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STATE OF KANSAS

Drought emergency is declared

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly approved updated 
drought declarations for Kansas counties 
with Executive Order No. 22-03. This drought 
declaration places all 105 Kansas counties ei-
ther in watch, warning or emergency status.

“The majority of the state of Kansas has 
experienced drought or abnormally dry con-
ditions for the past several months,” Gover-
nor Kelly said. “Unfortunately, these condi-
tions are forecast to persist or get worse, so I 
strongly encourage Kansans to be mindful 
of drought conditions and work to minimize 
the threat of fires across the state.”

The drought declaration placed 19 coun-
ties into an emergency status, 61 counties in 
a warning status and 25 into a watch status. 
This action was recommended by Connie 
Owen, Director of the Kansas Water Of-
fice and Chair of the Governor’s Drought 
Response Team. Kansas has continued to 
experience drier than normal conditions all 
across the state. Most areas have a departure 
from normal precipitation of more than three 
inches over the last six months.

“We have watched drought conditions con-
tinue to get worse since this past fall or longer 
in some areas, causing concern with ground-
water supplies, reservoirs, stream flow, crop 
production, elevated wildfire risk and more,” 
Owen said. “The Governor’s Drought Re-
sponse Team will continue to monitor the 
situation and make recommendations to the 
Governor as necessary, as future outlooks 

call for drought conditions to persist as we 
enter spring.”

Through an interagency agreement be-
tween the Kansas Water Office, Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks, and Kansas 
Division of Emergency Management, coun-
ties in emergency stage are eligible for emer-
gency use of water from certain state fishing 
lakes. These counties also become eligible for 
water in some Federal reservoirs.

Individuals and communities need to 
contact the Kansas Water Office for a water 
supply request prior to any withdrawals from 
lakes. These requests will in turn be referred 
to the appropriate office to obtain necessary 
permits to withdraw requested water.

This Executive Order shall remain in ef-
fect for those counties so identified until re-
scinded by Executive Order or superseded by 
a subsequent Executive Order revising the 
drought stage status of the affected counties.

Effective immediately, Executive Order 
No. 22-03:

• Declares a Drought Emergency, Warn-
ing or Drought Watch for the counties as 
identified below;

• Authorizes and direct all agencies under 
the jurisdiction of the Governor to imple-
ment the appropriate watch, warning or 
emergency level-drought response actions 
assigned in the Operations Plan of the Gov-
ernor’s Drought Response Team.

The Governor’s Drought Response Team 
will continue to watch the situation closely 

and work to minimize the effects drought 
has on Kansans.

For more detailed information about cur-
rent conditions, see the Kansas Climate Sum-
mary and Drought Report on the Kansas 
Water Office website at www.kwo.ks.gov.

County Drought Stage Declarations
Drought Emergency: Barber, Chautauqua, 

Clark, Comanche, Cowley, Finney, Grant, 
Gray, Hamilton, Harper, Haskell, Kearny, 
Meade, Montgomery, Morton, Seward, Stan-
ton, Stevens and Sumner;

Drought Warning: Barton, Butler, Chey-
enne, Clay, Cloud, Decatur, Dickinson, Ed-
wards, Elk, Ellis, Ellsworth, Ford, Geary, 
Gove, Graham, Greeley, Harvey, Hodgeman, 
Jewell, Kingman, Kiowa, Labette, Lane, Lin-
coln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, McPherson, 
Mitchell, Morris, Nemaha, Neosho, Ness, 
Norton, Osborne, Ottawa, Pawnee, Phillips, 
Pottawatomie, Pratt, Rawlins, Reno, Repub-
lic, Rice, Riley, Rooks, Rush, Russell, Saline, 
Scott, Sedgwick, Sheridan, Sherman, Smith, 
Stafford, Thomas, Trego, Wallace, Washing-
ton, Wichita and Wilson;

Drought Watch: Allen, Anderson, Atchi-
son, Bourbon, Brown, Chase, Cherokee, 
Coffey, Crawford, Doniphan, Douglas, 
Franklin, Greenwood, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Johnson, Leavenworth, Linn, Lyon, Miami, 
Osage, Shawnee, Wabaunsee, Woodson and 
Wyandotte.

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation        
selected for grant

SUBMITTED

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) announced that the Prairie 
Band Potawatomi Nation is expected to be 
awarded $489,155 grant to establish lower-
emission diesel projects to upgrade their 
municipal f leet. The Tribal Nation plans 
to replace two, inefficient larger engine ve-
hicles; a municipal, short-haul dump truck; 
and a fire department water tanker.

Nationally, 12 tribal and insular area assis-
tance agreements are expected to be awarded 
totaling $5.4 million in grant funding as 
part of the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
(DERA) program, which funds projects to 
clean up the nation’s legacy fleet of diesel 
engines.

“The Biden administration continues to 
work with tribal nations across the country 
to replace or upgrade older, higher-polluting 
diesel engines, making important progress 
in reducing pollution and advancing envi-
ronmental justice across the country,” said 
EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. “With 
an unprecedented $5 billion investment in 
low- and zero-emission school buses from 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law coming 
soon for communities across the country, 
this is only the beginning.”

The DERA program is prioritizing proj-
ects that help achieve the goals of President 
Biden’s Justice40 initiative, which aims to 
ensure that federal agencies deliver at least 
40 percent of benefits from certain invest-
ments to underserved communities.

Older diesel engines emit more air pol-

lutants, such as nitrogen oxides and par-
ticulate matter, than newer diesel engines. 
These pollutants are linked to a range of 
serious health problems, including asthma, 
lung and heart disease, other respiratory 
ailments, and premature death. The projects 
include replacing municipal trucks, marine 
engines used in fishing vessels, generators 
used for energy production in tribal villages, 
and adding four new electric school buses. 
Tribal projects will occur in areas across 
the country.

Recognizing that tribes and insular areas 
have various administrative, technical and 
financial considerations that other DERA 
National Grant program applicants may 
not, EPA established a separate funding op-
portunity with flexibilities to address the 
unique considerations of tribal and insular 
area applicants. In 2021, EPA offered the 
first DERA Tribal and Insular Area Request 
for Applications (RFA) with no mandatory 
cost share. Although funds were competed 
under a single RFA, tribal applicants only 
competed against tribal applicants, and 
insular areas only competed against other 
insular area applicants. The 2021 competi-
tive process saw more tribal application sub-
missions than in any previous year, with 15 
completely new tribal applicants.

The DERA Tribal and Insular Area 
Grants program gives priority to projects 
that achieve significant reductions in diesel 
emissions and exposure in areas designated 
as having poor air quality. Priority for fund-
ing is given to projects that address the needs 
and concerns of local communities; those 

that use partnerships to leverage additional 
resources and expertise to advance the goals 
of the project; and those that can demon-
strate the ability to promote and continue 
efforts to reduce emissions after the project 
has ended.

Since 2008, DERA grants have funded 
projects that have significantly improved air 
quality and provided critical health benefits 
by reducing hundreds of thousands of tons 
of air pollution and saving millions of gal-
lons of fuel.

EPA will offer clean school bus fund-
ing through the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, which provides an unprecedented $5 
billion over five years for the Clean School 
Bus program. In spring 2022, EPA plans to 
announce a new Clean School Bus rebate 
program for applicants to replace existing 
school buses with low- or zero-emission 
school buses. EPA may prioritize applica-
tions that replace school buses in high-need 
local educational agencies, low-income and 
rural areas, and tribal schools, and applica-
tions that provide cost share. To learn more 
about the upcoming Clean School Bus pro-
gram, please visit EPA’s Clean School Bus 
Program Funding at www.epa.gov.

For more information on the Tribal and 
Insular Area Request for Applications (RFA) 
and related documents, visit EPA’s Tribal 
and Insular Area Grants: Diesel Emissions 
Reduction Act (DERA) page at www.epa.gov.

For more information on the Diesel Emis-
sions Reduction Act (DERA) program, visit 
EPA’s DERA Funding page at www.epa.gov.

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

Transmission 
delivery charge     
to increase

SUBMITTED

Beginning April 1, Evergy Kansas Central residential customers 
will pay an average of $0.36 more per month to have electricity 
delivered to their homes. That amounts to $4.32 per year, based 
on an average monthly usage of 900 kilowatt per hour (kWh). 
Kansas law allows electric utilities regulated by the Kansas Cor-
poration Commission (KCC) to recover costs associated with the 
transmission of electric power through a separate transmission 
delivery charge (TDC) on customer bills, without approval from 
the KCC.

The Commission acknowledged the effective date of the in-
crease at its meeting on Thursday, March 17. Generally, the KCC 
has jurisdiction over Evergy’s retail rates and terms of service. 
However, a regulated electric utility is statutorily authorized to 
adjust its Transmission Delivery Charge due to changes in cost 
under K.S.A. 66-1237(c).

As such, the Commission has no discretion and must accept 
Evergy’s proposed change on a subject to refund basis within 30 
business days of the application. In accordance with the statutory 
requirement, these transmission delivery charges are conclusively 
presumed prudent as filed. If irregularities are later found, the 
Commission can order changes, including refunds.

Evergy’s application requested $310 million in TDC revenues, 
an increase of $20.4 million from the prior TDC. That increases 
the transmission-related portion of a residential customer’s bill 
from $0.018810 per kWh to $0.019214 per kWh.

An order is available at https://estar.kcc.ks.gov/estar/ViewFile.
aspx/20220317103416.pdf?Id=77a74b46-e762-47e7-b938-7c0c7b-
8c2f19.

A recording of the Business Meeting featuring comments 
by the Commissioners on this order is available on the KCC 
YouTube channel.

MARSHALL COUNTY

Museum Day 
will have free 
admission

SUBMITTED

Black squirrels, Pony Express horses and the Easter Bunny 
will be part of Museum Day on Saturday, April 2, as participat-
ing museums in Marshall County offer free admission and 
several activities.

Participating museums include the Marshall County His-
toric Courthouse, Historic Union Pacific Depot, Koester House 
Museum and Gardens, and Pony Express Barn and Museum 
— all in Marysville — as well as the Blue Rapids Museum.

Marysville’s Black Squirrel Committee will sponsor the 
showing of a free family movie, “Nut Job,” at 1 p.m. at the 
Astro 3 Theatre, at 820 Center Street. The movie is part of the 
year-long activities marking the 50th anniversary of Marys-
ville becoming the Black Squirrel City. In 1972, Marysville’s 
City Council passed an ordinance to protect and celebrate its 
black squirrel population.

The Pony Express Barn and Museum also is presenting a 
free movie in the afternoon at Astro 3. The 1925 silent film, 
The Pony Express, will be shown following a short introduc-
tion at 1:30 p.m. Popcorn and refreshments will be available 
for a donation to the new Friends of the Pony Express Barn 
and Museum organization.

In addition, members of the Pony Express Association will 
be on hand at the barn, located at 106 S. Eighth Street, from 
10 a.m. to noon with their horses to demonstrate mochila 
exchanges and talk about Pony Express history and the an-
nual re-rides.

The museum will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Marshall County Historic Courthouse, 1207 Broadway, 

will be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and hosting a scavenger 
hunt/museum bingo throughout the building. Families will 
be able to find answers to questions at various locations in the 
courthouse. The prize will be a punch card to the Marysville 
Aquatic Center for family and friends to enjoy a day at the pool. 
If multiple entries have the most correct answers, a random 
drawing will determine the winning entry.

The courthouse also will be showcasing a change to the 
wedding dress display and opening a new exhibit on local 
restaurants. Dresses and suits that have not been on display 
recently will be shown in the wedding attire exhibit. Eater-
ies, Beaneries and Blue-Plate Specials is the name of the new 
exhibit that will include photos, artifacts and stories from 
Marshall County restaurants over the years.

The Historic Union Pacific Depot, 400 Hedrix Street, will 
be hosting photos with the Easter bunny from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Those who attend also can make a frame for the photo as a 
craft project and receive an Easter treat.

The depot’s Brr BBQ, Brrr Beer, Brrr Bingo event will take 
place from 4 to 8 p.m. that evening. Bingo and beer tickets 
will be sold, and food will be available for a free-will offer-
ing. There will be more than 50 bingo prizes to choose from, 
including $25 gift cards and $25 gas cards.

The Koester House Museum & Gardens, 919 Broadway, will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with an open house from noon 
to 3 p.m. featuring long-time former Koester House Museum 
curator John Howard. Chocolate cake made from Hyacinth 
Koester’s recipe will be served, and Howard will demonstrate 
how the Magic Lantern works to show slides.

The Blue Rapids Museum, 36 Public Square in Blue Rapids, 
will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with various stations set up 
for demonstrations and activities. Those stations include cross 
stitch and embroidery, marbles, a checker contest, dulcimer 
lessons, biscuit-making and some surprises.

For more information, go to www.VisitMarysvilleKS.org.



March 23, 2022 | The Sabetha Herald | sabethaherald.com2

local&area

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH        
AND ENVIRONMENT

March is Colorectal 
Cancer Awareness Month

Submitted
This March, for Colorectal 

Cancer Awareness Month, Kansas 
Department of Health and En-
vironment (KDHE) State Health 
Officer Joan Duwve, M.D., en-
courages men and women to learn 
the symptoms and risk factors of 
colorectal cancer and to make an 
appointment for a colonoscopy.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
resulted in many elective proce-
dures being put on hold, and this 
has led to a substantial decline 
in cancer screening, including 
screening for colon cancer,” said 
Dr. Duwve. “Health care facilities 
are open for business and provid-
ing routine cancer screening, and 
I want to encourage Kansans to 
ask their health care providers 
about getting screened for colon 
cancer and to learn about the 
symptoms of colorectal cancer 
and what they could be doing to 
live longer lives.”

Colorectal cancer develops 
from precancerous polyps in the 
colon (large intestine) or rectum. 
The exact cause of most colorectal 
cancers is not yet known. In Kan-
sas, colorectal cancer is the third 
leading cause of cancer death 
among males and females. Each 
year, 1,300 Kansans are diagnosed 
with colorectal cancer, and more 
than half of them are diagnosed 
in late-stage. In addition, more 
than 500 Kansans die from the 
disease annually.

There are certain risk factors 
linked to colorectal cancer:

Older Age: Colorectal cancer 
can be diagnosed at any age, but 
many people with colorectal can-
cer are older than 50. The rates of 
colorectal cancer in people young-
er than 50 have been increasing, 
but doctors are not sure why.

Inflammatory intestinal condi-
tions: Chronic inflammatory dis-
eases of the colon, such as ulcer-
ative colitis and Crohn’s disease, 
can increase your risk of cancer.

Family history of colorectal 
cancer: You are more likely to 
develop colorectal cancer if you 
have a blood relative who has had 
the disease. If more than one fam-
ily member has colorectal cancer, 
your risk is even greater.

Although early colorectal can-
cer often causes no symptoms, 
advanced colorectal cancer symp-
toms may include:

• A persistent change in your 
bowel habits, including diarrhea 
or constipation, or a change in the 
consistency of your stool

• Rectal bleeding or blood in 
your stool

• Persistent abdominal discom-
fort, such as cramps, gas or pain

• A feeling that your bowel does 
not empty completely

• Weakness or fatigue
• Unexplained weight loss
Reduce your risk for colorectal 

cancer:
Eat a variety of fruits, veg-

etables and whole grains. Fruits, 
vegetables and whole grains con-
tain vitamins, minerals, fiber and 
antioxidants, which may play a 
role in cancer prevention. Begin-
ning in June, if you are over the 
age of 60, meet income guide-
lines and need help getting fresh 
fruits and vegetables, the Kansas 
Senior Farmers Market Program 
can help. Details are available at 
www.kdhe.ks.gov/1053/.

Drink alcohol in moderation, if 
at all. If you choose to drink al-
cohol, limit the amount of alcohol 
you drink to no more than one 
drink a day for women and two 
for men.

Stop smoking. Quitting tobac-
co is a process. Whether you are 
thinking about quitting, are not 
yet ready to quit, or have already 
quit, the Kansas Tobacco Quitline 
can help you with each step of the 
way. The Quitline is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week at 
800-784-8669. Visit www.kansas.
quitlogix.org to learn more.

Exercise most days of the week. 
Try to get at least 30 minutes of 
exercise on most days. If you have 
been inactive, start slowly and 
build up gradually to 30 minutes. 
Talk to your doctor before starting 
any exercise program.

Maintain a healthy weight. 
If you are at a healthy weight, 
work to maintain your weight 
by combining a healthy diet with 
daily exercise. If you need to lose 
weight, ask your doctor about 
healthy ways to achieve your goal. 
Aim to lose weight slowly by in-
creasing the amount of exercise 
you get and reducing the number 
of calories you eat.

Men and women at average risk 
of colorectal cancer should talk 
with their doctor or health care 
professional about colorectal can-
cer screening starting at age 45. 
Kansans who have several family 
members diagnosed with prostate 
cancer at an early age should be-
gin talks at age 40.

This March, recognize Nation-
al Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month by learning about the dis-
ease, talking with your doctor and 
making changes to your lifestyle, 
including making a regular ap-
pointment to get screened.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly announces grants            
to support tourism

Submitted 
Governor Laura Kelly an-

nounced the first-round of 2022 
funding recipients for the Tour-
ism Marketing Grant Program 
(TMGP). The TMGP, adminis-
tered by Kansas Tourism, assists 
Destination Marketing Organi-
zations, tourism communities 
and travel industry businesses or 
events. The program helps with 
first-time marketing efforts or en-
hancement of current marketing 
with new or innovative strategies.

“Our tourism industry in-
jects millions into our economy 
and adds another incentive for 
families to put down roots in 
our state,” Governor Kelly said. 
“These grants will enhance local 
community efforts to develop 
quality tourism assets that will 
grow the economy and improve 
the quality of life for all Kansans.”

Kansas Tourism will provide a 
total of $21,685 in TMGP fund-
ing for three tourism marketing 

projects. Funds will be used to en-
courage travelers to select Kansas 
as a destination.

“Tourism is all about bring-
ing visitors and new dollars to 
Kansas,” said Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Commerce Secretary 
David Toland. “We’re pleased to 
support local marketing efforts 
that showcase the great places to 
visit across our scenic and vibrant 
state. When someone travels to a 
community, they eat at local res-
taurants, stay at local hotels, shop 
at local stores — and all of this 
supports community growth and 
economic prosperity.”

The grant recipients are:
Lawrence Busker Festival: to 

create a collection of professional 
video assets for future promotions 
and social content.

Office of Economic Development, 
Wabaunsee County: to develop 
digital assets for use in a new tour-
ism website and future marketing 
campaigns.

Grow Clay County: to use to-
wards website design and a bill-
board campaign showcasing Clay 
County attractions.

“Tourism marketing and pro-
motion is vital to our industry 
and in encouraging travel to and 
throughout Kansas,” said Kansas 
Tourism Director Bridgette Jobe. 
“This grant allows destinations 
and events to explore new mar-
keting avenues and extend their 
current reach. It leverages our ef-
forts from a state perspective and 
collectively brings more visitors 
to Kansas.”

TMGP applications are ac-
cepted throughout the year with 
awards given in March and Oc-
tober.

For more information, visit 
https://www.travelks.com/travel-
industry/programs-and-resources/
grants/, or contact Kansas Tour-
ism grant program manager Tay-
lor Hartshorn at taylor.hartshorn@
ks.gov.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program receives updates
Submitted

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) has clarified the 
definition of a spot market sale 
and hog eligibility under the Spot 
Market Hog Pandemic Program 
(SMHPP), which assists produc-
ers who sold hogs through a spot 
market sale from April 16, 2020, 
through Sept. 1, 2020. Hog pro-
ducers also will now be required 
to submit documentation to sup-
port information provided on 
their SMHPP application. USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
accept applications through April 
29, which is an extension of the 
April 15 deadline previously set 
for the program.

USDA is offering the SMHPP in 
response to a reduction in packer 
production due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which resulted in fewer 
negotiated hogs being procured 
and subsequent lower market pric-
es. The program is part of USDA’s 
broader Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative and addresses 
gaps in previous assistance for hog 
producers.

“Since opening sign-up for 
the Spot Market Hog Pandemic 
Program, we have heard from 
stakeholders and interested par-
ties who have expressed concern 
and confusion about eligibility 
criteria, particularly as they re-

lated to the definition of a spot 
market sale and the definition 
of an eligible hog,” said FSA Ad-
ministrator Zach Ducheneaux. 
“We have clarified the intent and 
scope of this program to target 
assistance to hog producers who 
were hard-hit by the pandemic but 
have not been included in other 
forms of assistance. In updating 
the SMHPP, we are working to 
provide new, broader, and more 
equitable opportunities for farm-
ers, ranchers and producers.”

SMHPP PROGRAM 
UPDATES

When the pandemic disrupted 
normal marketing channels, in-
cluding access to packers, produc-
ers sold their hogs through cash 
sales to local processors or butch-
ers, direct sales to individuals and 
third-party intermediaries, in-
cluding sale barns or brokers. The 
use of third-party intermediaries 
was the only available marketing 
alternative for many producers 
and are now included in SMHPP.

The only direct to packer sales 
that are eligible for SMHPP are 
those through a negotiated sale. 
Hogs sold through a contract 
that includes a premium above 
the spot-market price or other 
formula such as the wholesale cut-
out price remain ineligible. Hogs 

must be suitable and intended for 
slaughter to be eligible. Immature 
swine (pigs) are ineligible.

FSA will now require documen-
tation to support the accuracy of 
information provided on the FSA-
940 Spot Market Hog Pandemic 
Program application, including 
the number of hogs reported on 
the application that were sold 
through a spot market sale and 
how the price was determined for 
the sale.

SMHPP payments will be cal-
culated by multiplying the num-
ber of head of eligible hogs, not 
to exceed 10,000 head, by the 
payment rate of $54 per head. To 
ensure SMHPP funding avail-
ability is disbursed equitably to 
all eligible producers, FSA will 
now issue payments after the ap-
plication period ends. If calculated 
payments exceed the amount of 
available funding, payments will 
be factored.

APPLYING FOR 
ASSISTANCE 

Eligible hog producers can ap-
ply for SMHPP by April 29 by 
completing the FSA-940, Spot 
Market Hog Pandemic Program 
application, along with required 
supporting documentation. Pro-
ducers can visit www.farmers.gov/
smhpp for examples of supporting 

documentation, information on 
applicant eligibility and more in-
formation on how to apply.

Applications can be submitted 
to the FSA office at any USDA Ser-
vice Center nationwide by mail, 
fax, hand delivery or via elec-
tronic means. To find their local 
FSA office, producers should visit 
www.farmers.gov/service-locator. 
Hog producers can also call 877-
508-8364 to speak directly with 
a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance.

USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is 
transforming America’s food sys-
tem with a greater focus on more 
resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to 
safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income 
for farmers and producers using 
climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic in-
vestments in infrastructure and 
clean energy capabilities in ru-
ral America, and committing to 
equity across the Department by 
removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.

KANSAS WHEAT

Celebrate Bake and Take Month  
this March

Submitted
Whether you know you’ll be stress eating carbs 

during March Madness, you have old bananas in 
the freezer you’ve been meaning to make into bread 
or you’re just looking to bring a smile to someone’s 
face, good things come to those who bake — espe-
cially in March! This month is designated as Bake 
and Take Month, and Kansas Wheat encourages 
all to use this opportunity to reconnect with others 
through a heartfelt, freshly-baked treat.

The premise of Bake and Take Month is simple — 
bake something and share it with a neighbor, friend 
or relative. Perhaps even more important than how 
the finished product looks or tastes, deliver them 
with a personal visit or leave a handwritten note.

“The tradition of Bake and Take Month stretches 
back more than 50 years,” said Cindy Falk, nutri-
tion educator with Kansas Wheat. “What started 
as a promotion to educate consumers about the 
importance of home baking and the nutritional 
value of wheat foods also provides a way for us to 
spend time with our loved ones and give back to 
our communities.”

Bake and Take Month started with Bake and 
Take Day in 1970 as a community service project 
of the Kansas Wheathearts in Sumner County. The 
Kansas Wheathearts, an auxiliary organization 
of the Kansas Association of Wheat Growers, set 
out to share baked goods with family members, 
friends, neighbors and others, generating com-
munity goodwill.

The idea of a community member sharing a fa-
vorite recipe with someone special was so success-
ful that the Kansas Wheathearts created a national 

Bake and Take Day celebration in 1973, celebrated 
on the fourth Saturday in March. Although the 
Kansas Wheathearts disbanded in 2001, Kansas 
Wheat continues to support this tradition in part-
nership with the Home Baking Association.

“Bake and Take Month is a great opportunity 
for us to gather together in the kitchen and around 
the oven,” Falk said. “Break out the oven mitts and 
create memories together while spreading cheer in 
your community.”

Baking together as a family provides not only an 
opportunity to bond together — and potentially 
cover your kitchen in flour — but also a chance 
for your children or grandchildren to hone math, 
science, art, reading and direction-following skills. 
Learn more about how to include your little ones 
in Bake and Take Month at https://eatwheat.org/
learn/cooking-kids-kitchen/.

“Getting kids in the kitchen has many bene-
fits,” wrote registered dietician Jill Ladd on the 
EatWheat website. “Not only are children more 
likely to consume foods that they help prepare, but 
inviting them into the kitchen from a young age 
can instill a love for cooking and help teach them 
fundamental life skills.”

However you choose to celebrate Bake and Take 
Month this March, the surprise of a baked good is 
sure to bring a smile to the recipient’s face — con-
tinuing the long tradition of baking and sharing 
together as a community.

Looking for a new recipe to try out for Bake and 
Take Month? Visit https://kswheat.com/bakeandtake 
or check out the DIY food gift ideas at https://eat-
wheat.org/learn/diy-food-gift-ideas/.

Subscription Options:
Print (yearly)

Digital (daily, monthly or yearly)
Print + Digital (yearly)

Call 785-284-3300        
for more information.

news • sports • youth • record
In Print & Online
785.284.3300
SabethaHerald.com

The Sabetha Herald

Subscribe today!
In State Print: $49
Out of State Print:  $56
In State Print/Online: $61
Out of State Print/Online: $68
Online only: $35



sabethaherald.com | The Sabetha Herald | March 23, 2022 3local&area

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Avian influenza continues to spread in Kansas

Submitted
The Kansas Department of Ag-

riculture (KDA) has now identi-
fied two new counties which have 
confirmed cases of highly patho-
genic avian influenza (HPAI) as 
the disease outbreak continues in 
Kansas and nationwide. Samples 
from birds exhibiting HPAI symp-
toms in a non-commercial back-
yard mixed-species flock (poultry) 
in Dickinson County and also 
in a non-commercial backyard 
mixed-species flock (non-poultry) 
in rural Sedgwick County were 
confirmed today by the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories 
in Ames, Iowa.

KDA is working closely with 
USDA–APHIS on a joint inci-
dent response in both of the new 
locations. KDA officials quaran-
tined the affected premises, and 
birds on both properties will be 
depopulated to prevent the spread 
of the disease.

Anyone involved with poultry 
production from the small back-
yard chicken owner to the large 
commercial producer should 
review their biosecurity activi-
ties to assure the health of their 
birds. Find guidance on bios-
ecurity on the KDA Division of 
Animal Health webpage at www.
agriculture.ks.gov/AvianInfluenza. 
Going forward, any additional 
confirmed cases will be shared 
directly with local communities 
and announced on the KDA Avian 
Influenza webpage, rather than 
through a statewide news release.

Highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza is a highly contagious viral 
disease that can infect chickens, 
turkeys and other birds, and can 
cause severe illness and/or sudden 
death in infected birds. Attentively 
monitor your birds for symptoms 
of HPAI, which include cough-
ing, sneezing, nasal discharge and 
other signs of respiratory distress; 

lack of energy and appetite; de-
creased water consumption; de-
creased egg production and/or 
soft-shelled, misshapen eggs; in-
coordination; and diarrhea. Avian 
influenza also can cause sudden 
death in birds even if they aren’t 
showing other symptoms.

If these symptoms are observed 
in your birds, immediately con-
tact your veterinarian. If you 
don’t have a regular veterinar-
ian, contact KDA’s Division of 
Animal Health office toll-free at 
833-765-2006.

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the recent HPAI detections 
do not present an immediate pub-
lic health concern. No human cas-
es of these avian influenza viruses 
have been detected in the United 
States. Birds and eggs from the 
infected flock will not enter the 
food system. As a reminder, the 
proper handling and cooking of 

all poultry and eggs to an inter-
nal temperature of 165 degrees 
Fahrenheit is recommended as 
a general food safety precaution.

As part of existing avian influ-
enza response plans, federal and 
state partners are working jointly 
on additional surveillance and 
testing in areas around the af-
fected flocks. The United States 
has the strongest AI surveillance 
program in the world, and USDA 
is working with its partners to ac-
tively look for the disease in com-
mercial poultry operations, live 
bird markets and in migratory 
wild bird populations.

For more information about 
HPAI, including current status of 
the confirmed cases in other states 
as well as more information about 
biosecurity for your flock, go to 
KDA’s avian influenza webpage at 
agriculture.ks.gov/AvianInfluenza 
or call KDA at 833-765-2006.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF               
WILDLIFE AND PARKS

Hunters stay vigilant as 
Avian Influenza grows

Submitted
Domestic poultry flocks in the 

Sunflower State are at increased 
risk of contracting Highly Patho-
genic Avian Influenza, or HPAI 
– a highly contagious influenza 
type A virus that’s carried by wild 
waterfowl. Because light goose 
hunters are likely to encounter 
wild birds this time of year, Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and 
Parks (KDWP) is asking hunters 
to engage in best practices to min-
imize inadvertent spread of the 
virus that can cause severe illness 
and/or sudden death in domestic 
poultry flocks.

“Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza is carried by ducks, geese 
and shorebirds and presents itself 
differently in different species,” 
said Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks wildlife disease co-
ordinator Shane Hesting. “Some 
wild birds carry it without symp-
toms, while some get sick and die. 
There is also the chance the virus 
is adapting and becoming more 
virulent, so we must be as vigilant 
as possible to prevent unintention-
al spread to new areas.”

WHAT HUNTERS NEED 
TO KNOW

HPAI is carried by ducks, 
shorebirds and geese  – including 
light geese.

Birds at risk for contracting the 
virus include: raptors, domestic 
poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, 
pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, 
geese and guinea fowl), cranes, 
swans, and scavenger birds like 
vultures, magpies, crows and 
pelicans.

HPAI can be transmitted on 
clothing, shoes and equipment 
containing waterfowl residues.

Following exposure, HPAI can 
remain present in the environ-
ment for extended periods of time, 
including cold, untreated water 
for two weeks or more.

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the recent HPAI detections 

do not present an immediate pub-
lic health concern. No human cas-
es of these avian influenza viruses 
have been detected in the United 
States. Also, avian influenza does 
not present a food safety risk when 
poultry and eggs are handled and 
cooked properly.

WHAT HUNTERS       
CAN DO

Wear nitrile gloves when han-
dling or cleaning wild birds, 
wash hands and arms thoroughly 
with soap and water, and change 
clothes and shoes immediately 
thereafter, especially before ap-
proaching domestic flocks.

Keep wild waterfowl separate 
from domestic birds; do not let 
domestic birds roam in areas 
frequented by wild waterfowl or 
where wild waterfowl have been 
cleaned or disposed of.

Do not transport sick and/or 
dead birds, wild or domestic, away 
from where they were found.

Report sick wild birds, or un-
usual wild bird deaths, to KDWP’s 
Emporia Research and Survey Of-
fice at 620-342-0658, or send an 
email to Hesting at hesting@ks.gov. 
Bird owners who suspect their 
domestic flock has HPAI should 
contact their veterinarian or the 
Kansas Department of Agricul-
ture’s (KDA) Division of Animal 
Health toll-free at 833-765-2006.

“KDWP continues to work 
alongside our partners at the state 
and federal level to monitor this 
virus, but minimizing its spread 
requires the help of everyone, 
hunters included” Hesting said. 
“Stay vigilant, follow proper bios-
ecurity protocols and if something 
doesn’t appear right in a flock, be 
sure to report it.”

For more information on HPAI, 
visit KDA’s avian influenza web-
page at agriculture.ks.gov/Avian-
Influenza or the APHIS website at 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/
ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-
disease-information/avian/avian-
influenza/2022-hpai.

AGRICULTURAL 
STATISTICS

Kansas 
honey 
production 
is down

Submitted
Honey production in 2021 

from Kansas producers with five 
or more colonies totaled 294,000 
pounds, down percent from 2020, 
according to the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service.

There were 7,000 honey pro-
ducing colonies in Kansas dur-
ing 2021, down 13 percent from 
2020. Average yield was 42 pounds 
per colony, down 20 pounds 
from 2020. Producer stocks were 
144,000 pounds on Dec. 15, 2021, 
down from 164,000 pounds a year 
earlier.

Prices for the 2021 crop aver-
aged $2.74 per pound, down from 
$3.25 per pound in 2020. Prices 
were based on retail sales by pro-
ducers and sales to private pro-
cessors and cooperatives. Total 
value of honey produced in 2021 
was $806,000, down 50 percent 
from 2020.

Access the National publication 
for this release at https://usda.li-
brary.cornell.edu/concern/publica-
tions/hd76s004z.

Find agricultural statistics for 
your county, State and the Nation 
at www.nass.usda.gov.

SAFE KIDS KANSAS

March 20-26 is National 
Poison Prevention Week

Submitted
Kansas Governor Laura Kelly 

issued a proclamation to kick off 
National Poison Prevention Week. 
The Poison Center at the Univer-
sity of Kansas Health System and 
Safe Kids Kansas want to remind 
Kansans that Poison Centers are 
ready 24/7 with fast, free advice.

The theme for this year’s Na-
tional Poison Prevention Week 
is Poison Centers – Here for the 
Ages.

Not everyone realizes that 
Poison Centers are for everyone. 
While poison centers get more 
calls about children, calls about 
teens, adults and older adults tend 
to be more serious. Nearly 60 per-
cent of calls to the Kansas Poison 
Control in 2021 involved medi-
cines or pharmaceuticals. How-
ever, other common poisons in-
clude household products, plants, 
mushrooms, pesticides, animal 
bites and stings, carbon monox-
ide, and many other types of non-
pharmaceutical substances.

“The best piece of advice we can 
give is to program the Poison Help 
number, 800-222-1222, in your 
phone and post it visibly in your 
home. This way you are prepared 
in the event of a poisoning emer-
gency or simply have questions,” 
said Stefanie Baines, Education 
Coordinator for the Kansas Poi-
son Control Center.

Here are the ways Poison Cen-
ters save time, worry, lives and 
money:

Time
When seconds count, calling a 

poison center is faster and more 
accurate than a confusing internet 
search.
Worry
Nurses, pharmacists and doc-

tors answer calls. We can help in 
more than 150 languages. Doctors 
and hospitals turn to us for help 
every day.
Lives
Whether it is a question or an 

emergency, Poison Centers are 
there with life-saving informa-
tion when you need it the most.
Money
All calls are free. More than 70 

percent of people who call get the 
help they need right where they 
are – saving the cost of a trip to 
the doctor or hospital.

“It is also important to know 
Poison Centers are not just for 
emergencies. You can call anytime 
from anywhere in the nation for 
information or advice from local 
experts,” said Cherie Sage, State 
Coordinator for Safe Kids Kansas.

If you think someone has been 
poisoned, call 800-222-1222 right 
away. Fast and free expert help is 
available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

For more information about 
preventing accidental poisoning, 
visit www.kansashealthsystem.
com/poison and www.safekids-
kansas.org/poison_prevention.htm.

Have a favorite recipe?
Share it with us!

TO SUBMIT RECIPE:
- Email your recipe to:                 

recipes@sabethaherald.com.

- Drop off a copy of your recipe to:      
1024 Main Street.

- Make sure to include:                    
whose recipe it is, ingredients, 

instructions and any special tips.

If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page 
for all readers to enjoy!


