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SABETHA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

Dr. James Longabaugh, D.O., settles in                      
as new hospital CEO

HEATHER STEWART

After 24 years of practicing as a family 
physician at Sabetha Family Practice, Dr. 
James Longabaugh, D.O., is settling into his 
new role as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) at 
Sabetha Community Hospital (SCH).

Dr. Longabaugh began his new role on 
Jan. 3, after former SCH CEO Lora Key re-
tired. So far, he said he is enjoying his new 
position.

“I have really enjoyed it so far,” Dr. Long-
abaugh said. “It has been a different type of 
stress, but it’s been enjoyable. I have enjoyed 
getting to know the people even better. Ob-
viously, I knew the people that worked here. 
Working – somewhat – beside them from a 
physician standpoint, but it’s a different role 
now, and I really enjoy getting to know them 
from a more personal standpoint.”

While Dr. Longabaugh has been prac-
ticing in the healthcare field for nearly 25 
years, becoming a doctor was not the first 
job he sought out.

“When I graduated from K-State, I was 
looking for a job in sales and after interview-
ing with many pharmaceutical companies, 
I found out I was just not cut out for sales,” 
Dr. Longabaugh said. “So, I took a job at 
the Herrington Hospital as a lab tech and 
worked there for three years.”

With a bachelors degree in microbiology 
and chemistry, Dr. Longabaugh fit into the 
lab well and began to learn the healthcare 
field “very well.”

“Due to a law change at that particular 
time, lab techs were going to be forced to get 
some extra training and one of the doctors 
at that time said, ‘Well, would you rather 
apply to med school instead?’ and I said, ‘I 
guess.’ So, I did and the rest is history,” Dr. 
Longabaugh said. “So, I really enjoyed the 
lab and had the law change not come about 
at that time, I might still be there working in 
the lab. But, the federal government forced 
me to look for a different career.”

PROFESSIONAL CAREER
With the new dream of becoming a doc-

tor, Dr. Longabaugh went on to complete his 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree at 
the University of Health Sciences in Kansas 
City, Mo. Then, he completed residency at 
Smoky Hill Family Practice Residency in 
Salina.

After his residency at Smoky Hill Family 
Practice, Dr. Longabaugh moved to Sabetha 
in 1997 to begin his medical practice.

In addition to being a family physician, 
Dr. Longabaugh has served as the Medical 

Director for the Sabetha EMS since 2000 
and has served on numerous boards and 
committees at the local and state level.

Now that he has begun his new role as 
CEO, Dr. Longabaugh is no longer practic-
ing at the Sabetha Family Practice, but is 
still helping out when and where he can.

“I am taking calls in the evening and 
weekends, to help the other doctors get a 
better work-life balance,” Dr. Longabaugh 
said. “I feel so blessed that I am able to still 
help fulfill some role in something that helps 
them spend time with their family. So, I 
take the equal amount of calls to the other 
physicians on weekends, and I take calls on 
Monday nights.”

As for his role as the Sabetha EMS Direc-
tor, Dr. Longabaugh said he has “no plans 
to give it up.”

“EMS has always been a passion of mine 
and I am board certified in EMS. There are 
not very many physicians that are board 
certified in EMS,” Dr. Longabaugh said. “I 
am one of the 13 family practice physicians 

in the United States that are board certified 
in EMS. I really cherish that and I worked 
hard to get that board certification.”

Dr. Longabaugh said Sabetha EMS con-
tinues to grow and thrive.

“I want to keep working with the local 
people and we have visions on continuing 
to expand that [EMS Department],” Dr. 
Longabaugh said. “We have people in the 
EMS class now. We have young people in 
the paramedic portion, as well. So, we have 
visions of expanding our EMS capabilities 
here. I enjoy EMS and I enjoy the people here 
in our EMS system. They are very passion-
ate about what they do and it shows. I don’t 
want to give that up.”

While Dr. Longabaugh wears many hats, 
he said he’s also trying to practice a work-life 
balance in his new role.

“This has really been a great mind-oc-
cupier for me,” Dr. Longabaugh said. “I’ve 
really been able to throw myself into this 
and it’s a great 
time in my life 

SHS PLAY PREVIEW

Students to present 
‘Spy School’

HERALD REPORT

Sabetha High School students plan on presenting the play “Spy 
School” in multiple performances next week.

Show times are 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, April 1-2, at the Sa-
betha Middle School Auditorium. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 
for students.

It’s the early 1960s, and ordinary teenager Jane Doe is drafted by 
the CIA to become a super-secret secret agent. Her mission? Infil-
trate an American high school to locate a Russian spy about to send 
classified space program information to the USSR. But it’s not easy 
being undercover, especially when your spy family consists of a triple 
double agent spy “mom,” a 30-year-old “younger brother,” and the 
most dashingly narcissistic “dad” ever. Add that to obnoxious fellow 
students, a blatantly sexist curriculum and the horror that is prom, 
and you’ve got a mission that might be impossible.

CAST
Cast members include Mara Aberle as Jane, JR Streett as Blake 

Moore, Kristi Edelman as Natasha Sparrow, AJ Zahner as Joey, Hayden 
Lippert as Spencer, Simon Engelken as Bruce Waters, Madison Menold 
as Priscilla, Jessica Gruber as Debbie, Ella Wynn Laipple as Agent K, 
Gavan Bergman as Fizz, Jacob Enneking as Mr. Blix, Sophia Meyer 
as Ms. Milly, Sadie Krogmann as Ms. Dobbs, Drew Bestwick as Brack 
Milo, Jacob Garber as DJ Mikey Freeze, Kodi Miller as Dr. Robert, 
Jacob Grimm as Bert, Josh Grimm as Tom, Demelia Funk as Lucy, 
Samantha Arnold as Sally, Kaily Dorn as Jezebel, Abbey Gugelman 
as Doris, Avery Baumgartner as Myra, Kiley Teske as Sunny, Kylah 
Edelman as Mom, Davis Rokey as Dad, Luke Renyer as Agent One, 
Krae Aberle as Agent Two and Tristan Schmid as High School Boy.

BUSINESS CONSOLIDATION

Ag Partners Coop        
acquires Bern Oil

SUBMITTED

Vern and Rita Grose, along with Jay and 
Heidi Baumgartner, owners of Bern Oil Com-
pany in Bern, are pleased to announce that they 
have sold Bern Oil Company to Ag Partners 
Coop in Seneca. The last day of operations for 
Bern Oil was Monday, March 14.

V. Grose started working for Bern Oil in 
August of 1979 alongside long-time owner 
Lynn Hartter. R. Grose came on board in 1984, 
doing the accounting and bookwork for the 
company. The Groses were afforded a part-
nership opportunity in 1985 and became half 
owners with Hartter. Then in 1999, J. and H. 
Baumgartner purchased their half of the busi-
ness from Hartter, which cemented the Grose’s 
and Baumgartner’s joint business venture with 
Bern Oil that continued to this day.

Through many discussions between the 
Groses and Baumgartners, both decided that 
the timing was right to sell the business. Over 
the years, they have grown Bern Oil’s customer 
base, as well as the number of gallons they 
have moved. Not only are they proud of how 
their business has grown, but they are also very 
proud of the level of customer service provided 

to their patrons, which is why they are excited 
that they were able to make the transaction 
with Ag Partners Coop work out.

“We have been friendly competitors for 
many, many years. This goes back a long time 
ago to when Mark Studer oversaw the fuel and 
propane business with Nemaha County Coop 
and up to today with the management in place 
at Ag Partners Coop. Our business models are 
about as identical as they could be. We both 
have programs that are very similar to each 
other, offer the same types of products, and 
the most important thing to us was finding a 
company that we knew would put a big focus 
on providing the same type of customer service 
that our customers are used to,” V. Grose said.

Ag Partners Coop is headquartered in Sen-
eca and was part of a merger four years ago 
between Ag Partners Coop in Hiawatha and 
Nemaha County Coop in Seneca. Currently, 
Ag Partners services most of northeast Kansas 
and a good portion of southeast Nebraska. Ag 
Partners has bulk plant locations for fuel and 
propane in Seneca, Hiawatha and St. Marys, 
and has also begun servicing bulk and pack-
aged oil out of 
Sabetha in the 

SABETHA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Fruit bill heads to the Senate
“Tell me and I’ll forget. Teach me and I’ll remember. 
Involve me and I’ll learn.” — Benjamin Franklin

JULIE SHAFER

The Kansas Committee on Fed-
eral and State Affairs voted in favor 
of the proposed state fruit bill – 
HB2644 – which would recognize 
the Sandhill Plum as the official 
state fruit of Kansas. Therefore, 
HB2644 moved to the House floor 
and was passed by a 115-7 vote. 
Now, the bill heads to the Kansas 
Senate.

The fourth and fifth grade 
students at Sabetha Elementary 
School have been learning about 
the legislative process and what 
it takes to get a bill passed. The 
students have been working to 
get their proposed bill – HB2644 
– passed since it all started about 
a year ago in Jobi Wertenberger’s 
fourth grade classroom.

WORKING THE BILL
On Wednesday, March 16, the 

Kansas Committee on Federal 
and State Affairs worked the pro-

posed fruit bill. Representative Lisa 
Moser explained what this means.

“Working the bill includes a 
committee member moving to pass 
HB2644 favorably out of commit-
tee, followed by a second. Then, 
there will be discussion, possible 
amendments and then the maker 
of the motion will move his/her 
motion. Finally, there will be a 
voice vote from the committee. If 
Chairman [John] Barker cannot 
decide based on the voice vote, or 
if any committee member chooses, 
there will be a vote by a show of 
hands. A simple majority will move 
the bill out of committee and ‘be-
low the line’ for consideration to be 
heard on the House floor.”

Representative Randy Garber 
moved to pass the bill and received 
a second from Representative Mos-
er and discussion followed. Repre-
sentative Vic Miller requested an 
amendment to designate the polka 
as the Kansas state dance. How-
ever, many representatives believed 
that the amendment would take 

away from the students’ hard work 
and wanted to see it kept a “clean 
bill” with no amendments.

“I would prefer that the children 
who have worked so hard for this 
be, just in their moment alone, rec-
ognizing the Sandhill Plum as our 
state fruit,” Representative Moser 
said.

There were some representatives 
who supported the polka amend-
ment and said amendments to 
these bills were common.

“This is pretty normal for this 
sort of thing to happen,” said Rep-
resentative Stephanie Clayton.

Representative Steven Howe 
spoke in favor of keeping the bill 
clean.

“I do think we should honor the 
work and time and effort by the 
school students to get a clean bill 
hopefully across the line,” Repre-
sentative Howe said. “There’s a 
lot of diversity in our state, so if 
we’re going to propose an official 
state dance, we should welcome all 
people to offer their testimony.”

The debate continued over the 

Dr. James Longabaugh

These Sabetha High School actors prepare for their spring 
play “Spy School” on Monday night, March 21. Pictured are 
(L-R) Priscilla (Madison Menold), Blake Moore (JR Streett), 
Bruce Waters (Simon Engelken), Jane (Mara Aberle), Spencer 
(Hayden Lippert), Fizz (Gavan Bergman), Natasha Sparrow (Kristi 
Edelman), Joey (AJ Zahner) and Debbie (Jessica Gruber).  
                 Heather Stewart | Herald

LONGABAUGH.3A

CONSOLIDATION.3A FRUIT.3A
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deadlines&information
The Sabetha Herald is the official newspaper for the cities of Sabetha, 
Morrill and Fairview and the Prairie Hills USD No. 113 School District. 
The Herald is published each Wednesday. Circulation for 2019 averaged 
1,800 copies per week. 

The Herald is a member of the Kansas Press Association and Sabetha 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

GENERAL
POSTMASTER
Form 3573 should be sent to: The Sabetha Herald, 
P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS  66534.

POLICY
All material published or inserted in The Sabetha Herald is subject to 
final acceptance of the publisher. 
The Sabetha Herald reserves the right to accept or reject any 
advertisements for any reason at any time and to, if necessary, print the 
word “advertisement” in any display advertisements. 
The Sabetha Herald is not responsible for errors submitted for 
advertisements. 
The Sabetha Herald is not responsible for more than one incorrect 
insertion. No adjustment can be made if error does not alter the value 
of the ad.

HOLIDAY DEADLINES
Special Holiday Deadlines for News and Advertising are 5 p.m. 
Thursday for next Wednesday’s newspaper unless otherwise noted. 
If the holiday falls on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, 
holiday deadlines apply. Holidays include the following: New Year’s Day, 
President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.

NEWS
HOW TO SUBMIT NEWS & ADVERTISING
(1) Stop in our office at 1024 Main Street, Sabetha.
(2) Mail the information (typed or printed legibly) 
to P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS 66534.
(3) Email the news to news@sabethaherald.com; 
Email the advertisement to advertising@sabethaherald.com.
(4) Fax the information (typed or printed legibly) 
to 785-284-2320.

NEWS DEADLINES
10 a.m. Monday for Wednesday newspaper.

PHOTOS
When submitting news photos, please submit by email or in person. Be 
sure to provide adequate information naming all persons in the photo & 
describing in detail what is going on in the photo.
Engagement, Wedding and Anniversary Photos are $25. 
The photos run two columns wide.
Anniversary Photos are $25 for (1) two-column photo, or (2) one-
column photos. The charge is $35 to run (1) two-column photo AND (1) 
one-column photo.
Obituary Photos are $20 and run one column wide.
Birthday and Birth Photos are $20 and run one column wide.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries printed in The Sabetha Herald are printed for free up to 250 
words. For anything beyond that, the charge is $.50 per word. A photo 
can be added for $20. For more information, contact us at 785-284-
3300 or news@sabethaherald.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements printed in The Sabetha Herald are printed for free up 
to 150 words. For anything beyond that, the charge is $.50 per word. 
Photos can be added for an additional charge. For more information on 
photo charges, visit our website at http://sabethaherald.com/about/
submit-an-announcement/ 
or contact us.

LETTERS
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve 
the right to edit for clarification or length. Letters should be fewer 
than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other week. 
Letters are due by 10 a.m. on Monday before publication and must 
be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone number for 
verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be included 
in the printed letter. We do not publish anonymous letters or letters 
printed elsewhere.

ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Advertising: 10 a.m. Monday for Wednesday newspaper.
Changes to ad copy must be submitted by 5 p.m. Monday. 
Because space is limited, The Sabetha Herald staff must be notified 
of full color advertisements two weeks in advance. Placement is first 
come first serve.
If an advertiser would like an ad placed on a specific page of the paper, 
Herald staff requires notification one week in advance. Not all requests 
can be granted.

AD PROOFS & AD TEARSHEETS
If requested, proofs of advertisements will be delivered prior to 
publication by fax or by e-mail, providing all copy is submitted by the 
deadline. 
Electronic Tearsheets will be provided upon request through The 
Sabetha Herald DropBox folder.

PAYMENTS
The Sabetha Herald requires prepayment on all ads unless you or your 
business has an established account with us. 
Payments are due by the end of the month. 
Late payment penalty is $3.50 per month.  
A $30 charge will be added to advertising bills paid with an insufficient 
funds check.

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES
The local rate for legal and public notices is $6.25 per column inch per 
issue.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
The local display advertising rate is $6.00 per column inch. This rate is 
non-commissionable. 

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADVERTISING
The local classified advertising rate is $6.50 per column inch. This rate 
is non-commissionable. 
The Herald does not run line classifieds.

INSERTS
The non-commissionable insert rate is 10 cents a piece for pre-prints, 
12 tab pages or less. The non-commissionable insert rate is 11 cents a 
piece for pre-prints 12 to 24 tab pages. 
The insert rate for non-mechanical inserts is 12 cents a piece.

SUPPLEMENTAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
We offer businesses the opportunity to participate in a number of 
campaigns aimed at boosting your business. Select from themed 
campaigns or contact our staff and request that we design a campaign 
specifically for you! For more information, e-mail advertising@
sabethaherald.com.

SUPPLEMENTAL SECTION SPONSORSHIP
We offer a number of opportunities for area businesses to sponsor our 
Special Supplements. For more information, 
e-mail advertising@sabethaherald.com.

ADDITIONAL CHARGES & FEES
A design fee of $35 per hour will be charged for any advertisement 
requested and designed, but not placed.
A late fee of $2 per column inch will be charged for advertisements 
requested after deadline.

Worship
DIRECTORY

Find the local Worship Directory 
under the “Church Schedules”                                          

tab on our website at                                 
www.SabethaHerald.com.
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125 YEARS Thursday, March 25, 1897
Attention is called to the official statement of the Citizens State bank 
in this issue. The large reserve, about thirty percent, of the deposits, 
shows a management that is safe to tie to.
Mrs. Nancy Holdredge has been giving her attendants a good deal of 
trouble of late and it was thought advisable to remove her to the poor 
farm, Here guardian, R. C. Doolittle, accompanied her to Seneca Friday. 
She is feeble minded and may be placed in the asylum.
C. E. Leeper got back from his Southern trip last week. He has been 
in East Tennessee, near Chattanooga. The country there is too rough 
and uninviting to suit him, and he thinks if he should visit the state 
again he would go to the southern part of the state and farther west.

100 YEARS Thursday, March 23, 1922
Ed Garber has returned from a visit with his brother. John who has 
a fruit ranch in Florida expects to go to Phillips county soon where 
he owns over 200 acres of farm land. He has 125 acres in wheat. Bob 
Garber, brother of the Garber boys, who has for years been Rock Is-
land agent at Stuart near Phillipsburg, Kas., spent Sunday with home 
folks in Sabetha.
The Librarian put out 140 books on Monday. An average of 100 books 
is taken in and put out each day of late. Monday and Saturday are the 
biggest days. Week before last the biggest output was 174; the lowest 
87, and average of over 125 during the week.

75 YEARS Wednesday, March 19, 1947
Winter Weather Hangs On. The rain which fell last week totalled 17 
inches, according to Billy Deaver, the Farmers State Bank weatherman. 
The rain gauge, back in operation after several days of inactivity due 
to a blocked pipe, registered only 0.5 of an inch for the snow over the 
week end, despite the fact that gutters and sidewalks have been giving 
pedestrians trouble. The moisture is welcomed by farmers with winter 
wheat crops, as this winter has been rather dry, but it continues to 
hamper the planting of oats. The fields are too muddy to work at pres-
ent. The recent wet snow probably contained more moisture than that 
recorded by the rain gauge due to fact that it is designed to measure 
rainfall only, and is entitled to errors of judgment on snow.
Fire Destroys Barn. Fire destroyed the barn on the J. H. Wilson farm, 
six miles south of Sabetha Sunday. Mr. Wilson estimated the loss at 
$2,500. It was partially covered by insurance. The barn was wired for 
electric lights recently and Mr. Wilson believes the fire might have 
started from defective wiring. The loss consisted of hay, grain, har-
ness and a feed grinder, which was parked near the barn. The Sabetha 
fire department kept the fire from spreading to other buildings — St. 
Joseph News-Press

50 YEARS Thursday, March 23, 1972
A long time member of Kansas State University faculty, Dr. George 
Montgomery is being honored at a retirement dinner at the K-State 
Union Bluemont Room. Professor Montgomery will be retiring July 1 
after having been associated with Kansas State University for 47 years 
ever since he was graduated from KSU in 1925. He grew up in Sabetha 
and is a brother of Charles and Robert Montgomery and Mrs. Mattie 
Miller of Sabetha.
The Miss Topeka Scholarship Pageant, sponsored by the Topeka Jay-
cees will be held April 8 in the Topeka Municipal Auditorium. In the 
weeks leading up to the pageant, The Topeka State Journal is carrying 
a brief biography and picture of each candidate. Janet Sue Meyer, 18, 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fremond Meyer of Sabetha. She is a 
freshman at Kansas State University.

25 YEARS Wednesday, March 19, 1997
Mid-America Dairymen Inc. is working out the final details of the sale 
of its closed Sabetha plant to IMAC, a dairy product processing firm 
headquartered in Denver, Colo. Those who envisioned a sale would 
mean the replacement of most of the jobs lost last fall with the Mid-
Am plant’s closure will be disappointed. For the near future, at least, 
production at the plant will not require anywhere near the number of 
employees as worked for Mid-Am.
Local nature lovers don’t have to worry that the Outdoor Learning 
Center was a one-year project which was soon forgotten. Marsha Bau-
erle, Sabetha Elementary School media specialist, said an important 
job that was delayed because of rains last spring has already been ac-
complished this year. Shane Schuette recently donated the seed and his 
time to sow the site with a mixture of native grass seed. That will leave 
only two important jobs unfinished, construction of the shelter house 
and fencing in the center, Bauerle said. Sabetha High School students 
in a drafting class have drawn a set of blueprints for the shelter house, 
Bauerle said. Bids are now being accepted for the structure. The fence 
cannot be put up until contractors have finished with the shelter, which 
should be in two to three months, Bauerle said.

10 YEARS Wednesday, March 21, 2012
Applications for role models for the Sabetha Elementary School Pre-
school are now being accepting, and the deadline for submission for 
the 2012-13 school year is March 30. Peer models must be 3-5 years 
old by April 1 and live in the USD No. 113 district. Transportation is 
not provided to peer models. The Sabetha Elementary Early Child-
hood Special Education Preschool was established to primarily serve 
children with disabilities; however, peer models are an important part 
of our integrated preschool program.
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TEMPERATURES 3/24-3/30 PRECIPITATION 3/24-3/30

SABETHA WEATHER

0-2 Low     3-5 Moderate     6-7 High 
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RF: The patented AccuWeather.com  RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body.

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV 
Index™ number, the greater the need 
for eye and skin protection.

TEMPERATURE
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Statistics through Monday, March 21

High for the week 78°
Low for the week 28°
Normal high 55°
Normal low 32°
Average temperature 50.5°
Normal average 43.7°

Total for the week 1.61
Total for the month 1.93
Normal for the month 1.26
Total for the year 3.11
Normal for the year 2.87

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2022
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Ronald Wittmer
Ronald Duaine (Ron) Wittmer, 80, of 

Sabetha, went home to be with his Lord 
and Savior on Monday, March 14, 2022, at 
the Apostolic Christian Home in Sabetha.

Ron was born on Oct. 14, 1941, and 
grew up on a farm west of Bern. He gradu-
ated from Bern High School in 1959 and 
enjoyed playing high school sports.

He raised his three children while 
farming alongside his dad, Harlan. He 
was a distributor for Ag Bag, and then 
a crop adjuster. Ron enjoyed officiating 
high school basketball, and would often 
talk of his days of refereeing.

Ron loved watching all sports, espe-
cially youth sport activities. He coached boys’ high school summer 
league baseball, and volunteered to help with his kids’ activities while 
they were growing up. He especially enjoyed attending his grandkids 
events.

Ron is remembered by his family for his larger than life presence; 
for giving big bear hugs and laughing heartily, with a huge grin.

“How do?,” “Better than I deserve,” “Sky-blue pink,” and “Fat and 
Sassy” are a few of Ron’s classic lines.

Ron spent the last year of his life at the Apostolic Christian Home in 
Sabetha, battling the end-stage of Alzheimer’s. The family is thankful 
for the care their dad and grandpa received at the AC Home.

Ron was preceded in death by his parents, Harlan Wittmer and 
Alice (Strahm) Wittmer; and his sister, Susan (Steven) Traw.

Ron is survived by his children, Sheri (Dean) Menold, Rhonda 
Wittmer and Rod (Shannon) Wittmer; his grandchildren, Jenna (Ben) 
Swinger, Troy Matson, Tanner (Emily) Matson, Kylie (BJ) Sparks, 
Trevor Bredemeier, Kiara Bredemeier, Emma Wittmer and Tel Wit-
tmer; six great-granddaughters; his brother, Larry (Beverly) Wittmer; 
and his nieces and nephews.

A private family service with Ron’s children and grandchildren 
will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Apostolic Christian 
Home, 518 Paramount Street, Sabetha, Kansas 66534.
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last couple of months.
“We are very excited to have the 

opportunity to bring Bern Oil on 
board with our business. Vern, 
Rita and Jay have run and built a 
very reputable business, and they 
are some of the most upstanding 
people I have ever met. When 
Vern and Jay approached us about 
this possibility, we knew that this 
would be a very good thing for 
both parties because of the type of 
business they have built and how 
very similar our businesses are,” 
said Eric Osterhaus of Ag Partners 
Coop. “We have always prided 
ourselves on our customer service, 
just like Bern Oil has. We will be 
very committed to continuing this 
expectation for their customers, 
but we also know that there will 
be a few speedbumps along the 
way, which can be expected with 
any type of change.”

V. and R. Grose will continue 
working on behalf of Bern Oil to 
clean up the loose ends of finish-
ing out their business. V. Grose 
will work for Ag Partners Coop in 
a short-term capacity, delivering 
propane for the next few months 

and helping with the transition 
of customer information and get-
ting other details squared away. 
The Groses are very much looking 
forward to a retirement that will 
allow them to do some traveling 
and spend a lot more time chasing 
their grandkids.

J. Baumgartner accepted an of-
fer to work full-time for Ag Part-
ners Coop, serving in the same ca-
pacity that he has for many years 
with Bern Oil. Brandon Macke, a 
seasonal propane driver, has also 
accepted an offer to work for Ag 
Partners Coop in the same capac-
ity as well.

“One of our first priorities in 
putting this acquisition together 
was to ensure that we could secure 
the services of Jay and Brandon. 
Those guys were a vital part of be-
ing able to make this acquisition a 
success,” Osterhaus said.

Both parties are in the process 
of notifying customers about 
completing the necessary pa-
perwork, and ensuring all ques-
tions and concerns are addressed. 
Customers should know that all 
contracts completed before the 
acquisition will be honored.

Donald Laney
Donald Leroy Laney, 92, of Sabetha, formerly of Falls City, Neb., 

died on Friday, March 18, 2022, at his home.
Donald was born in Carthage, Mo., on Jan. 31, 1930, to Charles 

Jackson Laney and Lottie Jane (Fry) Laney. Donald married Jeraldine 
D. Boyd on June 4, 1950, and they were married for 71 years.

Donald was preceded in death by his parents; and his siblings, 
James Laney, Elwood Laney, Nancy Reason, Delores Whitehead and 
Gene Laney.

Donald is survived by his wife, Jeraldine Laney of the home in 
Sabetha; his five children, Deborah (Patrick) O’Neil, James (Angel) 
Cole, Douglas (Shirley) Laney, Donald Jeffrey (Connie) Laney and 
Sandy (Sean) Schuetz; his brother, David Laney; 15 grandchildren; 
22 great-grandchildren; his nieces and nephews; and extended fam-
ily and friends.

Funeral Services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 26, 
2022, at the NorthRidge Church in Sabetha. A visitation will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 25, 2022, at the NorthRidge Church 
in Sabetha. Memorial contributions may be made to The Gideons 
International, sent in care of Popkess Mortuary, 823 Virginia Street, 
Sabetha, Kansas 66534.

A complete obituary may be viewed on the Popkess Mortuary 
website, and online condolences may be left for the family at www.
popkessmortuaries.com.
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to be able to do that. It’s been very 
healthy for me and I’ve enjoyed it.”

NEW ADDITIONS          
TO SCH

In addition to expanding the 
EMS Department, Dr. Long-
abaugh said there are many plans 
being explored to expand the ser-
vices at SCH.

“If you’re not growing, you’re 
dying,” Dr. Longabaugh said. “I 
am always looking for new things, 
new talent, new services and cer-
tainly just lots of things happen-
ing in the hospital that are just 
very exciting. Some brand new 
things that have never been done 
at the Sabetha hospital before.”

New things being added (or 
already added) to the SCH’s rep-
ertoire include a new orthopedic 
surgeon, Dr. Adam Streit; two new 
surgeons; a new respiratory thera-
pist, Kendra Douglas; a pediatric 
occupational therapist, Kasha Re-
bant; and MRI capabilities.

Dr. Adam Streit
“Dr. Adam Streit is off to such a 

good start and he is a sharp young 
man,” Dr. Longabaugh said. “Sa-
betha is his Kansas hub. So, he is 
here every week and he has done 
operations here in Sabetha that 
have never been done in Sabetha 
before.”

According to Dr. Longabaugh, 
Dr. Streit is very busy and he is 
here for “the long haul.”

“He has a vested interest in 
southeast Nebraska and north-
east Kansas,” Dr. Longabaugh 
said. “He bought a farm not too 
far away. He’s near his family 
where he grew up. We know he 
is going to be a big part of our fu-
ture and we’re very tickled about 
that. We’ve done everything we 
can to make sure he has a good 
place to operate, a well-trained 
staff and the equipment, we don’t 
have everything quite yet to do 
joint replacements or hip fractures 
yet, but that’s our goal, to really 
expand the services that he can 
provide.”

New Surgeons
Two new surgeons will be mov-

ing to Sabetha and the surround-
ing area in the next two years.

“Sabetha has joined with 
Holton and Seneca in signing a 
recruiting contract with two other 
surgeons that will start this fall 
and one a year and a half from 
now. They are very nice young 
men and very well trained,” Dr. 
Longabaugh said. “Once again, 
they have a vested interest in this 
area. They have family nearby and 
they are going to be a huge part of 
our future, as well.”

Dr. Longabaugh said the SCH 
surgery department continues to 
grow in multiple aspects, includ-
ing staffing, equipment and its 
capabilities.

“We know that [the surgery de-
partment] is going to be a big part 
of our future,” Dr. Longabaugh 
said. “Everything that we do from 
a planning standpoint, we will 
certainly take that into consid-
eration.”

Kendra Douglas
Douglas, the new respiratory 

therapist, began last week.
“We have not had a respiratory 

therapist here in this hospital for 
over 15 years,” Dr. Longabaugh 
said. “We have sent our respira-
tory therapy testing out of town 
since that period of time. We were 
fortunate enough to recruit her in. 
She will be doing some things here 
that haven’t been in Sabetha for 
many, many years. We will update 
the equipment that she will need 
to be able to perform pulmonary 
function testing and coordinate 

home sleep studies for sleep apnea 
and a pulmonary rehabilitation 
program. It’s going to be a neat 
program.”

Kasha Rebant
“Not many small towns have a 

pediatric occupational therapist,” 
Dr. Longabaugh said. “So, we are 
fortunate enough to have that in 
our repertoire and add that to our 
already stellar and strong therapy 
department. Many areas of the 
hospital wax and wanes with cer-
tain seasons, but not the therapy 
department. They are constantly 
busy and we also know that as the 
orthopedic surgery department 
gets bigger, therapy will get busier 
as well. We’re looking at recruiting 
more staff for them and hopefully 
going to get them more space in 
the future to continue to grow 
their department. It’s amazing. 
That department is growing and 
they’re busy.”

MRI Capabilities
SCH now has an MRI machine 

available on-site, along with a tech 
that can run the MRI machine.

“Our MRI tech is training 
other people to do MRIs, so we 
have MRI capabilities, at least 
five days a week if not more,” Dr. 
Longabaugh said. “It’s very nice 
and it’s getting utilized very fre-
quently.”

Dr. Longabaugh also said they 
are hoping to increase the num-
ber of babies delivered at SCH, in 
order to get the numbers back to 
what it was a few years ago.

FUTURE HOSPITAL 
PLANS

With all of the new programs 
coming to SCH, Dr. Longabaugh 
said the hospital will need to ex-
pand.

“We really want to be able to 
give them all the space that they 
need to do the things they want 
to do, or the things we need to 
do, and the tools for them to be 
able to accomplish those tasks 
as well,” Dr. Longabaugh said. “I 
know when the new portion of the 
hospital was constructed in 2005, 
there was a vision for phase two 
and phase three of that facility 
that included tearing this facil-
ity [the old hospital] down and 
adding a clinic onto that facility 
[the new portion of the hospital] 
as well. But times are a little dif-
ferent now, where our needs may 
be different.”

Dr. Longabaugh said, for ex-
ample, that it wasn’t “anticipated” 
to have an orthopedic surgeon in 
house 22 years ago when those 
phases were drawn.

“We have had to go back to the 
drawing board a little bit and try 
to re-imagine what we are going 
to need for the next 20 years or 
longer maybe,” Dr. Longabaugh 
said, “or maybe even the next 50 
years, but the physicians and other 
providers that we have coming in 
looks like we have a good 20-30 
year plan that we need to develop 
to keep these providers satisfied. 
Part of that will be space.”

Dr. Longabaugh said “hope-
fully” with the help of the SCH 
Hospital Board and many com-
munity members, the hospital 
can begin to look at “significant” 
construction and expansion of the 
current facility.

“That process has already been 
started, with preliminary talks 
and drawings, early, early plans 
about various scenarios to either 
add on to the new facility here or 
construct a completely new stand-
alone facility, near this campus 
as well,” Dr. Longabaugh said. 
“Both of those scenarios have been 
looked at in some minor detail 
right now, but will be looked at in 
much greater detail as the next few 

months go by. The hope is that as 
the next few months go by, we will 
really narrow some things down 
as to what plan will work best for 
the citizens of Sabetha and SCH.”

In addition to changes at the 
current hospital – located at 14th 
and Oregon Streets – Dr. Long-
abaugh said they have “outgrown” 
the Sabetha Family Practice clinic 
on Main Street.

“We’re busting at the seams 
down there [Sabetha Family 
Practice],” Dr. Longabaugh said. 
“We are flushed with providers 
and are really blessed with some 
great physicians and mid-levels. 
Part of the plan for the future is 
moving that clinic onto this cam-
pus [at 14th and Oregon Streets] 
and being able to expand those 
offices as well.”

Dr. Longabaugh said that while 
there are several options that have 
been discussed for the use of the 
Sabetha Family Practice, nothing 
is set in stone.

“Part of the usage for that space 
will depend on what we can build 
over here. If we can move every-
thing over here on this campus 
that we would like to have, we 
may not need that facility at all, 
and might be able to sell it,” Long-
abaugh said. “Now, our goal is 
to have all of the clinic facilities 
attached to the hospital, so the 
providers can go from clinic to 
hospital freely and easily. That will 
certainly make their practice more 
efficient to either deliver babies 
or see people in the emergency 
department.”

As for which direction the hos-
pital will go, Dr. Longabaugh said 
he is excited to see the “hopes and 
dreams” of colleagues, as well as 
his own come to fruition.

“I am very excited to be able 
to incorporate some of the hopes 
and dreams of the people I have 
worked with and heard from over 
the last 20 years, about which di-
rection the hospital might go,” Dr. 
Longabaugh said. “Obviously, I 
have some of my personal opin-
ions as well, but I feel like I’ve 
been able to assimilate the physi-
cians’, staff members’ and nurses’ 
thoughts into those opinions as 
well. I’m very excited to have some 
small role in where the hospital 
goes as the next 10 years go by and 
really assimilate those thoughts 
and opinions. The future looks 
extremely bright. Build it and they 
will come.”

STAFFING
With all the new changes com-

ing to SCH, Dr. Longabaugh said 
staffing issues are always at the 
“forefront” of any administrators 
list when talking about hospital 
staff right now.

“It’s just such a common prob-
lem, but I suspect most industries 
now are fighting some of the same 
issues,” Dr. Longabaugh said. 
“Our issues may be a little more 
public from a nursing staffing 
standpoint, but many other in-
dustries are fighting staffing is-
sues and we are certainly in that 
same boat. We have really been 
able to recruit some very talented 
staff. We also really try to focus 
on retention. That is something 
we realized very early on that it 
is worthwhile on expenditure of 
resources to keep the talent and 
keep the good help that we have 
and not let them get away, if at all 
possible.”

Dr. Longabaugh said that SCH 
still has to recruit, but they will 
market themselves and “tout their 
benefits.”

“It might not always be money,” 
Dr. Longabaugh said. “We have 
other things, including great ben-
efits, comradery and a very stable 

work environment. As witnessed 
by one of the gauges is our help 
wanted ad. It’s getting a little 
shorter. That might be a strange 
measure of success from HR, but 
my goal is to not have that some 
day.”

Staffing shortages are common, 
but are more prevalent now after 
the COVID-19 pandemic began, 
but Dr. Longabaugh said SCH is 
“rolling with the punches.”

“We’re just doing whatever we 
have to do to take good care of 
patients,” Dr. Longabaugh said. 
“That was our goal before the 
pandemic, during the pandemic 
and that will be our goal moving 
forward.”

Dr. Longabaugh said SCH is 
also making work-life balance an 
important part to his administra-
tive standpoint.

“That is one of the other main 
themes to my philosophy,” he said. 
“Everybody has lives outside of 
the hospital and we want to do 
everything we can to support 
those endeavors and to attend 
family events and sporting events, 
and church activities, whenever 
they occur. We have really made 
it known that if you have other 
things to do, you let us know 
and we’re going to do our best to 
make accommodations to fit those 
things in. We’re going to walk that 
walk, not just talk about it, we’re 
actively doing it.”

With all of Dr. Longabaugh’s 
dreams and aspirations about the 
future of SCH, he said that former 
CEO Key taught him – as well as 
others who work at SCH – to be 
fiscally responsible.

“I think she [Lora Key] did such 
a good job,” Dr. Longabaugh said. 
“Times have been tough off and 
on in the healthcare field from a 
financial standpoint. She did such 
a good job of making sure that the 
hospital remained financially 
strong and solvent, and still able to 
do the vast majority of the things 
we needed to do here in Sabetha 
and not have to transfer everybody 
out of town. So, I think that was 
one of the great lessons I learned 
from her and I will certainly do 
my best to carry that along. Each 
CEO has their own visions and 
dreams. I have my own visions 
and dreams, too. Obviously, I will 
pick many other people’s brains 
as far as how to proceed, but I 
will still try to maintain the fis-
cal responsibility that Lora really 
encouraged us to do.”

ABOUT DR. 
LONGABAUGH

Dr. Longabaugh was born and 
raised in Herrington, Kan. Af-
ter high school, Dr. Longabaugh 
graduated from Kansas State Uni-
versity with a bachelor of science. 
Then, he went on to complete his 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree at the University of Health 
Sciences in Kansas City, Mo. Fol-
lowing this, he completed residen-
cy at Smoky Hill Family Practice 
Residency in Salina.

After his residency, Dr. Long-
abaugh and his wife, Michele, 
moved to Sabetha in 1997, when 
he began working as a family phy-
sician at Sabetha Family Practice 
and Sabetha Community Hos-
pital. They have three children, 
Matt, Jordan and Jake.

Matt is currently attending 
Kansas University and is major-
ing in Wildlife Biology.

Jordan will graduate soon from 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City, and will begin a four-year 
OB-GYN residency at the Univer-
sity of Kansas’ Wichita campus.

Jake is currently attending Kan-
sas State University and is major-
ing in business.
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LONGABAUGH.1A

CONSOLIDATION: Ag Partners, 
Bern Oil notify customers
CONSOLIDATION.1A

FRUIT: House Bill 2644 passes 115-7, heads to Senate
FRUIT.1A

polka amendment. However, in 
the end, the amendment failed.

Chairman Barker compliment-
ed the students again for their 
efforts saying, “They did an out-
standing job and I was thoroughly 
impressed.”

Representative Garber moved 
to pass House Bill 2644. The mo-
tion passed to send the bill to the 
House floor.

HOUSE FLOOR DEBATE
On Monday, March 21, Repre-

sentative Garber carried the bill 
before the House.

Representative Louis Ruiz 
came forward in support of the 
bill commenting that the students 
who gave their testimony for the 
fruit bill “were very passionate 
about this.”

Representative John Carmi-
chael came forward in opposition 
of the bill.

“I have a particular fondness 
for Sandhill Plums... but I’m go-
ing to vote ‘no’ for a different rea-
son,” Representative Carmichael 
said. “When I was a kid, we had 
to memorize the state flower, the 
state animal, the state bird and we 
had to be able to spell them all. 
A few years ago, we had the state 
fossil, I think it was, and it was 

something I couldn’t pronounce 
and something I couldn’t spell. 
So, I have concluded that as much 
as I want to commend everyone 
involved in advocating for this 
legislation, I’m probably not go-
ing to be voting for bills that in-
crease the number of things kids 
in elementary school have to be 
able to know and spell.”

Representative Barker teased 
back at Representative Carmi-
chael.

“Plum, P-L-U-M, if you have 
any trouble with ‘Sandhill’ you 
can come over and I’ll have you 
write it a hundred times,” Repre-
sentative Barker said.

Garber closed by asking for the 
House to pass the bill.

“These kids were really engaged 
in this and they’ve learned a lot 
about how the legislative process 
works,” Representative Garber 
said.

Shortly after the hearing, Rep-
resentative Garber shared his 
thoughts.

“I think it will pass. We will 
find out tomorrow or maybe today 
if we do emergency final action. 
Then, it has to go through the Sen-
ate or be put in conference com-
mittee,” Garber said. “Represen-
tative Carmichael must not be a 
good speller. I appreciated Repre-
sentatives Ruiz and Collins’ com-

ments and support. While people 
may complain about this being a 
waste of time, it was a good learn-
ing experience for our students.”

HOUSE FLOOR 
EMERGENCY FINAL 
ACTION

The bill moved into emergency 
final action near the end of the day 
for an official vote. Speaker Pro 
Tem Blaine Finch asked the repre-
sentatives to record their votes and 
then asked for any who wished to 
explain their vote.

“Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I vote 
‘no’ on HB2644, plum, P-L-U-M-
B,” Representative Carmichael 
said.

Then, the speaker asked for any 
further explanations of vote, and 
Representative Kenneth Collins 
came forward.

“As the representative from 
Mulberry, I would have preferred 
the Red Mulberry,” Representative 
Collins said.

The speaker concluded with 
asking for any further explana-
tions of vote, or any member who 
desired to change their vote.

“One hundred and fifteen [115] 
having voted in favor, and seven 
to break those children’s hearts, 
House Bill 2644 having received 
a constitutional majority is hereby 
declared passed,” Speaker Finch 

said.

STUDENTS
Meanwhile at schools around 

Kansas, students celebrated an-
other win.

“There was a resounding cheer 
on our end when we watched 
the bill get approved,” said Paula 
Leidel, Valley Falls fifth grade 
teacher. “How fun and memorable 
for all!

“My kids jumped up and down 
and cheered too! We also had a 
very interesting class discussion 
over the representative and his 
comments about the learning and 
spelling hardships of adding Sand-
hill Plum as the state fruit. Many 
lessons learned today! So exciting 
to be part of this project!” said Di-
ana Keeler, Garnett fifth teacher.

Sheryl Plattner, fifth grade 
teacher at Sabetha Elementary 
School, said she allowed her stu-
dents to eat lunch in the classroom 
“so they wouldn’t miss anything.”

“This really has been an incred-
ible learning experience for our 
kids, as well for most of the adults 
that have followed this process,” 
Wertenberger said. “Yesterday 
[March 21] was another incred-
ible day for our bill, HB2644. It 
will now be headed to the Senate 
where it will start the process of 
going into a Senate committee.”
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

God’s not worried, are you?

Over the past few years, 
it seems each time I’ve 
begun thinking about 

what to write for these articles, 
there has been some new disas-
ter on the horizon, or still in the 
rearview mirror (which may be 
closer than it appears), or maybe 
even running right toward us. 
With every new thing that ap-
pears to be falling apart, I know I 
need to be reminded to maintain 
the right perspective, and maybe 
you do too.

In a passage that is intended to 
give a proper perspective about 
what goes on in this world, we 
read this in Isaiah 40:25-26, “‘To 
whom then will you liken Me 
that I would be his equal?’ says 
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes 
on high and see who has created 
these stars, the One who leads 
forth their host by number, He 
calls them all by name; because 
of the greatness of His might and 
the strength of His power, not one 
of them is missing.”

When things in our lives or in 
the world seem like they are be-
coming overwhelming, go outside 
on a clear night and look at the 
stars. Some of those stars we see 

in the night sky are actually gal-
axies that are made up of billions 
of stars, and there are billions of 
galaxies in the 
universe!

God, who 
has the power 
and wisdom to 
create that and 
know them all 
by name – He 
is not worried! 
He is not wor-
ried about the 
calamities that happen on this 
earth – He knows what to do! A 
couple verses later in Isaiah we’re 
told that God’s understanding is 
“inscrutable,” which means we 
can’t even begin to understand 
how much God understands! If 
that’s who God is, what I need to 
do is trust Him. I need to be re-
minded of that sometimes, and 
according to God’s word, I’m in 
good company.

In Psalm 62:5-8, there are a few 
verses where David is talking to 
himself – starting in verse five, 
“My soul, wait in silence for God 
only, for my hope is from Him. 
He only is my rock and my salva-
tion, my stronghold; I shall not 

be shaken. On God my salvation 
and my glory rest; the rock of my 
strength, my refuge is in God.”

David was 
in a hard situa-
tion and needed 
that reminder 
of where his 
trust should be. 
Then, he turns 
to those around 
him and says 
in verse eight, 
“Trust in Him 

at all times, O people; pour out 
your heart before Him; God is a 
refuge for us.”

Having given myself a good 
talking to about where my trust 
needs to be, I’m turning to you 
now, dear reader, to instruct/re-
mind you of your only real source 
of hope. Trust in God at all times, 
O people! There are things going 
on in this world that are bigger 
than us, but God is bigger than 
them all, and He’s not worried. 
You need to know Him. The God 
who has the power and wisdom 
to create all those stars has the 
power and wisdom to create you. 
He created you to have a relation-
ship with Him, to know Him, to 

worship Him and to rely on Him 
for all our needs.

Our sins have separated us from 
God and put us at enmity with our 
only hope. And that’s actually a 
bigger problem than anything else 
we see going on in the world right 
now. But God has also created the 
way of reconciliation – through 
God the Son, Jesus Christ, com-
ing into His creation to become a 
man – so that He could die on the 
cross to pay the penalty that our 
sins deserve.

Then, He rose from the dead, 
defeating sin and death. He is 
now calling you to come to Him 
in repentance and faith to receive 
forgiveness of your sins – to be 
your salvation!

When you respond to God’s 
grace by believing on the Lord Je-
sus Christ, you will find that God 
is the rock of your strength, your 
refuge, your stronghold, and you 
will not be shaken! There seem to 
be many things happening that 
could lead to worry. But God’s not 
worried, and we don’t need to be 
either if our trust is in Him alone. 
Do you know Him?

Ban abortion, don’t regulate it
Dear Editor,

Here is what the Value Them Both Amendment says: “§ 22. Regula-
tion of abortion. Because Kansans value both women and children, 
the constitution of the state of Kansas does not require government 
funding of abortion and does not create or secure a right to abortion. 
To the extent permitted by the constitution of the United States, the 
people, through their elected state representatives and state senators, 
may pass laws regarding abortion, including, but not limited to, laws 
that account for circumstances of pregnancy resulting from rape or 
incest, or circumstances of necessity to save the life of the mother.” 
The idea was to push back against the Kansas Supreme Court, which 
discovered an invisible and unlimited right to abortion in the Kansas 
Constitution. The unfortunate consequence of this amendment is that 
it puts into the Constitution a right to abortion that is currently not 
there, so long as abortion can be regulated. It makes exception for rape 
and incest, though abortion is still murder, regardless of how the baby 
was conceived. It makes exceptions for the life of the mother, though 
this is nothing but a pro-choice loophole by which millions of infants 
have been slaughtered. If we want to make a statement against the rogue 
Court, then let’s do so by abolishing abortion entirely in Kansas. “But 
Roe v. Wade is the law of the land,” some will say. No, it isn’t. There is 
no federal law or state law allowing abortion. There is a 1973 opinion, 
but opinions are not law. Courts do not make law, they interpret law. 
Kansas needs to ignore Roe as the lousy and morally contemptible 
opinion it is. The tenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution says, “The 
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, 
or to the people.” Let’s take our constitution seriously. The federal 
government has no powers regarding abortion. It must, therefore, be 
left to the States and the people. The Kansas Constitution doesn’t grant 
us the right to kill babies either. In fact, we have laws against murder. 
Therefore, let’s stop pretending abortion is lawful. Let’s repent of our 
apathy and encourage our law enforcement to prosecute those who 
go to clinics and kill babies. In the meantime, vote “no” on VTB. Tell 
your legislator you want abortion banned, not regulated.

Curtis Knapp
Rural Seneca

Minister 
Speaks
BY: CASEY 
MCNERNEY
GRACE BIBLE 
CHURCH

Celebrate healthy living by joining Walk Kansas

Spring is showing signs all 
over that it’s time to grab 
your walking shoes and 

join us for Walk Kansas 2022. 
Improve your personal fitness 
with the support of a team of six 
friends, neighbors, family mem-
bers or coworkers, and “walk” 
your way across Kansas.

Research has shown that what 
is good for your heart is also good 
for your brain. Through Walk 
Kansas this year, this program 
will highlight ways that physical 
activity and healthy lifestyle hab-
its improve our physical and men-
tal health. This year, the MIND 
diet will be introduced through 
the weekly newsletters, so when 
you sign up for a team, this will 
also be a part of the program.

Walk Kansas will be held from 
March 27 to May 21. Registration 
is due by March 26 and close on 
April 3. Registration can be done 
online at www.walkkansas.org or 
by contacting your Meadowlark 

Extension District Offices, locat-
ed at Oskaloosa – 785-863-2212, 
Holton – 785-364-4125, or Seneca 
– 785-336-2184. 
Our options for 
payment are 
cash or check 
only and this 
will be asked 
for when regis-
tering.

This eight-
week program 
will ask you to 
select a challenge when register-
ing. These challenges include: 8 
Wonders, which is 435 miles, and 
each person and walks 2-1/2 hours 
per week; or Cross Country, which 
is 764 miles, and each person is 
required four hours per week. An-
other challenge would be Little 
Balkans to Nicodemus, which 
is 1,200 miles, and each person 
walks six hours per week. Last is 
the Solo Challenge and each per-
son walks 2-1/2 hours per week. 

Please select the challenge that is 
best for you and your team mem-
bers. Hours will be logged on the 

www.walkkan-
sas.org website.

Walk Kan-
sas t-shirts are 
also available 
for purchase 
on the website. 
The process 
of  order ing 
t-shir ts and 
other apparel 

has changed. After you complete 
online registration, log into your 
portal and click on the word 
“shop” at the top of the page. 
This will take you to our apparel 
vendor site, www.shopwalkkansas.
com, and you can place your order.

Unlike previous years, you will 
be required to pay shipping and 
the items will be shipped directly 
to you (you can save on shipping 
by ordering all of your team’s 
items at once and have them 

shipped to one location). Samples 
of the t-shirts are in each of dis-
trict offices.

When you order from the Walk 
Kansas Web Store, if ordered by 
April 1, orders will be delivered 
the week of April 11. If ordered by 
April 29, orders will be delivered 
the week of May 9.

If you have further questions, 
please contact your district Exten-
sion Office or visit www.walkkan-
sas.org for details, and make sure 
you like Kansas State University 
Walk Kansas on Facebook.

While Walk Kansas is some-
times viewed as a (friendly) com-
petition, reaching the goal your 
team selected is the most impor-
tant. Be realistic, keep it fun and 
don’t worry about what others are 
doing or reporting. Be honest, be 
supportive to others and have a 
great Walk Kansas!

Cold injury to corn

The 10 a.m. two-inch soil 
temperature at the Corn-
ing, Kan., Mesonet Sta-

tion on March 5 was 50 degrees – 
warm enough to plant corn, right? 
Twenty-four hours later – it was 39 
degrees. April will be more stable, 
at least to a degree, but even it will 
have its swings, and those swings 
can often cause concern for corn 
growers.

Cold injury to corn can come 
in multiple forms. If temperatures 
are hanging around the 50-degree 
mark for multiple days after plant-
ing, germination will be delayed 
and emergence of young seedlings 
slowed. If there was the potential 
for plenty of plants out there to 
begin with (high populations) and 
emergence is still fairly uniform 
(by date and within the row), we’ll 
likely go on like nothing ever hap-
pened. If not, losses due to uneven 
stands may occur.

Another form of injury is what’s 
known as imbibitional chilling. 
This occurs during the seed’s ini-
tial uptake of water (first 24-48 
hours) after planting. Moist soils 
cause the seed to rehydrate and 

germination to begin. As rehydra-
tion occurs, internal cell mem-
brane structure is damaged.

If the seed/
soils are warm, 
t h e  m e m -
brane dam-
age is quickly 
repa ired by 
natural seed 
process and 
nothing is ever 
noticed. Cold 
seed, however, 
has less elastic membranes. Re-
duced elasticity equals increased 
membrane injury. In combination 
with slowed – or even stopped – 
damage repair mechanisms, cell 
contents begin to leak and death 
of the seed can occur.

Predicting damage is inexact at 
best. Most literature would sug-
gest soil temperatures below 50 
degrees Fahrenheit are the key. 
A second factor is the timing of 
the cold soils in relation to the 
water uptake phase, with injury 
likely to occur during the first 24 
to 48 hours, even though we’re not 
sure whether it only takes a few 

hours of exposure to critical tem-
peratures or if lengthier exposure 
windows are required.

Wit h a ny 
lu c k ,  t e m -
peratures will 
increase and 
cont inue to 
gradually do 
so, a l lowing 
even the earliest 
planted corn to 
pop out of the 
ground with-

out injury. If we get a mid-April 
freeze like last year, however, con-
sider the possibility for chilling 
injury and plan accordingly. One 
resource to bookmark for future 
reference is the Kansas Mesonet 
soil temperature page at https://
mesonet.k-state.edu/agriculture/
soiltemp/. Current, as well as his-
torical, soil temperature data can 
help you see whether an upward 
trend is conducive to planting — 
or if a little wait is in order.
Bolting and Buttoning in 

Cole Crops
One of the complaints growers 

of broccoli, cabbage and cauli-
flower sometimes express is the 
lack of good production – or pro-
duction at all. If not grown prop-
erly, these cole crops certainly 
express a tendency to bolt (go to 
seed) or button (produce an ex-
tremely small head).

The tendency for them to do 
so comes in many cases because 
they don’t maintain active growth 
through the production cycle (in-
cluding transplants from seed). 
Any slowing of growth (under-
fertilization, outgrowing a con-
tainer, etc.) can result in issues 
with careful consideration nec-
essary to address needs of plants 
grown for transplanting before 
there’s an issue.

When selecting plants for trans-
planting, choose small, stocky, 
dark green plants. Apply fertilizer 
at transplanting with a starter so-
lution and continue to apply every 
two to three weeks until harvest.

Both buttoning and bolting 
are irreversible. Once a seed stalk 
starts to form, nothing can be 
done to force the plant to produce 
a normal crop.

Cut down, destroy     
dead pines

Got dead pine trees? If 
you are in the eastern 
half of Kansas, they 

probably died 
of pine wilt, a 
disease that is 
widespread in 
that part of the 
state. If you are 
in central or 
western Kan-
sas, pine wilt 
is less common 
but it can still 
occur in pockets.

Cut down pine wilt infected 
trees ASAP (by April 1 or May 1 
at absolute latest) and burn or chip 
the wood by May 1 at the latest to 
break the infection cycle. Do not 
keep the logs piled up, the beetle 
and nematode can survive in fire-
wood. In addition, be sure to cut 
the stump down to the ground, 
and destroy it, too. By destroy-
ing the wood you’ll destroy the 
nematode that causes it, and the 
beetle that spreads it.

Planting Fruit Trees
Fruit trees and many small fruit 

plants are usually sold bareroot, 
and it is vital that roots never dry 
out before planting. When plants 
arrive from the nursery, open the 
bundles immediately and check 
for moisture. If the roots are not 
moist, they should be soaked in 
water for six to 12 hours before 
planting. Packages with moist 
roots can be repacked and placed 
in a cool, sheltered area if the trees 
will be planted in a day or two.

If wet soils will prevent planting 
for several days, plants should be 
heeled in. To do this, dig a trench 

in a sheltered, well-drained area 
out of the sun. The north side of 
a building often works well. Lay 

the plants so 
the roots are in 
the trench, and 
then place soil 
over the roots. 
Firm the soil 
and add water 
if the soil isn’t 
already quite 
moi s t .  You 
should not leave 

plants heeled in for more than two 
to three weeks.

Plants can be placed in a buck-
et of water, as planting holes are 
prepared. Make the planting hole 
wide enough to accommodate 
roots without twirling them inside 
the hole. If there is an especially 
long root, cut it to fit. Twirling 
long roots inside the hole may 
eventually girdle the tree. Add 
organic matter to the area around 
the planting hole. The treated area 
should be about eight feet across. 
In heavy soil, adding amendments 
to just the planting hole creates a 
“pot” effect that can fill with water 
and drown your new tree. Cover-
ing an eight-foot area avoids this 
problem.

Planting depth is important. 
Make sure the graft union is be-
tween two and three inches above 
the soil surface after the tree is 
fully in place. If the graft union is 
below the surface, the tree may de-
velop scion roots and any dwarf-
ing effect is lost. Water plants 
in immediately to eliminate air 
pockets and ensure there is plenty 
of water for root uptake. Do not 
fertilize.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION
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Pulmonary services 
now available at SCH

Submitted
Sabetha Community Hospital 

(SCH) is pleased to announce 
the reinstatement of pulmonary 
services with the facility. These 
services will include pulmonary 
function testing, pulmonary re-
habilitation and coordination of 
home sleep studies for suspected 
sleep apnea. These services have 
not been available locally for 
over 15 years. With the addition 
of Kendra Douglas, respiratory 
therapist, and several pieces of 
equipment purchased with the 
help of the Sabetha Community 
Health Foundation, these proce-
dures will be performed within 
Sabetha Community Hospital.

Pulmonary Function Testing 
is an extremely accurate meth-
od of determining a patient’s 
lung function. This can aid in 
the diagnosis of shortness of 
breath, cough, fatigue and other 
symptoms that may be affect-
ing someone. This test can be 
arranged through the primary 
care physicians and practitioners 
at Sabetha Family Practice.

Once completed, the results 
are sent electronically to a pul-
monologist at Topeka for inter-
pretation and forwarded back 
to the requesting provider. 
Many common lung diseases 
can be not only diagnosed, but 
also measured using this tech-
nology. These include asthma, 
emphysema, COPD and others. 
This service is covered by most 
insurances.

Pulmonary Rehabilitation is 
scheduled to be undertaken very 
soon. This is a closely monitored 
exercise program for patients 
with lung disorders or a history 
of COVID-19. Patient’s heart 
rate and oxygen levels are ob-
served during exercise in order 
to perform this activity safely 
while improving lung function. 
Medicare and other insurance 
companies typically will cover 
multiple sessions of pulmonary 
rehabilitation for patients diag-
nosed with these lung diseases. 
The goal is to improve shortness 
of breath and oxygenation, as 

well as improve overall quality 
of life.

Home Sleep Studies allow 
patients to be tested for sleep 
apnea in the comfort and conve-
nience of their own homes. After 
a referral from a primary care 
practitioner, a monitoring device 
will be sent home with a patient 
and returned the next day. The 
nighttime monitor results will 
be interpreted and forwarded to 
the ordering practitioner to see if 
additional testing or treatment is 
necessary. Sleep apnea can cause 
a variety of symptoms that can 
be difficult to diagnose with 
such testing. Symptoms include 
daytime sleepiness, headaches, 
snoring, trouble concentrating 
and irritability, among others.

ABOUT DOUGLAS
Douglas began work at Sa-

betha Community Hospital on 
March 14. Douglas was born and 
raised around Steinauer, Neb., 
and graduated from Humboldt 
Table Rock Steinauer High 
School in Humboldt, Neb.

Following high school, Doug-
las went to Southeast Commu-
nity College where she graduated 
with an Associates of Applied 
Science Degree in Respiratory 
Care. Douglas has worked as a 
staff therapist and as a Respira-
tory Supervisor at Community 
Medical Center in Falls City, 
Neb., for the past 10 years.

Douglas and her husband, 
Blake, reside in Humboldt, Neb. 
Douglas is looking forward to 
serving the Sabetha community 
and working alongside the staff 
and providers at SCH.

“We are excited to have Ken-
dra on board working alongside 
our Medical Staff and healthcare 
team to provide our cardiac and 
pulmonary patients with the best 
care possible,” said Dr. James 
Longabaugh, CEO.

For questions about Respira-
tory Therapy, contact Douglas at 
785-284-2121 or visit with your 
primary care provider to see if a 
referral is needed.

ORGANIZATION NEWS

Nemaha County Democrats
Submitted by JoLene Bloom

On Saturday, March 19, the Nemaha County 
Democrats met at the Seneca City Library for 
their first in-person meeting in two years. 
JoLene Bloom called the meeting to order with 
the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by general 
announcements.

Both the minutes of February 2020 and 
Karen Holthaus’s outgoing treasurer’s report 
as of March 1, 2022, were approved. In new 
business, Susan Bowman was elected treasurer 
by a vote of acclamation.

The group reviewed the current announced 
and/or filed candidates for Federal, State 
and County positions, who have until noon 
Wednesday, June 1, to file. Bloom had traveled 
the county with Second District, US Congres-
sional Candidate Patrick Schmidt a year ago so 
that he could be familiar with Nemaha County 
and its communities. He is a recently retired 
U.S. Naval intelligence officer who resides in 
Topeka with his wife.

At this time, the only position with multiple 
Democratic candidates is the U.S. Senate race: 
Mark Holland, Michael Soetaert, Mike Andra 
and Robert Klingenberg. Incumbents are Gov-
ernor Laura Kelly and Lt. Gov. David Toland, 
as well as Lynn Rogers, State Treasurer. 

Two discussions took a large part of the 
meeting and promoted the need for Kansans 
to be registered to vote and then to vote in-per-
son at a polling site, in-person at the Nemaha 
County Court House, or by seeking a mailed 
ballot through the County Clerk’s office. A 
mission of the county party organization is to 
educate and relate an understanding of gov-
ernment actions that impact the population. 

To that end, the first discussion involved 
the Republican Legislators’ desire to skew the 
Balance of Power that is established in the July 
29, 1859, Kansas Constitution by numerous 

potential General Election amendments that 
would give power of the 40-member Kansas 
Senate to override the authority of the Gov-
ernor of Kansas. This includes appointments 
to the Kansas Supreme Court and approval 
of nominees to commissions and boards, as 
well as other actions which the Republicans 
dislike in having to work with a Democratic 
Governor.

Historically, judges have been apolitical in 
regard to their selection and appointed based 
on their knowledge and credentials. In another 
potential election amendment, Kansas Repub-
licans want Kansas Supreme Court Justices to 
be elected on bipartisan ballots, not appointed. 

The Balance of Power between the Execu-
tive, Judicial and Legislative branches of gov-
ernment is a safeguard in both the U.S. and 
Kansas Constitutions so that no one individual 
or group can jeopardize the Constitutional 
Rights of Americans or Kansans or their repre-
sentatives. This has been the law for 162 years.

A questions is why now should less than 40 
Kansas Senators want to change it, except that 
they do not value and believe in a balanced 
power that has been effective and sanctified 
for years when they do not get their way. The 
Governor of Kansas, through the election pro-
cess, represents and is elected by a majority of 
voting Kansans; the majority party senators 
represent a minimal number of Kansans in 
contrast, though they believe that they should 
be the only ones to recommend and make laws.

Secondly, if individuals believe in their per-
sonal freedoms such as bearing arms (weap-
ons), not wearing government-mandated 
masks, or not taking vaccines to protect the 
population – all which cause deaths – then the 
changes that the Kansas Republicans are pro-
posing in amending the Kansas Constitution 
should merit a “No” vote on the Tuesday, Aug. 

2, ballot to protect current rights. A “Yes” vote 
on this amendment Tuesday, Aug. 2, would 
remove the rights of citizens to make choices 
that they believe to be personal and necessary.

Chair Bloom has written a Kansas Caucus 
of County Chairs (KC3) grant for the 2022 
election cycle with money to be spent on a 
Wednesday, June 15, primary and a Wednes-
day, Oct. 19, general election dinner at The 
Willows.

In addition, the grant would 1) help support 
costs in acquiring Democratic committee men 
and women, who must file by noon Wednes-
day, June 1, to be placed on the Aug. 2 primary 
ballot; 2) be used to encourage those turning 
18 years of age in the coming months prior 
to the primary and Tuesday, Nov. 8, general 
election; 3) assist in hosting meet-and-greets 
for Democratic candidates, acquire candi-
dates’ yard signs for placement in Nemaha 
County; 4) finance mailed communications 
to Democrats and Unaffiliated voters; and 
5) publish information that provides readers 
about candidates and issues on the two ballots 
this election year.

The Nemaha County Democrats have set 
a calendar for the 2022 year with the next 
meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 23, at the 
Seneca Public Library Annex, one week later 
than the usual third Saturday of the month 
because of Easter. Anyone seeking informa-
tion and wishing to participate is welcomed 
at these official meetings.

If you have questions, wish to become in-
volved or want information, please contact 
JoLene Rae Bloom, Nemaha County Demo-
crats, County Chair, 412 North Ninth Street, 
Seneca, Kansas 66538, jolener@rainbowtel.net, 
785-336-3641.

GRADUATING SENIOR SALUTES2022 

The deadline to 
submit completed 
form and photo is 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022.

2x3 $32

Congrats,  
Thomas!

The diploma you’ve 
worked so hard for 
is in your hands and 

so is your future!

We are proud of you! 
Grandma & Grandpa

sa
m

pl
e

1x3 $16

The sky is  
the limit, Sara!

Love, Mom & Dad

sa
m

pl
e

payment is required at time of submission.

// TO SUBMIT YOUR SENIOR SALUTE //
Email the required information to advertising@sabethaherald.com.
Complete the form and send/bring along with a childhood photo to:  
The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, 1024 Main St, Sabetha, KS 66534 

 
For questions, contact The Herald at 284-3300 or advertising@sabethaherald.com. 

OR

Senior Salutes accompany the area 2022 Graduates’ photos in the 
Graduation Special Section of The Sabetha Herald on May 11, 2022.

Miss seeing something in the paper?
If you have a digital subscription, visit 
SabethaHerald.com to see full coverage of 
stories and other content you’ve missed.

If you do not have a digital subscription 
but would like one, call The Sabetha 
Herald Office at (785) 284-3300.
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GOVERNING BODY

Brown County Commission
Submitted by Barbara Grabhorn

Deputy Clerk
The Board of Brown County 

Commissioners met in regular 
session Monday, March 14, with 
the following members present: 
Chairman Lamar Shoemaker, 
William Pollock and Richard 
Lehmkuhl. Also present was 
Brown County Deputy Clerk Bar-
bara Grabhorn. County Attorney 
Kevin Hill was present for a por-
tion of the meeting. Shoemaker 
opened the meeting at 8:10 a.m. 
All recited the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Lehmkuhl led the meet-
ing with a prayer.

Department Reports
Brown County Treasurer Betty 

Spiker presented a contract for the 
new postage meter machine. Hill 
asked for the terms of the contract 
prior to approval.

Road and Bridge Secretary 
Tami Lehmkuhl presented esti-
mates for rock hauling, if needed. 
There was discussion about the 
possible purchase of the Peterbilt 
in Minnesota for District 3.

Also at the meeting:
The commissioners approved 

the March 7 meeting minutes.
The commissioners approved 

the March 14 mid-month pay-
ment of claims as follows: Gen-
eral, $33,339.92; Road and Bridge, 
$33,264.98; Employee Benefit, 

$79,005.41; Appraiser, $2,219.55; 
Noxious Weed, $16,591.47; Diver-
sion, $1,074.70; 911 SB50, $108.08; 
ACC, $734.65; JJA CORE, $637.92; 
Reinvestment Grant, $102.09; 
Services for Elderly, $359.08; and 
Solid Waste, $50,638. The total 
was $218,075.85.

The March 9 payroll was ap-
proved as follows: General, 
$88,199.91; Road and Bridge, 
$15,433.38; Election, $600; 
Technology, $325.50; Apprais-
er, $8,388.75; Noxious Weed, 
$1,992.45; ACC, $6,961.46; JJA 
Core, $4,861.95; Reinvestment 
Grant, $1,662.33; Services for 
Elderly, $2,556.75; Solid Waste, 
$6,192.82; Employee Benefit 
FICA, $8,865.42; and Employee 
Benefit KPERS, $10,482.37. After 
State Unemployment and Work-
ers Compensation of $117.43 and 
Insurance of $3806.03 were taken 
out, the total was $152,599.63.

The commissioners tabled the 
approval of the recommendation 
by Powhattan Township to re-
place the Treasurer until Monday, 
March 28, to allow time for any 
residents of Powhattan Township 
to submit a letter if interested.

The next regular meeting was 
held Monday, March 21. These 
minutes were not available at The 
Herald’s press time.

GOVERNING BODY

Nemaha County Commissioners
Submitted by 

Mary Kay Schultejans
County Clerk

The Board of Nemaha County 
Commissioners met in regular 
session on Monday, March 14, in 
the Commissioner’s Room of the 
Nemaha County Courthouse. The 
meeting was called to order with 
Chairman Dylan Keim leading 
the flag salute. Present also were 
Commissioners Jason Koch and 
Gary Scoby, and County Clerk 
Mary Kay Schultejans recording 
the minutes.

Department Reports
Road and Bridge/Solid Waste 

Supervisor Adam Kuckelman, 
along with Secretary Kristina 
Talkington, advised the board 
that:

• The guys are still working on 
Bridge A-33 at this time.

• The guys will be doing work 
on tubes near the Allison Road.

• The county was approved for 
a sign replacement project for 
the northern half of the county. 
A KDOT grant worth $340,000 
will be paying for this project. The 
signage won’t actually begin until 
2024 however.

• He has been in contact with 
the contractor for the Highway 75 
project. Kuckelman said the con-

tractor will deliver millings from 
this project to the county hoop 
shed near Sabetha for $6 a ton if 
the county wants them. The com-
missioners advised Kuckelman to 
let the contractor know that the 
county would like to purchase 
these millings.

• Repairs were being done to 
a wind tower near Bancroft last 
week. Kuckelman stated that sev-
eral trucks were in the area and 
were not using the established 
haul route roads and tore up some 
of the roads in the area. Kuckel-
man stated someone from Cook, 
Flatt and Strobel Engineers will be 
coming to take a look at the roads. 
The commissioners stated they 
will be reviewing the Road Use 
Agreement for the Soldier Creek 
Wind Farm project and will talk 
to the county attorney about this 
issue as well.

• They are waiting to hear from 
KDHE if they can go higher on the 
C&D pit at the landfill.

Sheriff Rich Vernon advised the 
board that:

• The statewide siren test was 
held last week. Vernon stated he 
is only aware of one siren that did 
not work, which was in the City 
of Bern. Haug Communications 
will be taking a look at this siren.

• There were only a few acci-
dents in the county last week due 
to the inclement weather.

• They are currently holding 
seven inmates in the jail.

• They will be selling two patrol 
cars on Purple Wave soon.

Senior Services/Public Tran-
sit Director Tammy Epple and 
Administrative Assistant Marie 
Weaver came before the board to 
update commissioners regarding 
their programs:

• They let the board know that 
they have recently met with rep-
resentatives from KDOT and 
NEK Area Agency on Aging to 
understand budget issues, grant 
issues, etc.

• They let the commissioners 
know of changes that they have 
made to their programs under 
current director Epple.

• They asked to make a change 
to the current pay for relief kitch-
en help to allow relief employees 
to serve as relief kitchen help or 
relief driver for the same rate of 
pay. The board advised them to 
temporarily pay a relief driver 
their normal rate of pay even if 
they are serving as relief kitchen 
help. This will be allowed tempo-
rarily during the time that a cur-
rent Nutrition Center employee 

has to be gone for medical reasons.
County Attorney Lippert came 

before the board. Lippert spoke 
to the commissioners about the 
request from Invenergy to modify 
the county moratorium to allow 
the Grain Belt Express Transmis-
sion Project. The board decided 
not to modify the moratorium at 
this time.

The commissioners spoke to 
Lippert about Next-Era Energy 
Resources using non-haul route 
roads and about not giving proper 
notification before beginning re-
pairs to a portion of the Soldier 
Creek Wind Farm. Lippert stated 
he will speak to Next Era’s attor-
ney concerning this issue.

Maintenance employee Margie 
Anderson came before the board 
to present a bid received from 
Eisenbarth Plumbing to replace 
the fixtures for the toilets in the 
annex area of the courthouse. The 
commissioners advised Anderson 
that they would like her to try to 
get at least one additional bid be-
fore they make a decision on this 
issue.

Also at the meeting:
The commissioners recessed the 

meeting at 10:05 a.m. for 10 min-
utes to get set up in the courtroom 
for the next item on the agenda.

At 10:15 a.m., Dr. Douglas 
Frank and State Representative 
Randy Garber came before the 
board to speak to the commis-
sioners about how elections are 
being stolen. County Election Of-
ficer Schultejans, Deputy Election 
Officer DeAnn Koch and several 
citizens were present for this dis-
cussion as well.

The board recessed the meeting 
at 11:28 a.m. to reconvene in the 
Commissioner’s Room.

The commissioners held a 
five-minute executive session to 
discuss possible litigation under 
attorney-client privileges. Present 
for the executive session were the 
commissioners and Lippert. The 
meeting returned to open session 
with no action taken by the board 
following the executive session.

The board held a 10-minute 
executive session to discuss the 
performance of non-elected per-
sonnel. Present for the executive 
session were the commissioners 
and Lippert. The meeting re-
turned to open session with no 
action taken by the board follow-
ing the executive session.

The board reviewed vouchers 
submitted by the different depart-
ments to be paid at the middle of 
March.

The board reviewed and ap-
proved the minutes from the 
March 7 meeting with corrections 
noted. Scoby abstained from the 
vote due to his absence from the 
March 7 meeting.

The commissioners approved 
the 2022 membership dues to the 
Kansas County Commissioners 
Association in the amount of 
$534.

Chairman Keim signed add/
abate orders as presented.

The commissioners held a 
15-minute executive session to 
discuss the paid leave of non-
elected personnel. Present for the 
executive session was the commis-
sioners. The meeting returned to 
open session with no action taken 
by the board following the execu-
tive session.

The board approved amend-
ing the county’s holiday, sick and 
vacation policies to change the 
six-month waiting period for new 
employees to a 90-day waiting pe-
riod effective March 14.

The next regularly scheduled 
meeting was held on Monday, 
March 21. These minutes were 
not available at The Herald’s press 
time.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Brown County Sheriff
At approximately 1:20 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 15, based on a 
traffic stop in Hiawatha, Lonnie 
Shopteese, 50, of Mayetta was ar-
rested on charges of possession of 
methamphetamines, possession 
of marijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and transporting 
an open container. The Hiawatha 
Police Department assisted.

On Tuesday, March 15, Kicka-
poo Police Department, Horton 
Police Department and Brown 
County Sheriff ’s Office arrested 
Jessica Masqua, 40, of Horton on 
a $5,000 Brown County felony 
failure to appear warrant and pro-

bation violation and obstruction. 
Inmate Masqua was additionally 
charged with trafficking contra-
band in a correctional facility, 
possession of methamphetamines, 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
and obstruction.

At approximately 12:05 a.m. 
Friday, March 18, based on a traf-
fic stop, a Brown County deputy 
arrested Walter Cole Sr., 63, of 
Morrill on charges of possession 
of methamphetamines and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

On Friday, March 18, the Brown 
County Sheriff ’s Office Drug Task 
Force initiated two search war-

rants in the City of Hiawatha, 
based on an extensive investiga-
tion by the Task Force and County 
Attorney. The first warrant loca-
tion was 714 Iowa Street at ap-
proximately 4:20 p.m. Morton 
Alfrey, 60, of Hiawatha was ar-
rested on charges of possession of 
methamphetamines, possession of 
marijuana and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Laura Barnhart, 
36, of Hiawatha was arrested on 
charges of possession of meth-
amphetamines, selling sexual 
relations and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Peter Carter, 42, of 
Sabetha was arrested on charges of 
possession of methamphetamines, 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia and traffic contraband into a 
correctional facility. Kevin Smith, 
32, of Hiawatha was arrested on 

a misdemeanor failure to appear 
warrant, possession of metham-
phetamines, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, distribution and 
no drug tax stamp. Smith was ad-
ditionally charged with criminal 
threat due to an incident in the 
jail. Evidence collected from the 
714 Iowa residence consisted of 
methamphetamines, marijuana, 
needles, syringes, pipes and other 
paraphernalia associated with il-
legal drug use.

The second search warrant was 
initiated at approximately 11:10 
p.m. at 715 1/2 Oregon Street. Re-
nee Trotter, 66, of Hiawatha was 
arrested on charges of possession 
of methamphetamines and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
The Hiawatha Police Department 
assisted in both warrants searches.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Kansas Highway Patrol
At 7:50 a.m. Saturday, March 

19, a 2004 Buick Le Sabre, driven 
by Charlotte Vandiver, 58, of Hi-
awatha was traveling eastbound 
on U.S. Highway 73, 0.1 mile 
north of Nighthawk Road. At the 
same time and location, a John 
Deere Tractor was being driven 
by Timothy Lehew, 55, of Hor-
ton. Vandiver’s vehicle rear-ended 

Lehew’s vehicle, and Vandiver’s 
vehicle came to rest in the north 
ditch. Vandiver was taken to Am-
berwell Hospital in Hiawatha with 
a suspected serious injury. Lehew 
was not injured in the accident. 
Vandiver was wearing a seatbelt 
at the time of the accident. Lehew 
was not.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Nemaha County Sheriff
JAIL BOOKING/RELEASE
Brandon Frye was released to 

the custody of Richardson Coun-
ty, Neb., on March 11.

Jeffrey M. Kolbek, 23, of Sa-
betha was arrested on March 14 
by the Nemaha County Sheriff ’s 
Office for the offense of driving 
under the influence. Kolbek was 
released on March 15 on a $1,000 
bond with a court date of April 12 
at 9:30 a.m.

Kevin Harbolt was released on 
March 15 on a $25,000 own recog-
nizance bond with a court date of 

April 19 at 3 p.m.
Brandon Schober was released 

on March 15 on a $10,000 surety 
bond with a court date of March 
22 at 11:45 a.m.

CRASH REPORTS
At 6:39 p.m. Tuesday, March 

15, Diane Kuhlman, 53, of Sen-
eca was traveling westbound on 
U.S. Highway 36, 0.4 mile east of 
W Road, when she struck a deer. 
Kuhlman was driving a 2014 
Chevrolet Equinox. Damage was 
estimated at more than $1,000.

First published in The Sabetha Herald on Wednesday, March 16, 2022

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF NEMAHA COUNTY, KANSAS
(Filed Pursuant to Chapter 59 of Kansas Statutes Annotated.)
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ROBERT LEE LOHMAN, a/k/a ROBERT L. LOHMAN,
a/k/a BOB LOHMAN, DECEASED.
Case No. 2020 PR 39

NOTICE  OF  HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
     You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in this 
Court by Tamra Ann Studer, duly appointed, qualified and acting 
Executor of the Estate of Robert Lee Lohman, deceased, request-
ing that Petitioner’s acts be approved; account be settled and 
allowed; the heirs be determined; the Will be construed and the 
Estate be assigned to the persons entitled thereto; the Court find 
the allowances requested for attorney’s fees and expenses are 
reasonable and should be allowed; the costs be determined and 
ordered paid; the administration of the Estate be closed; upon 
the filing of receipts the Petitioner be finally discharged as the 
Executor of the Estate of Robert Lee Lohman, deceased, and the 
Petitioner be released from further liability.
 You are hereby required to file your written defenses 
thereto on or before April 11, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. in the District 
Court, in Seneca, Nemaha County, Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard.  Should you fail to file your written 
defenses, judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon 
the petition.
Tamra Ann Studer, Executor
GORDON R. OLSON
Attorney for Executor
824 Main Street
Post Office Box 163
Sabetha, Kansas 66534
Telephone (785) 2843426

11-3tFIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Sabetha Fire Department
At 5:05 p.m. Tuesday, March 

15, the Sabetha Fire Department 
(SFD) was called out to the Mike 
Rokey residence at 2487 200th 
Road to a grass fire that was 
getting out of control. The SFD 
brought it back under control 
and the homeowner completed 
the controlled burn. The SFD was 
back at the fire barn at 5:34 p.m.

At 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 15, 
the SFD was called out to the Seth 

Lehman residence at 2819 U.S. 
Highway 75 for a report of an 
out-of-control fire. Upon arrival, 
the SFD found it to be a controlled 
burn. The SFD was back at the fire 
barn at 7:19 p.m.

Sabetha Fire Chief Jim Johnson 
would like to remind citizens to 
call the City of Sabetha at 785-
284-2158 if you are planning to 
do a controlled burn.

ALBANY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Annual Meeting
Saturday, March 26th

beginning at 6:30 pm
with a potluck at the               

Albany Community Building
Business meeting to follow

GET INVOLVED
If interested in getting involved           

with Albany, contact Alex Dawdy                        
by phone at 785-285-0534 or                                                   

by email alex_carrie@yahoo.com
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4-H CLUB

Woodlawn Meadowlarks

Submitted by Luke Metzger
Reporter

The month of March started 
for the 4-H members on Saturday, 
March 5, with County Club Day, 
where the Woodlawn Meadow-
larks got a blue ribbon on a Model 
Meeting.

At 2 p.m. Saturday, March 12, 
the club had their monthly meet-
ing at the Woodlawn Hall. After 
the meeting was called to order by 
President Isabelle Walker, Hudson 
Beyer lead the club in “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star.” The roll call 
was “If you could go anywhere, 
where would you go?” The club 
leaders handed out the ribbons 

from Club Day to the members.
Later, Maddy Devore gave a talk 

about how her fifth-grade class 
was proposing a bill to the State 
House about the Sandhill Plum, 
a possible state fruit. After that, 
Gwendolyn and Anastasia Walker 
gave a talk on their cat and differ-
ent toys to keep it happy and busy. 
For recreation, Gage Brumback 
had the club try to finish a Picture 
Find in one minute.

After the meeting, the Brum-
backs and Devores supplied re-
freshments. The next meeting will 
be held on Saturday, April 9, at the 
Woodlawn Church.

GOVERNING BODY

Prairie Hills USD No. 113 Board of Education
ERIN HERRMANN

The Prairie Hills USD No. 113 
Board of Education (BOE) met at 
6 p.m. Monday, March 14, at the 
district office in Sabetha. Board 
members present were Anissa 
Bloom, Kathy Lippert, Jim Scoby, 
Leslie Scoby, Kent Saylor, Phillip 
Buessing and Stan Keim.

The board adopted the agenda 
as amended.

Lippert shares legislative up-
dates with the board.

The board received written re-
ports from building administra-
tors David Glynn, Rusty Willis, 
Matt Garber, Rick Schnacker and 
Alana Seddon, as well as Assistant 
Superintendent Jennifer Gatz.

Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Evans report-

ed on year-to-date expenses and 
other topics as follows:

Expense Comparison: The ex-
pense comparison from July 1, 
2021, through March 1, 2022, 
compared with the same time 
frame last year, showed the dis-
trict has spent $299,729 more in 
the general, supplemental general, 
4-year-old at-risk, K-12 at-risk, 
food services, professional de-
velopment and vocational funds. 
During the same time frame, the 
district has spent $538,400 more 
from the capital outlay fund, and 
$96,308 less from the special edu-
cation fund. 

Educator Program Completer: 
Evans presented a document 
representing the numbers of col-
lege students graduating educa-
tor preparation programs across 
the state with degrees in subject 
matters relating to education. He 
shared his concerns about the 
numbers in 2022-23 being re-
duced compared to 2021-22. He 
also shared his concerns about 
this issue continuing in the future.

KSDE Tweet: Evans showed the 
board a Tweet from the Kansas 
State Department of Education 
(KSDE) recognizing Sabetha El-
ementary School (SES) as a Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School.

Scott Burger: Evans let the board 
members know that Scott Burger 
has been recognized as the Area 
2 Athletic Director of the Year by 
the Kansas Interscholastic Ath-
letic Administrators Association. 
Evans believes Burger deserves 
this honor because Burger is “the 
hardest working AD [Athletic 
Director] in the state of Kansas.” 

Mask Requirement for Trans-
portation: Evans let the board 
know that USD 113 received no-
tification this past month from 
the Kansas State Department of 

Education that the CDC is not 
encouraging masking on school 
transportation.

USA: Evans recognized the 
SES fourth and fifth grade stu-
dents who delivered testimonies 
in front of the Federal and State 
Affairs Committee at the Topeka 
Capital via Webex for the Kansas 
state fruit on Thursday, March 
10. He congratulated the students 
on their hard work and for being 
recognized by the Topeka Capital 
Journal and USA Today. Lippert 
brought up the idea of possibly 
getting those students to attend an 
upcoming board meeting to speak 
to the board members about their 
experience. 

Fuel Prices: Evans shared his 
concerns with the board members 
about the increase in fuel prices 
and asked the board to give this 
topic some thought for the 2022-
23 school year.

Survey for Budget: Evans told 
the board that USD 113 will have 
to survey its constituents specifi-
cally for budget information in the 
next couple months to prepare the 
2022-23 budget.

School Lunches/Summer Meals: 
According to Evans, it is antici-
pated that free lunches for all 
students will not be available 
to students again in fiscal year 
2022-23. These lunches will be 
funded by the students’ families 
this year rather than the govern-
ment, which funded the meals last 
year. Students will still be able to 
qualify for free or reduced lunches 
based upon household income. He 
also said the district is not plan-
ning to continue summer meals 
this coming summer to give the 
USD 113 food service workers a 
break.

The board approved the consent 
agenda as amended, including the 
following: minutes from the Feb. 
14 meeting; March bills for the 
amount of $345,368.74; accept 
anonymous gifts of $300,000, 
and $100,000 toward the USD 113 
Remodel/Construction Project; 
February payroll for the amount 
of $773,941.21; approve the hiring 
of summer help (five positions); 
add one assistant junior high track 
coach at Wetmore Academic Cen-
ter (WAC); resignations of Mark 
Wagner as Axtell bus driver – ef-
fective at the end of 21/22, Cindy 
Kaster as KAYS sponsor – effec-
tive at the end of 21/22, Rachel 
Ronnebaum as K-12 music teacher 
at Axtell Public School – effec-
tive at the end of 21/22, Randy 
Plattner as District Transporta-
tion Supervisor – effective June 

30, 2022, Tyrell Davis as Wetmore 
Western Center driver – effective 
March 16, 2022, Bruce Gunter as 
Axtell teacher, Maggie Suther as 
Sabetha High School (SHS) social 
studies teacher – effective at the 
end of 21/22, Nathan Bauman as 
SHS business teacher and Joyce 
Stallbaumer as WAC Elementary 
teacher; contracts with Shania 
Schraad as SHS assistant softball 
coach, Melvin Baker as Drivers 
Education instructor, Nathan 
Bauman as fiscal year 2023-24 
SHS principal, and four Sabetha 
summer weights positions to be 
filled by Garrett Michael, Cur-
tis Hamilton, Kaleb Moeller and 
Alex McAfee; and personal day 
requests for Yalana Edelman at Sa-
betha Elementary School, Megan 
Glick at Sabetha Middle School – 
leave without pay times two – and 
Linda Orton-Hopp at Axtell.

PLE Presentation
Briana Evans and five SHS 

students — Kinzey Meyer, 
Emma Popkess, JR Streett, Ra-
chel Wertenberger and Tristan 
Wittwer — were present to speak 
to the board about their involve-
ment in the Professional Learning 
Experience (PLE) program. The 
students gave presentations about 
their PLE experiences with their 
mentors and how being in PLE 
has been a positive experience for 
them.

Construction/Remodel Project
Theodore Demonchaux with 

Civium Architects updated the 
board members on the USD 113 
Construction/Remodel Project. 
He said they planned to begin 
mobilizing on the SES site and 
begin demo work soon. He also 
said Civium is arranging a meet-
ing with a kitchen appliance sup-
plier for SES.

Demonchaux also showed the 
board f loor plan drawings of 
Axtell Public School (APS) and 
pointed to areas Civium is plan-
ning to work on. He presented two 
options for Axtell’s remodel proj-
ect: 1) install sprinklers through-
out the basement and replace the 
old exterior stairwell with a new, 
code-compliant stairwell; or 2) in-
stall sprinklers in both the base-
ment and the classroom areas of 
the 1941 building, and don’t re-
place the old stair well.

At this time, Civium is still 
waiting for bids on this project. 
The board decided to wait until 
Civium receives the bids before 
deciding on which option to ac-
cept for Axtell.

Transportation Procedures
Superintendent Evans let the 

board know that fencing would 
be put up at SES to close off the 
bus drop off/pick up area due to 
construction – the fencing is al-
ready up at this time. Evans said 
the new busing procedures are to 
be put in place starting Monday, 
March 21. Students will be picked 
up by buses on the west end of the 
building while these procedures 
are in place.

Reduce Positions
Evans presented the option to 

reduce 1-1/2 positions at SHS and 
SMS for the 2022-23 school year. 
This is able to be done through 
attrition. The board approved the 
motion, with all in favor, to reduce 
1-1/2 positions for the 2022-23 
school year.

Marshall County Summer Arts
Axtell principal Seddon spoke 

to the board about the Marshall 
County Summer Arts program. 
She asked that the board consider 
using the Axtell building for this 
event without a fee. She also asked 
the board to consider paying 
transportation to send the Axtell 
students to Marysville. The board 
will receive additional informa-
tion at the April BOE meeting.

Axtell Roof Proposal
Evans showed the board mem-

bers a bid proposal from Midwest 
Coating to replace Axtell’s roof-
ing on the secondary gym and 
the 1941 education building. The 
board members accepted the bid, 
with all in favor, for $77,995 to 
re-roof Axtell’s building over the 
auditorium and classroom space.

ESSER III Application
Evans presented the board with 

an application for ESSER III funds 
for fiscal year 2022-23. The board 
approved the motion, with all in 
favor, to accept the ESSER III ap-
plication.

Also at the meeting:
The board approved the motion 

to use ESSER funds this year for 
summer school.

Board members went into a 
20-minute executive session to 
discuss personnel matters for 
non-elected personnel as allowed 
under KOMA. Present for the 
executive session were the board 
members and Superintendent Ev-
ans. No action was taken follow-
ing the executive session.

To view the Superintendent re-
port of the meeting, visit https://
screencast-o-matic.com/watch/
c3eo2nVFyBZ.

The next regularly scheduled 
meeting will be held at 6 p.m. 
Monday, April 11, at Axtell Pub-
lic School.

POST SECONDARY HONORS

Wichita State University
Wichita State University (WSU) 

has announced the names of 3,246 
students who were on the WSU 
dean’s honor roll for fall 2021.

Local students honored were 
Olivia Garrett and Amelia K. 

Martin, both of Sabetha.
To be included on the dean’s 

honor roll, a student must be en-
rolled full-time (at least 12 credit 
hours) and earn at least a 3.5 grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale.

Certified GM ServiCe departMent

Downtown Tecumseh, Nebraska

402-335-3348  1-800-322-0156

New & Used Vehicles 

2015 Chevrolet Colorado 
Crew Cabwww.brinkmansgm.com

STIHL DEALERSHIP 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, April 2nd

from 8 AM to 3 PM
Join us for door prizes, refreshments, and browse our new 

display of STIHL, the #1 selling brand of Gas Powered                  
Handheld power equipment in America

SABETHA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

New transportation 
procedures put in place 

ERIN HERRMANN

During the Prairie Hills USD 
No. 113 Board of Education 
meeting on Monday, March 14, 
Superintendent Todd Evans told 
the board members that facility 
improvements are to start at Sa-
betha Elementary School (SES) as 
part of the USD 113 Construction/
Renovation Project.

At this time, fencing has been 
set up on the east side of the build-
ing where school buses would usu-
ally pick up/drop off students. 
Since the buses cannot access 
the designated pickup/drop-off 
zone, Evans said new transporta-
tion procedures are to be imple-
mented Monday, March 21, until 
further notice.

On Friday, March 18, Evans sent 
out an announcement to Sabetha 
parents and constituents about the 
new transportation procedures, 
which are below:

• Bus pickup and drop-off will 
be moved to the service road on 
the west end of SES.

• Please pay special attention 
to stopped school buses display-
ing flashing lights and stop arms. 
Kansas law requires all vehicles 
coming from both directions to 
stop when approaching a stopped 
school bus displaying its flashing 
lights and stop arm.

• Absolutely no parking on the 
west side of the service road be-
tween the bus barn and SES.

• Buses will need to access Or-
egon Street after loading and un-
loading students.

• Students will not be exiting 
through the east doors of SES.

• There will be an increase in 
traffic because of the construc-
tion.

• Sabetha High School traffic: 
please avoid Bluejay Boulevard by 
entering and exiting from the east 
and southeast drives by the SHS 
parking lot.

Maddy Devore gives a talk about how her fifth-grade class is 
proposing a bill about the Sandhill Plum, a possible state fruit.

Submitted

During County Club Day, the Woodlawn Meadowlarks receive a 
blue ribbon for the Model Meeting on Saturday, March 5.

Submitted

NEK-CAP

Preschool preview slated
HERALD REPORT

The “O-Fish-Al” Preschool 
Preview for the NEK-CAP, Inc. 
Head Start is scheduled to take 
place in April.

The event is planned for 8:30 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday, April 29. 
More information can be found 
at www.nekcap.org or by calling 
785-741-9021.

NEK-CAP, Inc. North Brown 
County Head Start is located at 
110 260th Street in Sabetha.
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NEMAHA COUNTY 4-H CLUBS

Club Day results released
Submitted

The Nemaha County 4-H Clubs 
gathered for Club Day – along 
with Jackson County 4-Hers – 
on Saturday, March 5, at Jackson 
Heights. Below are the results:

Model Meeting
Blue: Woodlawn Meadowlarks, 

Pony Express.
Gavel Games
Blue: Pony Express.
Junior Demonstrations
Top Purple: Alivia Lang and 

Isaac Heinen;
Alt Top Purple: Ava Edelman 

and Carson Edelman;
Purple: Autumn Lang, Chloe 

Detweiler, Thomas Richardson, 
Dean Farwell and Cora Langill;

Blue: Vincent Deters, Tyson 
Detweiler, Holton Edelman, 
Jaxon Edelman, Mallorie Schul-
tejans, Colby Stoller, Sullivan 
Haverkamp, Ali Jo Henry, Ian 
Haverkamp, Wiliam Edelman, 
Paycen Schremmer, Paul Rot-
tinghaus, Alyssa Griffith, Stephan 
Knapp and Addy Farwell; 

Red: Brecken Kramer, Sawyer 
Edelman, Susie Edelman and 
Harper Strathman.

Senior Demonstrations
Top Purple: Reid Plattner and 

Bob Langill;
Alt Top Purple: Brecken Edel-

man and Haven Knapp;
Purple: Samantha Schulte-

jans, Emma Henry, Dane/Addie 
Haverkamp, Maddy Mosteller and 
Lane Mosteller;

Blue: Jyllian Stapleton and 
Charlie Rottinghaus.

Project Talks
Top Purple: Jack Stallbaumer 

and Kenton Farwell;
Alt Top Purple: Isaac Schmid 

and Daniel Hemman;
Purple: Corbin Haug, Melanie 

Schremmer, Dean Farwell, Ka-
dence Buessing and Hunter Al-
brecht;

Blue: Braden Macke and Wyatt 
Albrecht;

Red: Gabe Deters.
Show & Share
Participate: Will Macke, Blaise 

Stallbaumer, Dane Stapleton, 
Roch Heinen, Ivy Heinen, Carly 
Lueger, Wade Niehues, Terryn 
Loveall, Callie Loveall, Dawson 
Hunninghake, Lindy Mosteller, 
Latham Kramer, Kwin Olberding 
and Nola Kramer.

Junior Readings
Top Purple: Avery Lueger;
Alt Top Purple: Ava Stallbau-

mer;
Purple: Anna Jost, Harry Lang-

ill, Austin Jones and Alyvia Sud-
beck;

Blue: Katelynn Lueger, Melanie 
Schremmer, Ryker Dalinghaus, 
Paycen Schremmer, Corbin Haug, 
Mason Dalinghaus, Henry Tange-
man, Laura Deters, Karla Deters, 
Gabe Deters, Draidyn Mueting, 
Kieryn Franklin, Kya Franklin, 
Khloe Franklin, Kyra Niehues, 
Abbie Stallbaumer, Jaci Olberd-
ing, Stephen Knapp, Sydney 

Aberle, Koree Stuke, Jolie Jones, 
Maggie Jones and Alex Burkitt;

Red: Will Stallbaumer, Jack 
Tangeman, Brecken Kramer, Si-
mon Strathman and Ellie Burkitt.

Senior Readings
Top Purple: Monica Stallbau-

mer;
Alt Top Purple: Luke Renyer;
Purple: Katie Tangeman, Ali Lu-

eger, Kate Heinen, Cora Langill 
and John Langill;

Blue: Eli Sudbeck, Jonah Deters, 
Chloey Strathman, Madelynn 
Heiman, Mason Stallbaumer, Cole 
Durland and Haven Knapp.

Public Speaking
Top Purple: Karly Tangeman 

and Jonathan Knapp;
Alt Top Purple: Kinzey Niehues 

and Timothy Hemman;
Blue: Jenny Edelman, Lane Mo-

steller and Maddy Mosteller;
Red: Zoey Haug, Jack Macke 

and Clarissa Hemman.
Spontaneous Speaking
Purple: Karly Tangeman, 

Colling Jost, Ryan Uphaus and 
Bob Langill;

Blue: Zoey Haug.
Mock Interviews
Purple: Alex Rowland;
Blue: Aiden Lang.
Piano
Top Purple: Josiah Richardson;
Alt Top Purple: Clarissa Hem-

man;
Purple: Abram Beyer, Jack Stall-

baumer and Brooklyn Johnson;
Blue: Ethan Jost, Myra Stoller, 

Keelan Beyer, Hudson Beyer, 
Benjamin Schultejans, Chloe De-
tweiler, Tenley Deters, Anna Jost, 
Tristan Schmid, Ryan Uphaus, 
Sawyer Edelman, Kayla Johnson, 
Lucy Metzger and Aidan Lierz;

Red: Trinity Detweiler and Em-
ily Fehr.

Vocal Solo
Top Purple: Kendall Edelman;
Alt Top Purple: Haven Knapp;
Purple: Stephan Knapp and 

Madelyn Devore;
Red: Hillary Stallbaumer.
Instrumental Solo
Top Purple: Charlotte Rotting-

haus;
Alt Top Purple: Leah Schmelzle;
Purple: Maggie Strathman, Na-

talee Strathman, Cecelia Becker 
and Madelyn Devore;

Blue: Karla Deters, Kaylee Ol-
berding, Kalin Olberding, Nick 
Thompson, Alex Burkitt and Elie 
Burkitt;

Red: Maryssa Stallbaumer.
Instrumental Ensemble
Top Purple: Jonathan, Haven 

and Stephan Knapp.
Dance
Top Purple: Niehues/Stallbau-

mer;
Blue: Kramer/Sheeley; Kramer/

Kramer; A, K, and E Stallbaumer; 
and Cecelia Becker.

Creative Drama
Top Purple: Tristan Schmid;
Alt Top Purple: Jost/Mosteller.

MISCELLANEOUS

Happy Jack LiquiVict®: 
recognized safe & effec-
tive against hook & round 
worms in dog by U.S. CVM. 
At Orscheln Farm & Home 
(www.fleabeacon.com)

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV!  888-721-1550

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 

1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 

Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mos-

rite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 

D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 

Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Subma-
riner and Speedmaster. Call 
844-575-0691

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight Services 

for best pricing on domestic & international 

flights inside and from the US. Serving Unit-

ed, Delta, American & Southwest and many 

more airlines. Call for free quote now! Have 

travel dates ready! 833-381-1348

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW – 

April 2 & 3 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds.  

Saturday 8-6, Sunday 8-4.  WANEN-

MACHER’S TULSA ARMS SHOW.  

Free appraisals.  Bring your guns!  

www.TulsaArmsShow.com

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 888-788-0471

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 
+ 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 

Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. Pro-

fessional installation.  Top quality - Made in 

the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-

740-0117.  Ask about our specials!

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY.  Receive maximum value 
of write off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 844-268-9386

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, 

ONE DAY updates!  We specialize 

in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 

flooring & seated showers.  Call for 

a free in-home consultation:  855-

382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding 
Training. New Students Only. 
Call & Press 1. 100% online 
courses. Financial Aid Avail-
able for those who quali-
fy.  Call 888-918-9985

HONOR ROLLS
SABETHA MIDDLE SCHOOL

The following students were named to the honor roll for the third quarter of the 
2021-22 academic year.

Superintendent Honor Roll (4.0 GPA)
Eighth grade: Chloe Detweiler, Joshua Enneking, Kiera Keim, Alivia Lang, Cole Menold, Krysta 
Menold, Ava Payne, Samantha Schultejans, Isabelle Scoby, Jyllian Stapleton, William Voos and 
Abigail Whittaker;
Seventh grade: Kiaya Beyer, Ian Deters, Macey Drahota, Jack Frazee, Sophia Haverkamp, Jessa Kibbe, 
Micah Lang, Lincoln Menold, Trinity Meyer, Paxton Michael, Logan Ploeger, Jayce Rebant, Josiah 
Richardson, Isaac Schmid, Nathan Smith, Colby Stoller, Isaac Tramp, Gavin Wedel, Isaac Wikle and 
Camden Wittwer;
Sixth grade: Hadden Bachelor, Anvay Bhatteja, Daniel Garber, Ava Grimm, Sophie Leman, Lanie 
Menold, Gideon Meyer, Gracyn Meyer, Collin Montgomery and Malachi Strahm.

Bluejay Honor Roll (3.5-3.9 GPA)
Eighth grade: Corey Allen, Emily Arnold, Olivia Baumgartner, Kenton Farwell, Finley Hann, Alia 
Kellenberger, Charlie Lukert, Luke Metzger, Reid Mitchell, Naomi Pearson and Ryder Smith;
Seventh grade: Kaden Drahota, Truman Goodwin, Braxton Hoffman, Evey McNally and Lola O’Neil;
Sixth grade: Lydia Bradbury, Zoe Brown, Paityn Daily, Kiarah Dalinghaus, Kynna Davis, Ava Edelman, 
Rachel Enneking, Addyson Farwell, Wyatt Herbster, Nevaeh Hill, Haidyn Jackman, Curtis Kruse, 
RaeLynn Lanter, Lyndsey Menold, Noah Menold, Audrey Moore, Lily Pearson, Izabella Peterson, 
Malorie Schultejans, Keirzyn Stinnett, Emerson Strahm, Livie Strahm, Reed Toedman, Sawyer Villa, 
Myley Wasinger, Kyson Wertenberger and Taylor Wiltz.

Scholastic Honor Roll (3.0-3.49 GPA)
Eighth grade: Benji Aberle, Andre Dalinghaus, Brendon Bestwick, Jacoby Jackman, Kelby McCulley-
Perkins, Kade Menold, Spencer Perdew and Korbyn Stinnett;
Seventh grade: Xavier Deters, Sierra Brown, Holden Edelman, Jayton Meyer, Brooklyn Miller, Cody 
Mitchell, Hector Padilla, Braxton Pyle, Celine Rodriguez, James Sallman, Reyna Swogar and Kirt 
Wertenberger;
Sixth grade: Barrett Clinton, Raelee Davis, Finn Engelken, Jaelynn Engelken, Aberum Goodman, Avery 
Herrmann, Seth Lawrence, Zayden Morales, Christian Scott, John Sunnenberg and Alayna Swogar.

WETMORE MIDDLE SCHOOL
The following students were named to the honor roll for the third quarter of the 

2021-22 academic year.

High Honor Roll (4.0 GPA)
Eighth Grade: Gavin Fulkerson and Shannon Tincher.

Principal’s Honor Roll (3.5-3.99 GPA)
Eighth Grade: Layla Cochran and Landon Heller;
Seventh Grade: Blaine Burdiek, Curtis Fitzgerald, Aryana Scott and Dakota Wilson;
Sixth Grade: Cameron Kramer, Gracie Rice, Makayla Stidman and Jessa Tew.

Honorable Mention (3.0-3.49 GPA)
Eighth Grade: Caleb Duryea and Kristopher Fulkerson;
Seventh Grade: Taygan Fischer, Maddex Honas, Alexis Larabee, Kyla Milligan, Hayden Schultejans 
and Kamber Wommack;
Sixth Grade: Josie Boeckman, Trenton Boeckman, Jayson Kramer, William Kuhnert and Byron 
Meggison. 

Elsie Ploeger with the Morrill Tip Top 4-H Club gives 
an illustrated talk on Maltese dogs during Club Day 
on Saturday, March 5, at Hiawatha High School.

Submitted

Charlee Ploeger with the Morrill Tip Top 4-H 
Club reads “Bad Kitty Hates Snow” during Club 
Day on Saturday, March 5, at Hiawatha High 
School.      Submitted

Kenzie Ploeger with the Morrill Tip Top 4-H 
Club gives a demonstration on Silly Animal 
Toast during Club Day on Saturday, March 5, 
at Hiawatha High School.   SubmittedNellie Grimm with the Morrill Tip Top 4-H Club gives 

a demonstration on propagating geraniums during 
Club Day on Saturday, March 5, at Hiawatha High 
School.               Submitted

BROWN COUNTY 4-H CLUBS

4-Hers participate in Club Day

Dane and Addie Haverkamp participate in Nemaha County 4-H 
Club Day on Saturday, March 5.         Submitted

Lucy Metzger plays piano 
during Nemaha County 4-H Club 
Day on Saturday, March 5.

Submitted

Brecken Edelman participates in Nemaha County 4-H Club Day 
on Saturday, March 5.           Submitted

THE VINTAGE BUTTERFLY 

Spring Open House
Friday, March 25  •  10 am - 5 pmFriday, March 25  •  10 am - 5 pm

Saturday, March 26  • 10 am - 2 pmSaturday, March 26  • 10 am - 2 pm
2314 Timberlane Dr. | Sabetha
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classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

RENTAL 
PROPERTY

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

STORAGE

PEST CONTROL

LEGAL

B U S I N E S S  S E RV I C E S
Advertise your business for as low as  

$6.50 per week!

Sabetha Manor
is now hiring for

Low key environment with flexible scheduling.                  
New hourly wages! Call Larissa Hoffman at 785-284-3411

APPLY TODAY!

• Full-time or part-time Cook
• Part-time  Dietary aide     
(perfect for a high school or college student)

• Laundry aide
• PRN CNA
• PRN RN coverage

Ready to join a compassionate, dynamic, and friendly team? 

NIGHT RN OR LPN POSITION – FT OR PT
EVENING CNA – FT OR PT 

Competitive wages, excellent health insurance, 
retirement plan, and wellness center discounts!                                                      

Excellent opportunity here! Apply Now! Join our team now!

Apply online at achome@apostolicsabetha.com, Call Human Resources at          
(785) 284-3471, Or, Complete an application in our business office.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN HOME
511 Paramount, Sabetha, KS  66534

EOE The Employer of Choice!

Ready to join a compassionate, dynamic, and friendly team? 

DIETARY COOK POSITION – FT OR PT
HOUSEKEEPING POSITION – FT OR PT

Competitive wages, excellent health insurance, retirement plan,    
and wellness center discounts! Excellent opportunity here!

 Apply online at achome@apostolicsabetha.com, Call Human Resources at          
(785) 284-3471, Or, Complete an application in our business office. 

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN HOME
511 Paramount, Sabetha, KS  66534

EOE The Employer of Choice!

Now hiring for a Route Driver
- $21.75 an hour

- Our drivers are home every night 40 to 50 hour weeks

Drivers are responsible for operation of a commercial 
motor vehicle with Class A CDL License.

Darling offers a comprehensive benefits package that includes 
low employee premiums on family medical, dental and vision 
plans PLUS:
• Employer Paid Vacation
• Employer Paid Sick Days
• Employer Paid Holidays
• 401k with Employer match
• Employer Paid Life Insurance

• Employee Assistance Program
• Employer Paid Bereavement  
   Leave
• Employer Paid Long and  
   Short Term Disability

Call for Appointment: 785-799-5722

Nemaha County is accepting applications for an 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
DIRECTOR  

This is a salaried position with benefits included. Applications and a job 
description are available at the Nemaha County Clerk’s Office or on the 

county website at www.nemaha.kansasgov.com.  

Applications will be accepted until April 15th.                  
Phone 785-336-2170 Option 1 

As a growing internet service provider,                      
we are seeking a full-time, enthusiastic 

Customer Service Representative 
to greet customers, help them find the best internet 

plan, and upsell new services by phone and in-person. 

Rainbow is an equal opportunity employer and offers 
health, dental, vision, 401(k), Retirement & Security, PTO,                                                                                                   

paid holidays, and a competitive wage.                                    
The right candidate will be trained. 

Please visit our website for the complete position 
description – www.rainbowtel.net. Submit resumes to 

hr@rainbowtel.com by March 30, 2022

Rock Creek Hotel has a 
job opening.

If interested call the 
Hotel at 785-284-2300 

and ask for Christy.

NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED!  Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-2090

Ash 
REALTY & AUCTIONS
LISTING  AND  SELLING RESIDENTIAL, 

COMMERCIAL & LAND

Steve Aeschliman | Broker
2566 T Road - Sabetha, KS

(785) 284-2417 or (785) 547-5034          
www.ashrealtyandauctions.com

UPCOMING AUCTIONS:
Gun Auction, April 9th                                              

at Prichard Auditorium in Falls City
Visit website for listing & pictures

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally in-
stalled gutter guards protect 
your gutters and home from 
debris and leaves forever! For a 
FREE Quote call: 844-607-1363

Place your 25-word classified in the 

Kansas Press Association and 135 

more for only $300/ week. Find em-

ployees, sell your home or your car. 

Call the Kansas Press Association 

@ 785-271-5304 today! 

HUGE GUN & AMMO PUBLIC AUCTION
APRIL 9, 2022 @ 9:30 A.M.

PRICHARD AUDITORIUM, 312 W.17TH, FALLS CITY, NE

145+ Rifles, Shotguns & Pistols including Winchesters, 
Remingtons, Mossbergs, Marlins, Ithacas & so much more, 

New & reload ammo, reloading equip., camping equip.     
Lots of gun related miscellaneous, Tauras Bear bow 

SELLERS: DAN & JUDY LUNDYSELLERS: DAN & JUDY LUNDY
Ash Realty & Auctions LLC, Sabetha, Ks.       Ash Realty & Auctions LLC, Sabetha, Ks.       

Steven Aeschliman 785-547-5034Steven Aeschliman 785-547-5034

Preview auction day only, doors open @ 8 a.m.                                                                                                                        Preview auction day only, doors open @ 8 a.m.                                                                                                                        
ATF rules & regulations apply                                                                     ATF rules & regulations apply                                                                     

For full sale bill & pictures, visit www.ashrealtyandauctions.comFor full sale bill & pictures, visit www.ashrealtyandauctions.com

Osterhaus Garage, LLC
Truck and Tractor Repair

Dennis Osterhaus
284-3514

Thieme Storage
Sabetha

24 Hour Access

Contact Diane – 285-0828

WEST SIDE STORAGE
UNITS AVAILABLE!

25 X 10, 20 X 10 & 15 X 10 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

  CONTACT CAROL AT (785) 285-2979

AUCTION

news • sports • youth • record
In Print & Online
785.284.3300
SabethaHerald.com

The Sabetha Herald

Subscribe today!
In State Print: $49
Out of State Print:  $56
In State Print/Online: $61
Out of State Print/Online: $68
Online only: $35

FOR RENT
Two BR, 1 BA Apartment                     

1110 Virginia                       
For 55+ year olds

Call 785-414-0091



Fun By The Numbers
Here’s How It Works: Sudoku 
puzzles are formatted as a 
9x9 grid broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the number will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

Sudoku

HHHHH
EEEEE
RRRRR
AAAAA
LLLLL
DDDDD

CCCCC SSSSSSOOOOO WWWWWWWSSSSSS RRRRRRROOOOOOO SSSSSSSSDDDDDDD

WEEKLY RECIPE

March 23, 2022 | The Sabetha Herald | sabethaherald.com10A fun&games

“Insuring your Present, Protecting your Future”

SAYLOR INSURANCE
21 Main Street
Sabetha, Kansas

(inside the Morrill & Janes Bank Building)

785-284-3435
Learn more about Insurance at

www.saylorinsurance.com

211 North Street (Hwy. 36)
Seneca, KS  66538
785-336-3540

AMYLIN
BLOOD
BODY

BOLUS
CARBOHYDRATE

CAUTION
CHRONIC

COMPLICATIONS
DIABETES

DIAGNOSIS
DIET

ENDOCRINE
EXERCISE

GESTATIONAL
GLUCAGON
GLUCOSE
HEALTHY
HORMONE
INSULIN
MANAGE

MONITORING
PANCREAS

SUGAR
SYMPTOMS

3-1/2 cups of Marigold tea
4 cups sugar
1/4 cup lemon juice
1 box powder pectin
Marigold tea:
3 cups Marigold petals, stems, green 
and leaves removed
4 cups boiling water

Place petals into a jar or container. 
Pour boiling water over petals and 
let stand for 24 hours. Refrigerate 
after tea cools to room temperature. 
Strain the tea through a fine sieve to 
remove flower petals. Throw petals 
away. Bring strained tea, lemon juice 
and pectin to a full rolling boil in a 
large kettle. Boil for one minute. Add 
sugar and return to a full rolling boil 
for one more minute. Remove from 
heat and pour jelly into jelly jars. Seal 
with canning flats/rings. Process jars 
in water bath for 10 minutes. Makes 
five 8 ounce jars. The taste has hints 
of saffron. Flavors range from spicy 
to tangy. Color is determined from 
petals.

IN
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S
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Marigold 
(Calendula) Jelly 

from the kitchen of Debbie Taylor

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between south 
and southeast
 4. Celebrations
 9. Pulpits
14. Pin
15. Rare laughing
16. Parts of the circulatory 
system
17. Financial term
18. Pearl Jam frontman
20. Cores of vascular plants
22. Strong sharp smell or 
taste
23. City in S. Korea
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at the 
end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Towards the mouth or 
oral region
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Boys and men
37. The 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
38. Former CIA
39. A way to arrange
41. Body cavity
42. The Great Lake State
43. A type of seal
44. Stop for a moment
46. Ancient kingdom
49. Of I
50. White clerical vestment
51. Songs to a lover
55. Prices
58. Sun-dried brick
59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values reason 
and knowledge
64. Partner to feather
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Type of screen
68. Country singer Haggard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. An involuntary muscular 
contraction
 2. PA transit system
 3. Leaves a place
 4. Sweet greenish fruit
 5. Lends support to
 6. Chap
 7. Singer Di Franco
 8. Water at boiling 
temperature diffused in the 
atmosphere
 9. Asserts to be the case
10. Doctor (Spanish)
11. Auction attendee
12. Characterized by unity
13. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
19. Way to analyze video 
(abbr.)
21. Nonclerical
24. Tree resin
25. The academic world
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Infer from data
31. Arrives
32. Apart
34. Takes on cargo
35. Beloved Hollywood alien
36. Takes apart
40. Dorm official
41. Secondary or 
explanatory descriptor
45. Relating to wings
47. Speaker
48. Situated in the middle
52. Loop with a running 
knot
53. Alaska nursing group 
(abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Establish by law or with 
authority
57. Border river between 
India and Nepal
59. Millisecond
60. Revolutions per minute
61. They __
62. ESPN broadcaster Bob
63. A place to stay
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CW MILL EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
14 Commerce Dr - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3454

DESIGNER: GRANT STAPLETON 

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN HOME
511 Paramount - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3951

DESIGNER: EVELLYNN TINKLIN 

MISHLER LAW OFFICE, P.A.
1022 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2360

DESIGNER: KAMI MENOLD 

SAYLOR INSURANCE SERVICE, INC.
21 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3435

DESIGNER: COLTON RENYER 

Kansas Fruit Speech
Submitted by Reid Bidwell

SES Fifth Grader
Hello my name Reid Bidwell I am 11 years old from 

5th grade and I am here right now to express why Kansas 
should have a state fruit. First, I will tell you the process 
of getting here. In 4th grade my teacher wanted Kansas 
to have a state fruit, so everyone started researching fruits 
that were native to Kansas. After a while we picked mul-
tiple fruits to vote on. We voted and narrowed it down to 
a certain amount of fruits. 

After we narrowed it down we had the Kansas State 
Representative visit our class and give us ideas about giv-
ing Kansas a state fruit. After we got Randy Garber’s ideas 
our teacher emailed Doug Grimm, the owner of Grimm’s 
Gardens. He gave us information about the Sandhill plum. 

After that we researched the Sandhill plum and did 
projects on it. Now, in 5th grade we are still researching 
as well as 4th grade. It is unbelievable how far we have 

gotten on giving Kansas a state fruit. 
We cannot stop now. 
Now I will give you some information on the Sandhill 

Plum. Sandhill plums grow wild in the bar ditch and 
they grow every year. You can also make very good jelly 
with the Sandhill plum and many other snacks with the 
Sandhill plum. You just have to be creative. 

The Sandhill plum is very good for your health and also 
some health benefits. The plum lowers the inflammation 
that triggers heart disease.

May cure anxiety, constipation relief, prevents blood 
pressure and strokes, Many antioxidants, reduce blood 
sugar, Bone health, Boosts production of adiponectin, 
contains a lot of fiber which averts glucose spikes.

As you can see there are many benefits from eating the 
sandhill plum. The Sandhill plum contains Vitamin A 
which can help with eyes, nails, skin, and oxidative stress. 

Here is some more information on the Sandhill plum, 

they grow on shrub-like trees, and they can reach as tall 
as 10 meters. The Sandhill plum’s bush has thorns so it 
protects animals from eating them. The bush can also 
be dug out and transplanted from their thorny thickets. 
Their bush can also protect dust from blowing in water 
or other areas. 

The Sandhill Plum can be eaten as a cooked or as a raw 
snack, their flavor is like tart, or bitter. They are usually 
sweetened and preserved for jellies, sauce, or syrups. The 
Sandhill plums juices and skins can also be made into 
wine. Sandhill plums are mostly used as medicine, or 
food in Indian tribes in North America. 

But, insects and diseases may attack the Sandhill Plum 
bush but it’s usually not a problem as rabbits chew on the 
bark but the bark grows back. Overall the Sandhill Plum 
is a good fruit and would be perfect for Kansas. Thank 
you for your time.
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DRAPERIE DECOR INTERIORS
924 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2614

DESIGNER: KAYLEEN EDELMAN 

BERN-SABETHA VET CLINIC
11 E Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2103

DESIGNER: SOFIA GUTKNECHT 

SABETHA GREENHOUSE
307 N 14th St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2880

DESIGNER: MORGAN RAUSCH 

FLOYD’S TRUCK REPAIR
2496 US Hwy 36 - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3538

DESIGNER: GABRIEL DAVIS 

KSI CONVEYORS, INC.
www.ksiconveyors.com - (785) 284-0600

DESIGNER: KALLIE KELLENBERGER 

PRINTING IMPRESSIONS
1026 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2306

DESIGNER: KENZIE PLOEGER 
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GARRETT COUNTRY MART
707 S Old Hwy 75 - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2167

DESIGNER: AIDAN FANDERS 

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE
1426 S Old Hwy 75 - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-0200

DESIGNER: ABIGAYLE PYLE 

The Kansas State Fruit
Submitted by Easton Renyer

SES Fifth Grader
The Kansas state fruit should 

be the Red Mulberry. I chose the 
Red Mulberry because over the 
summer I ate mulberries and 
thought they were great. Red 
Mulberries are amazing and I 
hope they become the Kansas 
state fruit. 

Red Mulberries are tough 
trees that live for a long time. 
Red Mulberry trees can live in 
a drought, survive subzero tem-
peratures, and can even with-
stand pollution. Most plants 
die because of pollution! Red 
Mulberries don’t need humans 
to grow them since they grow 
wild and produce fruit on their 
own without people. 

If you love birds then you 
can feed them Red Mulberries. 
Birds love them so if you’re at 
a Red Mulberry tree don’t be 
surprised if you see birds eating 
the fruit! Even ducks and geese 
can eat the fruit because it can 
float on water! Ducks and geese 

eat Red Mulberries a lot because 
they can find them easily in the 
forests they live in. 

People also eat the fruit of 
the Red Mulberries. You can 
turn Red Mulberries into Red 
Mulberry preserves. Red Mul-
berry syrup is something people 
make, it is said to be very good 
on pancakes. People can also 
eat Red Mulberries plain. I like 
eating Red Mulberries. 

Eating Red Mulberries can 
help your health too, they are a 
good source of vitamin C which 
helps your immune system, you 
need vitamin C or else you will 
get sick. Red Mulberries also 
have vitamin A which helps 
improve your vision.

In conclusion I think the Red 
Mulberry should be the Kansas 
state fruit because it is tough, 
helps animals living in Kansas, 
is good to eat, and helps boost 
people’s health. I hope the Red 
Mulberry becomes the Kansas 
state fruit.

Hey Kansas       
Where’s the Fruit?

Submitted by Kyson Kaeb
SES Fifth Grader

Hi my name is Kyson Kaeb I am the son of Jason and Maggi 
Kaeb. I am 11 years old and I am in 5th grade. I go to Sabetha 
Elementary school.

In 2020-2021, in 4th grade we started to do research on Kansas 
not having a State Fruit. We had our representative come to talk 
to us about it and he said that it would be a good idea to get a state 
fruit for Kansas. Then we had the owner of Grimm’s Gardens come 
to talk to us about the State Fruit and about fruits. 

We have 24 schools doing it with us. We all voted and out of 400 
plus students, the Sandhill plum won. So, we did more research 
on the Sandhill Plum. We learned about the Sandhill Plum. We 
learned that the Sandhill Plum can grow in very dry places, Kansas 
can be very dry sometimes. Plus, the Sandhill Plum can act like a 
wind brake. Kansas has very strong winds sometimes you know. 

Also, the Sandhill Plum is sweet and has a very tasty inside, it 
makes very good jam and jelly. It is not only good for us but it is 
also a good food for animals. It can also make a good shelter for 
animals; the spiny body of the plant gives animals good protec-
tion. One of the most important reasons is that the Sandhill Plum 
is native to Kansas. The Sandhill Plum should be the state fruit of 
Kansas. Thank you for your time.

State Fruit
Submitted by Lillian Scott

SES Fifth Grader
Hello, I am Lillian Scott. I am eleven years old. I go to Sabetha 

Elementary school. But I am here to talk about why the state fruit 
should go to the House. The Sandhill Plum is the native Kansas 
fruit.

We have been trying to get a state fruit since last year. Some of 
us were in fourth grade. We were talking about why we don’t have 
a state fruit. And now we are in fifth grade. And we are still trying 
to get a state fruit.

But last year we got to talk to some people. Like our state 
Representative, and also Mr.Grimm. And we also voted on what 
fruit we wanted. And the Sandhill Plum won. But we don’t have a 
state fruit. And almost every other state does. 

We have also researched! Thank you for your time.

Poem about 
Sutton Davis

Submitted by Sutton Davis
SES Fifth Grader

I like to read
I run at full speed
I’ve never skied
I like to read indeed

I like the Greek 
I have a technique
It’s very unique
I am not weak

A Greek man is Percy Jackson
He’s Poseidon’s son
He’s Kronos’s grandson
He loves the sun

Another character is Annabeth Chase
Her mind is a major database
Her friend is Thalia Grace
Manhattan is her birthplace

Another is Grover Underwood
He likes to save wood 
His life is pretty good
He had a good childhood

A State Fruit 
Submitted by 

Thomas Richardson
SES Fifth Grader

I think we should have a state 
fruit.  Because 28 other states 
have one and it would be a fun 
project for other school.  Not 
only would the other schools 
learn about the state fruit, but 
they would learn about the 
branches of government of our 
state.

Learning all the stuff about 
the government can tire you 
out because there are three 
branches, so it takes a long time 
to learn all of the details.

Also, we had to go through 
a lot of writing and would 
you want us to have to do all 
of that writing again in a new 
Bill?  Now please support our 
Bill, so that we can have a state 
fruit.  Thank you for your time.

Mittens
Submitted by Gus Ring

SES Fifth Grader
Mittens my cat who is a funny cat.
If you step on his toes he will scat 
He also likes to fight. 
or he actually may bite.

Sadly, his entire family but two are 
gone. 

So now he shares my room. 
He plays alone on the lawn.
He will dart, run, jump, and zoom.
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EXTRU-TECH, INC.
100 Airport Rd - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2153

DESIGNER: EMRIE NIEHUES 

HACK’S MEAT SHACK
502 N 11th - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2947

DESIGNER: GAGE REBANT  
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1102 S Old Hwy 75 - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-0088

DESIGNER: SUTTON DAVIS

BACHELOR CONTROLS, INC.
123 Washington - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3482

DESIGNER: CONNOR WEDEL 

The State Fruit
Submitted by Gage Rebant

SES Fifth Grader
Today I’m going to tell you about the state fruit, wait a second there isn’t one. I’m Gage 

Rebant and I’m trying to get a state fruit for Kansas. I’m working with 23 other schools, crazy 
right? Our school has voted on a state fruit and that lucky fruit is the Sandhill Plum. It’s also 
named the Chickasaw Plum, it is extremely native.

I, 90 percent disagree with the vote, I think it should be the Gooseberry it can be made for a 
medicine to cure cancer but its but its illegal in 12 states because of a disease called the white 
pine blister rust and the good thing is that it’s not illegal in Kansas that’s why I think it should 
be the Gooseberry but it’s not. Now enough about the Gooseberry.

I know the Sandhill Plum is extremely native. And I think the Jam is delicious and they can 
also be extremely tart so it should taste super good. There are a lot of facts about the Sandhill 
plum but I just can’t name it all. 

Now enough about the Sandhill plum.  We need your help and others to support us and I 
also know I’m just a kid but I think the Sandhill Plum might be a good fruit and it also might 
not be terrible .We also need your help to pass this Bill and I can’t do this alone so I really 
need your help.

There are so many native fruits to Kansas but now I have a really good feeling about the 
Sandhill plum. It is probably going to be an amazing fruit.

About Me
Submitted by Lucy Metzger

SES Fifth Grader
When I play a game 
It will be my aim.
My favorite would be volleyball
But that really is not all.

I also like to cook and draw
But my drawings are not blah.
Even though I’m good at cooking
My eyes are still looking.
   
I like to go outside and play 
Not sit inside and diddle all day.
I also play the piano 
And I like to dress in cameos.

You may think I’m a little weirdo 
But really, I’m a hero.
If you want to know more 
Then take a little soar.

Dancing
Submitted by Sofia Gutknecht

SES Fifth Grader
I love dancing
With people prancing
People start clapping 
Arms aren’t flapping

When we stretch
I catch 
Dogs go fetch

At my show
I will glow
Like a river flow
Now I grow

We will fly
Soar so high  
Don’t be shy
Now we’re done, Bye
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MIDWEST READY MIX
926 Grant - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2911

DESIGNER: THOMAS RICHARDSON  
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910 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2310

DESIGNER: MADELYN DEVORE 

P&J SOLID WASTE MGMT, LLC.
Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2827

DESIGNER: JOSIAH MEYER 

KENI’S NUTRITION
121 S Washington - Sabetha, KS (785) 300-4001

DESIGNER: LILLIAN SCOTT 

Sandhill Plum
Submitted by Avery Rettele

SES Fifth Grader
Hi, my name is Avery Rettele, 

I am 10 years old, and I go to 
Sabetha Elementary school. I think 
that the bill should pass because we 
need a state fruit. Some people are 
probably wondering why we don’t 
have a state fruit. Well a few years 
ago a different school tried to pass 
the watermelon as the state fruit 
but it didn’t go through as a bill. 

All of the fifth graders and 
fourth graders in the Sabetha 
Elementary school are researching 
and helping with this project. We 
also have 26 other schools doing 
this project with us. We have 
researched a lot about the Sandhill 
plum and now this is how far we 
have gotten. There are 28 states 

that have a state fruit and we might 
have one soon too. 

I loved doing this project so 
much and I really hope that this 
state fruit gets passed. We even 
had our representative, Randy 
Garber and a guy from Grimm’s 
Garden to talk to us about the State 
fruit. Randy Garber talked to us 
about how we get the state fruit to 
become a bill and the steps we have 
to take. Grimm’s Garden talked 
to us about the different fruits. 
I think that the sandhill plum 
should be the state fruit because 
it is native to Kansas and it grows 
around here.

That is why I think that the state 
fruit, the sandhill plum, should 
be passed.

World Colors
Submitted by Liberty Wahwasuck

SES Fifth Grader
Paint has colors that look like the earth.
Fire red, ocean blue, sunny, yellow, night sky blue and grass green.
The colors match the landscape perfectly.
The world is like a canvas, it’s always ready for new ideas.
The night blue sky with a Milky Way 
that looks like small suns and moons all together.
It gives you ideas of what to paint.
The earth feels like it’s covered in paint,
it has colors that are the most beautiful.
The earth is an idea giver with all of its amazing colors.
The desert pale yellow, the volcanos brown, 
coral pink and dolphin gray 

Art
Submitted by Evellynn Tinklin

SES Fifth Grader
When I paint my mind is 

clear.
Like the freedom of a deer. 
When the room is very 

peaceful.
Mrs. Connie is very joyful.
Pouring paint  is very skilled.
It makes me very thrilled.
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DESIGNER: WYATT LEE 
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1002 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2139
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DESIGNER: LUCY METZGER
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MAIN STREET AUTO SUPPLY
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DESIGNER: CHARLES SMITH 

SCHENCK PROCESS, LLC
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KANSAS INSURANCE
621 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-7611

DESIGNER: HALLE RENYER 

KROGMANN MFG., INC.
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State Fruit
Submitted by Madelyn Devore

SES Fifth Grader
Hello, my name is Madelyn Devore and I’m 10 years old. I think 

that you should make the state fruit the Sandhill plum. The Sandhill 
plum will be the state fruit because I believe that. Not just me but my 
grade and other people. The purpose of me being here is to get the 
Bill past. Which I am determined I want. These are my beliefs and 
you should believe them too.

It took my class and I a full year and we are still determined to 
make this Bill a law and official. We researched and researched. We 
got Mr.Garber to talk to my grade and I. That’s not all, we invited 
many people and they were excited. So please make this happen. This 
took us a lot of work.

The state fruit will change many things. If there wasn’t a state fruit 
someone else would have to find one. That’s another thought my 
classmates had. So please believe my grade and my thoughts.

I beg you to stand and consider my thoughts. Not just mine but many 
people. So please don’t let our thoughts go to waste. Again, I beg you 
to make the state fruit the Sandhill plum. Thank you for listening.

Sandhill Plum                      
the New State Fruit

Submitted by Halle Renyer
SES Fifth Grader

Hello my name is Halle Renyer. I am eleven years old. And I attend 
Sabetha Ks. I will be talking about the Sandhill Plum. My class and 
I have been working on this for two years now. So now I’m going to 
tell you about the fruit.

Kansas needs a fruit so here are the best reasons. Even 24 schools 
have already voted. So if we got the Bill to the floor that would be 
the best thing ever. Now to get to the details. Almost every state has 
a fruit. So why can’t Kansas to me this is the perfect opportunity to.

We know that Wichita has already tried so it’s our turn. The Sandhill 
Plum is native and the tree can get up to 20 feet. The class has already 
talked to Mr. Garber. Still, why can’t Kansas have a state fruit? 

So, the class will not give up on this. My class thought this was an 
amazing fruit. Everyone voted so it was fair. Thank you for your time.

Little Brown 
Puppies

Submitted by Wyatt Lee
SES Fifth Grader

Wyatt’s friend has three puppies 
The dogs are lovely as sweet 

peas
Meg’s daughter handles them 

with ease
I would really like one, PLEASE!

The puppies just like a clown
And are a beautiful color brown
When they walk and waddle 

facedown
When you see them your wear 

a smile not a frown
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MORRILL & JANES BANK & TRUST CO.
21 Main St - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-3433

DESIGNER: CECELIA BECKER 

SABETHA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
14th & Oregon - Sabetha, KS (785) 284-2121

DESIGNER: EMERY HUNING 

Farming
Submitted by Flint Lowdermilk

SES Fifth Grader
Combines  big and green
All are John Deere
Harvest happens only once a year
While farmers feeding steers

Tractors of all different sizes 
The field is soybean 
They are all  Deere
farmers drinking root beers
We have a baby steer

Semis hauling steers
!Watch out! there’s a deer
The earth is a sphere 
Nothing runs like a Deere 

Farming 
Ranching 
Kind of the same thing 
Cattle having offspring 
all while sitting in a porch swing 
During the spring……

Video Game - Video Game
Submitted by Aidan Fanders

SES Fifth Grader
I can video game away
and it helps me escape from fears.
At night ,I struggle to fall asleep 
if I don’t get to play video games it is worse.
My brain can think faster when I’m playing my 
video game.

Sports
Submitted by Lucas Keim

SES Fifth Grader
Sports are my passion,
Recess sports are my abbreviation.
I’m not that good at ballgames,
I might be better at board games!

My nickname is “Louie”,
My mom might disagree. 
My name is Lucas Keim,
And that’s a mighty fine.  

My friends and coaches help me,
To control my great ability.
I like to throw all sports balls 
Like footballs, basketballs, and baseballs.

Kansas Fruit
Submitted by Hudson Scoby

SES Fifth Grader
Hello my name is Hudson Scoby. I am 

a 5th grade student and I go to Sabetha 
Elementary in Sabetha, Kansas. I am here 
to talk about why I think Kansas needs a 
state fruit. My classmates and I have done 
a lot of research on which fruit should be 
our state fruit.  We thought long and hard 
before we even attempted to do this. I 
have been working on this since 4th grade 
and this all started with our ELA teacher 
Mr.Wertenberger. We have had people 
that know a ton about fruits come to our 

school to help us. We have even had our 
representative come to share his opinion 
about our trying to get a state fruit and 
he said this was a great idea.

It is not just our school that is doing 
this to we have 24 other schools from all 
around Kansas helping us try to make 
this a state fruit.Sure we might be 5th 
graders but we know a lot more about 
this than you think trust me.So we had 
a lot of fruits that we could of chosen 
but we narrowed it down to 4 fruits. The 
American Persimmon, Gooseberry, Red 
Mulberry, and the Sandhill Plum. The 

fruit that won was the Sandhill plum.
I feel that this Bill should really be 

passed because of all the hard work me 
and my classmates have put into this. 
The fruit that we are trying to pass The 
Sandhill Plum is native to Kansas because 
if you want a state fruit it has to be native 
to Kansas. I know this might be hard 
to get it all the way to a state fruit but 
I feel that we have the knowledge and 
determination to pass this Bill. Thank 
you for your time.

State Fruit
Submitted by Abigayle Pyle

SES Fifth Grader
Hi! I’m Abigayle Pyle from Sabetha, 

Kansas. I may only be 10 and the youngest 
kid in my grade but I do know some about 
the state fruit.

First of all I would like to congratulate 
Kansas for getting a state fruit, the 
Sandhill Plum. I hope the Bill for this 
fruit will be complete. I surely do hope 

I can finally and strongly say,”Kansas, 
We have fruit!” Well at least by next year.

As well as living on a farm, I do know 
some about fruits. Well I thought I did 
until Doug Grimm of Grimm’s Gardens 
came to speak to the fourth grade classes. 
Boy, did I sound like a weakling. Well a 
weakling in knowing my plant facts. 

Anyways, I would now like to tell you 
about the Sandhill plum. First of all, their 

taste. They are bitter close to the skin but 
sweet next to the seed.

Next, the time of year they grow I’d say 
is around late spring. That is also what 
experts have said for a fact of the state 
fruit. These are just two facts. I’d have 
a lot more but since I only have three 
minutes of my time to speak, I don’t 
have many facts. But I can say for now, 
“Kansas, we’re getting that fruit!”

Baseball
Submitted by Bradley Hinton

SES Fifth Grader
Baseball is really fun.
It gets me ready for the future.
Someday I may play MLB.
I bat, play outfield, and second base.
My teammates call me Kirby.
I hit bombs to the outfield.
This is my passion.
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Sand Hill Plum
Submitted by Hadlee Schuette

SES Fifth Grader
Hello I’m Hadlee Schuette and I’m from Sabetha Kansas.I 

think Kansas needs a state fruit because we need to be known 
as a state with a fruit and being known without a state fruit is 
weird because almost every state has a fruit.

This Bill needs to be passed but why might you ask  ? We 
have all the other things like a state tree ,a state animal,a state 
insect and other things. I feel like its dumb that we don’t have 
a fruit.  What if one of the states thinks of us as that one state 
that doesn’t have a fruit?  I don’t want to be known as that 
because our state is amazing .

Well my opinion is that we need a fruit, we have everything 
except the fruit. Students from Wichita almost got a Bill past 
for a fruit, the  watermelon but we want something that’s native 
to Kansas.   A watermelon is not native but a Sandhill Plum 
is. It originally came from Kansas now if this Bill gets passed, 
we will have our last thing to be known for.

State Fruit
Submitted by Gabriel Davis

SES Fifth Grader
Hi I’m Gabe Davis, I’m 11 years old and thank you for having me 

here today. I will be here talking about how I think the Sandhill Plum 
is a good state fruit because it is from Germany. It actually didn’t grow 
in sand, it grew in dirt and the reason why I think the Sandhill Plum 
should be the state fruit is because it might make good jam. Our 4th 
and 5th graders did a vote on what should be the state fruit and the 
Sandhill Plum won, so it might be a great fruit for the state, oh yeah 
that’s all my opinion so. 

The state Sandhill Plum was an overrated fruit for jam in Germany 
and everybody would use it on their toast and the websites said that 
the stem was at least 2 inches thick.

Flies and other insects would come and eat all the fruit and leave the 
farmers nothing to harvest. The farmers got mad and started putting 
bug killer on the plants to help the bugs stop so I also think the Sandhill 
plum would be an interesting fruit to grow in and harvest in Kansas.

About Me
Submitted by Larae Rokey

SES Fifth Grader
My name is Larae,
I like to go to a cafe
I know how to play croquet
I know how to make a flower bouquet

I live in the USA
I live the Blue Jay Way
I have today and I will someway
Complete this day by day

I want to see the Milky - Way
But probably not today
Day after day I’ll think about the day
When it comes to my birthday

I might runaway
But not the wrong way
I will find a way someway
This poem is about me by the way.
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Fish
Submitted by Jaiden Miller

SES Fifth Grader
My name is Jaiden, I like sports 
I like to play on courts.
Jaiden likes to paint. 
I don’t like to faint.
             
Jaiden loves to fish. 
Her friends say they squish.
My name is Jaiden 
My brother’s name is Caden!

There’s a fish 
That likes to swish.
It is my wish
To see it in a dish. 

The Bass
Submitted by Connor Wedel

SES Fifth Grader
I want to catch a bass
With a great big mass.
I will use my new fly,
But I hope the fish won’t pass by

I am pulling in a bass
With a great big mass.
I pull the fat bass
Into the thick tall grass.

The gigantic bass 
Was as smooth as glass.
I like to eat yummy bass
But I will let this fish pass.

State Fruit
Submitted by Jadon Younie

SES Fifth Grader
Hello I’m Jadon Younie and I will be talking 

about what I think the state fruit should be. 
I think the state fruit should be the Sandhill 
plum. The state fruit should be the sand hill 
plum since it’s native to Kansas. We heard that a 
group from Wichita tried to do the watermelon 
but it died in committee. We’ve also been spoken 
to by Randy Garber and Grimm’s gardens.  

The Sandhill plum has a sweet tart taste. Also 
Sandhill plums are red and have a juicy crunch. 
We’ve spent 2 years doing research and writing 
essays about what the state fruit should be. 

Sandhill plums can be made into many 
pies, jams and jelly. To do this we can make 
delicious foods out of Sandhill plums. Sandhill 
plums have been known to grow up to 20 feet 
tall. Sandhill plums are good between August 
through February.

State Fruit
Submitted by Kyson Leman

SES Fifth Grader
I think the Sand Hill plum should 

be the state fruit. I think this because 
many schools like mine have worked 
hard to get this project to the House. 
Exactly 24 schools are participating.

There are many more reasons why 
this should be the state fruit. The 
Sandhill Plum can live all around in 
Kansas.

Jam of the plum is delightful. The 

plums are easy to pick from your tree. 
The tree doesn’t grow tall, so you don’t 
need a ladder. It can make jam, jelly, 
and delicious pies.

Also, the Sandhill Plum has always 
been native to Kansas. Unlike the 
watermelon which isn’t even native 
to America. They are native to Africa. 
This is why we Kansas needs a state 
fruit, so if you could step it up the bar 
I’d be thankful.

The State Fruit
Submitted by Colton Renyer

SES Fifth Grader
Hello my name is Colton Renyer 

from Sabetha Elementary School.I 
am a fifth grader, one of the whole 
fifth grade who started the state fruit 
project. 

Me and a lot of people put a lot of 
our time into this project. We also did 
a bunch of research for this. 

A couple of reasons I  would like 

the Bill to pass are,I think we should 
have one because a lot of other states 
have one but we don’t. 

We voted for one out of 4 and got 
the Sandhill plum. The Sandhill plum 
is a good choice because it is native to 
Kansas. They also make good jams 
and jellies. All those reasons are why 
we should have a state fruit. Thank 
you for listening to my speech here 
today.

State Fruit 
Submitted by Garrett Hall

SES Fifth Grader
My name is Garrett Hall and I’m 11 

years old and I think we should have 
a state fruit. I think it should be the 
Sand Hill Plum because it’s native to 
Kansas. People also say when the Sand 
Hill Plum is fresh it tastes like sweet 
tarts. We have also taken a couple of 
votes and the Sand Hill Plum won.

We would also like to have a state 

fruit. I would also like to have a state 
fruit because a lot of other states have 
them. We have the chance to have a 
state fruit but we don’t yet. We have 
also done a lot of research and I think 
we should have a state fruit.

We have also talked to experts like 
Representative Randy Garber and 
Doug Grimm from Grimm’s Gardens. 
That is why I think we should have a 
state fruit.

Sandhill Plums
Submitted by Bristol Menold

SES Fifth Grader
I’m Bristol Menold and I’m 10 years old and 

the reason I want the Sandhill plum  to be our 
state fruit is because we worked super hard to 
research about the Sandhill plum. We’ve been 
researching about it for 2years. When I was in 
4th grade we made posters and hung them up 
for other kids to see what they might want to 
be the state fruit. And then when I was in 5th 
grade we kept studying.

After we kept researching about the Sandhill 
plum we finally got to just the Sandhill plum. 
Mrs. Plattner in 5th grade is letting us try some 
jams of some of the state fruits we used. Some 
facts about Sandhill plums are if you want to 
try them you could go to Grimm’s Gardens. 
The Sandhill plums grow up to 20ft.

Sandhill plums have seeds so you can grow 
more and more. Sandhill plums produce every 
year. Sandhill plums are sweet to the middle. 
You can ripen them easily.
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I Like to Draw
Submitted by Kaiya Aberle

SES Fifth Grader
I used to draw 
anything I saw
like cute puppies with their adorable paws 
Or a cute cat and their claws
 
I once used red, blue and yellow
to make a nice fellow 
then I drew a cello 
After that I made another nice fellow.

 
Once I drew two people
trying to do a jigsaw puzzle
after the page was full.
I thought it was a bit dull.
 
Then I grabbed another piece of paper
and I drew myself in another caper
After everyone saw me draw, 
they thought I was number one and in awe.

My Bow + Arrow
Submitted by Danny Haffner

SES Fifth Grader
I like to shoot my compound bow. 
My aim is at the target. 
The arrows go down low.
 And like cement it will set. 

I’m lucky to actually have two.
Dennis is setting up paper testing soo.
It takes practice so do-do-do.
Soon I will be able to hit the moon 

State Fruit Speech 
Submitted by Cecelia Becker

SES Fifth Grader
Hi my name is Cecelia Becker. I 

am 11 years old, I attend Sabetha 
Elementary School and I’m in 
fifth grade. During the 2020-
2021 school year my peers and I 
decided after reading a story about 
B.T. corn to try to get a state fruit 
for Kansas. 

Our teacher Mr. Wertenberger 
had us do a ton of research. We 
researched what fruits are native 
to Kansas. The final four fruits 
were the Gooseberry, Sandhill 
Plum, Red Mulberry, and the 

American Persimmon. 
Before we got to the final four, 

Mr. Wertenberger invited us to 
meet our local representative, 
Randy Garber. He talked to us 
about how a Bill gets passed. Mr. 
Wertenberger also brought in 
Doug Grimm who is the owner 
of Grimm’s Gardens and taught 
us about our native fruits. The 
Sandhill Plum won. 

Please vote on this bill because 
then we can have a fruit just like 
28 other states. Thank you for 
your time.

State Fruit
Submitted by Emmett Kroll

SES Fifth Grader
Hello my name is Emmett Kroll 

and I’m eleven years old. I think 
the Sandhill Plum should move on 
from the committee to the floor to 
become Bill. We in the fifth grade 
worked so hard on the project. 
Now back to the committee we’re 
just fifth and fourth graders so 
please let it go to the Floor for a 
vote, please consider this.

We spent three weeks on this 
assignment. I feel like this Bill 

deserves to have a real chance. 
While doing this research we 
figured out that the information 
on the Sandhill Plum was hard 
to find and limited. The best part 
about this assignment was the 
research.

If you have any questions about 
the Sandhill Plum please let the 
Sabetha Elementary school fifth 
graders know. We’re happy to help 
in any way we can. Thank you for 
letting us be in the making of this 
Bill. Thank you for your time.

Playing with Pets
Submitted by Sydney Aberle

SES Fifth Grader
I like to play with goats,
They jump up on my coat.
They eat my hair,
But I don’t care

I like to play with my dog.
We sometimes play in the fog.
I race him to the bin,
But he will always win.

I like to play with my cat.
We will catch a rat.
He will chase a ball, 
Then fall

State Fruit
Submitted by Kayleen Edelman

SES Fifth Grader
Hi my name is Kayleen Edelman and I am 10 years 

old.
I am from Sabetha Elementary School in Sabetha 

Kansas.
Here at Sabetha Elementary we are trying to get 

a State fruit. 
It all started last year in fourth grade. Our reading 

teacher last year said that we didn’t have a state fruit. 
So, we decided to make one. This project was not just 
a little project it was a big one! 

First, we did lots and lots of research. Then we had 
are Representative Randy Garber come and talk to 
us. Then we had Doug Grimm the owner of Grimm’s 
Gardens come in and talk to us. 

This year we voted and Sandhill plum won! This 
year we found out that a group of kids from Wichita 
were trying

to get watermelon as state fruit. But last year 
someone tried to get watermelon as state fruit and it 
died out. I hope our Bill doesn’t die.

I really think you guys should pass the Bill for the 
Sandhill plum. I think this because the Sandhill plum 
is native to Kansas. The Sandhill plum is also a good 
wind breaker. If an animal eats it the plant will grow 
back, it is pretty much indestructible. So that is why 
you guys should pass it on.
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Acting
Submitted by Kami Menold

SES Fifth Grader
Kami likes to act
Though she may break her back
She may have a voice crack
But she’ll practice to come back.

All the folks will come to watch
They may catch a falling thingamabob
Mrs. Garber will teach me a portion
And I’ll come up with an action.

A Grammy she may be
If she wants to be 
A little girl she was
Or maybe a bug that goes BUZZ!

When Kami is acting
She may get a class ring
Kami can act almost anything
Someday she may even act in Beijing.

Kansas State Fruit
Submitted by Larae Rokey

SES Fifth Grader
My opinion is that this fruit should 

go to the House.  I think this because 
most people want a state fruit.

My reasons are that we have worked 
hard and voted hard. And we ended 
up with the Sandhill Plum. We want 

this to go to the next level. We have 
written many essays to complete this.  
5th grade has been so excited since 4th 
grade. We’ve been waiting for so long 
and we’re anxious to see what’s coming. 
And the day is almost here.

We could be the first school to get 
a state fruit. We could make history. 

There have been 24 schools that have 
gone out of there way to vote with us. 
We have had experts come in and talk 
to us too.

It is also native to Kansas. That is the 
Sandhill Plum should be the state fruit.

State Fruit
Submitted by Emery Huning

SES Fifth Grader
Hello, my name is Emery Huning and 

I am only 11 years old.I go to Sabetha 
elementary school. Last year we were 
reading a story about BT corn and then 
we started talking about state fruits and 
then someone asked if Kansas had a 
state fruit and my teacher didn’t know 

so we did some research and found 
out that we don’t. We also found out 
that some kids in Wichita tried to get 
the watermelon as the state fruit but 
it died in Committee. That is how all 
this started. 

This is why I think we should have a 
state fruit. Reason one why we should 
have a state fruit is because all states 

have a state fruit and it might make our 
state better. The second reason why we 
should is because kids research Kansas 
so if they research a fruit they might 
like them more. Thank you for giving 
me this opportunity to speak in front 
of you.

State Fruit Speech
Submitted by Kurt Baumgartner

SES Fifth Grader
My name is Kurt Baumgartner, I 

am 10, almost 11 years old and I go to 
Sabetha Elementary School. The reason 
why I think  the Sandhill Plum should 
be the Kansas state fruit is because our 
state needs a fruit.

The Bill should go down to the House 
of Representatives for a vote because 
Kansas is a state without a fruit. 
Basically almost every other state has 
a state fruit so why don’t we have one?

It would also be really cool for Kansas 
to have a state fruit because then Kansas 
would have something else to be known 

for having.
Also if we don’t make the Sandhill 

Plum the Kansas State Fruit then it 
could be a different state’s fruit and it 
would take even longer for Kansas to 
find a different state fruit thank you 
for your time. Reading

Submitted by Roy Smith
SES Fifth Grader

I like to read indeed 
I like to read I do not speed read
I like to read things that are creepy
But not when I’m sleepy

My name is Roy
I am a boy 
I like to read 
but not when I bleed 

I read about monsters that are scary and hairy 
I go to the library its very ordinary 
I have a friend named Gary 
who also likes books that are scary
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