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STATE OF KANSAS

Governor signs ‘Axe the Food Tax’ Bill

SUBMITTED

On Wednesday, May 11, Governor Laura Kelly 
signed bipartisan legislation, House Bill 2106, that 
will “Axe the Food Tax,” eliminating the state sales 
tax on groceries. Cutting the food tax will provide 
Kansans with much-needed fiscal relief, especially 
as costs continue to rise. House Bill 2106 will com-
pletely eliminate the food sales tax by 2025.

“When Kansans needed it most, we were able 
to bring Democrats and Republicans together to 
eliminate our state’s tax on groceries,” Governor 

Kelly said. “Because we saved for our collective 
future, we can now responsibly axe the food tax 
– all while boosting funding to Kansas schools, 
roads and law enforcement.”

Passing HB 2106 will help Kansans save money, 
keep Kansas dollars in Kansas and make the state 
more competitive with its neighbors.

Currently, Kansans pay more for groceries than 
people in almost every other state due to the 6.5 
percent state sales tax on groceries. Governor Kelly 
has called on the Kansas Legislature to fully imple-

ment the elimination of the state sales tax on July 1 
of this year, so that the benefits of the state’s strong 
economic growth under Governor Kelly can be 
passed on to the people of Kansas immediately.

Kansas uses the same definitions for groceries as 
23 other states. Since many of the stores in Kansas 
have checkout systems used by vendors in other 
states with lower state sales taxes on groceries, 
immediate relief is possible.

KANSAS WILDLIFE AND        
PARKS COMMISSION

KDWP 
Commission 
to hold special 
meeting

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission (KDWP) 
will host a special meeting on Friday, May 27, via ZOOM 
for the sole purpose of introducing two items related to 
recently-passed legislation, as well as voting on three 
items that are time sensitive. All items being discussed 
and/or voted upon are as follows:

General Discussion:
KAR 115-2-1. Amount of fees – Due to the passage of 

House Bill 2456, KDWP staff are requesting an amend-
ment to KAR 115-2-1 to allow for two new lifetime li-
censes: one for kids age 5 or younger, with a maximum 
fee of $300; and one for kids 6 through 7 years of age 
with a maximum fee of $500.

KAR 115-9-3. Purchase of lifetime licenses without 
hunter education certificate – Due to the passage of 
House Bill 2456, KDWP staff are requesting an amend-
ment to KAR 115-9-3 to include the new kids lifetime 
combination hunting and fishing license with the other 
categories of lifetime hunting licenses, which may be 
purchased prior to obtaining a hunter education cer-
tificate.

Public Hearing:
KAR 115-25-9. Deer; open season, bag limit and per-

mits – Commissioners will vote on deer open season 
dates for the 2022/2023 archery, firearm, and muzzle-
loader seasons, bag limits and number of permits per 
unit.

KAR 115-25-7. Antelope; open season, bag limit and 
permits  – Commissioners will vote on antelope open 
season dates for the 2022 archery, firearm and muzzle-
loader seasons, bag limit and number of permits per unit.

KAR 115-25-8. Elk; open season, bag limit and per-
mits – Commissioners will vote on elk open season dates 
for the 2022/2023 archery, firearm and muzzleloader 
seasons, bag limit and number of permits per unit and 
subunit.

The special meeting will be called to order promptly 
at 3:30 p.m. For video/audio streaming of the meeting, 
visit www.ksoutdoors.com/KDWP-Info/Commission.

The next regular Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commis-
sion meeting will be held at 1 p.m., Thursday, June 23, 
at the Flory Meeting Hall West in Lawrence.

NATIONAL DRUG        
TAKE-BACK DAY

Kansans 
dispose of 
more than 
3.5 tons 
of unused 
medicines

SUBMITTED

On Wednesday, May 11, Kansans safely 
disposed of more than 3.5 tons of unused 
and unwanted medicines during last 
month’s National Drug Take-Back Day, said 
Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt.

Kansas law enforcement officers collect-
ed 7,362 pounds of medicines at 66 loca-
tions throughout the state during the April 
30 event, according to a report from the 
federal Drug Enforcement Administration.

“Safe storage and proper disposal are 
the keys to preventing the accidental or 
intentional misuse of prescription medica-
tions,” Schmidt said. “Kansans continue 
to recognize the importance of safely dis-
posing of their unused medicines during 
these Drug Take-Back events. I appreciate 
the leadership of the DEA and local law 
enforcement agencies in providing this 
service for Kansans.”

Kansans have safely destroyed more than 
118 tons of medications in the 22 collection 
days that have been held since 2010. That 
is the equivalent of nearly five semitrailer 
loads of unused medication. Law enforce-
ment agencies turn the drugs they collect 
over to the DEA, which safely destroys the 
medications.

Unused prescriptions can be turned in 
year-round at many local law enforcement 
locations as well as a limited number of 
other locations. Kansans should contact 
their local sheriff ’s office or police depart-
ment for more information.

STATE OF KANSAS

New law strengthens Kansas election security
SUBMITTED

Secretary of State Scott Schwab commend-
ed the signing of election security legislation 
that he proposed earlier this year. The bill is 
one of the most significant election reform 
measures since Kansas adopted Voter ID in 
2011. It will further strengthen state election 
law and provide voters with additional assur-
ances regarding the security and integrity of 
Kansas elections. The bill makes the following 
improvements to the states already rigorous 
election laws:

Election Equipment Security: Prohibits 
counties from using voting equipment that 
has the capability of being connected to the 
internet, requires the Secretary of State to 
certify electronic pollbooks, and establishes a 

deadline for counties to perform post-election 
tabulator tests. This provision will strengthen 
the cybersecurity of critical election equipment.

Additional Audits: Increases election pro-
cess transparency by including a close race 
audit, a procedural audit, and requires precinct 
initial vote totals to be publicly available on 
election night. This measure will allow further 
verification of election results.

Voter Roll Maintenance: Provides an ad-
ditional process for a county election official 
to remove Kansas voters who have moved from 
the voter rolls. For example, the voter may be 
removed from the voter rolls if the voter has 
had no election-related activity for four years, 
an address confirmation notice is returned 
“undeliverable,” and the voter has no election-
related activity for an additional two federal 

election cycles. This will further improve the 
accuracy of voter rolls.

Ballot Watermark: Requires counties to 
use ballot paper with a watermark. This will 
provide an additional layer of security and 
verification for all ballots cast.

Chain of Custody: A statewide standard will 
be established for chain of custody procedures 
when transferring ballots. This provides the 
counties with detailed information of each 
ballot and its security.

“This bill is a significant reform effort that 
will further strengthen the security of Kansas 
elections. As Kansas Secretary of State, I will 
continue to advocate for strong election laws 
so voters can be assured that in Kansas, one 
vote equals one person,” Schwab said.

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly signs the “Axe the Food Tax” bill on Wednesday, May 11.                Submitted

Share your                                                  
favorite recipes                                                           

with us!
• • Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      
• • Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        
• • Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, 
instructions & special tips.instructions & special tips.

• • If you have a photo, we would love to use it!If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page for all readers to enjoy! 
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Thinking about grilling safely

Grilling outdoors is of-
ten one of the most 
anticipated activities of 

the summer. Grilling can be a 
healthy and low-fat way to cook 
your favorite meals. To avoid 
foodborne illness and accidents, 
follow these tips to stay safe and 
prepare healthy meals.

As simple as grilling can be, it is 
important to remember building, 
personal and food safety rules. 
Thousands of fires and injuries 
are reported each year due to grill-
ing accidents. Keep these safety 
tips in mind:

• Propane and charcoal grills 
should be used outdoors only. 
Grilling inside can cause a fire 
and carbon monoxide poisoning.

• The grill should be placed at 
least 10 feet away from the house.

• Check the propane grill tank 
hose for leaks before using the 
grill.

• Keep children and pets away 
from the grill until the grill has 
cooled.

• Never leave a grill unattended.
He r e  a r e 

seven tips to 
make grilling a 
happy, healthy 
and nutritious 
experience:

•  A lw ay s 
w a s h  y o u r 
h a n d s  a n d 
w r ists  w it h 
warm, soapy 
water for at least 20 seconds be-
fore, during and after handling 
food. Bacteria thrive in moist 
environments, so it is important 
to remove all moisture on your 
hands by drying them thoroughly.

• Use separate utensils, cut-
ting boards and serving dishes 
for raw and cooked foods. Thor-
oughly wash each item that has 

come in contact with raw foods 
with warm, soapy water before 
re-using. Never serve grilled food 
on the same platter that held raw 

meat, poultry 
or fish. This 
is considered 
cross-contam-
inat ion and 
results in your-
self and others 
becoming sick.

• Never thaw 
or marinate 
food at room 

temperature. Marinate foods in 
the refrigerator. If you plan to use 
the marinade on the cooked food 
as a sauce, reserve a portion sepa-
rately before adding the raw meat, 
poultry or seafood. However, if 
the marinate used on raw meat 
and poultry is to be reused, make 
sure to let it come to a boil first 
to destroy any harmful bacteria.

• Keep raw foods that will be 
grilled, such as meat, away from 
foods that will not be cooked, such 
as a salad.

• Vegetables can easily be 
grilled. Large vegetables such as 
corn on the cob can be placed di-
rectly on the grill. Wrap chopped 
vegetables in aluminum foil before 
grilling.

• Make sure your grill is hot 
before you put food on it. If you 
are using a charcoal grill, preheat 
the coals for at least 20-30 minutes 
before adding food.

• Use a food thermometer to 
make sure food reaches the cor-
rect internal temperature.

Grilling is a great way to pre-
pare healthy food for family and 
friends. Keep the tips above in 
mind as you prepare your next 
meal on the grill.

Hay harvest height

There’s a lot that goes in 
to making a good hay 
crop. Often overlooked, 

our cutting height can have an 
impact on this year’s crop – and 
potentially a larger one on future 
ones as well.

Advancements in harvest tech-
nology over the last 20 years have 
allowed us to do a much better 
job of getting as much hay out of 
the field in a timely manner as we 
possibly can. We’re able to pick up 
down hay or more quickly harvest 
heavy hay than ever before. We’re 
also able to cut lower than ever 
before – and that isn’t always a 
good thing. Forages regrow from 
two places: leaves using photosyn-
thesis to add more leaves and root 
systems pushing out new shoots. 
If both are working up to par, the 
perennial forage ‘system’ keeps 
chugging along from year to year.

When we disrupt that system, 
problems can occur. For example, 
if we harvest at a two-inch height 
instead of three to four inches 
(minimum recommended for 
most of our grass forage crops), 

we remove leaf area vital for for-
age recovery and requires the root 
system to compensate. If the root 
system is in op-
timum shape, 
we probably 
get by with it. If 
not – problems 
arise.

We  c om-
plicate mat-
ters when we 
e x p e r i e n c e 
droughts, ar-
myworm feeding or harvest out-
side the optimum harvest win-
dow. In these instances, the crop 
is stressed and already requiring 
more of remaining leaf area and 
root systems. In those cases, fur-
ther cutter bar height adjustments 
may be necessary.

When possible, harvest at the 
optimum growth stage (typically 
early to mid-June for cool season 
forages and mid-July for warm 
season forages) and appropri-
ate harvest height (three inches 
minimum for established forages 
– higher for late harvest/drought/

new stands). It may reduce quan-
tity slightly – but help with stand 
health and longevity in the long 

run.
Why Didn’t 
My Garden 
Produce?
Last week, I 

referenced the 
effects of wind 
o n  g a r d e n 
plants. Another 
issue affecting 
garden produc-

tion is rainfall events.
Heavy rains, especially if ac-

companied by high winds, result 
in raindrops falling with a force 
that can result in soil issues for 
the duration of the growing sea-
son. For starters, they can create 
crusting. If that crust is too thick, 
seeds may not be strong enough to 
push through. The crust can limit 
oxygen to roots as well. Consider a 
light scraping (avoid deep tillage) 
after the soil surface has dried to 
open the surface back up.

After a heavy rain or even long 

periods of moderate rainfall, 
ponding water can be an issue. 
Oxygen levels to roots are again 
a concern. If water doesn’t drain 
quickly enough (most plants can 
withstand 24 hours of stand-
ing water without harm), oxy-
gen starved roots can begin to 
result in plant declines. If hot, 
sunny weather accompanies wa-
ter saturated soils, plants may be 
“cooked” by the hot water. While 
there’s not much you can do in 
these cases (short of creating 
drainage off the garden – often 
a very difficult task), be aware of 
how plants may respond.

If hail accompanies any of 
the above, take a second look at 
plants. Most leaf damage isn’t a 
big deal. Leaves grow back and 
the plant will recover. If stems or 
fruit are damaged, a decision is 
in order. Minimal damage can 
be tolerated. If plants look as if 
they’ve been weed whipped, con-
sider replanting.

Next week: soil fertility.

Mulching tomatoes

Soils are warm enough now 
that tomatoes can benefit 
from mulching. Tomatoes 

prefer even levels of soil mois-
ture and mulches provide such 
by preventing excessive evapora-
tion. Other benefits of mulching 
include weed suppression, moder-
ating soil temperatures and pre-
venting the formation of a hard 
crust on the soil.

Crusted soils restrict air move-
ment into and out of the soil and 
slow the water infiltration rate. 
Hay and straw mulches are very 
popular for tomatoes but may 
contain weed or volunteer grain 
seeds. Grass clippings can also 
be used but should be applied as 
a relatively thin layer – only two 
to three inches thick. Clippings 
should also be dry as wet clipping 
can mold and become so hard that 
water can’t pass through. Also, 
do not use clippings from lawns 
that have been treated with a weed 
killer until some time has passed.

With most types of weed killers, 
clippings from the fourth mowing 
after treatment may be used. If the 
lawn was treated with a product 

containing quinclorac (Drive), 
the clippings should not be used 
as mulch. If the weed killer used 
has a crabgrass 
killer, it likely 
contains quin-
clorac.

Orange 
Spots

In late spring, 
especially after 
a rainstorm, 
the careful ob-
server may no-
tice alien-like orange, gelatinous 
objects attached to the branches 
of their eastern redcedar trees. 
A Kansas Forest Service official 
assures it’s not the fruit of a mu-
tant cedar – or Jell-O from Mars 
– but the spore-producing body of 
cedar-apple rust fungus.

“While a bit unusual look-
ing, the fungus will not damage 
the redcedars,” said Ryan Arm-
brust, forest health coordinator 
with the Kansas Forest Service. 
“However, when the spores land 
on a susceptible leaf or fruit on an 
apple, crabapple or hawthorn tree, 

the rust fungus infects the host, 
leaving orange-brown spots. The 
infection can lead to early defolia-

tion, stressing 
the tree, and 
can sometimes 
damage the 
fruit.”

If there is sig-
nificant or re-
peated damage 
to the apples, 
crabapples or 
h a w t h o r n s , 

Armbrust recommends treating 
the trees with a fungicide in the 
spring when the fungus is produc-
ing spores on the redcedars.

He urges landowners to keep in 
mind that a product labeled for 
use on an ornamental crabapple 
may not be labeled for use on an 
edible-fruit-bearing apple tree.

Armbrust noted that it may be 
tempting to prune the redcedar 
branches that contain these spore- 
producing masses, but that’s not 
an effective way to control this 
disease. Extensive pruning can 
stress the tree, reduce the aes-
thetic value of the redcedar, and 

decrease its density and function 
as a windbreak. And even with 
significant pruning, cedar-apple 
rust galls will likely still persist 
throughout the tree.

Removing cedar trees in close 
proximity to apples and haw-
thorns may disrupt the lifecycle 
of the fungus, but be warned. Ac-
cording to Armbrust, the fungal 
spores can travel several miles 
from the original host tree, so 
removing cedars in the immedi-
ate area may not be adequate to 
protect the trees.

“The best bet is to avoid plant-
ing redcedars in close association 
with apples, and vice-versa. When 
selecting cultivars to plant, choose 
those that are resistant to rust,” 
Armbrust said.

A helpful publication called 
Flowering Crabapples from Ja-
son Griffin, director of the K-State 
John C. Pair Horticulture Center, 
lists many varieties of crabapple 
that show resistance to rust. Arm-
brust suggests choosing wisely to 
reduce the need to spray to control 
this disease.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION
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STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly legalizes                           
sports wagering in Kansas

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly signed bipartisan 

legislation, Senate Bill 84, allowing Kansans 
to legally participate in sports wagering in 
the state. SB 84 also allows state casinos to 
use digital platforms and create sportsbooks.

“Legalizing sports betting will bring more 
revenue to our state and grow our economy,” 
Governor Kelly said. “This is another mecha-
nism that casinos, restaurants and other en-
tertainment venues can now utilize to attract 
Kansans to their establishments.”

“I was excited to pass sports wagering in 

Kansas, it’s something that Kansans are al-
ready doing, and it will bring additional tax 
revenue to our state to help with our needs,” 
said Senator Rob Olson, Chair of the Senate 
Federal and State Affairs Committee. “My 
constituents have pushed for this legislation 
for years, and now, the next time we have a 
significant sporting event in our state, Kan-
sans will be able to bet on their hometown 
team.”

“We have heard from our constituents for 
years about the need for a sports wagering 
program here in Kansas, both for the value it 

will bring to their lives and for the revenues 
it will generate for our state,” said Senator 
Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Ranking Member 
of the Senate Federal and State Affairs Com-
mittee. “I’m proud to have contributed to this 
package that will do just that and revitalize 
my community by creating jobs in Wichita.”

In addition, SB 84 allows venues such as 
restaurants and nonprofit fraternal or vet-
erans organizations to hold sports wagering.

SB 84 preserves tribal sovereignty, allowing 
the negotiation of a new or existing gaming 
compact regarding sports wagering.

STATE OF KANSAS
Governor signs bill paying off more than                               
$1 billion of KPERS debts

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly signed 

bipartisan legislation, Senate Bill 
421, that transfers more than 
$1 billion from the State Gen-
eral Fund to the Kansas Public 
Employees Retirement System 
(KPERS). Senate Bill 421 will 
provide immediate and long-term 
benefits to the state by eliminat-
ing debt from the state’s balance 
sheets and reducing future em-
ployer contributions.

“Balancing the budget, paying 
off debt and providing financial 
relief for Kansans has always been 
my top priority – and today we 
delivered on that promise,” Gov-
ernor Kelly said. “We’re fixing the 
damage done to KPERS because 

our public service employees and 
retirees deserve their retirement 
fund to be replenished after the 
previous administration skipped 
payments to cover reckless tax 
policy.”

SB 421 will provide immediate 
and long-term benefits to the state 
by reducing the debt owed to the 
fund and further enhancing the 
state’s historic financial strength.

Payment of this debt builds on 
Governor Kelly’s exceptional re-
cord of reducing debt obligations 
that the previous administration 
was content to pass on to future 
generations of Kansans to pay for 
reckless tax policy.

“This legislation repays all the 
delayed KPERS contributions, 

which is a great relief to KPERS 
members and their beneficiaries,” 
said State Treasurer Lynn Rogers. 
“Governor Kelly’s record of paying 
off significant debt allows us to 
have the capacity to better serve 
the people of Kansas and focus on 
investing in our future.”

In addition to funding KPERS, 
the state is set to pay off hundreds 
of millions of dollars in bonded 
debt as recommended by the 
Governor in January. The Gov-
ernor also paid off a loan from the 
Pooled Money Investment Board 
two years ahead schedule.

“Since before she was elected 
Governor, Laura Kelly has dem-
onstrated her steadfast support 
for improving the strength and 

financial resilience of our state’s 
public employee retirement sys-
tem,” said Alan D. Conroy, Execu-
tive Director of KPERS. “SB 421 
not only makes significant prog-
ress in reducing our long-term 
unfunded actuarial liability, it 
also takes long-term KPERS debt 
completely off the books. Taken 
together, this infusion of one-time 
funding will provide immediate 
savings to the state, it will lead to 
a significant reduction in long-
term KPERS payments, and it will 
further affirm for our retirees that 
they will receive the full pension 
benefit they have earned from 
their public service within Kansas 
to the State, cities and counties, 
and local school districts.”

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor signs bill expanding                            
computer science education

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly signed 

bipartisan House Bill 2466 to pro-
mote computer science education 
in Kansas schools and provide ad-
ditional funding for current and 
aspiring teachers to receive train-
ing in computer science programs. 
HB 2466 also establishes a pilot 
program that covers credential 
exam costs and assists career and 
technical education students in 
their transition to the workforce.

“By expanding computer sci-
ence education and creating this 
transition program, we can better 
retain the skilled workforce Kan-

sas produces through our K-12 
schools,” Governor Kelly said. “In 
addition, it signals to companies 
looking to build or expand their 
business that Kansas is the place 
to do it.”

HB 2466 provides scholarships 
for educators in rural areas and 
underrepresented socioeconomic 
groups to obtain computer science 
education training. 

“HB 2466 will bring much 
needed resources and training to 
our teachers,” said Representative 
Steve Huebert, District 90. “With 
that, more classes will be offered, 
allowing students to gain the com-

puter science skills they need for 
today’s workforce demands.”

Governor Kelly also signed the 
following bills:

House Bill 2138: Provides for 
the use of electronic poll books 
in elections and the approval of 
such books by the secretary of 
state, requires all voting systems 
for elections to use individual 
voter-verified paper ballots with 
a distinctive watermark, requires 
the secretary of state and local 
election officers to develop an 
affidavit to be signed by election 
workers regarding the handling 
of completed ballots, requires au-

dits of any federal, statewide or 
state legislative race that is within 
1 percent of the total votes cast 
and requires randomized audits of 
elections procedures used in four 
counties in even-numbered years, 
requires a county election officer 
to send a confirmation of address 
when there is no election-related 
activity for any four-calendar year 
period and exempts poll workers 
from certain election crimes.

House Bill 2492: Reconciles 
conflicting amendments in cer-
tain statutes.

STATE OF KANSAS
Governor fully funds 
K-12 education for fourth 
consecutive year

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly an-

nounced she has signed House 
Bill 2567, which fully funds K-12 
education for the fourth consecu-
tive year and guarantees funding 
through the 2024 fiscal year. Sign-
ing HB 2567 makes Governor 
Kelly the first governor in more 
than 20 years to fulfill Kansas 
students’ constitutional right to 
school funding.

“I am pleased to be able to up-
hold my commitment to fully 
fund our public schools,” Gov-
ernor Laura Kelly said. “Provid-
ing schools with the funding and 
resources they need will create 
lifelong learners, which are the 
foundation of our state’s strong 
workforce and future economic 
growth.”

In addition to fully funding 
education in Kansas, HB 2567 
enacts the Governor’s Budget 
Recommendations for the De-
partment of Education and the 
Kansas Children’s Cabinet and 
Trust Fund. These funds repre-
sent historic investments in early 
childhood and K-12 education.

House Bill 2567 includes:
$520.4 million for Special Edu-

cation Services Aid; 
$199.6 million to eliminate the 

Delayed School Payment;
$20.7 million in Children’s Ini-

tiative Fund grants; 
$10.5 million for Mental Health 

Intervention Teams, which help 
eliminate barriers for students in 
need of care;

$8.4 million for the Parents as 
Teacher program; 

$5 million for school safety and 
security grants;

$4.1 million for the Pre-K Pilot 
Program; 

$4 million for a virtual math 
program;

$1.8 million for teacher profes-
sional development aid;

$1.5 million for student trans-

portation to career and technical 
education opportunities; 

$1.4 million for Early Child-
hood Infrastructure; 

$1.3 million for the Mentor 
Teacher Program; 

$1 million for Computer Sci-
ence Education Advancement 
Grants; 

$500,000 for the statewide 
expansion of the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library;

$40,000 for a new career and 
technical education credentialing 
pilot program; and

Full funding for all-day Kin-
dergarten. 

HB 2567 makes the necessary 
adjustments to enable school dis-
tricts with many military students 
to keep federal funding. It also 
improves how students at Kansas 
community and technical colleges 
receive financial aid.

While HB 2567 provides his-
toric constitutional levels of 
funding, it does not include the 
additional $30 million in funding 
to increase the special education 
services Governor Kelly recom-
mended in April.

“Republicans and Democrats 
agree funds for special education 
are vital for our schools to pro-
vide quality instruction to special 
education students. I call on the 
legislature to swiftly appropriate 
these funds when they return on 
May 23,” Governor Kelly said. 

Governor Kelly also called on 
the legislature to further review 
a provision requiring school 
districts to set policies allowing 
enrollment of out-of-district stu-
dents.

“Before taking effect during the 
2024-2025 school year, the Leg-
islature must work with educa-
tors and administrators to make 
the necessary modifications to 
ensure that elected school board 
members maintain local control,” 
Governor Kelly said.

How are we

?
Questions?
Concerns?

Compliments?

Don’t hesitate to contact us!
Email: sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com

Phone: 785-284-3300
In Person: 1024 Main Street, Sabetha

Carson Cross is the 2022 recipient of the Harry C. M. Burger 
Nemaha County Scholarship awarded through the STEP 
Foundation. This endowed scholarship was established by the 
late Harry Burger to encourage youth to further their education. 
The scholarship is in the amount of $650 and is renewable for four 
years throughout the student’s career at Kansas State. Carson is 
the son of Robert and Lynda Cross. He plans to major in Biology 
at Kansas State University.          Submitted

NEMAHA COUNTY STEP FOUNDATION
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