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U.S. NAVY

Seneca native serves aboard    
aircraft carrier

SUBMITTED BY                                                      
SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER JAMES THORSON

Seaman Luke Haverkamp, a native of Seneca, 
serves the U.S. Navy aboard one of the world’s 
largest warships, the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson.

Haverkamp joined the Navy two years ago. 
Today, Haverkamp serves as a master-at-arms.

“I joined the Navy because I wanted to do 
something different and to serve this great na-
tion,” Haverkamp said.

Growing up in Seneca, Haverkamp attended 
Nemaha Central High School and graduated in 
2018. Today, Haverkamp relies upon skills and 
values similar to those found in Seneca to succeed 
in the military.

“Growing up, I learned to always help out one 
another,” Haverkamp said.

That lesson continues to help Haverkamp while 
serving in the Navy.

Aircraft carriers provide unique capabilities 
and survivability. They are a powerful exhibition 
of the American Navy’s legacy of innovation, 
technological evolution and maritime dominance, 
according to Navy officials.

USS Carl Vinson, like each of the Navy’s air-
craft carriers, is designed for a 50-year service 
life. When the air wing is embarked, the ship car-
ries more than 70 attack fighter jets, helicopters 
and other aircraft, all of which take off from and 
land aboard the carrier at sea. With more than 
5,000 sailors serving aboard, Carl Vinson is a 
self-contained mobile airport.

Aircraft carriers are often the first response to 
a global crisis because of their ability to operate 
freely in international waters anywhere on the 
world’s oceans. Carrier strike groups have the 
unique advantage of mobility, making them far 
more strategically advantageous than fixed-site 
bases. No other weapon system can deploy and 
operate forward with a full-sized, nuclear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier’s speed, endurance, agility, 
and the combat capability of its air wing.

The Carl Vinson and its crew recently returned 
to San Diego following an eight-month deploy-
ment to U.S. 3rd and 7th Fleets areas of operation.

“At the heart of every ship, whether ashore 

or at sea, are the Sailors that make up the crew 
and carry out the Navy’s missions with precision 
and dedication,” said Capt. P. Scott Miller, com-
manding officer of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson. “The Vinson Sailors recently 
demonstrated this in our execution of a highly 
successful 7th Fleet deployment and continue 
this legacy of excellence at home in San Diego.”

During the USS Carl Vinson’s most recent de-
ployment, the ship was underway for 262 days, 
conducting dual carrier operations and multi-
national exercises, including maritime security 
operations and integrated training between sur-
face and air units.

USS Carl Vinson was the first aircraft carrier 
to deploy with a combination of fourth and fifth-
generation platforms within Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2 that represent the “Air Wing of the 
Future,” including the F-35C Lightning IIs and 
the CMV-22B Ospreys.

Since USS Langley’s commissioning 100 years 
ago, the nation’s aircraft carriers, such as USS 
Carl Vinson, and embarked carrier air wings have 
projected power, sustained sea control, bolstered 
deterrence, provided humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief, and maintained enduring commit-
ments worldwide.

“The aircraft carrier is our U.S. Navy’s center-
piece, our flagship and a constant reminder to 
the rest of the world of our enduring maritime 
presence and influence,” said Rear Arm. James P. 
Downey, USN, Program Executive Officer (PEO) 
Aircraft Carriers. “These ships touch every part 
of our Navy’s mission to project power, ensure 
sea control and deter our adversaries.”

Serving in the Navy means Haverkamp is part 
of a team that is taking on new importance in 
America’s focus on rebuilding military readiness, 
strengthening alliances and reforming business 
practices in support of the National Defense 
Strategy.

“Being out at sea protects the homeland and 
deters our enemies,” Haverkamp said.

With more than 90 percent of all trade traveling 
by sea, and 95 percent of the world’s international 
phone and internet traffic carried through fiber 
optic cables lying on the ocean floor, Navy of-
ficials continue to emphasize that the prosperity 

and security of the United States is directly linked 
to a strong and ready Navy.

Haverkamp and the sailors they serve with have 
many opportunities to achieve accomplishments 
during their military service.

“I am proud to have accomplished qualifica-
tions on the ship that people in my position do 
not normally achieve,” Haverkamp said.

As Haverkamp and other sailors continue to 
train and perform missions, they take pride in 
serving their country in the United States Navy.

“Serving in the Navy gives me a great deal of 
pride by serving alongside some of the best people 
I have met, and having the common goal of pro-
tecting America,” Haverkamp said.

STATE OF KANSAS

Applications open for Community                
Service Tax Credit Program

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly announced 
that applications are currently being 
accepted for the Community Ser-
vice Tax Credit Program (CSP). CSP 
provides an opportunity for private, 
non-profit organizations and public 
health care entities to improve their 
ability to undertake major capital 
campaigns for projects involving 
children and family services, non-
governmental crime prevention, 
youth apprenticeship, and youth 
technical training and health care.

“The Community Service Tax 
Credit program is an incredible op-
portunity for nonprofit organiza-
tions to create lasting, meaningful 
changes for people across Kansas,” 
Governor Kelly said. “These tax 
credits will foster local solutions to 
local challenges, and they will help 

improve the quality of life for Kan-
sans now and into the future.”

Under this program, the state 
authorizes nonprofit organizations 
to offer tax credits to donors mak-
ing contributions towards approved 
projects. Proposed projects should 
be unique or one-time in nature and 
create a lasting value for charitable 
organizations. For example, projects 
might include a capital campaign, 
major equipment purchase, major 
renovation, capacity building, etc.

Since 2019, CSP has earmarked $1 
million for childcare and early child-
hood development projects for ser-
vices to those under the age of five.

“These tax credits help local non-
profit and healthcare organizations 
streamline their fundraising efforts, 
to more effectively improve the 
health and economic wellbeing of 
Kansas communities,” said Lieuten-

ant Governor and Commerce Sec-
retary David Toland. “We’re asking 
Kansans to tell us about their initia-
tives, and if they are a good fit for the 
CSP program, we will provide a sig-
nificant resource to help bring these 
projects to fruition across Kansas.”

Applicants may request up to 
$200,000 in tax credits. Applicant 
organizations in rural areas are eligi-
ble for a 70 percent credit. Applicant 
organizations in non-rural areas are 
eligible for a 50 percent credit. The 
application window is open through 
April 30 at www.kansascommerce.
gov/csp.

ABOUT THE KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE:

The Kansas Department of Com-
merce strives to empower individu-
als, businesses and communities to 

achieve prosperity in Kansas. Com-
merce accomplishes its mission 
by developing relationships with 
corporations, site location consul-
tants and stakeholders in Kansas, 
the nation and world. Our strong 
partnerships allow us to help create 
an environment for existing Kansas 
businesses to grow and foster an in-
novative, competitive landscape for 
new businesses.

Through Commerce’s project suc-
cesses, Kansas in 2021 was awarded 
Site Selection Magazine’s Governor’s 
Cup award, Area Development Mag-
azine’s Gold Shovel award, and was 
named Site Selection Magazine’s Best 
Business Climate in the West North 
Central region of the United States. 
Find the Department’s strategic plan 
for economic growth at https://www.
kansascommerce.gov/kansas-frame-
work-for-growth/.

CHILDREN’S ORGAN 
TRANSPLANT ASSOCIATION

Breakfast, 
silent auction 
in honor of 
local teen

SUBMITTED

A Breakfast Benefit and Silent Auction will be 
held for Children’s Organ Transplant Association 
(COTA) in honor of John Morbeto, a Havensville-
area teen who needs a kidney transplant. The 
event is planned for 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
April 2, at the Havensville Rural High School 
Community Center. Funds are being raised for 
COTA in honor of John Morbeto to assist with 
transplant-related expenses. An organ will be 
donated at the event.

Major breakfast sponsors include the HRHS 
Community Board and Thrivent Financial. The 
breakfast includes a full menu of pancakes, bis-
cuits and gravy, eggs, sausage, and bacon – all for 
a free-will offering.

“The family and friends of John want to en-
courage everyone in the community to attend 
our upcoming breakfast in an effort to help give 
John a second chance at life,” said Laura Conley, 
Treasurer of the HRHS Board. “One hundred 
percent of the profits from the HRHS Breakfast 
and Silent Auction will assist with transplant-
related expenses.”

John was diagnosed with End-Stage Renal Fail-
ure. Local volunteers are raising an estimated 
$80,000 for COTA in honor of John the Warrior to 
assist with transplant-related expenses through-
out his lifetime. For more information about the 
HRHS Breakfast and Silent Auction, or other 
fundraising and volunteer opportunities, please 
contact COTA Community Coordinator Rose 
Marie Wyss at 505-280-2169 or rosemariewyss@
hotmail.com.

John’s family has asked for assistance from the 
Children’s Organ Transplant Association, a na-
tional charity based in Bloomington, Ind. COTA 
is dedicated to organizing and guiding commu-
nities in raising funds for transplant-related ex-
penses. COTA’s services are completely free of 
charge, and 100 percent of funds generated by 
COTA community fundraising campaigns are 
available for transplant-related expenses.

STATE OF KANSAS

County 
to receive 
funding for 
road safety 
improvements

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly announced that more 
than $6 million in funds from the Kansas High 
Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) Program will go to 
10 rural counties, including Nemaha County, to 
improve the safety and efficiency of roads and 
local roadways.

Nemaha County is receiving a Systemic project 
to upgrade signing on all major collectors north 
of U.S. Highway 36 in the amount of $340,000.

“These improvements are vital to maintaining 
the infrastructure as many Kansans depend on 
rural roadways,” Governor Kelly said. “Our rural 
roads are an important component to the local 
and state economy. Programs like this ensure that 
commerce flows and Kansas families can travel 
the state safely.”

The funding will be available through the Kan-
sas High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) Program, 
which is a federally funded state/local partnership 
initiative designed to improve safety on rural 
roads. This year’s 10 HRRR projects were selected 
from more than 40 applications seeking $21 mil-
lion in federal funds. Kansas HRRR funds cover 
90-100 percent of total project cost with the coun-
ties making up the difference if required.

“Recognizing that Kansans use local roads 
to reach state highways, KDOT partners with 
cities and counties to help improve local infra-
structure,” Transportation Secretary Julie Lorenz 
said. “Working together provides opportunities 
for communities to strengthen their local road 
network to improve connections across the state.”

Projects in this program fall into one of two cat-
egories: Systemic (encompassing a local roadway 
network) or Site Specific. Projects in the Systemic 
category are 100 percent federally funded and Site 
Specific projects are 90 percent federally funded.

Other counties receiving funds are Edwards, 
Finney, Lyon, Mitchell, Ness, Wabaunsee, Green-
wood, Reno and Russell. The total for all projects 
selected is $6,079,000.

Seaman Luke Haverkamp
Submitted | Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class Bryan Niegel

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA confirms avian influenza in backyard flock
SUBMITTED

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service has confirmed the 
presence of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) in a non-commer-
cial backyard mixed species f lock 
(poultry) in Franklin County, Kan. 
Samples from the flock were tested 
at the Kansas State Veterinary Diag-
nostic Laboratory and confirmed at 
the USDA–APHIS National Veteri-
nary Services Laboratories (NVSL) 
in Ames, Iowa.

The Kansas Department of Ag-
riculture is working with USDA–
APHIS on a joint incident response. 
KDA officials quarantined the af-
fected premises, and birds on the 
property will be depopulated to 
prevent the spread of the disease.

Anyone involved with poultry 

production should review their 
biosecurity activities to assure the 
health of their birds. Find guidance 
on biosecurity on the KDA Division 
of Animal Health webpage at agri-
culture.ks.gov/AvianInfluenza. More 
biosecurity resources as well as up-
dates on the current HPAI status na-
tionwide can be found on the APHIS 
website at https://www.aphis.usda.
gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/
animal-disease-information/avian/
avian-influenza/2022-hpai.

Highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) is a highly contagious viral 
disease that can infect chickens, 
turkeys and other birds, and can 
cause severe illness and/or sudden 
death in infected birds. Attentively 
monitor your birds for symptoms 
of HPAI, which include coughing, 
sneezing, nasal discharge and other 
signs of respiratory distress; lack of 

energy and appetite; decreased water 
consumption; decreased egg produc-
tion and/or soft-shelled, misshapen 
eggs; incoordination; and diarrhea. 
Avian influenza also can cause sud-
den death in birds even if they aren’t 
showing other symptoms.

If these symptoms are observed 
in your birds, immediately contact 
your veterinarian. If you don’t have a 
regular veterinarian, contact KDA’s 
Division of Animal Health office at 
833-765-2006.

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the recent HPAI detections do not 
present an immediate public health 
concern. No human cases of these 
avian influenza viruses have been 
detected in the United States. Birds 
and eggs from the infected f lock 
will not enter the food system. As a 
reminder, the proper handling and 

cooking of all poultry and eggs to 
an internal temperature of 165 de-
grees Fahrenheit is recommended as 
a food safety precaution.

As part of existing avian influ-
enza response plans, federal and 
state partners are working jointly on 
additional surveillance and testing 
in areas around the affected flocks. 
The United States has the stron-
gest avian influenza surveillance 
program in the world, and USDA 
is working with its partners to look 
for the disease in commercial poul-
try operations, live bird markets and 
in migratory wild bird populations.

For more information about 
HPAI, including current status of 
the confirmed cases in other states, 
go to KDA’s avian influenza webpage 
at agriculture.ks.gov/AvianInfluenza, 
or call KDA at 833-765-2006.
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Trimming 
kitchen 
utility costs

With the rising cost of 
living and so many 
other things, looking 

for any and all possible ways to 
save money is on a lot of people’s 
minds. Have you ever thought 
about how to assess your kitch-
en habits as a means to saving 
money?

Here are some ideas to get you 
started.

1. When handwashing dishes, 
allow them to soak first and after 
washing, rinse them in batches. Be 
sure to turn off the water between 
the batches. Hot water should be 
used for washing and cool water 
for rinsing.

2. When using a dishwasher, 
wait until it is full before run-
ning it. Use the shortest cycle to 
accomplish the job and allow the 
dishes to air dry.

3. Defrost food in the refriger-
ator rather than under running 
water.

4. Check your refrigerator and 
freezer seals. If a piece of paper 
can easily be slid out when the 
door is closed, it’s time to have 
the seal replaced.

5. Follow the manufacturer’s in-
struction for cleaning the coils, 
interior and exterior of your re-
frigerator.

6. Take the time to read the 
manual of your household appli-
ances. For instance, are you aware 
that the refrigerator or freezer is 
most energy efficient when it is 2/3 
full but not crowded? Air must be 
able to circulate and cool the re-
frigerated foods. Overcrowding of 
foods generally reduces efficiency.

7. Minimize pre-heating time 
when using an appliance and, if 
possible, use a microwave oven 
instead of heating the oven.

Looking at some of your kitchen 
habits can help you to save money. 
This list is just to get you started 
thinking of other areas in your 
home that you can work on re-
ducing costs by looking at some 
of your habits throughout your 
entire home.

Forage recovery – video summary

Even before last week’s 
winter moisture, green-
up of cool season forages 

(brome/fescue) had begun. As C3 
grasses, they thrive in tempera-
tures in the 45 to 75-degree Fahr-
enheit range – meaning they are 
going to really take off as moisture 
gets in to the soil profile and tem-
peratures increase.

I’ve talked a lot this winter 
about what to expect for recovery 
of brome damaged by armyworms 
last fall. Unfortunately, what we 
actually see will be all over the 
board. To help explain what that 
might look like, check out a video 
recently posted on our Meadow-
lark Extension District website at 
https://www.meadowlark.k-state.
edu/crops-soils/index.html (under 
Informational Videos).

The video provides side by side 
stand comparisons from four dif-
ferent sites comparing damaged 
to undamaged areas of the same 
field. Just like what we expect to 
see as we proceed through spring, 
some sites show some decent re-
covery – while others show very 

little. Other resources accompany 
the video as well to provide addi-
tional information about what to 
expect as we head in to the grow-
ing season.

While armyworm feeding 
certainly played a big role in the 
damage seen to stands last fall, 
multiple factors – most notably 
dry post-harvest weather – played 
a role as well. Start evaluating 
stands now in case planning for 
offsetting lost forage production 
needs to start sooner than later.

Pruning Back 
Ornamental Grasses

Ornamental grasses are used 
on an increasing basis in many 

landscape plantings. While fairly 
low maintenance, they aren’t no 
maintenance, and that means re-
moving dead foliage before spring 
growth starts. Now is the time to 
do so.

When dead foliage is removed, 
ornamental grasses tend to not 
only be more attractive, but green 
up earlier as well. Depending on 
the species, you might be fine us-
ing hand clippers or even a weed 
whip. Larger species will likely re-
quire a chainsaw or other cutting 
tool to prune. When pruning, tie 
the top together to make it easier 
to cut and remove.

Some people prefer burning, 
but it must be done with extreme 
caution. The grass burns very hot, 
and damage to nearby structures 
is possible. Particularly this year, 
potential wildfires also are an is-
sue. Only burn if it is safe and legal 
to do so.

If the center is blank, try di-
viding. Dig up the entire clump, 
separate and replant the vigorous 
growth around the outer edge.

Strawberry planting, mulch removal

New strawberry plant-
ings should be set early 
in the growing season 

so that mother plants become 
established while the weather is 
still cool. The mother plants de-
velop a strong root system during 
this cool period when soil tem-
peratures are between 65 and 80 
degrees Fahrenheit. The most ap-
propriate planting time is mid- to 
late-March in southern Kansas 
and late March to mid-April in the 
northern areas of the state.

Later in the season, runners 
and daughter plants develop. 
The earlier the mother plants are 
set, the sooner the first daughter 
plant will be formed and take root. 
These first daughter plants will 
be the largest plants at the end of 
the growing season and will bear 
more berries per plant the follow-
ing spring.

When planting is done later, 
the higher temperatures stress the 
mother plants resulting in reduced 
growth, weaker mother plants and 
delays in daughter plant forma-

tion. Fewer and smaller daughter 
plants produce fewer berries, re-
sulting in a smaller crop.

Remove all flowers during the 
first year. New 
plants have lim-
ited energy re-
serves that need 
to go toward es-
tablishing the 
mother plants 
and making 
runners rather 
than making 
fruit. If fruit is 
allowed to de-
velop the first year, the amount of 
fruit produced the second year is 
drastically reduced due to smaller, 
weaker daughter plants.

Research in Illinois has shown 
that the straw mulch should be 
removed from strawberry plants 
when the soil temperature is about 
40 degrees Fahrenheit. Fruit 
production drops if the mulch 
remains as the soil temperature 
increases. There are likely to be 
freezing temperatures that will 

injure or kill blossoms, so keep 
the mulch between rows to con-
veniently recover the berries 
when freezing temperatures are 

predicted.
Fertilizing 

Strawberries
Strawberries 

(June-Bearing): 
June-bearing 
strawberries are 
not fertilized in 
early spring as 
this can make 
the berries soft 

and more prone to rot. Fertilize at 
renovation and again in late Au-
gust to early September. In most 
cases, strawberries need primarily 
nitrogen, so the recommendations 
are for a high nitrogen fertilizer 
such as a 27-3-3, 29-5-4, 30-3-3 
or something similar. Though 
recommended for lawns, these 
fertilizers also will work well for 
strawberries as long as they do not 
contain weed killers or crabgrass 
preventers. Apply one half cup for 
every 10 feet of row.

Strawberries (Everbearing 
or Day-Neutral): Fertilize in 
the spring as growth starts and 
again in early August. Use the 
rates recommended for June-
bearing strawberries. Everbear-
ing (dayneutral) strawberries are 
not renovated.

Controlling Weeds in 
Strawberries

Strawberries are one of the 
most popular fruits, but garden-
ers often have problems with weed 
control. Strawberries form a mat 
of plants, which makes hoeing 
difficult. Gardeners must pull 
weeds by hand or use herbicides. 
Although there are no weed pre-
venters available for homeown-
ers to use on strawberries, Poast 
(sethoxydim), a grass-killing her-
bicide, can be used after weedy 
grasses have emerged. It can be 
sprayed directly over strawber-
ries without harm but should not 
be applied within seven days of 
harvest. You can find Poast in Hi-
Yield Grass Killer and Monterey 
Grass Getter.
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MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICTNutrition  

& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION

Freedom of Speech • Freedom of Religion • Freedom of the Press 
Freedom to Peaceably Assemble • Freedom to Petition the Government

Understanding the First Amendment is key to 
protecting our free society.

Newspaper Ad - 3.79 x 4”

 I have 
   a voice 
AND the freedom 
    to express it.

Sponsored by the and

Freedom of Speech • Freedom of Religion • Freedom of the Press 
Freedom to Peaceably Assemble • Freedom to Petition the Government

Understanding the First Amendment is key to 
protecting our free society.

Newspaper Ad - 3.79 x 4”

 I have 
   a voice 
AND the freedom 
    to express it.



sabethaherald.com | The Sabetha Herald | March 16, 2022 3

local&area
USD 430 SOUTH BROWN COUNTY

Donations help support South Brown County Visual Arts
Submitted

USD 430 South Brown County’s 
Fine Arts Department will benefit 
from a donation from the Golden 
Eagle Casino and the Kickapoo 
Tribe in Kansas. The donation will 
be used to purchase hand-tools for 
jewelry-making curriculum.

Members of the Golden Eagle 
Casino presented the donation 
to the art program students on 
Wednesday, Feb. 16. Joseph Mag-
bitang, General Manager of the 
Golden Eagle Casino presented 
the check along with Vannette 
Shunk and Diane Handke from 
the casino. Tribal members Carla 
Cavin, Tina Wahwasuck, Johanna 
Thomas and Jason Thomas were 
also present along with Jason 
Cline. Superintendent with USD 
430 South Brown County also was 
present to congratulate the recipi-
ents of the donation.

Margaret Krogmann, the art 
teacher with the district, shared 
with Magbitang that the art stu-
dents participating in the Dis-
trict’s Visual Art Program are 
at Everest Middle School and at 
Horton High School, and were 
very excited about the wonderful 
donation contributed to the Art 
Program’s needs.

“This donation will help supple-
ment current funding for this cur-
riculum track.” Krogmann said.

Art students will be able to 
explore their art making by cre-
atively applying traditional/non-
traditional medium techniques 
while forming non-ferrous metals 
in jewelry making. Students will 
have an opportunity to work with 
two professional artists during 
workshops this spring in which 
students will be able to strategize 
design concepts.

Students will be incorporating 
additional technique to incorpo-
rate into their art pieces like image 

transfers onto sea glass that can 
be interwoven into their jewelry 
pieces. We are focusing on creat-
ing one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces 
with straw casting and metal an-
nealing.

Krogmann indicated by imple-

menting innovative curriculum 
that enables career exploration 
will help students to set career 
goals. There is a direct connection 
to a career path for students who 
want to pursue jewelry making. 
Magbitang, Shunk and Handke 

were able to take a tour of the 
Art Program and were able to see 
some of the art students in action 
working on current projects.

Art pieces from the jewelry 
workshops will hopefully be in-
corporated into the upcoming 

NEK League Art Competitions on 
April 21 and Regional Art Com-
petition on April 25. Krogmann 
will be extending an invitation to 
Magbitang, Shunk and Handke 
from the casino along with tribal 
members Cavin, Wahwasuck, 

Lester Randall, Johanna Thomas 
and Jason Thomas to attend the 
Evening of the Arts event.

Due to the rescheduling of the 
professional artists, video taping 
will not be available until the end 
of April.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Federal Advisory Committee will meet March 23-24
Submitted

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) will host the first 
public meeting of the inaugural 
Federal Advisory Committee for 
Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production on March 23-24. The 
public – including urban produc-
ers – is encouraged to attend.

“I look forward to working 
with this new urban agriculture 
federal advisory committee,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack. “The committee’s valuable 
insights and expertise will provide 
critical guidance to help us better 
serve urban agricultural produc-
ers, strengthen local food systems, 
and increase equity and access to 
healthy, local food.”

The new federal advisory com-
mittee is part of USDA’s efforts 
to support urban agriculture, 
creating a network for feedback. 
Members were announced last 
month, and include agricultural 
producers and representatives 
from the areas of higher educa-
tion or extension programs, non-
profits, business and economic 
development, supply chains and 

financing.

ABOUT THE MEETING
USDA’s Office of Urban Agri-

culture and Innovative Produc-
tion is coordinating the meeting, 
which runs from 11 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. ET on March 23 and 24. To 
attend, register by March 18.

At the meeting, committee 
members will discuss adminis-
trative matters and consult on the 
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture’s Notice of Funding 
Opportunity for the Urban, In-
door and Emerging Agriculture 
grants.

Members of the public who wish 
to submit comments or questions 
related to urban agriculture may 
submit them via www.regulations.
gov. Comments must be submitted 
by March 18.

For special accommodations, 
please contact Leslie Glover at 
602-395-9536 or UrbanAgricul-
tureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@
usda.gov.

Additional details are available 
in the March 8 Federal Register 
notice and online at www.farmers.

gov/urban, or on the committee’s 
webpage.

USDA AND URBAN 
AGRICULTURE

The Federal Advisory Commit-
tee for Urban Agriculture and In-
novative Production is part of a 
broad USDA investment in urban 
agriculture. Other efforts include:

• Grants that target areas of 
food access, education, business 
and start-up costs for new farm-
ers, and policy development re-
lated to zoning and other urban 
production needs.

• Cooperative agreements that 
develop and test strategies for 
planning and implementing mu-
nicipal compost plans and food 
waste reduction plans.

• Investing $260,000 for risk 
management training and crop 
insurance education for histori-
cally underserved and urban pro-
ducers through partnerships be-
tween USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) and the University 
of Maryland, University of Con-
necticut and Michigan State Uni-
versity Center for Regional Food 

Systems.
• Providing technical and fi-

nancial assistance through con-
servation programs offered by 
USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS).

• Organizing 11 Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) urban and subur-
ban county committees. FSA will 
organize additional committees.

The Office of Urban Agricul-
ture and Innovative Production 
was established through the 2018 
Farm Bill. It is led by NRCS and 
works in partnership with numer-
ous USDA agencies that support 
urban agriculture. Its mission is 
to encourage and promote ur-
ban, indoor and other emerging 
agricultural practices, including 
community composting and food 
waste reduction.

More information is available 
at www.farmers.gov/urban and the 
new Federal Advisory Committee 
for Urban Agriculture and Inno-
vative Production website at www.
usda.gov/partnerships/advisory-
committee-urban-ag-innovative-
production.

Additional resources that may 

be of interest to urban agricul-
ture entities include grants from 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing 
Service and National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, as well as 
FSA loans.

USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is 
transforming America’s food sys-
tem with a greater focus on more 
resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to 
safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income 
for farmers and producers using 
climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic in-
vestments in infrastructure and 
clean energy capabilities in ru-
ral America, and committing to 
equity across the department by 
removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.
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Students of USD 430 South Brown County’s Fine Arts Department are excited to receive a donation 
from the Golden Eagle Casino and the Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas.       Submitted
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