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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Advisories for public lakes 
issued due to blue-green algae

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment (KDHE) and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have issued several 
public health advisories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae. 

A harmful algal bloom (HAB) may look like foam, 
scum or paint floating on the water and be colored 
blue, bright green, brown or red. Blooms can de-
velop rapidly; if the water appears suspicious or 
there is decaying algae on the shore, avoid contact 
and keep dogs away. These toxins can be absorbed 
by ingestion, inhalation of aerosols and even skin 
contact. Symptoms vary depending upon the type 
of exposure (e.g. direct contact, ingestion, inhala-
tion) but can include rash, vomiting, diarrhea, fever, 
sore throat and headache. If you, or your dog, come 
into contact with algae rinse the area with clean, 
fresh water. Suspected HAB-related health incidents, 
whether human or animal, regardless of season, 
should be reported at https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/1163. 

ACTIVE ADVISORIES 
Warning 
• Big Eleven Lake, Wyandotte County 
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick County 
•Ford County Lake, Ford County (Added on June 

16)
• Garnett Lake (north), Anderson County (El-

evated on June 16)
• Gathering Pond, Geary County 
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County 
• Lake Shawnee, Shawnee County 
Watch
• Marion Reservoir, Marion County (Lowered 

on June 16)
Lifted
• Clinton Lake, Douglas County (Lifted on June 

16) 
A Warning status indicates that conditions are 

unsafe for human and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. When a warning 
is issued, KDHE recommends the following precau-
tions be taken: 

• Lake water is not safe to drink for pets or live-
stock. 

• Lake water, regardless of blue-green algae status, 

should never be consumed by humans. 
• Water contact should be avoided. 
• Fish may be eaten if they are rinsed with clean 

water and only the fillet portion is consumed, while 
all other parts are discarded. 

• Do not allow pets to eat dried algae. 
• If lake water contacts skin, wash with clean water 

as soon as possible. 
• Avoid areas of visible algae accumulation. 
A Watch status means that blue-green algae have 

been detected and a harmful algal bloom is present 
or likely to develop. People are encouraged to avoid 
areas of algae accumulation and keep pets and live-
stock away from the water. 

During the watch status, KDHE recommends the 
following precautions be taken: 

• Signage will be posted at all public access loca-
tions. 

• Water may be unsafe for humans/animals. 
• Avoid areas of algae accumulation and do not let 

people/pets eat dried algae or drink contaminated 
water. 

• Swimming, wading, skiing and jet skiing are 
discouraged near visible blooms. 

• Boating and fishing are safe. However, inhala-
tion of the spray may affect some individuals. Avoid 
direct contact with water, and wash with clean water 
after any contact. 

• Clean fish well with potable water and eat fillet 
portion only. 

KDHE investigates publicly-accessible bodies of 
water for blue-green algae when the agency receives 
reports of potential algae blooms in Kansas lakes. 
Based on credible field observation and sampling 
results, KDHE reports on potentially harmful con-
ditions. 

If you observe a scum or paint-like surface on the 
water, small floating blue-green clumps or filaments 
in the water, or if the water is an opaque green, avoid 
contact and keep pets away. These are indications 
that a harmful bloom may be present. Pet owners 
should be aware that animals that swim in or drink 
water affected by a harmful algal bloom or eat dried 
algae along the shore may become seriously ill or die. 

For information on blue-green algae and reporting 
potential harmful algal blooms, please visit https://
www.kdhe.ks.gov/HAB. 

SUBMITTED

For the week ending June 12, there were 
3.1 days suitable for fieldwork, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service. Topsoil moisture supplies rated 13 
percent very short, 16 percent short, 56 per-
cent adequate and 15 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture supplies rated 18 percent very short, 
20 percent short, 53 percent adequate and nine 
percent surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter wheat condi-
tion rated 17 percent very poor, 24 percent 
poor, 33 percent fair, 24 percent good and two   
percent excellent. Winter wheat coloring was 
81 percent, ahead of 75 percent last year and 
near 78 percent for the five-year average. Ma-
ture was 31 percent, ahead of 16 percent last 
year and 25 percent average. Harvested was 
2 percent, near 4 percent average.

Corn condition rated two percent very poor, 

seven percent poor, 33 percent fair, 48 percent 
good and 10 percent excellent. Corn planted 
was 96 percent, near 95 percent last year and 
equal to average. Emerged was 83 percent, 
near 84 percent last year and behind 88 per-
cent average.

Soybean condition rated one percent very 
poor, six percent poor, 31 percent fair, 54 per-
cent good and eight percent excellent. Soy-
beans planted was 68 percent, behind 80 per-
cent last year and 79 percent average. Emerged 
was 55 percent, behind 61 percent both last 
year and average.

Sorghum condition rated one percent very 
poor, five percent poor, 39 percent fair, 52 per-
cent good and three percent excellent. Sor-
ghum planted was 54 percent, near 56 percent 
last year and 58 percent average.

Cotton condition rated seven percent very 
poor, 11 percent poor, 51 percent fair, 30 per-
cent good and one percent excellent. Cotton 

planted was 96 percent, near 95 percent last 
year and ahead of 90 percent average. Squaring 
was nine percent, near 10 percent last year, but 
ahead of three percent average.

Sunflowers planted was 40 percent, behind 
54 percent last year and 52 percent average.

Pasture and Range Report: Pasture and 
range conditions rated 11 percent very poor, 
16 percent poor, 32 percent fair, 36 percent 
good and five percent excellent.

Data for this news release were provided 
at the county level by USDA Farm Service 
Agency, KSU Extension Service and other 
reporters across the State.

To access the National Crop Progress and 
Condition publication, visit https://usda.library.
cornell.edu/concern/publications/8336h188j.

To access Crop Progress and Condition 
graphical products, visit https://www.nass.
usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_
Condition/2022/index.php.

KANSAS WHEAT

Kansas wheat harvest 
is affected by drought 
conditions

SUBMITTED BY JULIA DEBES

As the early stages of harvest shift from south-
central to southwest Kansas, yields and morale 
are decreasing. Extreme drought in the area 
throughout the growing season is severely lim-
iting yields, causing more abandonment and 
calls to the insurance adjuster in the region. 
Even fields that look somewhat decent from the 
road and are disappointing in the bin, adding 
to the stress from difficulties finding help and 
escalating fuel and input prices.

“It’s hard to get excited about this,” said Tyler 
Ediger, who farms with his family and raises 
seed wheat in Meade County.

He reported average yields up to 30 or 40 
bushels per acre for the late-planted, later ma-
turing varieties, which caught a break at the end 
with a few rain showers. Earlier varieties were 
already done by the time the rain arrived. He 
noted a neighbor had a field that looked great 
from the road but only averaged 18 bushels per 
acre because the heads didn’t fill. Other fields 
in the area are averaging only 10 to 15 bushels 
per acre.

Even with higher commodity prices this year, 
low yields and increased fuel prices are putting 
pressure on farmers in the area. Fuel costs alone 
are up $3 per acre from last year.

While the fields are short and thin and the 
seeds are small, there is some good news. Over-
all, yields are coming in about five bushels per 
acre more than expected for the area. The test 
weights are fantastic, ranging up to 65 pounds 
per bushel, and they’ve had no rust or disease 
pressure this year. Proteins are ranging from 11 
to 15.5 percent.

This year’s harvest will wrap up in only seven 
days because they can move through the fields 
quickly, and no rainfall is in the forecast. They 
are trying to harvest as high as possible on these 
short fields to maximize stubble. Weeds are 
starting to come in, so Ediger emphasized the 
importance of spraying right away to control 
weeds and trying to keep the ground shaded to 
prevent further moisture loss.

Weeds could also be an issue in Ford County 
if a rain shower does pop up. One of the only up-
sides to the drought is that there was not a lot of 
rust in the area, although some farmers did need 
to spray fungicide, according to Mike Schmidt, 
grain division manager at Pride Ag Resources 
in Dodge City. There is also a below-average 
amount of wheat streak mosaic virus, which 
he attributed a lack of volunteer emergence last 
summer due to short moisture availability.

Harvest around Dodge City started on June 

12 and will be completed by July 4. Yields are all 
over the place, ranging from six to 60 bushels 
per acre, depending on if it was summer fallow 
or double-cropped. Overall, he expects the area 
average to be 35 bushels per acre. Proteins are 
averaging 12.0 to 12.9 percent, and test weights 
are staying good at 60-61 pounds per bushel. 
Most area producers looking forward plan to 
stick with their crop rotations, regardless of 
input costs or wheat prices.

Schmidt also noted local elevators are run-
ning with half the normal staff because they 
cannot find anyone to hire, one of the biggest 
challenges right now.

Luke Jaeger, who farms with his brother Matt 
in Clark, Ford and Meade counties, also noted 
concerns with finding truck drivers who can 
legally drive semis and echoed the severity of 
the drought conditions in the region.

Jaeger has been farming near Minneola for 
26 years and said this was the “driest spring 
we’ve ever had.”

More than half of the brothers’ wheat acres 
won’t be harvested at all, appraised at zero to two 
bushels per acre. Summer fallow fields are mak-
ing 25 to 35 bushels per acre, and most continu-
ous wheat won’t be harvested at all. Some fields 
received rain after the wheat was ripe, meaning 
weed pressure is now coming in. Because they 
no-till, the brothers will spray their fields as soon 
as harvest is over to control the weeds.

In Meade County south of Fowler, it’s even 
drier than south of Minneola. Even their irri-
gated wheat is not good, noting hot, dry, wind-
scorched wheat. Proteins are higher than nor-
mal, ranging from 13 to 15 percent.

He said farmers are extremely nervous. Even 
with no crop, they have some safety net provid-
ed by crop insurance. But they’re very worried 
about the skyrocketing costs of inputs and avail-
ability of “what we have to have to grow food.”

He noted worsening rail and supply chain 
issues are creating ripple effects, and their big-
gest challenge is trying to manage chemical and 
fertilizer prices and availability.

“We work really hard to grow a quality prod-
uct and raise the best quality product we can,” 
Jaeger said. “This is done by ‘really listening to 
what your customer wants.’”

The 2022 Harvest Report is brought to you 
by the Kansas Wheat Commission, Kansas As-
sociation of Wheat Growers, and the Kansas 
Grain and Feed Association. To follow along 
with harvest updates on Twitter, use #wheath-
arvest22. Tag us at @kansaswheat on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter to share your harvest 
story and photos.

PAWNEE COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Ice Cream 
Social, Concert 
to be held

SUBMITTED

The Pawnee County Arts Council will bring back its 
annual Ice Cream Social and Band Concert on Sunday, 
June 26. Arts Council Board Members will begin serving 
ice cream and cakes at 7 p.m. on the Court House lawn 
in Pawnee City. Those attending are asked to bring lawn 
chairs or blankets for their comfort.

The Southeast Nebraska Community Band will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. The band always plays a wide variety 
of music from Broadway musicals, patriotic marches, big 
band tunes and polkas.

The Southeast Nebraska Community Band is directed 
by Dennis Ehmke. It has over 50 members from across 
southeast Nebraska and Missouri. They have been play-
ing over 20 years under the sponsorship of the Pawnee 
County Arts Council.

Each season, they book more than 15 concerts in towns 
throughout Southeast Nebraska in addition to their an-
nual River Boat concert and they generally add even more 
concerts to their busy schedule each year.

The Pawnee County Arts Council is offering this pro-
gram to southeast Nebraska as part of the 2022 season of 
programs. Join this worthy group. You may join or renew 
your membership by contacting one of the Arts Council 
board members serving ice cream that evening. Member-
ship in the Arts Council provides funding to help bring 
a broad variety of artistic programs to our community.

The Arts Council recently presented a program by a 
Humanities Nebraska Speaker, Charlotte  Endorff, about 
the North Platte Canteen. In 2021, it co-sponsored two 
programs with the Pawnee County Promotional Network, 
both at the ZCBJ Hall at DuBois. Acclaimed ragtime pia-
nist accompanied silent movies at Silent Movie Night in 
November, and the Czechlanders Orchestra performed 
at Polka Christmas in December.

If you need auxiliary assistance, please contact Sharla 
Cerra, 316-617-3524, by Thursday, June 23. Free will dona-
tions are welcome. In case of rain, the event will be held 
at the Presbyterian Church, 801 G in Pawnee City, Neb.
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opinion

Supporting bone health
June is well known as Dairy 

Month, but how do we keep 
those bones strong through-

out life? Fortunately, some foods 
and activities help with that.

When we think of nutrients 
supporting bone health, our first 
thought is calcium. Calcium is a 
key component to healthy bones, 
but is isn’t the only one. Because 
a number of vitamins and miner-
als team up for strong bones, it 
makes sense to consider the top 
foods that tout a variety of bone-
strengthening nutrients.

These are some foods that sup-
port bone health:

• Dairy products, including 
milk, cheese and yogurt. These 
foods also supply phosphorus, 
another nutrient needed for bone 
health.

• Canned seafood products, 
including salmon, sardines and 
shrimp are good options, as they 
have an even 
higher ca l-
cium content 
than fresh or 
frozen.

•  L e a f y 
greens, espe-
cially spinach, 
bok choy, col-
lard and tur-
nip greens.

• Legumes, seeds, almonds and 
tofu.

Other foods and beverages are 
fortified with calcium and play 
an important role in our total 
intake. Breakfast cereals, juices 
and nut- or seed-based milks of-
ten have calcium added during 

processing, as well as vitamin 
D. That’s important because you 
cannot absorb the calcium you eat 

without enough 
vitamin D.

Your body 
makes vitamin 
D when the sun 
shines directly 
on your skin 
and it only takes 
10-15 minutes of 
sunlight a couple 
of times a week 

to get what you need. As we age, 
our skin gets thinner and less ef-
ficient at synthesizing vitamin D 
from sunlight.

Research continues to evolve on 
how much vitamin D we need and 
for many of us, a supplement is a 
good idea.

Other minerals, like magne-
sium and potassium, help keep 
bones healthy. Magnesium helps 
with your body’s vitamin D bal-
ance and potassium and potas-
sium aids in reducing calcium 
loss from bones. Good sources 
include spinach and other dark 
greens, potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
bananas, legumes, nuts, seeds and 
whole grains.

Protein is another key nutrient 
for bone health at all stages of life. 
Most people, but not everyone, get 
enough. Older adults don’t always 
eat enough protein. If you are con-
sidering eating more protein, con-
sider plant sources too, like nuts 
and beans. They offer calcium as 
well as protein.

Hay harvest plant response

Cool season grass harvest 
began in earnest over the 
past 10 days or so. As this 

next dry spell sets in, there will 
likely be a lot more put up in the 
next 10. 

We think a lot about what we 
can do ahead of the growing sea-
son (fertility, etc.) to encourage 
good growth. We might even put 
some thought in to what is going 
on during the growing season to 
affect growth and final produc-
tion. After harvest, however, it’s 
easy to turn our attention to other 
endeavors and let the plant “do its 
thing.” So…what is that “thing?”

Since the time the grass plant 
put on leaves five and beyond, 
their photosynthesis has been 
working towards continued veg-
etative and then reproductive 
growth. If all the systems work as 
they should, some of that energy 
has been pushed back to the roots 
to replenish energy used during 
early spring growth. This cycle 
is what keeps the plant growing 
year after year.

At harvest, we remove all of the 
green leaf area used for photosyn-

thesis, and force the plant to pull 
from root reserves to put out new 
leaves from the crown and below 
ground tillers. 
Some plants are 
already pushing 
these ti l lers, 
which should 
help to thick-
en the stand a 
little.

If a l l  the 
plant’s energy 
needs are met 
by roots and leaves, the plant con-
tinues its life cycle into fall dor-
mancy, ready to start over again 
next season. If something is out 
of balance – drought stress kept 
plants from growing adequately 
or armyworms remove foliage as 
soon as it regrows, requiring root 
systems to repeatedly regrow new 
leaves – at some point, the plant 
may lack the root energy or top 
growth to keep the cycle moving 
and plants can begin to die. 

Post-harvest has increasingly 
become an important observation 
time for cool season grass stands. 
If heat and dry weather persist, re-

growth could be reduced. If plants 
are defoliated by insect pests, 
or repeated harvests (animal 

or machine), 
t he  p l a nt ’s 
root system 
may not keep 
up with the 
above ground 
requirements 
for regrowth 
and plants can 
die. Be on the 
lookout for 

challenges to the stand now. Ob-
servations post-harvest can help 
us make late summer/early fall 
management decisions to help 
the grass persist, while helping 
explain stand declines.

Squash Bugs 
If you’ve ever dealt with squash 

bugs on pumpkin and squash, 
you know they can be devastat-
ing. Large numbers of the insect 
(often the second generation) suck 
juice from plants, causing them 
to collapse and die. If you’ve got 
squash plants growing, the time 
for control is sooner than later, 
so you can get the first genera-

tion of these grey, shield-shaped 
bugs before the second generation 
causes significant damage.

Because they have a hard body 
at maturity, squash bugs are dif-
ficult to control with insecticides 
unless very small. Scout young 
plants, looking on the underside 
of the leaves for clusters of brick-
red eggs and small green insects 
with black legs. These are the 
nymph stage that will eventually 
become adults (which lay eggs that 
become the second generation).

General use insecticides such as 
permethrin, malathion and me-
thoxychlor (multiple products) 
provide control if a direct applica-
tion is made to young, soft-bodied 
squash bugs. This means you must 
spray or dust the underside of the 
leaves where the insects live. If you 
don’t have too many plants, you 
also can try to remove egg masses 
and discard.

For information on squash 
bug management, including ad-
ditional cultural controls, check 
out https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.
edu/pubs/MF3308.pdf, or request 
a copy from any District Office.

COLUMNS
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We need your home cooked 

Country Favorites
INGREDIENTS:

One down home family favorite recipe

STEPS:
Just submit your favorite home cooked recipes!

We’ll make it, photograph it, and share it with our readers!

Recipes may be submitted via email at recipes@sabethaherald.com | By mail: The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS 66534 
| In Person at: The Sabetha Herald, 1024 Main Street, Sabetha, KS
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STATE OF KANSAS

State Board of Regents freezes tuition for students of state universities 
Submitted

On Wednesday, June 15, the 
Kansas Board of Regents voted 
to hold tuition flat at state univer-
sities during the upcoming school 
year, something they were able to 
do because of the historic level of 
funding provided by the budget 

Governor Laura Kelly signed in 
May. As part of her budget, Gov-
ernor Kelly restored university 
funding to pre-pandemic levels to 
enable state universities to freeze 
tuition and knock down barriers 
to higher education.

“I’m pleased that my call to 

freeze tuition at state universities 
has been taken up, especially as 
pandemic-induced inflation im-
pacts the lives of Kansan students 
and their families,” Governor Kel-
ly said. “Continuing the streak of 
low-to-no tuition growth under 
my Administration ensures our 

state can maintain its workforce 
pipeline and keep higher educa-
tion degrees attainable.”

To make this possible, Gover-
nor Kelly worked with the Kan-
sas Board of Regents and State 
Universities to secure $37.5 mil-
lion that restores their funding 

and freezes tuition. Additionally, 
Governor Kelly delivered over 
$1 billion in funding for higher 
education — a historic and un-
paralleled investment in our state 
universities, community and tech-
nical colleges, and private insti-
tutions. These investments will 

make postsecondary education 
more accessible for all Kansans 
and advance the state’s economic 
prosperity. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

EPA announces new drinking water health advisories
Submitted

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) released 
four drinking water health advi-
sories for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) in the latest ac-
tion under President Biden’s ac-
tion plan to deliver clean water 
and Administrator Regan’s PFAS 
Strategic Roadmap. EPA also an-
nounced that it is inviting states 
and territories to apply for $1 
billion – the first of $5 billion in 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
grant funding – to address PFAS 
and other emerging contaminants 
in drinking water, specifically in 
small or disadvantaged communi-
ties. These actions build on EPA’s 
progress to safeguard communi-
ties from PFAS pollution and 
scientifically inform upcoming 
efforts, including EPA’s forthcom-
ing proposed National Primary 
Drinking Water Regulation for 
PFOA and PFOS, which EPA will 
release in the fall of 2022. 

“People on the front-lines of 
PFAS contamination have suf-
fered for far too long. That’s why 
EPA is taking aggressive action as 
part of a whole-of-government ap-
proach to prevent these chemicals 
from entering the environment 
and to help protect concerned 
families from this pervasive chal-
lenge,” said EPA Administrator 
Michael S. Regan. “Thanks to 
President Biden’s Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law, we are also in-
vesting $1 billion to reduce PFAS 
and other emerging contaminants 
in drinking water.”

“Today’s actions highlight 
EPA’s commitment to use the best 
available science to tackle PFAS 
pollution, protect public health, 
and provide critical information 

quickly and transparently,” said 
EPA Assistant Administrator 
for Water Radhika Fox. “EPA is 
also demonstrating its commit-
ment to harmonize policies that 
strengthen public health protec-
tions with infrastructure funding 
to help communities — especially 
disadvantaged communities — 
deliver safe water.” 

Assistant Administrator Fox 
announced these actions at the 
third National PFAS Conference 
in Wilmington, N.C.

$1 BILLION IN 
BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE    
LAW FUNDING

As part of a government-wide 
effort to confront PFAS pollu-
tion, EPA is making available $1 
billion in grant funding through 
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law to help communi-
ties that are on the frontlines of 
PFAS contamination, the first of 
$5 billion through the Law that 
can be used to reduce PFAS in 
drinking water in communities 
facing disproportionate impacts. 
These funds can be used in small 
or disadvantaged communities to 
address emerging contaminants 
like PFAS in drinking water 
through actions such as technical 
assistance, water quality testing, 
contractor training, and instal-
lation of centralized treatment 
technologies and systems. 

EPA will be reaching out to 
states and territories with infor-
mation on how to submit their 
letter of intent to participate in 
this new grant program. EPA will 
also consult with Tribes and Alas-
kan Native Villages regarding the 
Tribal set-aside for this grant pro-

gram. This funding complements 
$3.4 billion in funding that is go-
ing through the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Funds (SRFs) and 
$3.2 billion through the Clean 
Water SRFs that can also be used 
to address PFAS in water this year. 

LIFETIME DRINKING 
WATER HEALTH 
ADVISORIES FOR     
FOUR PFAS

The agency is releasing PFAS 
health advisories in light of newly 
available science and in accor-
dance with EPA’s responsibility 
to protect public health. These 
advisories indicate the level of 
drinking water contamination 
below which adverse health effects 
are not expected to occur. Health 
advisories provide technical in-
formation that federal, state, and 
local officials can use to inform 
the development of monitoring 
plans, investments in treatment 
solutions, and future policies to 
protect the public from PFAS ex-
posure.

EPA’s lifetime health advisories 
identify levels to protect all peo-
ple, including sensitive popula-
tions and life stages, from adverse 
health effects resulting from a life-
time of exposure to these PFAS 
in drinking water. EPA’s lifetime 
health advisories also take into 
account other potential sources 
of exposure to these PFAS beyond 
drinking water (for example, food, 
air, consumer products, etc.), 
which provides an additional layer 
of protection.

EPA is issuing interim, updated 
drinking water health advisories 
for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 
and perf luorooctane sulfonic 
acid (PFOS) that replace those 

EPA issued in 2016. The updated 
advisory levels, which are based 
on new science and consider life-
time exposure, indicate that some 
negative health effects may occur 
with concentrations of PFOA or 
PFOS in water that are near zero 
and below EPA’s ability to detect 
at this time. The lower the level 
of PFOA and PFOS, the lower the 
risk to public health. EPA recom-
mends states, Tribes, territories, 
and drinking water utilities that 
detect PFOA and PFOS take steps 
to reduce exposure. Most uses of 
PFOA and PFOS were voluntarily 
phased out by U.S. manufactur-
ers, although there are a limited 
number of ongoing uses, and these 
chemicals remain in the environ-
ment due to their lack of degrada-
tion.

For the first time, EPA is issuing 
final health advisories for perfluo-
robutane sulfonic acid and its po-
tassium salt (PFBS) and for hexa-
fluoropropylene oxide (HFPO) 
dimer acid and its ammonium salt 
(“GenX” chemicals). In chemi-
cal and product manufacturing, 
GenX chemicals are considered a 
replacement for PFOA, and PFBS 
is considered a replacement for 
PFOS. The GenX chemicals and 
PFBS health advisory levels are 
well above the level of detection, 
based on risk analyses in recent 
scientific studies.

The agency’s new health adviso-
ries provide technical information 
that federal, state and local agen-
cies can use to inform actions to 
address PFAS in drinking water, 
including water quality monitor-
ing, optimization of existing tech-
nologies that reduce PFAS, and 
strategies to reduce exposure to 
these substances. EPA encourages 

states, Tribes, territories, drink-
ing water utilities and commu-
nity leaders that find PFAS in their 
drinking water to take steps to 
inform residents, undertake ad-
ditional monitoring to assess the 
level, scope, and source of con-
tamination, and examine steps to 
reduce exposure. Individuals con-
cerned about levels of PFAS found 
in their drinking water should 
consider actions that may reduce 
exposure, including installing a 
home or point of use filter.

NEXT STEPS
EPA is moving forward with 

proposing a PFAS National 
Drinking Water Regulation in 
fall 2022. As EPA develops this 
proposed rule, the agency is also 
evaluating additional PFAS be-
yond PFOA and PFOS and con-
sidering actions to address groups 
of PFAS. The interim health ad-
visories will provide guidance to 
states, Tribes, and water systems 
for the period prior to the regula-
tion going into effect. 

The EPA’s work to identify and 
confront the risks that PFAS pose 
to human health and the environ-
ment is a key component in the 
Biden-Harris Administration 
whole-of-government approach 
to confronting these emerging 
contaminants. This strategy in-
cludes steps by the Food and Drug 
Administration to increase testing 
for PFAS in food and packaging, 
by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to help dairy farmers ad-
dress contamination of livestock, 
and by the Department of Defense 
to clean-up contaminated military 
installations and the elimination 
of unnecessary PFAS uses. 

To receive grant funding 

through the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, states and territo-
ries should submit a letter of intent 
by Aug. 15. 

To provide the public with more 
information about these actions, 
EPA will be hosting a webinar 
at 12 p.m. Eastern on Thursday, 
June 23. 

PFAS STRATEGIC 
ROADMAP 

These actions achieve another 
key commitment as the agency 
implements the October 2021 
PFAS Strategic Roadmap. Under 
the Roadmap, EPA is working 
across the agency to protect the 
public from the health impacts 
of PFAS. EPA has undertaken a 
number of actions to deliver prog-
ress on PFAS including: 

• Issuing the fifth Unregulated 
Contaminant Monitoring Rule to 
improve EPA’s understanding of 
the frequency that 29 PFAS are 
found in the nation’s drinking 
water systems and at what levels. 

• Issuing the first Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act PFAS test 
order under the National PFAS 
Testing Strategy; 

• Adding five PFAS to EPA’s 
contaminated site cleanup tables; 

• Publishing draft aquatic life 
water quality criteria for PFOA 
and PFOS; 

• Issuing a memo to proactively 
address PFAS in Clean Water Act 
permitting; and

• Publishing a new draft total 
adsorbable f luorine wastewater 
method. 


