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NEMAHA COUNTY FARM BUREAU ASSOCIATION

Local scholarships awarded

SUBMITTED

Nemaha County Farm Bureau awarded two 
$1,000 scholarships for the upcoming 2022-23 
school term to graduating seniors who have 
parents that are members in Nemaha County. 
One scholarship was earmarked for the field of 

agriculture and the other one was open for any 
field of education. This marks the 30th con-
secutive year that our county has been giving 
scholarships to college bound students.

This year’s recipients were Faith Henry, Nema-
ha Central High School, daughter of William 
and Charity Henry; and Carson Cross, Centralia 

High School, son of Bob and Lynda Cross.
Faith plans to attend Wichita State University 

and double major in graphic design and market-
ing. Carson will enter Kansas State University 
and major in biology/pre-med.

COMMUNITY BLOOD CENTER

Community 
blood center 
announces 
emergency

SUBMITTED

Community Blood Center (CBC) announced a 
blood emergency, as school breaks and increased 
travel have caused an alarming drop in donations 
over the past month. The blood supply currently 
stands at a two to three day level, with types O 
and B at just a one to two day supply. This is well 
below the ideal inventory of five to seven days.

The local blood supply has still not recovered 
from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and is 
not able to sustain significant drops in donations. 
The shortage has recently reached emergency lev-
els due to school breaks and increased travel, re-
sulting in a dramatic drop in donor turnout and 
creating extra volatility in an already unstable 
blood supply. 

“This time of year can always be difficult for 
the blood supply, with school breaks and increased 
travel making blood donations less of a priority,” 
said Patsy Shipley, Executive Director of Com-
munity Blood Center. “We highly encourage all 
who are able to please donate today to help us meet 
this critical need in our community.”

It only takes one hour to donate, and a single 
donation can save multiple lives. Roughly one in 
seven hospital admissions require a blood trans-
fusion. Those in need include: cancer patients, 
accident, burn, or trauma victims, transplant 
recipients, surgery patients, chronically trans-
fused patients suffering from sickle cell disease 
or thalassemia, and many more.

To make an appointment, donors can call 1-877-
468-6844 or visit www.savealifenow.org.

ABOUT COMMUNITY BLOOD 
CENTER OF GREATER           
KANSAS CITY (CBC)

Founded in 1958, Community Blood Center 
(CBC) provides over 90 percent of the blood used 
by hospitals throughout the Greater Kansas City 
metropolitan area, as well as eastern Kansas and 
western Missouri. CBC provides nearly 200,000 
blood products each year to over 60 area hospitals 
and relies on volunteer donors each day to meet 
the need for lifesaving gifts of blood.

CBC operates 365/24/7 to deliver safe, high 
quality products to meet transfusion needs for 
routine care and emergencies. CBC is a Division 
of New York Blood Center, Inc. (a family of operat-
ing Divisions known as New York Blood Center 
Enterprises).

For more information, visit www.savealifenow.
org. Connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, Ins-
tagram and LinkedIn.

U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

FDA limits use of Janssen COVID-19           
vaccine to certain individuals

SUBMITTED

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
has limited the authorized use of the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine to individuals 18 years of age 
and older for whom other authorized or approved 
COVID-19 vaccines are not accessible or clinically 
appropriate, and to individuals 18 years of age and 
older who elect to receive the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine because they would otherwise not receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine.

Key Points:
• After conducting an updated analysis, evalua-

tion and investigation of reported cases, the FDA 
has determined that the risk of thrombosis with 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), a syndrome 
of rare and potentially life-threatening blood 
clots in combination with low levels of blood 
platelets with onset of symptoms approximately 
one to two weeks following administration of the 
Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, warrants limiting the 
authorized use of the vaccine.

• The FDA has determined that the known and 
potential benefits of the vaccine for the prevention 
of COVID-19 outweigh the known and potential 
risks for individuals 18 years of age and older for 
whom other authorized or approved COVID-19 
vaccines are not accessible or clinically appropri-
ate, and for individuals 18 years of age and older 
who elect to receive the Janssen COVID-19 vac-
cine because they would otherwise not receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine.

• The Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Ad-
ministering Vaccine now reflects the revision 
of the authorized use of the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine and includes a warning statement at the 
beginning of the fact sheet for prominence which 
summarizes information on the risk for TTS.

“We recognize that the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine still has a role in the current pandemic 
response in the United States and across the global 
community. Our action reflects our updated anal-
ysis of the risk of TTS following administration 
of this vaccine and limits the use of the vaccine 
to certain individuals,” said Peter Marks, M.D., 
Ph.D., director of the FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research. “Today’s action demon-
strates the robustness of our safety surveillance 
systems and our commitment to ensuring that 
science and data guide our decisions. We’ve been 
closely monitoring the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine 
and occurrence of TTS following its administra-
tion and have used updated information from our 
safety surveillance systems to revise the EUA. 
The agency will continue to monitor the safety 
of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine and all other 

vaccines, and as has been the case throughout the 
pandemic, will thoroughly evaluate new safety 
information.”

Background
The Janssen COVID-19 vaccine was authorized 

for emergency use on Feb. 27, 2021. On April 
13, 2021, the FDA and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), announced a 
recommended pause in administration of the 
vaccine to investigate six reported cases of TTS, 
and to help ensure that health care providers were 
made aware of the potential for TTS and could 
plan for proper recognition and management 
due to the unique treatment required for TTS. 

On April 23, 2021, following a thorough safety 
evaluation, including two meetings of the CDC’s 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices (ACIP), the FDA and CDC lifted the recom-
mended pause regarding the use of the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine. The agencies confirmed a 
total of 15 cases of TTS had been reported to 
the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS), including the original six reported 
cases, out of approximately eight million doses 
administered.

These data, plus the deliberations and recom-
mendations by the ACIP, helped with FDA’s as-
sessment that the known and potential benefits of 
Janssen COVID-19 vaccine outweighed its known 
and potential risks in individuals 18 years of age 
and older. The available data suggested the chance 
of TTS occurring was remote, but investigation 
into the level of potential excess risk due to vac-
cination and specific risk factors continued. At 
that time the Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers 
Administering Vaccine was revised to include a 
warning pertaining to the risk of TTS and the 
Fact Sheet for Recipients and Caregivers also was 
revised to include information about blood clots 
in combination with low blood platelets after 
receiving the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine.

In December 2021, after reviewing updated 
vaccine effectiveness and safety data, the ACIP 
made a preferential recommendation for the use 
of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines over the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine in all persons 18 years of age 
and older in the United States. The ACIP rec-
ommended and CDC endorsed that the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine may be considered in some 
situations: when a person has a contraindication 
to receipt of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, when 
a person would otherwise remain unvaccinated 
for COVID-19 due to limited access to mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccines, and when a person wants 
to receive the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine despite 
the safety concerns identified.

Current Status
The FDA and CDC have continuously moni-

tored for and investigated all suspected cases of 
TTS reported to VAERS. In an updated analysis of 
TTS cases following administration of the Janssen 
COVID-19 Vaccine that were reported to VAERS 
through March 18, 2022, the FDA and CDC have 
identified 60 confirmed cases, including nine 
fatal cases. The FDA has determined that the 
reporting rate of TTS is 3.23 per million doses of 
vaccine administered and the reporting rate of 
TTS deaths is 0.48 per million doses of vaccine 
administered.

In making the determination to limit the au-
thorized use of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, 
the agency considered that reporting rates of TTS 
and TTS deaths following administration of the 
Janssen COVID-19 vaccine are not appreciably 
lower than previously reported. Furthermore, 
the factors that put an individual at risk for TTS 
following administration of Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine remain unknown. The FDA also consid-
ered that individuals with TTS may rapidly dete-
riorate, despite prompt diagnosis and treatment, 
that TTS can lead to long-term and debilitating 
health consequences and that TTS has a high 
death rate. The agency also considered the avail-
ability of alternative authorized and approved 
COVID-19 vaccines which provide protection 
from COVID-19 and have not been shown to 
present a risk for TTS.

Examples of individuals who may still receive 
the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine include: individu-
als who experienced an anaphylactic reaction 
after receipt of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine, 
individuals who have personal concerns with re-
ceiving mRNA vaccines and would otherwise not 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine and individuals who 
would remain unvaccinated for COVID-19 due 
to limited access to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines.

Ongoing Safety Monitoring
The FDA has a robust safety surveillance sys-

tem in place to monitor the safety of COVID-19 
vaccines approved and authorized for emergency 
use. The FDA is monitoring COVID-19 vaccine 
safety through both passive and active safety 
surveillance systems in collaboration with the 
CDC, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and other academic and large non-government 
healthcare data systems.

The revised EUA for the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine was issued to Janssen Biotech Inc., a 
Janssen Pharmaceutical Company of Johnson 
& Johnson.

Faith HenryCarson Cross

STATE OF KANSAS

Kansans 
dispose 
of tons of 
documents

SUBMITTED

Kansans safely disposed of more than 48 tons of 
personal documents during events in March and 
April, Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt 
announced on Thursday, May 5.

“The outstanding turnout at our free document 
destruction events shows that Kansans recognize 
the importance of keeping their personal infor-
mation secure,” Schmidt said. “The documents 
dropped off have now been safely destroyed and 
are out of the reach of identity thieves.”

More than 2,300 Kansans dropped off approxi-
mately 96,180 pounds of documents at eight loca-
tions across the state during National Consumer 
Protection Week, March 7-12. Two additional 
locations were rescheduled to late April because 
of inclement winter weather. Over the past 10 
years, 368 tons of personal documents have been 
safely and securely destroyed for more than 73,500 
Kansas consumers. 

The document destruction program was made 
possible through partnerships with Underground 
Vaults and Storage, Heartland Credit Union in 
Hutchinson, K-State Credit Union in Manhattan, 
Envista Credit Union in Topeka and Lawrence, Sa-
lina Interparochial Credit Union in Salina, Golden 
Plains Credit Union in Hays, Frontier Community 
Credit Union in Leavenworth, Central Kansas 
Education Credit Union in Salina, Emporia State 
Federal Credit Union in Emporia, Kansas Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield Credit Union in Topeka, Azura 
Credit Union in Topeka and Evergy.

Kansas consumers can find more information 
about protecting themselves from identity theft 
and other scams at www.InYourCornerKansas.org.
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Cold weather crown stress in corn

If a corn seed had its choice for 
optimal planting conditions, 
it would often look outside 

of northeast Kansas to find them. 
Planting in early April can expose 
us to imbibitional chilling injury 
when we see lower than optimal 
soil temperatures during the first 
24-72 hours after planting. Once 
we get through that stage, we often 
hit a period of wet soils and cooler 
soil temperatures that can result 
in cold weather crown stress or 
cold weather corn rot.

The two-inch soil temperature 
at the Corning Kansas Mesonet 
Station just over a week ago was 
above 70 degrees Fahrenheit. Over 
a span of four days, we added over 
two and a half inches of rain and 
dropped two-inch soil tempera-
ture back to 52, holding steady 
at that level through this writing 
(May 5). The conditions weren’t 
quite as drastic at the Oskaloosa 
Kansas Mesonet Station with only 
an inch sixty for rain and tem-
peratures dropping only seven 
degrees to the mid-50s.

Still, it’s not the upward trend 
of warming soil temperatures a 
young corn plant would prefer. 
While there’s no guarantee we’ll 
see issues (its variable to begin 
with and often dependent on 
how long soils stay cool/damp), 
it’s good to be aware of potential 
problems.

What might it look like if we do 
happen to see issues? Plants are 
typically stunted and might show 

nutrient deficiency symptoms 
(potassium the most common). 
Root development will likely be 
normal, but the crown will tend 
to exhibit dark brown or black 
discoloration in the crown area 
when stems are split. According 
to Iowa State University work, 
Fusarium or a fungus that causes 
anthracnose can sometimes be 
isolated from affected plants, but 
not always. Sometimes the plants 
grow out of it as they develop. In 
the most extreme instances, when 
decay results in a “disconnect” be-
tween leaves and roots, plants may 
wilt and even die.

Other stresses can make plants 
more susceptible to crown issues 
and cause problems later. Com-
paction, fertility deficiencies or 
herbicide injury can enhance the 
potential for crown damage. Stress 
(drought/heat) conditions later on 
tend to result in further problems, 
with late season stresses on these 
plants potentially leading to stalk 
rots and lodging.

As sun returns and tempera-
tures rise, be on the lookout for 

patches of uneven plant growth. 
Some of it can be attributed to our 
typical “ugly duckling” stage as 
plants start to grow rapidly, but 
watch for areas of potential crown 
damage as well.

Why Didn’t My       
Garden Produce?

A recent news release from 
K-State Research and Extension 
outlined management of storm 
damage in the garden. It reminded 
me of multiple conversations over 
the past winter with gardeners not 
happy with their production. Over 
the next few weeks, we’ll address 
some of those in this space, start-
ing this season’s seemingly exces-
sive wind events.

Sometimes, we can be too nice 
to our plants. Trying to help them 
recover from wind damage cer-
tainly falls in this category. Ex-
cess wind and saturated soils can 
both cause plants to lean. Instead 
of rushing out to bend them back 
– and potentially causing break-
age in the process – let them be. 
In most cases, they’ll start to 
straighten on their own in a few 
days.

Did you try to “help” plants 
along too much last year? Often, 
or well meaning “grooming” can 
cause unintended injury we might 
not even think about – especially 
after the growing season has al-
ready concluded.

Next week: the effects of rain-
fall.

How low 
should you 
mow?

Though some warm-season 
grasses such as bermuda 
and zoysia can be cut 

quite low (1-1/2 – 2 inches), buf-
falo grass and the cool-season 
grasses should be cut higher. 
Bermuda and zoysia can be cut 
low because they creep rather 
than grow more upright. Actually, 
bermuda and zoysia can be cut 
lower than 1-1/2 inches if you have 
a reel-type mower rather than the 
more common rotary.

Tall fescue and Kentucky blue-
grass will thin if mowed too short. 
They are upright growers and cut-
ting short will cause the plant to 
shift energy from root growth 
to shoot growth. This can cause 
root systems to become shallow 
and weak. These weakened plants 
will often die out during the heat 
and drought of summer requiring 
overseeding in the fall. So what 
are the recommended mowing 
heights? They are listed below.

• Tall fescue: 2-1/2 to 3-1/2 
inches

• Kentucky bluegrass: 2 to 3 
inches

• Buffalo grass: 2 to 3 inches
• Bermuda grass: 1 to 2 inches
• Zoysia grass: 1 to 2 inches
Cucumber Beetles and 

Bacterial Wilt
If you had cucumbers or musk-

melons that suddenly turned 
brown and died last year, you 
may have had a disease known 
as bacterial wilt. The cucumber 
beetle carries this disease. Once a 
plant is infected, there is no cure, 
so prevention is the key. Because 
cucumber beetles overwinter as 
adults, early control measures are 
essential.

There are two types of cucum-
ber beetles: striped and spotted. 
The striped cucumber beetle is the 
most common. The 1/4-inch-long 
beetles are conspicuously colored: 
black head and antennae, straw-
yellow thorax, and yellowish wing 
covers with three distinct parallel 
and longitudinal black stripes.

Young plants can be protected 
with row covers, cones or other 
types of mechanical barriers. 
Edges must be sealed to ensure 
that the beetles do not find a place 
to enter. Plants will eventually 
outgrow these barriers, or they 
will need to be removed to allow 
insect pollination of the flowers. 
Apply insecticides before beetles 
are noticed in the planting. Con-
tinue to spray weekly throughout 
the season.

Homeowners can use perme-
thrin (numerous trade names). 
Once plants have started flower-
ing, spray in the evening after bees 
have returned to the hive. Check 
labels for waiting periods between 
when you spray and when the fruit 
can be picked.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT On the 

Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION
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KANSAS CORN, K-STATE RESEARCH      
AND EXTENSION

Compete in Kansas, 
National Corn Yield 
Contests with one entry

Submitted
Entries are now being accepted 

for the Kansas and National Corn 
Yield Contests (NCYC). Kansas 
growers who enter the NCYC are 
automatically entered in the Kan-
sas Corn Yield Contest. Growers 
must enter the NCYC to partici-
pate in the Kansas contest, simpli-
fying entry and building Kansas 
participation in both contests. 
The Kansas Corn Yield Contest 
is sponsored by Kansas Corn and 
K-State Research and Extension. 

“This is the second year for 
the Kansas Corn Yield Contest 
to be linked to the national con-
test, allowing growers to submit 
one registration and one harvest 
form for both the national and 
state contests,” said Deb Ohlde, 
Kansas Corn Director of Grow-
ers Services. “We appreciate our 
partnership with K-State Research 
and Extension that encourages in-
novation and celebrates farmers 
who achieve exceptional yields.”

In the Kansas Corn Yield Con-
test, growers compete for cash 
prizes and recognition for irri-
gated and non-irrigated yields in 
ten districts as well as awards for 
the state’s top irrigated and top 
non-irrigated entries. Kansas CYC 
prizes will be awarded at the Kan-
sas Corn Symposium in January 
2023.

In the National Corn Yield 
Contest, winners will receive 
national recognition in publi-
cations, as well as other awards 
from participating sponsoring 
seed, chemical and crop protec-
tion companies. NCYC winners 

will be honored at the 2023 Com-
modity Classic in Orlando, Fla.

“Together, entrants generate a 
pool of collective knowledge and 
spark innovation. These cham-
pions actively contribute to the 
advances that will continue to 
keep U.S. farmers meeting grow-
ing demands for feed, fuel and 
fiber sustainably for generations 
to come,” said Lowell Neitzel, a 
Kansas farmer who chairs NCGA’s 
Member and Consumer Engage-
ment Action Team.

Enter by June 30 to save with a 
special $75 early entry rate. Entry 
will remain open at the full rate 
of $110 through Aug. 17. All har-
vest forms will be due by Nov. 30. 
NCYC winners will be announced 
on Dec. 14. Many seed companies 
pay for entry and membership fees 
for growers through the NCYC 
voucher program.

Prizes for the Kansas Corn 
Yield Contest will be awarded at 
the state and district levels. Dis-
trict winners receive a $300 cash 
prize and a plaque. Second place 
winners receive a $200 cash prize 
and third place receive a $100 
cash prize. The highest yielding 
dryland and irrigated entries 
statewide each receive an addi-
tional $500 cash prize and plaque. 
Kansas CYC winners will be an-
nounced on Dec. 23.

For yield contest information 
and registration links, visit our 
webpage at www.kscorn.com/yield-
contest. For more information, call 
Kansas Corn at 785-410-5009, or 
email dohlde@ksgrains.com.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION
Comments requested on 
public involvement plan

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Transportation (KDOT) requests 
comments on the Statewide Pub-
lic Involvement Plan, Sharing the 
Future (STF) document. The pur-
pose of the plan is to outline and 
provide details of KDOT’s public 
involvement process.

The STF sets forth guidance to 
KDOT enabling opportunities 
for public input throughout the 
transportation decision-making 
process. This plan may be help-
ful to the public in understand-
ing KDOT’s processes regarding 
public involvement efforts and 

procedures followed. The plan 
can be viewed at https://www.
ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/
Headquarters/PDF_Files/Sharing-
the-Future_220503.pdf.

The approval of STF requires 
a public comment period, which 
concludes June 2. To make com-
ments on the plan, contact Ann 
Melton at 785-409-2190, or ann.
melton@ks.gov. This information 
is available in alternative acces-
sible formats.

To obtain an alternative format, 
contact the KDOT Division of 
Communications at 785-296-3585 
(Voice/Hearing Impaired-711).

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor 
signs bill 
cutting 
property 
taxes

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly cer-

emonially signed legislation 
at a Topeka home to celebrate 
the bipartisan passage of House 
Bill 2239, which cuts property 
taxes. It provides additional tax 
relief for Kansas veterans and 
the elderly through property 
tax refunds and gives tax cred-
its to teachers who purchase 
school supplies out of their own 
pockets.

“I know inflation is hurting 
everyone’s wallet, and costs 
are going up,” Governor Kelly 
said. “So today, we’re celebrat-
ing a bipartisan tax cut for 
families to put money back 
into Kansans’ pockets. Fami-
lies will now have more money 
to buy food, school supplies or 
pay the bills – every bit helps. 
We’ll continue to make fiscally 
responsible decisions to pro-
vide relief to Kansans across 
the state.”

“It has always been a dream 
of mine to make it easier for 
fixed income seniors and dis-
abled veterans to stay in their 
homes,” said Senator Tom 
Holland, the Ranking Minor-
ity Member on the Senate As-
sessment and Taxation Com-
mittee. “Seniors and veterans 
have contributed so much to 
our communities, our state and 
our country, and this bill gives 
everyone another reason to live 
out their golden years in their 
home right here in Kansas.”

“I was proud to work with 
legislators from both parties on 
legislation that provides need-
ed tax relief for homeowners 
and encourages growth and re-
investment in two of our larg-
est industries — agriculture 
and aviation,” said Representa-
tive Adam Smith, Chair of the 
House Taxation Committee. 
“The investments and tax cred-
its that we are making this year 
are designed to promote eco-
nomic growth throughout the 
state for many years to come 
while keeping taxes property 
taxes low for homeowners.”

Residential property taxes 
for up to the first $40,000 of 
assessed value will be exempt. 
This tax cut will save Kansans 
more than $133.5 million in 
residential property taxes and 
apply to more than one million 
properties across the state.

In addition, HB 2239 pro-
vides Kansans 65-plus years 
of age, surviving spouses or 
disabled veterans a new Home-
stead Property Tax refund 
program beginning the 2022 
tax year. This program will 
refund based on the change in 
property tax rates. Property tax 
relief was highlighted in the 
final report presented by the 
Governor’s Council on Tax Re-
form which looked at a broad 
approach to balancing sales, 
income and property taxes to 
make Kansas a more attractive 
place to live and work.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor signs bill making                 
rural housing more affordable

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly signed 

House Bill 2237 to help address 
the state’s housing shortage by in-
vesting in and incentivizing resi-
dential development – especially 
in rural areas.

“By expanding access to quality, 
affordable housing, communities 
and businesses can better recruit 
and retain workers, families and 
entrepreneurs in rural Kansas,” 
Governor Kelly said. “This bill 
gives our rural communities more 
tools to spur economic growth vi-
tal to the economy.”

When Governor Kelly took 
office, she created the Office of 
Rural Prosperity to address the 
needs of rural Kansas commu-
nities. That included conducting 
the first statewide housing needs 
assessment completed in nearly 
30 years which highlighted the 
need for the expansion of afford-
able housing, especially in rural 
communities.

“Living in Montgomery Coun-
ty, I know how important it is for 
rural communities to have avail-
able the tools needed to redevelop 
their historic main streets and 
provide new and renovated hous-
ing options for their workforce, 
seniors and young families,” said 
Representative Jim Kelly, Chair 
of the House Committee on Fi-
nancial Institutions and Rural 
Development. “I’m thankful to 
have had the opportunity to be a 
part of a team with so many en-
gaged and dedicated leaders who 
contributed to this bill. With this 
Mega Housing Package, passed 
with overwhelming bipartisan 
support, and the new housing 
investments made in this year’s 
budget, a huge step forward has 
been taken to improve the lives of 
Kansans for many years to come.”

“The Wichita Area Builders 
Association, in conjunction with 
the Kansas Building Industry As-
sociation, appreciate the leader-
ship shown by Governor Kelly and 
the Office of Rural Prosperity in 
choosing to undertake a statewide 
housing study last year,” said Wess 

Galyon, President and CEO of the 
Wichita Area Builders Associa-
tion. “That study identified a host 
of changes necessary to jumpstart 
the development of workforce 
housing that is so critical to the 
continued economic development 
of our state. We were excited to 
work with other stakeholders, 
the Legislature and the governor 
to craft a housing package that 
eliminates barriers and creates 
immediate growth opportunities. 
When combined with targeted 
housing funding provided by state 
leaders, HB 2237 provides an op-
portunity for Kansas communi-
ties, large and small, urban, and 
rural, to attract new businesses 
by incentivizing the housing op-
portunities necessary to meet the 
needs of its citizens.”

Beyond that, the bill also ex-
pands eligibility for the Child 
Day Care Services Assistance Tax 
Credit so even more Kansas busi-
nesses can assist employees with 
child care services.

“One of the major barriers to 
entry in the workforce is the in-
credibly high cost of child care,” 
said Senate Democratic Leader 
Dinah Sykes. “The expanded child 
care tax credit provides incen-
tives for employers from C corps 
to mom-and-pop operations to 
ensure employees don’t have to 
choose between having a career 
and having a family. Policies like 
these are crucial to ensuring that 
all Kansans – and particularly 
Kansas women – have the op-
portunity to participate fully in 
our society and economy.”

“By taking advantage of these 
opportunities, investors, devel-
opers and businesses across the 
state will play an important role 
in helping Kansas communities 
thrive,” said Senator Rob Olson, 
Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Federal and State Affairs. “I 
am proud to be part of the bipar-
tisanship effort to help our rural 
communities grow.”

“We’ve consistently heard from 
the business community that ac-
cess to childcare is a challenge for 

their employees. We applaud the 
Kansas Legislature and Governor 
Kelly for enacting HB 2237 and 
providing another tool to help em-
ployers secure the staffing they 
need to resume full operational 
capacity,” said Kevin Walker, Se-
nior Vice President of Public Poli-
cy for the Overland Park Chamber 
of Commerce.

“The Greater Kansas City 
Chamber of Commerce strong-
ly believes a robust and quality 
childcare and early childhood 
education infrastructure is not 
only vital to ensuring folks can 
find and retain work, but is also 
critical for our future workforce,” 
said Joe Reardon, President and 
CEO, The Greater Kansas City 
Chamber of Commerce. “HB2337 
will allow more employers to of-
fer childcare for their employees 
which will help hardworking 
families stay employed and help 
drive innovative solutions to the 
childcare-shortage crisis facing 
our communities. It’s also a sound 
economic investment: studies 
show that, for every dollar spent, 
there is a return on investment 
of $13.”

Governor Kelly also signed the 
following bills:

Senate Bill 261: Prohibits the 
use of identifiable meat terms on 
the labels of meat analogs when 
such labels do not include proper 
qualifying language to indicate 
that such products do not contain 
meat. 

Senate Bill 366: Creates a 
mechanism to seek relief from the 
Kansas Offender Registration Act 
requirements for drug offenders, 
allowing expungement of offenses 
when such relief is granted and 
requires registration as a sex of-
fender for certain violations of the 
crimes of breach of privacy, inter-
net trading in child pornography 
and aggravated internet trading 
in child pornography.

FISHING COMPETITION

Great Kansas Fishing Derby returns for second year
Submitted

An angler’s prized catch may 
actually be worth a prize this 
spring and summer in Kansas, 
thanks to the return of the Great 
Kansas Fishing Derby. This year’s 
Derby will run May 15 to Sept. 
15. During that time, anglers can 
try their luck at catching one of 
more than 500 specially tagged 
fish located in public waterbodies 
across the Sunflower State.

The statewide competition is 
sponsored by the Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP), Kansas Wildscape 
Foundation, Bass Pro-Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund, Kansas State Fair, 
Firewater Music Festival, City of 
Independence and many local 
retailers.

“It’s a new year, but our goal re-
mains the same – get people fish-
ing and generate support for com-
munities and nearby waters,” said 
David Breth, KDWP sportfishing 
education coordinator. “Partici-

pants will be excited to know that 
we’ve extended this year’s Derby 
to give anglers more time to win. 
We also added a few more lakes, 
and there are more tagged fish.”

HOW IT WORKS
Pre-registration is not required, 

and participation is free, though 
normal fishing license require-
ments remain in effect. To get 
your Kansas fishing license, visit 
www.gooutdoorskansas.com or 
download KDWP’s mobile licens-
ing app, “Go Outdoors Kansas,” 
at www.ksoutdoors.com/License-
Permits/KDWP-Mobile-Apps/.

Anglers who catch a tagged 
fish as part of the Great Kansas 
Fishing Derby should remove the 
tag and enter the number at www.
ksfishderby.com. A follow-up com-
munication will notify the angler 
of what they’ve won and where 
to claim their prize. Www.ksfish-
derby.com also will allow anglers 
and non-anglers to register to win 

additional prizes through random 
drawings.

“Businesses, municipalities 
and more are supporting the 
Great Kansas Fishing Derby by 
sponsoring many of our prizes, 
and without their support, the 
Derby wouldn’t exist,” Breth said. 
“Thanks to them, anglers can win 
concert tickets, state fair kid’s 
packs, gift cards to Bass Pro/Ca-
belas and KDWP, fishing tackle, 
experiences, cabin stays and cash 
this year.”

If that’s not incentive enough, 
the Derby offers another major 
prize this year. Every angler who 
catches and redeems a valid derby 
tag will be entered into a drawing 
to win a lifetime hunting and fish-
ing license sponsored by Kansas 
Wildscape Foundation.

WHERE TO FISH
All participating waterbod-

ies are open to the public and 
managed, in whole or in-part, by 

KDWP. Also included in the list 
of participating waters are ponds 
and lakes currently enrolled in 
KDWP’s Community Fisheries 
Assistance Program. By lever-
aging funding from federal ex-
cise taxes on fishing equipment, 
KDWP leases public access – at 
no additional cost to the public 
– to gorgeous waters that once 
required special county, com-
munity or city permits. To learn 
more about these waters, visit 
https://ksoutdoors.com/Fishing/
Special-Fishing-Programs-for-You/
Community-Fisheries-Assistance-
Program.

A complete list of waters with 
fish tagged for the Derby will be 
posted on www.ksfishderby.com 
on May 14.

“Our staff will tag as many spe-
cies of fish as possible, including 
bass, crappie, walleye, catfish, 
drum and carp,” Breth said. 
“Last year, someone won $250 in 
KDWP gift cards by catching a 

tagged warmouth.
“We will list the species tagged 

on www.ksoutdoors.com on the 
lake pages. If you catch one, make 
sure to snap a photo and share 
with us on social media or post 
online using #ksfishderby.”

If a tagged fish meets legal 
length limits, the fish may be kept. 
However, anglers may release their 
catch if they first remove the tag 
(see www.ksfishderby.com for in-
structions).

Businesses and groups inter-
ested in sponsoring tagged fish 
for this year’s Derby can find 
sponsorship details at www.ks-
fishderby.com.

For more information on fish-
ing in Kansas, visit www.ksout-
doors.com/Fishing.

For more on the Derby, visit 
www.ksfishderby.com.

How are we stacking up?
 Questions? Concerns? Compliments? Don’t hesitate to contact us!
    by email to sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com | by phone to 786-284-3300 | in person at 1024 Main Street in Sabetha{ }


