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STUDENT HONOR

McClellan named Governor’s Scholar

SUBMITTED

At the invitation of Kansas Governor Laura 
Kelly, Lily McClellan of Summerfield was selected 
to attend the 39th Annual Governor’s Scholars 
Awards Program on Sunday, May 1, in Topeka.

The recognition ceremony honors the top aca-
demic one percent of Kansas high school seniors. 
Scholars are selected from accredited public and 
private schools in the state.

“These high school seniors have shown dedi-
cation in their studies and a commitment to 

learning. They’ve earned this honor and I want 
to congratulate them on this achievement,” Gov-
ernor Kelly said. “We also should recognize their 
families, teachers and mentors for helping these 
outstanding students achieve their academic 
goals.”

This program is coordinated for the Governor 
by the Confidence in Kansas Public Education 
Task Force and is funded by donations from 
private sector businesses in Kansas. The Con-
fidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force 
was formed 39 years ago to strengthen public 

confidence in education.
The following organizations are members of 

the Task Force: American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Kansas State Board of Education, 
Kansas Association of School Boards, Kansas 
Congress of parents and teachers, Kansas State 
Department of Education, Kansas Sate High 
School Activities Association, Kansas National 
Education Association, Kansas League of Women 
Voters, and United School Administrators of 
Kansas.

CONSUMER ALERT

Attorney General urges caution                                
in wake of baby formula shortages

SUBMITTED

Attorney General Derek Schmidt urges all Kan-
sas parents to be cautious when shopping for and 
purchasing baby formula in the midst of extreme 
shortages occurring across the nation.

Kansans are facing shortages of baby formula 
following pandemic-related disruptions in the 
global supply chain and a recall of significant 
amounts of baby formula by the Food and Drug 
Administration due to bacteria concerns.

“Any time there is a shortage of an essential 
product, like baby formula, scammers will try 
to take advantage of Kansans in need,” Schmidt 
said. “It is important that consumers keep their 
guard up and use caution to avoid falling victim 
to scams.”

Most baby formula scams being reported to 
the attorney general’s office are occurring online, 
through non-traditional retail platforms such as 
Facebook Marketplace and Craigslist, and through 
direct messaging on social media platforms.

“Scammers are posting bogus online offers to 
lure in desperate parents and trick them into turn-
ing over cash or credit card information,” Schmidt 
said “Meanwhile, the formula the scammers are 
advertising is either nonexistent, counterfeit, ex-
pired or recalled.”

The attorney general’s office offers the following 
guidance to help parents make informed decisions:

Stick with trusted vendors. When purchasing 
formula, stick with trusted vendors that are well 
known and well established. This reduces your 

chances of falling for a scam, and gives you a real 
entity you can return to if there is a problem with 
the product you purchase.

Know the seller. When shopping online, take 
the time to ensure you know who is trying to sell 
the baby formula. If it is an individual, see if the 
individual has publicly available information you 
can use to verify the person is who they say they 
are. If it is a business, check for reviews of the busi-
ness to ensure they actually deliver the products 
people purchase.

Beware of social media. Scammers use easy-
to-access platforms like Instagram and Facebook 
Marketplace to target young parents who are more 
likely to need formula. They design advertise-
ments to make it appear that they have formula 
on hand, when in reality they are using stock or 
old images. Scammers often appear as real people, 
impersonating someone else by using familiar 
names or believable profiles. Scammers also may 
join parenting online groups to target specific 
audiences through direct messages and group 
messages.

Beware of fake websites. Any scammer can 
setup a seemingly believable website to appear 
as a legitimate baby formula vendor. Before you 
purchase from an unknown vendor, do your re-
search on the vendor. If you cannot find anything 
on the vendor, or only find negative reviews, do 
not purchase from the vendor.

Shop with a credit card. In case of a fraudulent 
transaction, a credit card provides additional pro-
tections; it is easier to dispute charges that you did 

not approve or to get your money back if there is a 
problem. Debit cards, prepaid cards or gift cards 
do not have the same protections as a credit card.

Be aware of common scam tactics. If someone 
contacts you that you do not know offering to sell 
you baby formula, do not engage. This is most 
likely a scam. Scammers also use high-pressure 
tactics to get you to purchase now. They will warn 
you that their inventory is low, product is selling 
quickly, other buyers are waiting in line, or place 
extreme time deadlines on purchasing the prod-
uct. If you feel pressured or feel suspicious, do not 
purchase from the person.

Safety check the product. If you purchase baby 
formula from an individual, an unknown vendor, 
or a third party, make sure the product is genuine 
and safe. Due to the recent FDA recall, scammers 
may attempt to sell unsafe or expired products to 
unsuspecting parents. Check the FDA website to 
determine if the formula you have purchased is 
subject to a recall. Ensure the brand on the label 
matches the brand you believe you purchased. 
Confirm the expiration date and be certain the 
product will not expire before you are able to use it 
all. Examine the packaging for signs of tampering 
or damage. If the packaging includes a sealed lid, 
ensure the seal remains intact.

Consumers who believe they may have been the 
victim of a scam are encouraged to file a complaint 
with the Office of the Kansas Attorney General, 
Consumer Protection Division at 1-800-432-2310 
or online at www.InYourCornerKansas.org.

SUMMER ART PROGRAM

‘Choose the 
Arts’ program 
brings art     
to region

SUBMITTED BY ALANA SEDDON

Axtell Public School and USD 113, as well as 
Marshall County Arts Cooperative, Marysville 
Schools, Marshall County Sheriff ’s Office and 
Marysville Police Department, have collabo-
rated together to put on a summer arts program 
called “Choose the Arts.”

The program has started in Marysville and 
runs this week, and will take place in Axtell 
next week, May 31 to June 3. The enrollment is 
huge with 117 kindergarten through sixth grade 
students attending the program in Marysville, 
and around 95 students attending in Axtell.

The Marshall County Commissioner’s Of-
fice has granted the group $25,000 to run the 
program, encouraging students to “Choose the 
Arts,” and will incorporate drug and alcohol 
prevention as well as bullying awareness.

Contacts include Alana Seddon, as well as 
Wayne Kruse from the Marshall County Arts 
Cooperative. 

“We will have plenty of pictures to share,” 
Seddon said. “This is a huge collaborative effort 
to bring arts to our region.”

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor to 
award over 
$69 million 
to small 
businesses

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly announced that the 
State of Kansas has received more than $69 
million through the federal American Rescue 
Plan to expand access to capital for tradition-
ally underserved small businesses. The Kelly 
Administration applied for the funding last year 
in order to provide small business owners with 
the resources they need to grow and thrive. Ap-
proximately 40 percent of the small businesses 
supported will be women-owned and 20 percent 
will be minority-owned.

“This investment will help knock down the 
barriers that prevent entrepreneurs from taking 
a good idea and turning it into a successful busi-
ness,” Governor Kelly said. “My Administration 
will direct this funding right where it’s needed: 
to the small businesses – including those in 
underserved communities – that create jobs and 
drive our state’s economic growth.”

This funding, provided by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury through the State Small Busi-
ness Credit Initiative (SSBCI), will be used to 
advance key sectors specified within the Kansas 
Framework for Growth, including Advanced 
Manufacturing, Aerospace, Distribution, Logis-
tics and Transportation, Food and Agriculture, 
and Professional and Technical Services.

“Access to credit is essential for Kansas small 
businesses and is vital to our state’s economy,” 
said Lt. Governor and Secretary of Commerce 
David Toland. “By increasing the available 
capital through SSBCI, we can provide more 
opportunities to all Kansans and help small 
businesses prosper.”

To distribute the SSBCI funding, the Kelly 
Administration created the Kansas Frame-
work for Growth GROWKS Loan Fund and 
the GROWKS Equity Programs. Together, they 
represent the most expansive set of small busi-
ness funding programs ever offered by the State 
of Kansas.

The GROWKS Loan Fund and Equity Pro-
grams will engage Kansas’ extensive network of 
more than 600 community and business support 
partners to provide companion financing to 
bank loans – also described as matching capital. 
The result will be more than $1 billion in private 
sector investment over the life of the programs 
which can be used for common small business 
expenses such as inventory, equipment, supplies 
and working capital.

Miss seeing something in the paper?
If  you have a digital subscription, visit SabethaHerald.com to see full coverage of  
stories and other content you’ve missed. If  you do not have a digital subscription but 
would like one, call The Sabetha Herald Office at (785) 284-3300.

Lily McClellan, a graduate of Axtell High School, was named a 2022 Governor’s Scholar and was recognized at a ceremony on Sunday, May 
1. Pictured are (L-R) Kansas Governor Laura Kelly and Lily McClellan.          Submitted
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Handling 
produce 
safely from 
the garden

Tending a garden all season 
is gratifying work. In the 
end, you get to consume 

the fruits (or vegetables) of your 
labor. You have kept your bounty 
safe from pests and predators and 
now you are ready to harvest. Fol-
lowing a few simple tips will keep 
your produce and your family safe 
from food borne illnesses.

In the garden:
• Handle produce carefully to 

avoid bruising and damage while 
harvesting.

• Discard produce with deep 
nicks or mold, or those that show 
signs of decay or rot.

• While in the garden, remove 
excess soil or foreign materials 
from produce before placing in 
clean carrying containers to bring 
in the house. 

Correct storage will extend the 
shelf life of your produce:

• Items like potatoes need to be 
stored without washing.

• Make sure to “dry clean” your 
fruits and vegetables by shaking, 
rubbing or brushing off the gar-
den dirt with either a soft brush 
or a clean dry paper towel while 
still outside.

Preparation:
• Wash your hands before han-

dling and preparing produce. 
• Before consuming, remove 

soil and potential contaminants 
from all produce (conventional or 
organic) by washing under run-
ning tap water.

• Use a clean produce brush on 
firm produce, such as cucumbers 
or melons. Even if you plan to peel 
the produce before eating, it is still 
important to wash it first.

Fragile produce preparation:
• It is important not to wash 

fragile fruits, like berries, until 
you are ready to eat them.

• Once they are washed, spoil-
age bacteria can deteriorate the 
fruits faster.

• Soap and bleach should not be 
used to wash fruits and vegetables, 
as they are not formulated to be 
ingested. Even at trace amounts, 
they can make you sick. 

• Always cover and refrigerate 
cut fruit and vegetables when pre-
paring them in advance.

• Produce that requires refrig-
eration should be stored at 40 de-
grees Fahrenheit or less and away 
from raw meats, poultry and fish.

• Throw out cut fruit and veg-
etables if they have been held for 
longer than two hours at room 
temperature or longer than one 
hour at temperatures above 90 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Volunteer corn control

A 2017 study out of South 
Dakota hits at the yield 
losses caused by the pres-

ence of volunteer corn in soybean 
fields. Their work showed losses 
of eight to nine percent when the 
density of that volunteer corn was 
one plant per 10 square feet. Not 
much – but still a loss.

If we think about how densi-
ties are often greater in certain 
areas of the field, we can see from 
their work a density of one plant 
per square foot resulted in losses 
around 70 percent. All of a sud-
den, a weed potentially difficult 
to control in soybeans because of 
its resistance to glyphosate and/or 
glufosinate, is causing significant 
yield losses. When coupled with 
knowledge, tank mixes contain-
ing 2,4-D or dicamba may reduce 
effectiveness of the Group 2 her-
bicides (clethodim or quizalofop), 
and suddenly a seemingly easy 
“fix” becomes more difficult.

With most of our corn crop 
planted, POST applications are 
our most viable option. Start by 
making sure all clethodim appli-
cations done in combination with 
glyphosate and 2,4-D or glypho-
sate and dicamba are done in 
combination with a fully loaded 
surfactant. Work out of both In-
diana and Canada suggest losses 
of 60 percent (2,4-D plus glypho-
sate) to 75 percent (dicamba plus 
glyphosate) when fully loaded sur-

factants were not used with these 
combinations.

North Dakota work suggests 
adding a high surfactant oil con-
centrate to help with volunteer 
corn applications containing 
clethodim and glyphosate (neither 
NIS or AMS improved control). 
In addition to the use of a more 
aggressive adjuvant, control re-
ductions can also be minimized 
by increasing the rate of the Group 
2 herbicide to the maximum la-
beled rate.

For more detailed informa-
tion, see the 2022 KSU Chemi-
cal Weed Control Guide, avail-
able at District Offices or online 
at https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/
pubs/SRP1169.pdf.

Why Didn’t My       
Garden Produce?

Last week, I hit on rainfall 
events as a potential issue affect-
ing garden production. I’ll wrap 
up this series focusing on probably 
the most blamed factor of all: soil 
fertility.

Soil fertility can be an issue. 
If we don’t apply nutrients in a 
balanced manner, we can see 
nutrient deficiency issues affect 
garden plants. Injury may be as 
slight as stunted plants or short-
ened internodes or as severe as 
actual discoloration. Only a soil 
test can show whether soils are 
nutrient deficient and provide ac-
curate application levels for lime 
(pH), nitrogen (N), phosphorous 
(P) and potassium (K).

In the absence of a soil test, 
we’re just guessing about whether 
fertility is the issue. While often 
blamed first, most soil tests sug-
gest other issues at work. Many 
soil test results come back high to 
very high in P and K with pH’s in 
a neutral zone. Most gardeners ap-
ply adequate N, meaning most of 
our garden problems are likely not 
because of a nutrient deficiency 
(too much N could be an issue, 
however). Still, the only way to 
know is to pull a soil sample for 
analysis.

A soil test is a great first step 
towards ruling out soil fertility 
as a possible culprit and is pretty 
easy (and relatively inexpensive) to 
do. For information about ruling 
out soil fertility as a production 
culprit, check out Fertilizing Gar-
dens in Kansas, available online 
at https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/
pubs/mf2320.pdf or upon request 
from any District Office.

Grilling tips: safety first will help   
keep the fun in outdoor eating

Kansas State University 
food scientist Karen 
Blakeslee says getting 

ready for the outdoor grilling sea-
son requires one important tool in 
addition to tongs, a spatula and 
oven mitts.

“Grab that meat thermometer, 
too,” said Blakeslee, who is also 
coordinator of the university’s 
Rapid Response Center, a source 
of information on food safety and 
other consumer topics.

“A thermometer is your best 
defense against any foodborne 
illness and checking for done-
ness,” Blakeslee said. “Don’t rely 
on color, because it’s really mis-
leading. Internal temperature is 
the best way to check for doneness.

Blakeslee said digital, instant-
read thermometers are the best 
type to use for grilling because 
the sensor is on the point of the 
thermometer.

“You’ll get a really quick read 
with those,” she said. “They will 
give you a reading in about 10 
seconds.”

She added that depending on 
the type of meat you are grilling, 
there are three temperatures to 
remember:

• 165 degrees Fahrenheit – For 
any type of poultry, whether it’s 
chicken or turkey, and regardless 
if it’s ground or even whole.

• 160 degrees Fahrenheit – For 
any type of ground meat, includ-
ing beef, pork or lamb.

• 145 degrees Fahrenheit – For 
steaks and chops, whether it is 
beef, pork or lamb.

“Insert the tip of the thermom-
eter into the thickest part of the 
cut,” Blakeslee said. “For burgers 
or thinner cuts of meat, try to in-
sert the thermometer in from the 
side, not from the top. That will 
give you a better reading.”

Blakeslee shared other tips to 
make sure your grilling experi-
ence is successful:

Cleaning the grill
Caked-on grease or food can 

cause a fire. Brush and scrub the 
grate well. Some spray-on grill 
cleaners can be effective at remov-
ing residue.

Blakeslee also suggested taking 
the grate out and clean leftover 
grease and food particles from 
inside the grill.

She also advised inspecting the 
cleaning brush.

“If you’ve got a brush where 
those little metal bristles are 
starting to come loose or break, 
it’s time to throw it out and get a 
new one,” Blakeslee said. “Those 
may break off on the grate itself 
and if you don’t see them, they 
could get stuck on your food, and 
you could ingest them.”

In addition, check the propane 
tank to make sure it’s full and 
ready to go, and that there are no 
cracks in the hoses.

Food safety
Blakeslee cautioned against 

cross-contaminating foods.
“The main thing is if you’re 

handling raw meat with tongs, 
don’t use those same tongs that 
handled the raw meat with your 
cooked vegetables or meat,” she 
said. “Wash your tongs in between 
handling raw and cooked foods. If 
you have an extra set, use a clean 

set instead.”
Once you take your meat off the 

grill, don’t put it back on the plate 
that had the raw meat on it. And 
eat it right away. Once it starts to 
get warmer outside and up over 
90 degrees, you can leave food out 
for about an hour, but after that 
I would put it in the refrigerator 
or ice chest.”

In cooler, springtime weather, 
Blakeslee said food can be left 
out for up to two hours, but then 
should be refrigerated.

Use an ice chest
Ice chests are convenient for 

storing drinks or, when filled 
with ice, can help to keep food 
cold during an outdoor party.

“You’re re-creating your kitchen 
outside,” Blakeslee said. “If you 
have access to power outside, you 
could even have a portable refrig-
erator for your gathering. Remem-
ber to plug it in early enough to 
make sure it’s cold.”

Keep an ice chest in a covered 
area or out of direct sunlight, she 
added.

Safety precautions
Blakeslee also advised keeping 

a fire extinguisher or easy access 
to water nearby when grilling. Set 
the grill in an open area, away 
from the house and never grill 
inside your garage.

“Supervise the grill all the 
time,” she said. “Pay attention to 
what’s going on, because if you 
leave it unattended, it could spark 
a fire, or if kids or pets are run-
ning around outside, they may 
accidentally tip it over.”

More grilling and food safety 
tips are available from the Kansas 
State University Rapid Response 
Center at www.ksre.ksu.edu/food-
safety.

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
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DISTRICT
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& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
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On the 
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BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Kansas City, Mo., to receive $5.75M                                              
to tackle polluted Brownfield Sites

Submitted
The Biden administration, 

through the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), an-
nounced that Kansas City, Mo., 
was selected to receive $5.75 mil-
lion out of the $254.5 million in 
Brownfields and Revolving Loan 
Fund grants for 265 selected com-
munities. 

Kansas City was selected for 
$850,000 in Brownfields grants 
targeting Parade Park Homes sites 
and $4.9 million in Brownfields 
Revolving Loan Funds. Of that 
$4.9 million, $1 million will be 
available to the Bi-State jurisdic-
tion area that includes Unified 
Government of Kansas City, Kan., 
and Wyandotte County.

These grants are supported by 
President Biden’s Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law, which provides 
a total of $1.5 billion to advance 
environmental justice, spur eco-
nomic revitalization, and create 
jobs by cleaning up contaminated, 
polluted or hazardous brownfield 
properties. 

$500,000 
BROWNFIELDS 
ASSESSMENT GRANT

Kansas City was selected for 
community-wide assessment 
work and the development of two 
cleanup plans within the city’s 22 
Urban Core Opportunity Zones. 
The priority site is Parade Park 
Homes – South, which formerly 
housed a large steam laundry 
plant and dry-cleaning facility 
and a former paint and varnish 
manufacturer. This selected grant 
will also support a site reuse plan 
and the preparation of outreach 
materials in English and Span-
ish. Parade Park Homes – South 
has 17 buildings and a total of 182 
residential townhome units. 

$350,000 
BROWNFIELDS 
ASSESSMENT GRANT

Kansas City was also selected 
for environmental assessment 
and the development of cleanup 
plans for the Parade Park Homes – 
North site, which formerly housed 
a gas station, an auto repair garage 
and a dry-cleaning operation, and 
is adjacent to other former gas sta-
tions and garages. This selected 
grant also will be used to develop 
a brownfields resource road map 
and conduct community outreach 
activities. 

$3.9 MILLION 
BROWNFIELDS 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND

The Kansas City, Mo. Brown-
fields Revolving Loan Fund was 
selected to receive $3.9 million 
in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
funding because it is a high-per-
forming program with 10 projects 
completed and one cleanup near 
completion at the Hardesty Fed-
eral Complex Building #9, which 
is anticipated to be primarily rede-
veloped as mixed-income housing. 
Other recent projects include the 
Negro League Baseball Museum 
Buck O’Neil Education Center at 
the former Paseo YMCA, which 
will host a grand opening this 
fall. Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law funding will extend the ca-
pacity of the program to provide 
funding for more cleanups in the 
most overburdened areas of Kan-
sas City, Mo. 

$1 MILLION 
BROWNFIELDS 
COALITION REVOLVING 
LOAN FUND

The Kansas City, Missouri, Bi-
State Brownfields Coalition Re-
volving Loan Fund was selected 
to receive $1.0 million in Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law funding 
because it is a high-performing 
program, having committed 
most of its initial funds to the 
cleanup of the Crispus Attucks 
Elementary School in the 18th and 
Vine District. The historic school 
building is targeted for redevel-
opment as the Zhou B Arts and 
Cultural Center that will support 
local African American arts, and 
house Friends of Alvin Ailey and 
studio maker spaces. The Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law funding 
will extend the capacity of the 
program to provide funding for 
more cleanups in the most dis-
advantaged areas in the Bi-State 
jurisdiction, which includes Kan-
sas City and Jackson County, Mo., 
and the Unified Government of 
Kansas City, Kan., and Wyandotte 
County. 

This funding does not require 
the normal cost share require-
ments for Revolving Loan Fund 
grants, thus further facilitating 
local communities and develop-
ers’ reinvestment into the reuse of 
the brownfield properties.

Brownfield projects can range 
from cleaning up buildings with 
asbestos or lead contamination to 
assessing and cleaning up aban-
doned properties that once man-
aged dangerous chemicals. Once 
cleaned up, former brownfield 
properties can be redeveloped 
into productive uses such as gro-
cery stores, affordable housing, 
health centers, museums, parks 
and solar farms.

The Brownfields Program ad-
vances President Biden’s Justice40 
Initiative, which aims to deliver 
at least 40 percent of the benefits 
of certain government programs 
to disadvantaged communities. 
Approximately 86 percent of the 
communities selected to receive 
funding as part of today’s an-
nouncement have proposed proj-
ects in historically underserved 
areas.

“With today’s announcement, 
we’re turning blight into might 
for communities across America,” 
said EPA Administrator Michael 
S. Regan. “EPA’s Brownfields 
Program breathes new life into 
communities by helping to turn 
contaminated and potentially 
dangerous sites into productive 
economic contributors. Thanks to 
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, we are significantly 
ramping up our investments in 
communities, with the bulk of our 
funding going to places that have 
been overburdened and under-
served for far too long.” 

“EPA Region 7 is proud to an-
nounce the selection of Kansas 
City, Mo., for two Brownfields As-
sessment Grants and two Brown-
fields Revolving Loan Funds,” 
said EPA Region 7 Administra-
tor Meghan A. McCollister. “The 
Brownfields program has a proven 
record of empowering communi-
ties through benefits ranging from 
local job creation to increased 
property values. This investment 
will uplift Kansas City and pro-
vide measurable and meaningful 
change to the residents of Parade 

Park Homes.”

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING
Congressional Members: 
“I am pleased to join the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency in 
announcing Kansas City’s selec-
tion as a recipient for Brownfields 
Assessment Grants, specifically 
targeting environmental testing 
and remediation for Parade Park 
Homes as they establish plans for 
redevelopment,” said U.S. Rep. 
Emanuel Cleaver II (Missouri). 
“As a proud supporter of the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law, I 
am excited to see how the law is 
already helping critical, long over-
due initiatives like this reach the 
heart of Missouri’s 5th Congres-
sional District. It’s projects like 
these that are going to help us 
build a better America in Kansas 
City and beyond.” 

“Right now, Wyandotte County 
families are living near contami-
nated sites, dealing with possible 
lead or chemical exposure and 
dangerous health effects – it’s un-
acceptable,” said U.S. Rep. Sharice 
Davids (Kansas). “I voted for the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to 
improve the health and econom-
ic outlook of our communities, 
and I’m glad to say that help is 
on the way to clean up these sites 
and ensure every Kansas family 
has clean air, clean water, and a 
brighter future.” 

Local Officials:
“We are pleased today to an-

nounce $5.75 million in grants 
selected by the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency for Kansas 
City, which positions our city 
and Brownfield Coalition part-
ners to build upon our ongoing 
work to reactivate once-polluted 
and dangerous industrial sites – 
which will benefit Kansas City 
families, property owners and our 
climate,” said Kansas City, Mo., 
Mayor Quinton Lucas. “I have 
met with EPA officials, both in 
Kansas City and Washington, to 
discuss ways we can work together 
to create a cleaner and healthier 
community. The federal resources 
shared today will support both the 
assessment of sites and the rede-
velopment of existing buildings 
critical to the continued reinvest-
ment in communities throughout 
Kansas City. I thank the EPA for 
our continued partnership.”

“Congresswoman Sharice Da-
vids (Kansas) is a champion for 
our community, and we are most 
appreciative of her efforts to en-
sure that Wyandotte County is 
considered in all appropriations 
that could improve the lives 
of those who reside here,” said 
Wyandotte County and Kansas 
City, Kan., Mayor and CEO Ty-
rone A. Garner. “Our needs are 
great and the support of the U.S. 
Environmental and Protection 
Agency is critical to our success. 
We appreciate being included in 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
allocation.” 

EPA’s Brownfields grants and 
other technical assistance pro-
grams like the RE-Powering 
America’s Land Initiative are also 
helping to build the clean energy 
economy. Today’s announcement 
includes a former coal mine in 
Greene County, Pa., that will be-
come a 10-megawatt solar farm, 
and a former dump site in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community in 
Montana that will be converted 

to a solar farm, saving local resi-
dents an estimated $2.8 million in 
energy costs over 25 years, among 
many others. 

This announcement includes 
approximately $180 million from 
the historic $1.5 billion investment 
from President Biden’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law to help turn 
Brownfield sites across the nation 
into hubs of economic growth and 
job creation, along with over $75 
million from fiscal year 2022 ap-
propriations.

The funding includes:
• $112.8 million for 183 selectees 

for Assessment Grants, which will 
provide funding for brownfield 
inventories, planning, environ-
mental assessments and commu-
nity outreach.

• $18.2 million for 36 selectees 
for Cleanup Grants, which will 
provide funding to carry out 
cleanup activities at brownfield 
sites owned by the recipient.

• $16.3 million for 17 selectees 
for Revolving Loan Fund Grants, 
which will provide funding for 
recipients to offer loans and sub-
grants to carry out cleanup activi-
ties at brownfield sites.

• $107 million for 39 high-per-
forming Revolving Loan Fund 
Grant recipients to help commu-
nities continue their work to carry 
out cleanup and redevelopment 
projects on contaminated brown-
field properties. Supplemental 
funding for Revolving Loan Fund 
Grants is available to recipients 
that have depleted their funds and 
have viable cleanup projects ready 
for work. 

The list of selected applicants 
is available at: www.epa.gov/
brownfields/applicants-selected-
fy-2022-brownfields-assessment-
rlf-cleanup-arc-grants-and-rlf. 

Since its inception in 1995, 
EPA’s investments in brownfield 
sites have leveraged over $35 bil-
lion in cleanup and redevelop-
ment. This has led to significant 
benefits for communities across 
the country. For example:

• To date, this funding has led to 
over 183,000 jobs in cleanup, con-
struction and redevelopment, and 
over 9,500 properties have been 
made ready for reuse.

• Based on grant recipient re-
porting, recipients leveraged 
on average $20.43 for each EPA 
Brownfields dollar and 10.3 jobs 
per $100,000 of EPA Brownfields 
Grant funds expended on assess-
ment, cleanup, and revolving loan 
fund cooperative agreements.

• In addition, an academic 
peer-reviewed study found that 
residential properties near brown-
field sites increased in value by 5 
percent to 15 percent as a result of 
cleanup activities.

• Finally, analyzing data near 48 
brownfields, EPA found an esti-
mated $29 million to $97 million 
in additional tax revenue for local 
governments in a single year after 
cleanup – two to seven times more 
than the $12.4 million EPA con-
tributed to the cleanup of those 
Brownfields sites.

“EPA’s Brownfields Program is 
the true embodiment of turning 
adversity into opportunity – it 
takes contaminated and poten-
tially hazardous places and turns 
them into thriving generators of 
economic prosperity,” said Sen-
ate Committee on Environment 
and Public Works Chairman Tom 
Carper. “Today’s announcement 

is great news for the nation, as 
we unveil vital investments from 
our Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law to help more communities 
benefit from this transformative 
program.”

“Today’s announcement is wel-
come news for the 149 million 
Americans who live within three 
miles of a brownfield site,” said 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman Frank 
Pallone. “These funds, predomi-
nantly from our Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, will allow families 
across the country to rest a little 
easier, knowing that some of the 
most contaminated sites in their 
area will soon be cleaned up, re-
vitalized, and generating new jobs 
and economic opportunities. I’m 
grateful to Administrator Regan 
and the Biden administration 
for working so closely with Con-
gress to prioritize the Brownfields 
program, and I’ll keep fighting 
to ensure every community – 
particularly those that have been 
historically overlooked and un-
derserved – receives the resources 
they need.”

“Last year, President Biden 
signed the bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act 
into law, which provided once-
in-a-lifetime investment that is 
fundamentally transforming 
our critical infrastructure,” said 
House Committee on Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Chairman 
Peter DeFazio. “This Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law also includ-
ed significant funding to EPA’s 
Brownfields program for the 
cleanup of legacy toxic contami-
nation that scars our communities 
with hazardous, blighted, or un-
derutilized properties and threat-
ens the health of our families and 
our environment. The grants be-
ing announced today continue 
the successful tradition of the 
Brownfields remediation pro-
gram, while targeting resources 
to those communities, both urban 
and rural, that haven’t been able to 
participate in the program due to 
lack of local-technical capacity or 
lack of local matching resources.”

BACKGROUND 
A brownfield is a property for 

which the expansion, redevelop-
ment or reuse may be complicated 
by the presence or potential pres-
ence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant or contaminant. Rede-
velopment made possible through 
the program includes everything 
from grocery stores and affordable 
housing to health centers, muse-
ums, greenways and solar farms.

The next National Brownfields 
Training Conference will be held 
Aug. 16-19, in Oklahoma City, 
Okla. Offered every two years, 
this conference is the largest 
gathering of stakeholders focused 
on cleaning up and reusing for-
mer commercial and industrial 
properties. EPA co-sponsors this 
event with the International City/
County Management Association 
(ICMA). Conference registration 
is open at www.brownfields2022.
org. 

For more on Brownfields 
Grants, visit www.epa.gov/brown-
fields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-
funding.

For more on EPA’s Brownfields 
Program, visit www.epa.gov/
brownfields.

COVID-19 
BOOSTER

Free 
COVID-19 
booster 
vaccines 
available 

Submitted by Christina 
Gayman

Hy-Vee, Inc. announced on 
Friday, May 20, that free Pedi-
atric Pfizer-BioNTech COV-
ID-19 vaccine booster doses are 
now available by appointment 
only at select Hy-Vee Pharmacy 
locations for 5- to 11-year-olds 
at least five months after their 
second dose.

Moderately to severely im-
munocompromised pediat-
ric patients may also receive 
a booster dose at least three 
months after their additional 
dose.

In order to create a more kid-
centric environment, Hy-Vee 
operates pharmacy hubs that 
are dedicated to only admin-
istering the Pediatric Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine during 
select times by appointment 
only. Pediatric Pfizer-BioN-
Tech COVID-19 boosters can 
be scheduled by visiting www.
hy-vee.com/covidvaccine.

A parent or legal guardian 
must consent to the vaccina-
tion and accompany all mi-
nors to their vaccination. The 
booster vaccines are free to all 
eligible patients, regardless of 
their insurance coverage.

It is recommended (but not 
required) that vaccine recipi-
ents bring the following to 
their appointment: insurance 
card (if they have insurance) 
and Medicare Part B red, 
white and blue card (if Medi-
care recipient); photo ID; and 
their COVID-19 vaccination 
record card. Masks are re-
quired. If individuals do not 
have insurance, they can still 
be vaccinated.

For more information about 
COVID-19 vaccines, visit www.
hy-vee.com/covidvaccine.

KANSAS 
DEPARTMENT        
OF WILDLIFE             
AND PARKS

New 
licensing 
system 
launches

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) is 
proud to announce the launch of 
Go Outdoors Kansas – KDWP’s 
all-new licensing and boat regis-
tration system designed to provide 
outdoor recreationalist with an 
improved customer service ex-
perience. More than 500 license 
and boat vendor locations are now 
processing transactions through 
the online system.

Outdoor-goers can access the 
new system at GoOutdoorsKan-
sas.com and download the mobile 
app for IOS and Android devices. 
Some customers may need to first 
delete the HuntFishKS mobile app, 
as it is no longer operational; cus-
tomer information will not be de-
leted when removing the mobile 
app.

KDWP’s new mobile app – 
Go Outdoors KS – allows users 
to quickly view all purchased 
licenses on-the-go, regulations 
and sunrise/sunset times in the 
field, and report harvests imme-
diately after hunting. Customers 
may also conveniently register and 
renew water vessels through the 
new system.

In addition to traditional and 
electronic licenses, hunters, an-
glers and boaters will also have 
the option to purchase collectible, 
durable hard cards. The front side 
of KDWP’s all-new hard cards fea-
ture handcrafted artwork by Kan-
sas artist Dustin Teasley, while the 
back side lists a customer’s cur-
rent license information. Find out 
more at www.GoOutdoorsKansas.
com or www.ksoutdoors.com today.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

EPA selects recipients for technical assistance                            
grants to support clean, safe water

Submitted
The U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA) announced 
its selection of technical assistance 
providers to receive $21.7 mil-
lion in grant funding to support 
drinking water and wastewater 
systems that serve small and ru-
ral communities. This technical 
assistance funding builds on the 
agency’s recent announcement of 
$68 million in available funding 
for technical assistance through 
the Environmental Finance Cen-
ter program. EPA is committed 
to helping communities across 
America upgrade and maintain 
water systems that are essential to 
public health and environmental 
protection.

“Small towns and rural com-
munities face significant chal-
lenges when it comes to operat-
ing and maintaining their water 
infrastructure that is often de-

cades old and in urgent need of 
reinvestment,” said EPA Assistant 
Administrator for Water Radhika 
Fox. “EPA is committed to helping 
rural America thrive. With our 
support, small and rural com-
munities will receive high quality 
technical assistance to improve 
operations and access the historic 
investment in water infrastruc-
ture through the Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law.”

Many of the country’s water 
systems serve relatively small 
and rural communities. Ap-
proximately 97 percent of the 
nation’s 145,000 public water 
systems serve fewer than 10,000 
people. More than 80 percent of 
these systems serve fewer than 
500 people. Many small and ru-
ral systems face unique challenges 
— including aging infrastructure 
and workforce gaps — that create 
challenges — in providing reliable 

drinking water and wastewater 
services that meet federal and 
state requirements.

EPA is taking steps to provide 
technical assistance on water in-
frastructure to communities that 
need it most through programs. 
Recipients will offer technical 
assistance to small public wa-
ter systems to keep clean water 
flowing for rural communities by 
achieving and maintaining regu-
latory compliance. Technical as-
sistance will include circuit-rider 
and multi-state regional technical 
assistance programs, training and 
site visits, and training or tech-
nical assistance to diagnose and 
trouble-shoot system operational 
and compliance-related problems 
and identify solutions.

EPA anticipates that it will 
award grants to the following 
recipients once all legal and ad-
ministrative requirements are 

satisfied.

RURAL COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE 
PARTNERSHIP

• $11.2 million to provide train-
ing and technical assistance for 
small public water systems to 
achieve and maintain compliance 
with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
including improving financial and 
managerial capacity. 

• $1 million to work with small 
publicly owned wastewater and 
on-site/decentralized wastewater 
systems to improve water quality.

• $850,000 to work with private 
well owners to help improve water 
quality. 

NATIONAL RURAL 
WATER ASSOCIATION

• $7.8 million to provide train-
ing and technical assistance for 
small public water systems to 

achieve and maintain compliance 
with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
including improving financial and 
managerial capacity.

• $850,000 to work with private 
well owners to help improve water 
quality.

For more information, visit 
the EPA Training and Techni-
cal Assistance for Small Sys-
tems Page at https://www.epa.
gov/dwcapacity/training-and-
technical-assistance-small-sys-
tems-funding?utm_source=utm_
source%3dpressrelease&utm_
m e d i u m = u t m _
m e d i u m % 3 d e m a i l & u t m _
c a m p a i g n = u t m _
campaign%3deparegion7&utm_
term=utm_term%3dwater&utm_
content=technical+assistance%2c
+water%2c+grants.
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE

Kansas milk 
production 
report

Submitted
Milk production in Kansas dur-

ing April 2022 totaled 344 mil-
lion pounds, down 2 percent from 
April 2021, according to the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. The average number 
of milk cows was 171,000 head, 
4,000 head less than April 2021. 
Milk production per cow averaged 
2,010 pounds.

Access the National publication 
for this release at https://usda.li-
brary.cornell.edu/concern/publica-
tions/h989r321c.

Find agricultural statistics for 
your county, state and the nation 
at www.nass.usda.gov.

WHEAT SCOOP

Wheat Tour estimates crop at             
261 million bushels

Submitted by Marsha Boswell
The 2022 Wheat Quality Coun-

cil’s Hard Winter Wheat Tour 
across Kansas wrapped up on May 
19. During the three days of wheat 
scouting, tour participants trav-
eled six routes from Manhattan 
to Colby to Wichita and back to 
Manhattan. This year’s tour host-
ed people from 24 U.S. states plus 
Mexico and Canada in 20 vehicles 
while traveling across the state.

The three-day average yield 
for the fields that were calculated 
was 39.7 bushels per acre. While 
an estimated 7.4 million acres of 
wheat were planted in the fall, 
the Kansas wheat crop varies in 
condition based on planting date 
and amount of moisture received. 
What Mother Nature has in plan 
for the wheat crop still remains 
to be seen, but the tour captures 
a moment in time for the yield 
potential for fields across the state.

The official tour projection for 
total production of wheat to be 
harvested in Kansas is 261 million 
bushels, indicating that tour par-
ticipants thought abandonment 
might be higher than normal at 
11 percent. This number is the 
average of estimated predictions 
from tour participants who gath-
ered information from 550 fields 
across the state. Based on May 1 
conditions, National Agricultural 
Statistics Service predicted the 
crop to be higher at 271 million 
bushels, with a yield of 39 bushels 
per acre and abandonment at only 
6 percent.

Overall, the Kansas wheat crop 
is spotty and short, but the eastern 
half of the state generally had bet-
ter growing conditions than the 
western half.

On the first day of the tour, crop 
conditions started out above the 
tour average, but deteriorated as 
the groups made their way west 

from Manhattan to Colby.
“Our expectation was the con-

ditions would continue to dete-
riorate as we moved toward the 
southwest part of the state. Those 
conditions were as expected,” said 
Romulo Lollato, Kansas State Uni-
versity wheat extension specialist. 
“Maybe the biggest surprise was 
as we moved east, how long it took 
for conditions to improve. Those 
harsh conditions extended well 
into south central Kansas.”

“The west part of south central 
Kansas was more affected by the 
drought than we expected,” he 
said. “The sandier soils in south 
central Kansas cannot hold as 
much water as the soils in western 
Kansas. Even though the area re-
ceived more moisture than south-
west Kansas, the soils didn’t hold 
the water.”

Another surprise of this year’s 
tour was the lack of disease pres-
sure, especially wheat streak mo-
saic virus. Lollato also said there 
was little to no insect pressure of 
concern for reducing yield.

On Thursday, participants 
had their first opportunity to get 
their boots wet and see moisture 
in fields from recent rains in the 
southern and eastern parts of 
the state. Yields in this part of 
the state were better than what 
participants had seen earlier on 
the tour, averaging 55.2 bushels 
per acre.

For fields that have not yet 
headed out, scouts use an early 
season formula model to calculate 
the potential yield of the fields. 
For the fields that had already 
headed, attendees were able to use 
a late-season formula to calculate 
yields, based on number of wheat 
heads, number of spikelets and 
kernels per spikelet. These for-
mulas are provided by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics 

Service. The formulas do not take 
into consideration variables such 
as weed pressure, disease and 
pests. Tour scouts didn’t see much 
disease pressure this year with the 
drought conditions.

The USDA estimate for the Ne-
braska wheat crop is 36.9 million 
bushels, down from 41.2 from 
last year. The estimated yield av-
erage is 41 bushels per acre. The 
Colorado crop is estimated at 
49.6 million bushels, down from 
69.6 million bushels last year. The 
estimate is for an average of 31 
bushels per acre across the state. 
Brad Erker, executive director of 
Colorado Wheat, estimated the 
crop at 40.1 million bushels, based 
on a yield of 28.6 bushels per acre, 
1.4 million acres harvested and 30 
percent abandonment rate. Okla-
homa reported that the state’s pro-
duction is estimated at 60 million 
bushels, down from 115 million 
bushels last year, with 25 bushels 
per acre yield.

These fields are still three to 
six weeks from harvest. A lot can 
happen during that time to affect 
final yields and production.

The tour is sponsored by the 
Wheat Quality Council, which 
is a coordinated effort by breed-
ers, producers and processor to 
improve wheat and flour quality. 
Dave Green, executive director of 
the WQC, said there are several 
goals of the tour. The first is for 
participants to make connections 
within the wheat industry. An-
other is to “describe the wheat as 
well as we can at the current point 
in time, not knowing what will 
happen over the next few weeks.” 
A third goal is to highlight the 
agriculture industry.

For more information about 
what participants saw statewide, 
search #wheattour22 on Twitter.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor announces 
recipients of $10 million 
investment expanding 
broadband access

Submitted
On Friday, May 20, Governor 

Laura Kelly announced the 11 
recipients of the Broadband Ac-
celeration Grant program result-
ing in more than $10 million of 
investment in high-speed broad-
band access across 10 rural Kansas 
counties.

“We’re continuing to deliver 
on our bold and ambitious goal 
to make Kansas a top 10 state 
for broadband access by 2030,” 
Governor Kelly said. “Affordable 
broadband is necessary for our 
communities to remain viable and 
competitive, and every Kansan 
deserves a reliable connection to 
the world. These grants accelerate 
our efforts to make that a reality.”

Launched in 2020, the Broad-
band Acceleration Grant is a ten-
year, $85 million program that 
will bring critically needed broad-
band access to Kansas communi-
ties. The program is administered 
by the Kansas Office of Broad-
band Development and funded 
through the Kansas Department 
of Transportation’s Eisenhower 
Legacy Transportation Program 
(IKE). This second year of the 
program brings the total broad-
band infrastructure investment 
in Kansas communities to more 
than $70 million since 2020.

“Access to quality broadband 
is no longer a luxury, it’s a neces-
sity,” said Lieutenant Governor 
and Commerce Secretary David 
Toland. “Broadband connectiv-
ity improves quality of life and 
opens the door to new business 
and community growth all across 
Kansas. We’re grateful to the com-
munity leaders who are champi-
oning broadband access at the lo-
cal level and making long-term, 
strategic investments in their 
communities.”

The $5 million in grant funding 
for 2022 will be combined with an 
additional $5 million in match-
ing funds, resulting in more than 
$10 million for critically needed 
broadband infrastructure in 
Kansas communities. Three of 
the awarded projects involve key 
partnerships with municipalities 
and include $875,000 in matching 
funds from the local community.

“Broadband infrastructure is as 
critical to the well-being of Kan-
sans as are safe roads, bridges and 
drinking water,” said Julie Lorenz, 
Transportation Secretary. “These 
IKE-funded grants, when com-
bined with broadband funding 
opportunities available through 
the federal Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law (BIL), enable Kansas to 
strategically and efficiently ex-
pand quality broadband infra-
structure throughout our state.”

The projects were selected fol-

lowing a competitive funding 
round, and all proposed projects 
were made available for public re-
view. To encourage input, a public 
comment period was included in 
the process, ensuring transpar-
ency and community feedback 
in the process of making awards.

“Our focus is on improving ac-
cess for the nearly 60 percent of 
Kansans who are in need of ro-
bust internet connectivity,” said 
Interim Director of the Kansas 
Office of Broadband Development 
Melinda Stanley. “Governor Kelly 
recognizes that broadband access 
is a necessity for our communi-
ties and Kansas households, and 
though there is much work yet to 
do, these awards bring us another 
step closer to connecting all Kan-
sans.”

Applicants, awarded grant 
amounts and matching invest-
ments are as follows:

• Blue Valley Communications - 
Nemaha County - $ 809,549 grant 
award - $809,549 matching funds 
- $1,619,098 total investment

• Charter Communications - 
Leavenworth County - $403,158 
grant award - $1,512,000 match-
ing funds - $1,915,158 total invest-
ment

• Cunningham Communica-
tions - Cloud County - $500,000 
grant award - $500,000 matching 
funds - $1,000,000 total invest-
ment

• EpicTouch Communica-
tions* - Liberal, Seward County 
- $889,063 grant award - $889,063* 
matching funds - $1,778,126 total 
investment

• HB Cable* - Kanopolis - 
$300,407 grant award - $300,407 
matching funds - $600,814 total 
investment

• Ideatek - Seward County - 
$259,752 grant award - $259,752 
matching funds - $519,504 total 
investment

• KwiKom Communications* - 
Paola, Miami County - $496,190 
grant award - $496,190 matching 
funds - $992,380 total investment

• S&A - Americus, Lyon County 
- $121,734 grant award - $121,734 
matching funds - $243,468 total 
investment

• SC Telcom - Harper County - 
$750,698 grant award - $750,698 
matching funds - $1,501,396 total 
investment

• WTC Communications* - SE 
Riley County - $182,750 grant 
award - $182,750 matching funds 
- $365,500 total investment

• WTC Communications - 
Pottawatomie County - $286,699 
grant award - $286,699 matching 
funds - $573,398 total investment

(* include community co-in-
vestment or are part of a KDOT 
“Dig Once” initiative)

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor signs bill making key investments         
to improve state services

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly an-

nounced she has signed biparti-
san House Bill 2510, which makes 
key investments in education, 
economic development, mental 
health, senior services and our 
veterans. HB 2510 also makes his-
toric levels of funding to state uni-
versities, enabling them to freeze 
tuition and knock down barriers 
to higher education.

“This budget delivers on com-
mitments I made in January to 
improve access to services for 
vulnerable Kansans,” Governor 
Kelly said. “I am proud of our con-
tinued bipartisan work to restore 
and enhance vital state services – 
responsibly paid for through our 
strong economic growth.”

HB 2510 ensures funding for 
mental health initiatives like 9-8-
8, the state’s new suicide preven-
tion hotline; increases funding 
to grow and enhance the care 
provided by community mental 
health centers; and expands men-
tal health services in regions like 
South-Central Kansas.

It also includes many initiatives 
that build upon the Kelly Admin-
istration’s strong record of im-
proving the child welfare system 
and fully funds a veterans’ home 
in Northeast Kansas – making it 
possible for those who have served 
their country to receive long-term 
care closer to home.

“This budget will improve ser-
vices for Kansans in a responsible 
way, building a sustainable foun-
dation for years to come,” said 
Senator Oletha Faust-Goudeau, 
District 29. “I’m especially proud 
of the provision that requires 
the Department of Children and 
Families to use performance-
based contracts, which will en-
sure that our child advocates are 
focused on providing satisfactory 
care for children and families in 
need, rather than increasing their 
intake loads. Because of this pol-
icy, Kansas children will receive 
the care they need and deserve, 
and our state will be able to hold 
providers accountable for their 
work.”

This bill also directs a por-
tion of federal money to state 
universities, community colleges 

and technical colleges, enabling 
them to freeze tuition and make 
higher education more affordable 
for students from a range of back-
grounds.

“Our historic, $1 billion invest-
ment in higher education will 
make it possible for universities 
to freeze tuition, continuing the 
streak of low-to-no tuition growth 
under my Administration,” Gov-
ernor Kelly said.

“Due to our state’s recent eco-
nomic growth, we had a unique 
opportunity to make historic one-
time investments to modernize 
our higher education system and 
this budget does that,” said Sena-
tor Tom Hawk, Ranking Minority 
Member on the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee. “Funding for 
our whole education system, in-
cluding higher education, should 
send a message to all prospective 
students, faculty, and the busi-
ness community that Kansas 
stands ready to provide the edu-
cated workforce that our economy 
needs.”

“By investing in our commu-
nity colleges, technical colleges 
and universities, this budget will 
expand our workforce and eco-
nomic development potential as a 
state,” said Representative Kathy 
Wolfe-Moore, Ranking Minority 
on House Appropriations. “From 
Kansas City and Pittsburg to Gar-
den City and Hays, we are updat-
ing our campuses and expanding 
our capacity to make sure our stu-
dents are ready to step up to the 
plate when they graduate.”

Another portion will direct 
one-time funding toward hous-
ing and economic development 
projects.

“This budget not only provides 
funding for key economic devel-
opment initiatives, it will also 
jumpstart housing development 
in communities that are ready to 
grow like my hometown of Sali-
na,” said Senator J.R. Claeys, Vice 
Chair of Senate Ways and Means. 
“As company after company an-
nounces expansions and new in-
vestment, it’s clear that Kansas is 
a great place to do business and 
raise a family, and our private 
housing developers and local 
stakeholders are ready to get to 

work to make sure communities 
across the state have the quality 
housing needed to attract young 
workers and their families.”

In addition, HB 2510 ensures 
all state public employees enjoy at 
least a 5 percent pay increase this 
year, following a previous recom-
mendation from the Governor. It 
also restores multiple agencies to 
the across-the-board pay increase, 
including the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, the Board of Indi-
gent Defense Services and all em-
ployees at 24/7 facilities.

“As they do every year, Kan-
sas state employees work hard to 
deliver exceptional service to the 
people of Kansas in some of the 
toughest jobs in the state,” said 
Sarah LaFrenz, President of the 
Kansas Organization of State 
Employees. “We appreciate the 
Governor’s leadership and the 
Legislature’s bipartisan support 
of the base pay, differential and 
market rate increases included 
in the budget this year for state 
employees. Funding these pay in-
creases is such an essential step in 
helping curb the staffing crises 
at state facilities, compensating 
these workers for their hard and 
necessary work, and making our 
communities safer.”

Below please find the message 
from the Governor regarding 
House Bill 2510:

House Bill 2510 represents ad-
ditional progress toward fulfill-
ing many of the priorities that I 
set forth in January and that have 
been made possible only through 
our bipartisan work together over 
the past four years. Building on 
House Substitute for Substitute 
for Senate Bill 267, this bill pro-
vides additional investments in 
higher education, economic de-
velopment, mental health, senior 
services and veterans while leav-
ing sufficient funding to provide 
over $1 billion in tax relief to 
Kansans through the legislation 
that I have signed to cut property 
taxes and axe the state’s sales tax 
on groceries.

Some of the key investments in 
this legislation include improved 
access to mental healthcare, in-
creased funding for senior nutri-
tion, expanded training oppor-

tunities to prevent child abuse, 
and measures that build on our 
successful work to reduce the 
number of children who enter 
the foster care system. This bill 
includes additional investments 
in our regional universities and 
community and technical colleg-
es, which are critical to our efforts 
to expand our workforce in the 
state of Kansas. And this budget 
ensures that all state employees 
will receive a pay increase of at 
least 5 percent this year in recog-
nition of their service to the state.

Finally, due to our strong eco-
nomic growth and unprecedented 
ending balances, this budget will 
allow us to pay off over $1 billion 
in debt over the next year.

Therefore, pursuant to Article 
2, Section 14(b) of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Kansas, I here-
by return House Bill 2510 with 
my signature, except for the item 
enumerated below.

State Board of Regents — Provi-
so Allowing Universities to Raise 
Tuition

Section 36(b) has been vetoed 
in its entirety.

In my initial budget, I recom-
mended $45.7 million in operat-
ing grant funding to higher educa-
tion with the understanding that 
universities would freeze tuition. 
In addition to that, I allocated 
$23.9 million in funding for sala-
ries. While the original operating 
grant funding has been reduced 
to an increase of $37.5 million in 
the final passed budget, overall, 
higher education in the state of 
Kansas is set to receive $1 billion 
this fiscal year. This is a historic 
investment that I am proud to 
support by approving the addi-
tional higher education funding 
included in HB 2510.

As a result of this significant 
infusion of new funding, I believe 
that the Regents institutions will 
be able to continue to hold tu-
ition flat, making college more 
affordable for Kansans of all back-
grounds. This is especially impor-
tant if we, as a state, are going to 
provide the workforce needed to 
fully actualize the benefits and 
opportunities of our recent eco-
nomic growth.

FOOD ASSISTANCE

Statewide website 
launched for food 
insecure households

Submitted
Households seeking food as-

sistance have a much easier way 
to find help thanks to a project 
supported by the Sunflower 
Foundation. 

A new website – www.kan-
sasfoodsource.org – is designed 
to help people in need of food 
assistance find pantry locations 
in their areas. The website also 
features a link for help applying 
for SNAP (Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program) or 
food stamps, along with a link 
for upcoming summer food 
sites for children.

The website lists pantries that 
are partner agencies of the three 
food banks that serve Kansas: 
Kansas Food Bank, Harvest-
ers - The Community Food 
Network and Second Harvest 
Community Food Bank. In ad-
dition, pantries that are not a 
part of the food bank network 
are included along with TEFAP 
(The Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program) sites – these are 
often referred to as government 
commodities supported by the 
USDA.

“The pandemic is really what 
set this into motion” said Brian 
Walker, President and CEO of 
the Kansas Food Bank. “No-
where, was there a compre-
hensive list of all pantries that 

served our state. The website 
was designed for a user-friendly 
experience to help neighbors 
facing food insecurity by con-
necting Kansans in need di-
rectly with helpful resources.”

By breaking everything 
down to the county level, the 
new website features a mapping 
tool which allows a resident to 
see exactly where each pantry 
is located, along with a contact 
phone number and any other 
information available, such as 
hours of operation or what is 
needed to access food.

The website is easily acces-
sible from a mobile device or 
desktop computer. It is geared 
not only towards food insecure 
households, but also schools, 
social workers, case manag-
ers, medical professionals and 
anyone who is trying to find 
resources for people they are 
helping.

The three food banks serving 
Kansas collaborate together on 
efforts to fight hunger across 
our great state. This website is 
one of the many ways that to-
gether we can ensure our food 
insecure have access to nutri-
tious foods.

For questions regarding www.
KansasFoodSource.org, please 
contact the Kansas Food Bank 
at 316-265-3663.
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