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STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly signs 
multiple bills into law

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly signed multiple bills 
this past week.

HOUSE BILL 2239
Bipartisan House Bill 2239 cuts property taxes 

and gives tax relief to many Kansans. House 
Bill 2239 amends property, sales and income 
tax laws.

“Our fiscal responsibility has put Kansas back 
on track,” Governor Kelly said. “We’ve been 
able to fully fund our schools, fix our roads and 
bridges, balance the budget, and cut property 
taxes, providing relief for Kansans.”

“We have the opportunity to help Kansans 
who are feeling the impact of pandemic-induced 
inflation. With the largest budget surplus in 
decades, we can do both – provide property tax 
relief and finally eliminate the state sales tax on 
food,” Governor Kelly said.

House Bill 2239 increases the residential 
property tax exemption, provides homestead 
property tax refunds to eligible taxpayers, and 
broadens the property tax reduction authority 
of county commissioners for property destroyed 
by disaster.

It also provides tax credits for graduates of 
aerospace and aviation-related educational pro-
grams and employers of program graduates, 
school and classroom supplies purchased by 
teachers, and qualified railroad track mainte-
nance expenditures of short line railroads. The 
bill provides additional personal income tax 
exemptions for disabled veterans.

The bill also creates a sales tax exemption for 
the purchase of necessary supplies to reconstruct 
or repair fencing for agricultural land damaged 
or destroyed by natural disaster.

More information about HB 2239 can be 
found at http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/
measures/hb2239/.

HOUSE BILL 2279
The bipartisan bill expands access to health 

care in Kansas by removing barriers, allowing 
advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) to 
practice independently.

“Kansas, like so many other states, is experi-
encing a health care shortage – especially in rural 
parts of the state,” Governor Kelly said. “This 
will improve the availability of high-quality 
health care by empowering APRNs to reduce 
local and regional care gaps.”

“This bill will increase access to care for all 
Kansans, many of whom rely on safe and expert 
APRN care today,” said Amy Siple, APRN, presi-
dent of Kansas Advanced Practice Nurses As-
sociation. “We applaud Governor Kelly and the 
Kansas legislature for taking this step towards 
greater access, quality outcomes and reduced 
regulatory barriers. As the 26th state to remove 
these barriers for APRNs, Kansas demonstrates 
a commitment to improving the health of its 
citizens.”

Senate Sub. for House Bill 2279 requires an 
APRN to maintain malpractice insurance and 
national certification for initial licensure as an 
APRN. It also requires that these medical pro-
fessionals comply with federal Drug Enforce-
ment Administration requirements related to 
controlled substances to prescribe controlled 
substances.

SENATE BILL 91

Senate Bill 91 provides liability protection 
for businesses, municipalities and educational 
institutions participating in high school work-
based learning programs. The bill creates some 
civil liability protections for businesses and stu-
dents if a student is injured while participating 
in a high school work-based learning program.

“Hands-on, work-based learning programs 
are an important component to strengthening 
the Kansas workforce,” Governor Kelly said. 
“By providing some liability protection for our 
students and businesses involved, we open the 
door for additional community involvement 
and more opportunity for students to gain the 
skills needed to step out of the classroom and 
into the workforce.”

“The Governor’s Council on Education ap-
plauds Governor Kelly and the Kansas Legis-
lature for recognizing the importance of work-
based learning to develop, recruit, and retain 
talented students in Kansas,” said Dr. Cynthia 
Lane and Dr. Fred Dierksen, Co-Chairs of the 
Governor’s Council on Education. “Senate Bill 
91 is a great example of business and education 
working together to drive our economy with the 
highest skilled and educated workforce. This 
bill is a testament to the years-long effort by our 
members to pass legislation that will allow more 
students to prepare for their future careers.”

SENATE BILL 479
Senate Bill 479 authorizes the Capitol Pres-

ervation Committee to approve plans to place 
a permanent memorial recognizing the Kansas 
suffragist movement in the statehouse.

“Kansas has always been on the forefront of 
progress, and our history played a major role in 
the suffragist movement,” Governor  Kelly said. 
“Kansas was the first state to hold a referendum 
on women’s suffrage, and we’re home to the first 
female mayor elected in the nation. I’m proud 
to sign this bill into law so that the next genera-
tion remembers our history, celebrates the trail-
blazers that paved the way, and recognizes the 
importance of participating in our democracy.”

“It was an honor to bring forward this legisla-
tion on behalf of the women who worked and 
fought so hard for many years for the right for 
women to vote,” said Senator Elaine Bowers. “It 
is easy today to take this voting right for granted 
but how very important it is to remember how 
much of a challenge and a struggle it was for 
women all over the United States, including 
Kansas, over 100 years ago. In keeping with the 
mission of the Capitol Preservation Commit-
tee – to ensure that the historical beauty of the 
capitol complex of the areas are preserved – this 
monument to Women’s Suffrage is appropriate 
and long overdue and certainly deserving to be 
installed for the benefit of future generations.”

Funding for the memorial will be provided 
through the creation of Kansas Suffragist Me-
morial Fund which will be administered by the 
Kansas Treasurer’s Office.

MORE SIGNED BILLS
Governor Kelly also signed the following bills:
House Bill 2005: Excludes hot water supply 

boilers that have a nominal water capacity not 
exceeding 120 gallons from the provisions of the 
boiler safety act; creates the Elevator Safety Act 
to require safety standards, permit requirements 
and insurance coverage for elevator contractors; 
requires inspections of elevators and licensure 
for persons installing, repairing and inspecting 

e l -
e v a t o r s ; 
and creates an elevator safety advisory board 
and establishes duties for the state fire marshal.

House Bill 2087: Limits the review of certain 
rules and regulations by the director of the Divi-
sion of Budget.

House Bill 2109: Prohibits the disclosure of 
personal information about a person’s affiliation 
with a nonprofit organization and continues the 
of existence certain exceptions to the disclosure 
of public records under the Open Records Act.

House Bill 2456: Establishes the Kansas kids 
lifetime combination hunting and fishing li-
cense.

House Bill 2476: Provides for the Silver Star 
medal, Bronze Star medal, City of Hutchinson 
and Daughters of the American Revolution 
distinctive license plates, and four distinctive 
license plates for the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks. It also authorizes the print-
ing of the international symbol of access for 
disabled veteran distinctive license plates and 
parking privileges for certain physically disabled 
veterans and allows veteran distinctive license 
plate applicants to provide a DD214 form, DD 
form 2 (Retired) or a Kansas veteran driver’s 
license as proof of veteran status.

House Bill 2478: Designates a portion of U.S. 
Highway 166 as the SGT Evan S. Parker Memo-
rial Highway, a portion of U.S. Highway 56 as 
the PFC Shane Austin Memorial Highway, a por-
tion of U.S. Highway 69 as the Senator Tom R. 
Van Sickle Memorial Highway, a certain bridge 
on Kansas Highway 126 as the Dennis Crain 
Memorial Bridge, a portion of U.S. Highway 69 
as the AMM2c Walter Scott Brown Memorial 
Highway and bridges on Kansas Highway 66 as 
Veterans Memorial Bridge.

House Bill 2489: Amends provisions of the 
technology-enabled fiduciary financial institu-
tions act relating to out-of-state financial insti-
tutions, banks and trust companies conducting 
fiduciary financial transactions, fees and assess-
ments, examinations, disclosures to consumers 
and requires such institutions to be mandatory 
reporters for purposes of elder abuse.

Senate Bill 346: Allows for the on-farm retail 
sale of milk and milk products, authorizes the 
secretary of Agriculture to declare an imminent 
health hazard, extends certain milk and dairy 
license fees and establishes certain standards 
for milk.

Senate Bill 348: Exempts the practice of 
threading from the practice of cosmetology.

Senate Bill 405: Authorizes the state historical 
society to convey certain real property to the 
Shawnee Tribe.

Senate Bill 434: Creates exemptions in the 
open records act for records that contain cap-
tured license plate data or that pertain to the 
location of an automated license plate recogni-
tion system.

Senate Bill 451: Requires an individual to 
maintain enrollment on a tribal membership 
roll to receive a free permanent hunting license.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor signs redistricting maps
SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly signed the redistricting 
maps for the Kansas State House of Representa-
tives, the Kansas State Senate and the Kansas 
Board of Education into law and vetoed Senate 
Sub for House Bill 2448, House Sub for Sub Sen-
ate Bill 286, Senate Bill 58 and Senate Bill 160.

The following message is from Governor Kelly 
regarding her veto of Senate Sub for House Bill 
2448:

“Every Kansan feels the price of the pandemic-
induced inflation at the pumps and at the gro-
cery store. The cost of food alone is one of the 
most significant contributors to inflation overall.

“With the rising costs of these necessities, we 
should be helping people afford the basics. This 
bill would unnecessarily burden nearly 30,000 
hard-working Kansans, including people car-
ing for their families and impacting those with 
children.

“Therefore, under Article 2, Section 14(a) of 
the Constitution, I hereby veto S Sub for House 
Bill 2448.”

The following message is from Governor Kelly 
regarding her veto of House Sub for Sub Senate 
Bill 286:

“This bill includes valuable provisions that I 
support, such as expanding telemedicine and 
criminal penalties for violence against health 
care workers in hospital settings.

“During the pandemic, I worked with hospi-
tals, frontline care workers and stakeholders on 
a narrowly tailored compromise to protect our 
doctors and nurses responding to COVID-19 

while ensuring Kansas patients still had appro-
priate protections. This was important for those 
working around the clock, caring for our loved 
ones during the height of the pandemic.

“However, a last-minute provision was in-
serted into this bill which gutted our original 
carefully crafted compromise and indiscrimi-
nately broadened protections for health care 
providers, substantially reducing protections 
for Kansas patients.

“I will work with the Legislature in a bipar-
tisan fashion on a bill that returns the liability 
provisions to the original compromise language 
and include the provisions for telemedicine and 
enhanced criminal penalties for violence against 
health care workers in hospital settings so that 
both Kansas patients and our hard-working 
healthcare providers are protected.

“Therefore, under Article 2, Section 14(a) of 
the Constitution, I hereby veto H Sub for Sub 
Senate Bill 286.”

The following message is from Governor Kelly 
regarding her veto of Senate Bill 58:

“Throughout the pandemic, parents had to 
step up and do the impossible. Go to work. Take 
care of their children. Teach, tutor and facilitate 
their children’s learning. When it comes to their 
children’s education, parents can and should play 
a vital role. We know that parental engagement 
in their child’s education greatly impacts the 
outcome.

“This bill, however, is about politics, not par-
ents. Over one hundred Kansas parents testified 
against this bill. It would create more division 
in our schools and would be costly. Money that 

should be spent in the classroom would end up 
being spent in the courtroom. 

“That’s unacceptable, especially after our 
efforts to bring Democrats and Republicans 
together to fully fund our schools for the last 
four years.

“I look forward to working with the Legisla-
ture in a bipartisan fashion on a bill that gives 
parents a seat at the table without harming 
school funding or exacerbating the issues fac-
ing our teachers.

“Therefore, under Article 2, Section 14(a) of 
the Constitution, I hereby veto Senate Bill 58.”

The following message is from Governor Kelly 
regarding her veto of Senate Bill 160:

“Both Republican and Democratic Governors 
have joined me in vetoing similar divisive bills 
for the same reasons: it’s harmful to students and 
their families and it’s bad for business.

“We all want a fair and safe place for our kids 
to play and compete. However, this bill didn’t 
come from the experts at our schools, our ath-
letes or the Kansas State High School Activities 
Association. It came from politicians trying to 
score political points.

“This bill would also undoubtedly harm our 
ability to attract and retain businesses. It would 
send a signal to prospective companies that 
Kansas is more focused on unnecessary and 
divisive legislation than strategic, pro-growth 
lawmaking.

“Therefore, under Article 2, Section 14(a) of 
the Constitution, I hereby veto Senate Bill 160.”

GRADUATES

New law 
enforcement 
officers 
graduate

SUBMITTED

Twenty-four new law enforcement officers gradu-
ated from the Kansas Law Enforcement Training 
Center (KLETC) on April 8 at a ceremony held in the 
KLETC Integrity Auditorium. Graduates included 
to local students: Evva Holtz, Kickapoo Tribal Police 
Department, Brown County; and Austin Tillery, 
Marshall County Sheriff ’s Office, Marshall County.

Deputy Charles Wheaton of the Edwards County 
Sheriff ’s Office was the graduating class president. 
The speaker for the ceremony was Chief Courtney 
Prewitt of the Garden City Police Department. Mike 
Satterlee, KLETC senior instructor of police, was the 
class coordinator for the 291st Basic Training Class.

Steven Phillips of the Haven Police Department 
was recognized during the ceremony for his firearms 
proficiency as the class’ “Top Shot.”

Graduates receive certificates of course completion 
from KLETC and Kansas law enforcement certifica-
tion from the Kansas Commission on Peace Officers’ 
Standards and Training, the state’s law enforcement 
licensing authority. The training course fulfills the 
state requirement for law enforcement training. 
Classroom lectures and hands-on applications help 
train officers to solve the increasingly complex prob-
lems they face in the line of duty.

Established by the Kansas Legislature in 1968, 
KLETC trains the majority of municipal, county 
and state law enforcement officers in Kansas and 
oversees the training of the remaining officers at 
seven authorized and certified academy programs 
operated by local law enforcement agencies and the 
Kansas Highway Patrol.

About 300 officers enroll annually in KLETC 14-
week basic training programs. KLETC offers continu-
ing education and specialized training to over 10,000 
Kansas officers each year. KLETC is located one mile 
west and one mile south of Yoder, near Hutchinson, 
and is a division of the University of Kansas Lifelong 
& Professional Education.

The graduates, who began their training in January 
2022, represented multiple municipal, county and 
state law enforcement agencies from across Kansas.

NEMAHA COUNTY DEMOCRATS

Monthly 
meeting slated 
for April 23

SUBMITTED BY JOLENE BLOOM

The Nemaha County Democrats will meet for their 
regular monthly meeting at the Seneca City Library 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 23, in the annex. Usually 
the group meets on the third Saturday of each month.

Besides regular reports by Vice Chair Mel Baker, 
Secretary Greg Newlin and Treasurer Susan Bowman, 
the agenda will include discussion of primary election 
candidates, the Kansas Constitutional amendments 
that are expected on the Aug. 2 ballot, recent activities 
at the Capitol as the 2022 session comes to an end, 
and the preparation for candidates at the primary 
election dinner at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 15, at The 
Willows in Seneca.

Chair JoLene Bloom will review the status of legis-
lation and Governor Laura Kelly’s activities in regard 
to recent legislation, as well as the activities of the 
Governor’s campaign for re-election with Lieutenant 
Governor Toland. Emma O’Brien, Communications 
Director of the Kansas Democratic Party, is actively 
communicating with Nemaha County voters to de-
lineate the extreme differences between Governor 
Kelly and the forerunner of potential Republican 
gubernatorial candidates.

Anyone who is interested in protecting personal 
freedoms and constitutional rights, whether it is in 
regard to health and medical care, taxes, voting, re-
productive freedom, gender equality, selection of 
Supreme Court justices — the list continues to grow 
daily, will need to be astute readers of the Aug. 2 ballot 
in order to cast informed votes.

Anyone who has changed a name or address since 
last voting must re-register to vote by noon Wednes-
day, June 1; similarly, any precinct committee man 
or woman who was elected in November 2020 must 
refile for the two-year position with the Nemaha 
County Clerk by noon Wednesday, June 1.

Registration for the primary election is open until 
mid-July. Voters can ask for mailed ballots, can appear 
in person to the County Clerk prior to the election 
date or can vote in person on Aug. 2. A mailed ballot 
must be post-marked by Aug. 2.

Youth who will turn 18 by Aug. 2 or Nov. 8 can reg-
ister early to participate at which time they will be 18.

Anyone wanting information about the Nemaha 
County Democrats or wish yard signs for Democratic 
candidates or issues when they are available can con-
tact JoLene Rae Bloom, chair, at jolener@rainbowtel.
net or call 785-336-3641.
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Manure handling safety: never try shortcuts

Whether livestock ma-
nure is stored in an 
open area – such as 

a lagoon or slurry tank – or in-
side or beneath an animal hous-
ing unit, its storage and handling 
pose potentially life-threatening 
dangers.

“While manure is commonly 
applied in the fall, some producers 
choose to apply manure prior to 
planting spring crops,” said Amy 
Millmier Schmidt, University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln Associate 
Professor and Livestock Manure 
Management Engineer. “The first 
step to reducing risks related to 
manure handling is making sure 
everyone involved is trained. 
Don’t assume that either your 
kids or hired help thoroughly 
understand what they need to do 
to stay safe.”

Schmidt points out that hired 
help may be hesitant to admit 
they’re not thoroughly familiar 
with safe manure application 
principles. They may fear that 
asking questions could lead to 
losing their job.

“Spring is always a busy time 
on the farm,” Schmidt said. “But 
never rush through this task. Put-
ting safety ahead of time is always 
the goal.”

No matter how manure is 
stored, there is potential for hy-
drogen sulfide gas to be released 
whenever stored manure is 
pumped or moved. The greatest 
risk for hydrogen sulfide gas ex-
posure exists with thick “slurry” 
manure stored beneath slatted 
floors of livestock housing or in 
a separate concrete or steel tank 
outside the housing. Even a ma-
nure/bedding mixture in a facility 
such as a hoop barn or other bed-
ded livestock housing systems can 
contain pockets of this gas.

“When a person first comes in 
contact with hydrogen sulfide, 
they’ll smell it,” Schmidt said. 
“It’s a sulfur smell similar to rot-

ten eggs. Often, when the concen-
tration of the gas is at a dangerous 
and deadly level, you won’t smell 
it anymore.”

The reason the odor seems to 
disappear is that the olfactory 
senses are overcome by the smell 
of the gas. A person may believe 
they’re safe because the gas odor 
is gone, when in truth they’re in 
danger of losing their life due to 
its concentration.

“I know most people aren’t go-
ing to invest in a hydrogen sulfide 
meter, which will test the concen-
tration of the gas,” Schmidt said. 
“However, you might consider 
borrowing one from your local 
emergency management agency or 
fire department to help safeguard 
the person working with stored 
manure.”

Another recommended prac-
tice when hauling stored manure 
is having a second person on 
scene to quickly summon help if 
a worker is overcome by hydrogen 
sulfide gas or encounters another 
dangerous situation.

“This is a highly recommended 
safety principle anytime you’re 
working around a manure stor-
age area,” Schmidt said. “Whether 
you find it necessary to enter a pit 
to access a pump or are just agitat-
ing or pumping the manure, have 
someone available to help if things 
go wrong.”

Wearing a harness attached to 
a winch or rope so, if necessary, 
the observer can pull a worker out 
of a pit or other dangerous enclo-
sure can help prevent the loss of 
multiple lives.

“Something as simple as a rope 
tied around your upper body will 
allow for pulling you out rather 
than someone else attempting 
to enter the dangerous environ-
ment,” Schmidt said. “It’s our 
natural instinct to want to help 
when someone is incapacitated 
in a pit or storage area. The most 
tragic scenario occurs when an-

other person loses their life in 
the process of trying to complete 
a rescue by entering the same dan-
gerous area.”

Methane gas is also created 
during manure decomposition 
but is undetectable by smell as it 
has no odor. This highly f lam-
mable gas can be trapped and 
released quickly, particularly in 
slatted swine operations. Some 
swine manure pits have experi-
enced foaming in the past several 
years. While the exact cause has 
not been identified, the filmy 
foam layer that develops on the 
surface of the stored manure can 
trap methane gas in the bubbles 
of the foam. The gas is released 
when bubbles in the foam break, 
creating a danger of combustion.

“Anytime you’re working any-
where inside a slatted swine facil-
ity, look into the opening of the pit 
to see if there is a foamy film on 
top of the manure,” Schmidt said. 
“If there is a quick fix to disperse 
the gas, it’s to use water to break 
up the foam. Before breaking up 
the foam with this method or agi-
tation of the pit, turn the ventila-
tion system to its highest possible 
speed so the methane can be di-
luted and pulled out of the build-
ing. It is also advisable to remove 
animals from the structure and 
turn off any equipment that could 
serve as an ignition source.”

If methane gas has built up, any 
activity that produces a spark – 
i.e. welding, operating electrical 
devices, etc. – could cause the gas 
to ignite and produce an explo-
sion or fire.

It’s not uncommon to haul 
solid manure in an open truck 
that doesn’t trap gases. However, 
hauling slurry manure in an en-
closed tank means the manure is 
in a confined space and gases can 
build up to dangerous levels. No 
one should enter a manure tank 
or even lean into it through an 
opening when it contains even a 

small amount of manure as hydro-
gen sulfide could accumulate to a 
dangerous concentration.

“Just one inhalation of a dan-
gerously high concentration of 
hydrogen sulfide gas can cause 
a person to lose consciousness,” 
Schmidt said.

Another key safety principle is 
preventing easy access to storage 
structures such as lagoons, tanks 
or pits.

“Think of these storage areas 
in the same way as you would a 
swimming pool on your property 
– as a potential drowning hazard,” 
Schmidt said. “Installing some 
kind of barrier – a fence, guard-
rail, etc. – is recommended to help 
keep anyone from accidentally en-
tering the stored manure either on 
foot or in a piece of equipment.”

No matter how familiar a farm-
er or their family may be with the 
farm site, accidents like these can 
occur when people are working in 
low light conditions early in the 
morning or late in the evening. 

“Even those who know their 
property well could accidentally 
drive into a structure like this,” 
Schmidt said. “It’s best to install 
warning signs around the struc-
ture perimeter and put up a fence 
or some kind of barrier to prevent 
accidental entry.”

Farming has long been the 
most hazardous occupation in the 
world, and hurried decisions made 
by tired workers increase the risk 
of injury or death. Every year we 
see tragic stories of workers dying 
in or around manure storage.

“Despite having performed 
a task numerous times with no 
negative consequences, hurrying 
to accomplish something can 
cause us to make poor decisions,” 
Schmidt said. “Always choose to 
do things safely while making the 
best use of your time.”
This column is submitted by the 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center.
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