marketing year. Kansas’s 
soybean price is projected to av-
erage $12.60 per bushel, up $1.90 
from the last marketing year.

The value of winter wheat pro-
duction is expected to total $2.38 
billion, up 87 percent from the 
previous marketing year. Kansas’s 
winter wheat price is projected to 
average $6.55 per bushel, up $2.02 
from the last marketing year.

The value of sorghum produc-
tion is expected to total $1.48 
billion, up 25 percent from the 
previous marketing year. Kan-

sas’s sorghum price is projected 
to average $9.95 per cwt, up $1.10 
from the last marketing year.

The value of cotton production 
is expected to total $90 million, up 
seven percent from the previous 
marketing year. Kansas’s cotton 
price is projected to average $0.94 
per pound, up $0.35 from the last 
marketing year.

The value of alfalfa production 
is expected to total $440 million, 
up 50 percent from the previous 
marketing year. Kansas’s alfalfa 
price is projected to average $177 
per ton, up $30 from the last mar-
keting year.

The value of other hay produc-
tion is expected to total $337 mil-
lion, down 10 percent from the 
previous marketing year. Kansas’s 
other hay price is projected to av-
erage $102 per ton, up $6 from the 
last marketing year.

Additional commodities and 
information can be found in the 
National publication at https://
usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/
publications/k35694332.

Find agricultural statistics for 
your county, State and Nation at 
www.nass.usda.gov.
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