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U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

FDA authorizes emergency 
use of Novavax COVID-19 
Vaccine,Adjuvanted

 SUBMITTED

The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion issued an emergency use authoriza-
tion (EUA) for the Novavax COVID-19 
Vaccine, Adjuvanted for the prevention 
of COVID-19 caused by severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2) in individuals 18 years 
of age and older. 

“Authorizing an additional COV-
ID-19 vaccine expands the available 
vaccine options for the prevention of 
COVID-19, including the most se-
vere outcomes that can occur such as 
hospitalization and death,” said FDA 
Commissioner Robert M. Califf, M.D. 
“Today’s authorization offers adults 
in the United States who have not yet 
received a COVID-19 vaccine another 
option that meets the FDA’s rigorous 
standards for safety, effectiveness and 
manufacturing quality needed to sup-
port emergency use authorization. CO-
VID-19 vaccines remain the best pre-
ventive measure against severe disease 
caused by COVID-19 and I encourage 
anyone who is eligible for, but has not 
yet received a COVID-19 vaccine, to 
consider doing so.”

The FDA has determined that the 
Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, Adju-
vanted has met the statutory criteria for 
issuance of an EUA. The data support 
that the known and potential benefits 
of the vaccine outweigh its known and 
potential risks in people 18 years of age 
and older, and that this vaccine may be 
effective in preventing COVID-19. In 
making this determination, the FDA 
can assure the public and medical com-
munity that a thorough analysis and 
evaluation of the available safety and 
effectiveness data and manufacturing 
information have been conducted.

The Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Adjuvanted is administered as a two-
dose primary series, three weeks apart. 
The vaccine contains the SARS-CoV-2 
spike protein and Matrix-M adjuvant. 
Adjuvants are incorporated into some 
vaccines to enhance the immune re-
sponse of the vaccinated individual. 
The spike protein in this vaccine is 
produced in insect cells; the Matrix 
M-adjuvant contains saponin extracts 
from the bark of the Soapbark tree that 
is native to Chile. 

“After a comprehensive analysis and 
evaluation of the data, and assessment 
of the manufacturing processes and 
information, as well as input from the 
FDA’s committee of external indepen-
dent advisors, the FDA’s medical and 
scientific experts have determined that 
the vaccine meets the FDA’s high stan-
dards for safety and effectiveness for 

emergency use authorization,” said Pe-
ter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., director of the 
FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation 
and Research. “Novavax COVID-19 
Vaccine, Adjuvanted provides another 
alternative for adults and adds another 
vaccine to the COVID-19 vaccine sup-
ply for the United States. The American 
public can trust that this vaccine, like 
all vaccines that are used in the United 
States, has undergone the FDA’s rigor-
ous and comprehensive scientific and 
regulatory review.”

FDA EVALUATION               
OF AVAILABLE 
EFFECTIVENESS DATA 

The vaccine was assessed in an ongo-
ing randomized, blinded, placebo-con-
trolled study conducted in the United 
States and Mexico. The effectiveness 
of the vaccine was assessed in clinical 
trial participants 18 years of age and 
older who did not have evidence of 
SARS-CoV-2 infection through six 
days after receiving the second vaccine 
dose. Among these participants, ap-
proximately 17,200 received the vaccine 
and approximately 8,300 received saline 
placebo. Overall, the vaccine was 90.4 
percent effective in preventing mild, 
moderate or severe COVID-19, with 
17 cases of COVID-19 occurring in 
the vaccine group and 79 cases in the 
placebo group. No cases of moderate 
or severe COVID-19 were reported in 
participants who received the vaccine, 
compared with nine cases of moderate 
COVID-19 and four cases of severe CO-
VID-19 reported in placebo recipients. 
In the subset of participants 65 years 
of age and older, the vaccine was 78.6 
percent effective. The clinical trial was 
conducted prior to the emergence of 
delta and omicron variants.

FDA EVALUATION OF 
AVAILABLE SAFETY DATA

The safety of the vaccine was assessed 
in approximately 26,000 clinical trial 
participants who received the vaccine 
and approximately 25,000 who received 
placebo. The most commonly reported 
side effects by vaccine recipients in-
cluded pain/tenderness, redness and 
swelling at the injection site, fatigue, 
muscle pain, headache, joint pain, nau-
sea/vomiting and fever. Approximately 
21,000 vaccine recipients had at least 
two months of safety follow-up after 
their second dose.

The Fact Sheet for Healthcare Pro-
viders Administering Vaccine (Vac-
cination Providers) includes a warning 
that clinical trial data provide evidence 
for increased risks of myocarditis (in-
flammation of the heart muscle) and 

pericarditis (inflammation of tissue 
surrounding the heart) following ad-
ministration of Novavax COVID-19 
Vaccine, Adjuvanted. The Fact Sheet 
for Recipients and Caregivers informs 
that in most people who have had myo-
carditis or pericarditis after receiving 
the vaccine, symptoms began within 
10 days following vaccination and that 
vaccine recipients should seek medical 
attention right away if they experience 
any of the following symptoms after 
vaccination: chest pain, shortness of 
breath, feelings of having a fast-beating, 
fluttering or pounding heart.

As part of this authorization, it is 
mandatory for the company, Novavax 
Inc., and vaccination providers to re-
port the following to the Vaccine Ad-
verse Event Reporting System (VAERS): 
serious adverse events, cases of Multi-
system Inflammatory Syndrome and 
cases of COVID-19 that result in hos-
pitalization or death. 

It is also mandatory for vaccination 
providers to report all vaccine adminis-
tration errors to VAERS for which they 
become aware and for Novavax Inc. to 
include a summary and analysis of all 
identified vaccine administration errors 
in monthly safety reports submitted to 
the FDA.

The FDA has evaluated the phar-
macovigilance plan submitted by the 
company to monitor the safety of No-
vavax COVID-19 Vaccine, Adjuvanted 
as it will be used under EUA to ensure 
that any safety concerns are identified 
and evaluated in a timely manner. As 
a condition of authorization, the com-
pany will conduct studies to further 
assess its safety, including studies to 
further assess the risks of myocarditis 
and pericarditis.

In addition, the FDA and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion have several systems in place to 
continually monitor COVID-19 vaccine 
safety and allow for the timely detection 
and investigation of potential safety 
concerns.

The FDA also expects Novavax Inc. 
to continue their clinical trials to ob-
tain additional safety and effectiveness 
data and pursue approval (licensure). 
The EUA was issued to Novavax Inc. 
The authorization will be effective un-
til the declaration that circumstances 
exist justifying the authorization of the 
emergency use of drugs and biologics 
for prevention and treatment of CO-
VID-19 is terminated. The EUA may 
be revised or revoked if it is determined 
the EUA no longer meets the statutory 
criteria for issuance.

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

Energy Smart Kansas website launched
SUBMITTED

The Kansas Corporation Commis-
sion (KCC) recently launched Energy 
Smart Kansas, a website devoted to 
helping shape the future of energy 
efficiency opportunities in the state. 
Kansans are invited to provide feedback 
about the types of programs and poten-
tial rebates they are interested in. They 
will also find information on current 
state and federal offerings.

The creation of Energy Smart Kan-
sas is a direct result of efforts by the 
Kansas Energy Office — funded by the 
Department of Energy — through the 
Kansas Corporation Commission, to 
engage Kansans in the conversation and 
promote awareness of the ways energy 
efficiency can save energy and money.

With record-high temperatures and 
rising energy costs, Kansans are look-
ing for ways to combat high energy bills 
this summer. The KCC is calling on all 

Kansans to share their feedback on how 
energy efficiency can help provide solu-
tions for their energy needs and equip 
them with the tools to save money and 
energy in their homes and workplaces.

As the KCC continues to explore 
possibilities for new energy efficiency 
incentives, Kansans can learn how to 
start saving energy and money today 
and show their support for additional 
offerings by visiting www.EnergySmart-
Kansas.org. 

STATE OF KANSAS

Panasonic Energy     
to build electric   
vehicle battery plant

SUBMITTED

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly an-
nounced that Panasonic Energy Co., 
Ltd., plans to build one of the largest 
electric vehicle (EV) battery manufac-
turing facilities of its kind in the Unit-
ed States in Kansas. Pending approval 
by Panasonic Holdings Corporation 
Board of Directors, the company has 
identified a site in De Soto for the po-
tential project.

The planned project is expected to 
create up to 4,000 new jobs and result 
in an investment of up to $4 billion. 
The development will have ripple ef-
fects throughout the regional and state 
economy, supporting an estimated 
4,000 additional jobs created by sup-
pliers and community businesses and 
16,500 construction jobs as cited in an 
independent Wichita State University 
economic impact study.

“As the largest private investment in 
Kansas history and one of the largest 
EV battery manufacturing plants of its 
kind in the country, this project will be 
transformative for our state’s economy, 
providing in total 8,000 high-quality 
jobs that will help more Kansans create 
better lives for themselves and their 
children,” Kelly said. “Winning this 
project shows that Kansas has what it 
takes to compete on a global scale – 
and that our pro-business climate is 
driving the technological innovation 
needed to achieve a more prosperous 
and sustainable future.”

This planned state-of-the-art facil-
ity will create and supply lithium-ion 
batteries and accelerate the future of 
electric vehicle innovation on a global 
scale. Panasonic Energy’s current U.S. 
battery manufacturing operation has 
shipped more than six billion EV bat-
tery cells. Panasonic Energy plans to 
expand its production of EV batteries 
as the automotive industry shifts to 
more sustainable electric technolo-
gies. The proposed development would 
boost the regional economy, creating 
opportunities for suppliers and com-
munity businesses.

“With the increased electrification 
of the automotive market, expand-
ing battery production in the U.S. is 
critical to help meet demand,” said 
Kazuo Tadanobu, President, CEO of 
Panasonic Energy. “Given our leading 
technology and depth of experience, 
we aim to continue driving growth of 
the lithium-ion battery industry and 
accelerating towards a net-zero emis-
sions future.”

Lieutenant Governor and Com-
merce Secretary David Toland noted 
competition for this milestone project 
was strong and required a coordinated 
effort from the state. A key component 
of that undertaking was the enactment 
of the bipartisan Attracting Power-
ful Economic Expansion (APEX) Act 
earlier this year.

“Once Governor Kelly signed APEX 
into law,” Toland said, “the state gained 
the necessary economic development 
tool to pursue megaprojects that could 
transform the Kansas economy. Pana-
sonic recognized Kansas as not just a 
contender, but as the ideal partner for 
this revolutionary project.”

Panasonic Energy selected Kansas 
due to its business-friendly climate, 
robust talent pool and workforce skill-
set, support of technology innovation, 
strong transportation infrastructure, 
and central location. This builds on 
Kansas City’s legacy manufacturing 
and automotive industry strengths.

“With this major development, Kan-
sas is being recognized around the 
world for our talented workforce, inno-
vative environment and quality of life,” 
said U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (Kan.). 
“Panasonic will bring thousands of 
good-paying, high-quality jobs to our 
state which will be a massive economic 
benefit for local businesses and our 
communities for decades to come. 
With the goal of making Kansas a 
destination for industry, defense, edu-

cation, science, technology, engineer-
ing and innovation, we will keep our 
students, their knowledge and intellect 
in Kansas.”

Kansas has an established battery 
manufacturing sector with seven 
establishments employing approxi-
mately 1,300 individuals. The state 
was ranked second in the nation for 
employment and wage concentration 
in the sector in 2021. With the oppor-
tunity to potentially add an additional 
4,000 jobs, this deal will make Kansas 
an industry leader at a time when the 
sector is predicted to grow at an an-
nualized rate of 2.4 percent.

“Kansas is proving itself to be an at-
tractive place where entrepreneurs can 
unleash innovation and create jobs,” 
said Senator Ty Masterson, President 
of the Kansas Senate. “The Panasonic 
announcement shows that attraction 
is global.”

“When the Kansas Legislature 
passed the APEX legislation, this was 
the kind of megaproject we had in 
mind,” said Representative Ron Ryck-
man, Speaker of the Kansas House of 
Representatives.

“On behalf of the City Council and 
the community, I am thrilled to wel-
come Panasonic Energy to De Soto. 
The scale of Panasonic Energy’s invest-
ment in our community will usher in 
unprecedented generational economic 
prosperity for the state and region,” 
said De Soto Mayor Rick Walker. “We 
are honored to be part of it.”

The Kansas City region is the third 
fastest-growing tech market in the U.S. 
and is a nucleus of engineering, tech-
nology and automotive manufacturing 
expertise. With a strong talent pipeline 
and cutting-edge training programs, 
the Kansas City market employs nearly 
21,000 workers who contribute to the 
$19 billion KC transportation manu-
facturing industry.

“Panasonic Energy made the right 
choice to select the Kansas City re-
gion due to our market’s strengths in 
EV and tech innovation,” said Tim 
Cowden, President and CEO of the 
Kansas City Area Development Coun-
cil. “This announcement, alongside 
FIFA’s selection of KC as 2026 World 
Cup host city, our new single-terminal 
airport coming online and global tech 
companies investing in the market, re-
inforces the transformational success 
our region is having on a global scale.”

“The electric vehicle industry is ex-
pected to grow eight times its size in 
less than 10 years, which is an incred-
ible opportunity for states, communi-
ties and energy partners to support 
leading, innovative technology com-
panies,” said David Campbell, Presi-
dent and CEO of Evergy. “On behalf 
of our region’s business community, 
we are very excited to welcome Pana-
sonic Energy to Kansas and the Kansas 
City Region, and we look forward to 
supporting your long-term success.”

The following organizations sup-
ported the recruitment of Panasonic 
Energy to Kansas: Kansas Department 
of Commerce; Kansas Department of 
Transportation; Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment; Kansas 
Department of Children and Fami-
lies; the Honorable Rahm Emanuel, 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan; the U.S. 
Embassy to Tokyo; Kansas Children’s 
Cabinet and Trust Fund; City of De 
Soto; De Soto Economic Development 
Council; Evergy; Sunflower Develop-
ment Group; KC SmartPort; Johnson 
County Community College; Kansas 
City, Kansas Community College; 
Peaslee Tech; University of Kansas; 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation; 
and Kansas City Area Development 
Council.

To learn more about the project, 
its economic impact and incentives 
package, read a one-pager at https://
governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/07/FINAL-ONE-PAGER-
OCEAN.pdf.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Stream advisory issued for                  
a tributary south of Barnes

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) has issued 
a stream advisory for an unnamed 
tributary of Fancy Creek North Branch 
where it crosses under All American 
Road near First Road in Washington 
County to Fancy Creek North Branch 
in Riley County. The stream advisory 
is a result of application of wastewater 

during a period of high rainfall from 
a confined animal feeding operation 
(CAFO). The CAFO, Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks and Kansas 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment are working to address the issue.

Potential elevated bacteria and con-
taminants may be present in the inter-
mittent stream and unnamed tributary 
to Fancy Creek. If you live or have ac-
tivities near this stream near these loca-

tions, do not enter the stream or allow 
children or pets to enter the stream.

Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment will rescind the advisory 
once water samples show no health risk 
and water contact has been deemed safe.

For further information, please con-
tact the Livestock Waste Management 
Section, Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment at 785-296-0076.
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Still recovering – armyworms 2021

About this time last sum-
mer, the first reports of 
fall armyworms started 

rolling in. Let’s hope 2022 is a 
much less damaging year, be-
cause many are still recovering 
from 2021.

If your hay stands never recov-
ered from last summer’s feeding 
and now you’re giving though to 
reseeding brome, start planning 
now. Fall is the preferred seed-
ing window for cool season for-
ages with plantings recommended 
from mid-August until mid-late 
September.

Start with a soil sample if you 
don’t have a recent one. If amend-
ments are needed, apply prior 
to planting if possible. This is 
especially true if lime is recom-
mended.

Evaluate weed pressure. Estab-
lished plants will tend to have a 
competitive advantage over new 
seedlings, so elimination of exist-
ing vegetation via tillage or herbi-
cides should be considered. When 
applying herbicides, use products 
that will allow planting in a timely 
manner. Some broadleaf herbi-
cides require a replanting interval 

of a couple weeks or longer, po-
tentially pushing you later than 
desired in to the planting win-
dow (see this 
list for some 
rest r ic t ions: 
https://webapp.
agron.ksu.edu/
a g r _ s o c i a l /
ar t ic le_new/
herbicides-for-
d a m a g e d -
b r om e - h ay -
fields-479-2). 
For best results, weeds need to be 
actively growing, meaning mois-
ture is important.

A nurse crop like wheat is often 
considered to help protect highly 
erodible soils while providing a 
potential forage crop in newly 
seeded areas the following spring. 
Avoid high seeding rates of nurse 
crops and choose wisely. Some 
commonly used winter cereals 
at high seeding rates may keep 
brome from establishing well as 
they take up nutrients and use 
moisture.

Seeding rates are based on the 
amount of pure live seed (PLS), so 
a germination test will be key to 

knowing how much seed we can 
expect to sprout and grow. Seed-
ing rates for well-prepared seed 

beds are in the 
12-15 pounds 
PLS per acre 
range whi le 
poor seedbeds 
will likely ben-
efit from seed-
ing rates closer 
to 20 pounds 
PLS. Drilling is 
recommended 

over broadcasting to increase 
chances of successful establish-
ment (broadcast applications 
also require higher seeding rates 
than drilled). Plant at a quarter 
to a half inch deep or cover seed 
only slightly. 

Weather is still going to dictate 
our success, but a good reseed-
ing plan should begin sooner than 
later. For more seeding informa-
tion, see the KSU Smooth Brome 
Production and Utilization publi-
cation at https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.
edu/pubs/c402.pdf, or any District 
Office.

Blister Beetles

Lot of other insects get a lot of 
attention in the summer – Japa-
nese beetles and Green June bee-
tles are both bright colored and 
do a lot of damage. One that’s 
more hidden – but still does a lot 
of damage by quickly stripping 
vegetables (especially tomatoes) 
– is the blister beetle.

There are several species, most 
a half to three quarters of an 
inch long coming in black, gray 
or brown striped. What makes 
them instantly recognizable is 
their elongated, narrow, cylindri-
cal, soft bodies with middle body 
part (thorax) narrower than the 
head or wing covers.

If removing them from plants 
by hand, wear gloves. As their 
name implies, they emit an irri-
tant capable of blistering internal 
and external body tissues exposed 
to the chemical.

If populations are large, con-
sider chemical controls using 
products containing cyfluthrin or 
permethrin. Many products have 
a zero-day waiting period on to-
matoes, but always read and follow 
product labels prior to application.

Tomato cracking

Tomatoes often have 
problems with cracking 
caused by pressure inside 

the fruit that is more than the skin 
can handle. Cracks are usually on 
the upper part of the fruit and can 
be concentric (in concentric cir-
cles around the stem) or radial (ra-
diating from the stem). We don’t 
know everything about cracking, 
but here is what we do know.

Tomatoes have a root system 
that is very dense and fibrous 
and is quite efficient in picking 
up water. Unfortunately, the root 
system can become unbalanced 
with the top of the plant. Early 
in the season it may be small in 

relation to the top growth result-
ing in blossom-end rot during 
hot dry weather. Later, it may 
be so efficient 
that it provides 
too much water 
when we get 
rain or irrigate 
heavily after a 
dry spell. This 
quick influx of 
water can cause 
the tomato fruit 
to crack.

Therefore, even consistent wa-
tering can help with cracking. 
Mulching will also help because 
it moderates moisture levels in the 

soil. However, you can do every-
thing right and still have problems 
with cracking in some years.

We  h a v e 
evaluated vari-
eties for crack-
ing during our 
tomato trials at 
K-State. It takes 
several years 
worth of data 
to get a good 
feel for crack-
resistant variet-

ies but we have found some real 
differences. Some varieties crack 
under about any condition and 
others are much more resistant.

The difference seems to be pli-
ability of skin rather than thick-
ness — the more pliable the skin 
the more resistance to cracking.

The old variety Jet Star has been 
the most crack resistant of any we 
have tested including the newer 
types. Unfortunately, Jet Star is 
an indeterminate variety that puts 
out rampant growth.

Newer varieties with more con-
trolled growth are often more at-
tractive to gardeners. Mountain 
Spring, Mountain Pride, Moun-
tain Fresh, Floralina and Sun 
Leaper are smaller-vined types 
that have shown good resistance 
to cracking.

Ammoniating low quality forages

I’ve heard local hay reports 
recently ranging from “best 
we’ve had” to “half as much 

as last year.” Anyone following the 
Kansas Direct Hay Report, knows 
that volume has remained high 
and prices strong. Recent rains 
have been helpful to extend for-
age production, but the predicted 
stretch of hot, dry weather could 
change things rapidly. Today, let’s 
take a look at an option that may, 
or may not, make sense for live-
stock producers to explore to feed 
ruminants. 

Ammoniating low quality for-
ages can make some really decent 
feed, making use of feedstuffs that 
might otherwise go unused, due to 
bulkiness, low protein and energy 
levels. Although we don’t sit in the 
wheat capital of Kansas, wheat 
and other cereal grain straw is 
a classic go-to for ammoniation. 
Right now, straw tends to be more 
available out of the field. Really 
any forage less than five percent 
crude protein and 45 percent total 
digestible nutrients (TDN) on a 
dry matter basis, are candidates 
for ammonia treatment. Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP) 
hay might be another example, if 
low quality. 

While it can be time consum-
ing, labor intensive and requires 
close monitoring during the pro-

cess; ammoniation can create a 
feedstuff that rivals good quality 
grass hay. Ammoniation increases 
the digestibility 
of crop residues 
by breaking 
lignin-cellulose 
bonds in plant 
fiber. 

Dr y mat-
ter digestion 
(TDN) typi-
cally increases 
eight to 15 per-
centage units. Feed intake can be 
boosted 15 to 20 percent or more 
because of improved forage di-
gestibility and increased rate of 
passage through the digestive 
tract. Typically, you can expect 
crude protein content of the low-
quality forage to double. Ammo-
niating using a rate of three per-
cent, which equates to 60 pounds 
of ammonia per ton of dry matter 
forage, will yield the expected re-
sults. 

What do you need to consider 
to see if this is an option for your 
operation? You first need a source 
of low-quality forage. Next, the 
bales need to be stacked (three by 
two round bale pyramids are com-
mon) on a level, firm, tight, soil 
surface and then covered with six 
to eight mil black plastic, sealing 
the edges with at least 12 inches of 

soil. It is best to leave a few inches 
between pyramids to help with the 
treatment process. 

It wi l l be 
critical to keep 
the plastic se-
cure and free 
of punctures, to 
hold the ammo-
nia. Finally, the 
ammonia (NH3 
a readily avail-
able source) is 
slowly released 

into the stack over a period of 
several hours. This is best accom-
plished with a pipe or hose system 
that evenly distributes the NH3 
through the middle of the covered 
stack. The full ammoniation pro-
cess can take a few days, to weeks, 
depending on the temperature. 
Safety around NH3 is of the ut-
most importance and discussed 
in the resources mentioned later. 

So, does it make economic sense 
to do all this work? If higher qual-
ity forage is readily available, it 
may be the more logical choice, 
but even in today’s higher priced 
NH3 environment, ammoniation 
may still pencil out. Here’s a quick 
example using the July 12 Kansas 
Hay Market report. Good quality 
brome hay (assuming nine per-
cent crude protein and 56 percent 
TDN) sold for $140 per ton. Straw 

traded at $90 per ton. Work out of 
Nebraska estimates that total cost 
of NH3 at $800 per ton, plastic, 
equipment use, labor and miscel-
laneous fees equals about $40 per 
ton. 

That said, there is an economic 
advantage to ammoniated straw at 
roughly $130/ton. Of course, this 
is just an example and many fac-
tors go into making this decision 
on your operation, but it might 
just be worth pushing the pencil 
in times of short available hay and 
other forage supply.

Research conducted by K-State 
in 2014 (of which Meadowlark 
District was a part of) looked at 
a half rate of NH3, 1.5 percent, 
with favorable results nearly that 
of a full rate in increased digest-
ibility and crude protein, it can 
be reviewed at http://hdl.handle.
net/2097/17779.

Through that study, we have an 
ammonia distribution manifold 
available for checkout through our 
offices, please let us know if you’re 
interested in renting this tool. Re-
sources can be found in the KSU 
Forage Facts Notebook at https://
www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/
s115.pdf, and a video of the pro-
cess can be viewed at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=-JtjJb-umpk. 
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Health advisories for lakes due to blue-green algae
Submitted

The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health ad-
visories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae. 

A harmful algal bloom (HAB) 
may look like foam, scum or paint 
floating on the water and be col-
ored blue, bright green, brown or 
red. Blooms can develop rapidly; 
if the water appears suspicious 
or there is decaying algae on the 
shore, avoid contact and keep 
dogs away. These toxins can be 
absorbed by ingestion, inhalation 
of aerosols and even skin contact. 
Symptoms vary depending upon 
the type of exposure (e.g. direct 
contact, ingestion, inhalation) 
but can include rash, vomiting, 
diarrhea, fever, sore throat, and 
headache. If you, or your dog, 
come into contact with algae rinse 
the area with clean, fresh water. 
Suspected HAB-related health in-
cidents, whether human or ani-
mal, regardless of season, should 
be reported at https://www.kdhe.

ks.gov/1163. 

ACTIVE ADVISORIES 
Hazard
• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary 

and Clay County
Warning 
• Ford County Lake, Ford 

County
• Gathering Pond, Geary 

County 
• Hain SFL, Ford County (Add-

ed on July 14)
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline Coun-

ty 
• Lake Scott State Park, Scott 

County 
•Lake Tanko (Cherryvale City 

Lake), Montgomery County 
(Added on July 14)

• Marion Reservoir, Marion 
County 

• Milford Lake Zone A 
• Norton Lake, Norton County 
• Pomona Lake, Osage County 
Watch
• Carbondale City Lake (Strow-

bridge), Osage County 
• Crystal Lake, Anderson 

County (Lowered on July 14)
• Lake Shawnee, Shawnee 

County 
• Lenexa City Lake, Johnson 

County (Added on July 14)
• Louisburg Old Lake (City 

Lake), Miami County (Added 
on July 14)

• Melvern Outlet (River) Pond, 
Osage County (Added on July 14)

• Milford Lake Zone B, Geary 
County

Lifted
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 

County 
• Garnett Lake (north), Ander-

son County
• Melvern Lake, Osage County 
• Parsons Lake, Neosho County 
• Riggs Park Lake, Sedgwick 

County 
A Hazard status indicates a 

harmful algal bloom is present, 
and extreme conditions exist.

• Signage should be posted at 
all public access locations.

• It is recommended that ei-
ther a portion of the lake or the 
entire lake or zone, be closed to 
the public.

• Recreation is discouraged in 
the lake or zone, including, at lake 
manager direction, closing the 

lake or zone to the public. 
• In some cases, the adjacent 

shoreland should be avoided or 
closed as well. Actual setback 
distances will be determined on 
a site-specific basis, if necessary.

A Warning status indicates that 
conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. 

When a warning is issued, 
KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken: 

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock. 

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never 
be consumed by humans. 

• Water contact should be 
avoided. 

• Fish may be eaten if they 
are rinsed with clean water and 
only the fillet portion is con-
sumed, while all other parts are 
discarded. 

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae. 

• If lake water contacts skin, 
wash with clean water as soon as 
possible. 

• Avoid areas of visible algae 

accumulation. 
A Watch status means that 

blue-green algae have been de-
tected and a harmful algal bloom 
is present or likely to develop. 
People are encouraged to avoid 
areas of algae accumulation and 
keep pets and livestock away from 
the water. 

During the watch status, 
KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken: 

• Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations. 

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals. 

• Avoid areas of algae accumu-
lation and do not let people/pets 
eat dried algae or drink contami-
nated water. 

• Swimming, wading, skiing 
and jet skiing are discouraged 
near visible blooms. 

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. 
Avoid direct contact with water, 
and wash with clean water after 
any contact. 

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only. 

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 
receives reports of potential algae 
blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful condi-
tions. 

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
f loating blue-green clumps or 
filaments in the water, or if the 
water is an opaque green, avoid 
contact and keep pets away. These 
are indications that a harmful 
bloom may be present. Pet owners 
should be aware that animals that 
swim in or drink water affected 
by a harmful algal bloom or eat 
dried algae along the shore may 
become seriously ill or die. 

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/HAB.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PARKS

Application period open for fall,                                
winter hunting opportunities

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) is 
currently accepting applications 
for 2022-23 “Special Hunts” – 
hunts conducted on lands not 
normally open to unrestricted 
hunting, which include select 
KDWP-managed properties, ref-
uges, Walk-in Hunting Access 
areas (WIHA), city and county 
properties, and other locations. 
KDWP’s Special Hunts also lim-
it the number of participants to 
ensure a quality experience or 
to achieve specific management 
goals, such as herd reduction.

This fall and winter, more than 

370 special hunting opportuni-
ties will be held on the following 
properties:

• 21 – KDWP Wildlife Areas
• 6 – Kansas State Parks
• 3 – State Fishing Lakes
• 3 – County-owned Properties
• 2 – Private Lands
• 2 – National Wildlife Refuges
• 1 – U.S. Army Corps of 
         Engineers Lake
Hunters have the option to ap-

ply in four categories, including 
youth, mentor, disabled, and open 
hunts. Youth hunts require par-
ties to include at least one youth 
who must be accompanied by an 
adult mentor, and the adult(s) 

may not hunt. Mentor hunts are 
open to both youth and/or inex-
perienced (novice) hunters who 
are each supervised by a licensed 
adult mentor, during which time 
both the novice and mentor may 
hunt. Disabled hunts are designed 
for individuals with disabilities. 
And lastly, open hunts are avail-
able to all persons, with no age or 
experience restrictions.

Hunters should note, prior to 
applying, that KDWPs Special 
Hunts program only provides 
access to properties; Licenses, 
permits, tags, stamps and Hunter 
Education are still required, un-
less exempt. 

KDWPs Licensing staff will 
draw applications for fall and win-
ter special hunts on Aug. 8 (for 
hunts taking place in September/
October), Sept. 26 (for hunts tak-
ing place in November/December) 
and again on Dec. 12 (for hunts 
taking place in January/February 
2023).

For a complete list of available 
Special Hunts, eligibility require-
ments and instructions for apply-
ing, visit https://ksoutdoors.com/
Hunting/Special-Hunts-Informa-
tion.

U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Crop production reported    
as of July 12

Submitted
Based on July 1 conditions, 

Kansas’s winter wheat production 
is forecast at 267 million bushels, 
down 27 percent from last year, 
according to the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service. Av-
erage yield is forecast at 39 bushels 
per acre, down 13 bushels from 
2021. Area to be harvested for 
grain is estimated at 6.85 million 

acres, down two percent from a 
year ago.

Oat production is forecast at 
945,000 bushels, down six per-
cent from last year. Average yield 
is forecast at 45 bushels per acre, 
down five bushels from 2021. 
Area to be harvested for grain is 
estimated at 21,000 acres, up five 
percent from a year ago.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Crop progress, condition 
as of July 11 is reported

Submitted
For the week ending July 10, 

there were 5.8 days suitable for 
fieldwork, according to the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service. Topsoil moisture 
supplies rated 19 percent very 
short, 33 percent short, 46 percent 
adequate and two percent surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
20 percent very short, 31 percent 
short, 47 percent adequate and 
two percent surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter 
wheat harvested was 95 percent, 
ahead of 82 percent last year and 
86 percent for the five-year aver-
age. Corn condition rated four 
percent very poor, 10 percent poor, 
30 percent fair, 45 percent good 
and 11 percent excellent. Corn 
silking was 34 percent, equal to 
last year and behind 39 percent 
average. Dough was two percent, 
near three percent last year and 
five percent average.

Soybean condition rated one 
percent very poor, seven percent 
poor, 30 percent fair, 50 percent 
good and 12 percent excellent. 
Soybeans emerged was 96 percent, 
near 95 percent last year and equal 

to average. Blooming was 16 per-
cent, well behind 36 percent last 
year and behind 32 percent aver-
age. Setting pods was one percent, 
near four percent both last year 
and average.

Sorghum condition rated three 
percent very poor, eight percent 
poor, 39 percent fair, 45 percent 
good and five percent excellent. 
Sorghum headed was five percent, 
near eight percent last year and 
seven percent average.

Cotton condition rated zero 
percent very poor, five percent 
poor, 46 percent fair, 44 percent 
good and five percent excellent. 
Cotton squaring was 66 percent, 
ahead of 59 percent last year and 
well ahead of 45 percent average. 
Setting bolls was five percent, near 
one percent last year and two per-
cent average.

Sunflowers planted was 94 per-
cent, near 95 percent last year and 
equal to average.

Pasture and Range Report: 
Pasture and range conditions rat-
ed 17 percent very poor, 15 percent 
poor, 27 percent fair, 36 percent 
good and five percent excellent.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
FSA accepting nominations for                                       
County Committee Members 

Submitted
The U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) is now accepting 
nominations for farmers and 
ranchers to serve on local county 
committees. The 2022 Nemaha 
County Committee election will 
be for Local Administrative Area 
No. 2, which includes the town-
ships of Home, Illinois, Harrison, 
Neuchatel, Red Vermillion, Reil-

ly, and the southern two-thirds 
of Adams, Center and Mitchell 
townships. 

County Committee Members 
make important decisions about 
how Federal farm programs are 
administered locally. Agricul-
tural producers who participate 
or cooperate in a USDA program 
and reside in the LAA that is up 
for election this year, may be 
nominated for candidacy for the 

county committee. A cooperat-
ing producer is someone who has 
provided information about their 
farming or ranching operation to 
FSA, even if they have not applied 
or received program benefits. In-
dividuals may nominate them-
selves or others and qualifying 
organizations may also nominate 
candidates. USDA encourages 
minority producers, women and 
beginning farmers or ranchers to 

nominate, vote and hold office.
To be considered a nominee, 

a FSA-669A nomination form 
must be completed and provided 
to the Nemaha County FSA Of-
fice by the Aug. 1 deadline. The 
form and other information about 
FSA County Committee elections 
are available at fsa.usda.gov/elec-
tions. If you need more informa-
tion contact the Nemaha County 
FSA Office at 785-336-2164.

We need your home cooked 

Country Favorites
INGREDIENTS:

One down home family favorite recipe

STEPS:
Just submit your favorite home cooked recipes!

We’ll make it, photograph it, and share it with our readers!

Recipes may be submitted via email at recipes@sabethaherald.com | By mail: The Sabetha Herald, P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS 66534 
| In Person at: The Sabetha Herald, 1024 Main Street, Sabetha, KS

How are we stacking up?
 Questions? Concerns? Compliments? Don’t hesitate to contact us!
    by email to sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com | by phone to 786-284-3300 | in person at 1024 Main Street in Sabetha{ }
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

High risk of West Nile Virus 
activity in four regions

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
has issued a high-risk warning for 
West Nile virus infections (WNV) 
for north central, south central, 
northeast and southeast Kansas. 
Northwest and southwest Kansas 
are at moderate risk for WNV in-
fections.

West Nile virus is the leading 
cause of mosquito-borne illness 
in the continental United States. 
It is most often spread to people 
through mosquito bites, but it is 
not spread from person to person. 
About one in five people who are 
infected develop a fever and other 
symptoms. About one out of 150 
infected people develop swelling 
of the brain or brain tissue and, 
in some cases, death. There are no 
vaccines or medications to treat 
WNV. People who have had West 
Nile virus before are considered 
immune.

“As more Kansans head out-
doors this summer, it is impor-
tant to know your risk and take 
action to prevent mosquito bites 
to protect you and your family 

against West Nile virus,” said Dr. 
Joan Duwve, State Health Officer.

KDHE recommends the follow-
ing prevention measures:

• Visit the KDHE WNV website 
weekly to learn about the current 
WNV risk level – https://www.
kdhe.ks.gov/1519/West-Nile-Virus-
Risk-Level-Surveillance.

• When you are outdoors, use 
insect repellent containing an 
EPA-registered active ingredient 
on skin and clothing, including 
DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon 
eucalyptus or IR3535. Follow the 
directions on the package.

• Many mosquitoes are most ac-
tive at dusk and dawn. Be sure to 
use insect repellent and wear long 
sleeves and pants at these times or 
consider staying indoors during 
these hours.

• The elderly or those with a 
weakened immune system should 
consider limiting their exposure 
outside during dusk and dawn 
when the Culex species mosqui-
toes are most active.

• Make sure you have good 
screens on your windows and 
doors to keep mosquitoes out.

• Get rid of mosquito breeding 
sites by emptying standing water 
from flower pots, buckets and 
barrels. Change the water in pet 
dishes and replace the water in 
bird baths weekly. Drill holes in 
tire swings so water drains out. 
Keep children’s wading pools 
empty and on their sides when 
they aren’t being used.

• Horses can also be infected 
with WNV. Talk with your vet-
erinarian about vaccinating your 
horses to protect them against 
WNV.

• Most WNV infections occur 
in the late summer and early fall; 
so far there have not been any re-
ported cases of WNV in Kansas 
in 2022.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention provides this web 
page with additional information 
about West Nile virus and pre-
venting mosquito bites – https://
www.cdc.gov/westnile/prevention/
index.html. For questions about 
West Nile virus or other Arbovi-
ral diseases, contact the KDHE 
Epidemiology hotline at 877-427-
7317.

STATE OF KANSAS

Grants are available to 
expand broadband access in                      
high-need areas

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly an-

nounced that more than 21,000 
Kansas homes and businesses are 
set to receive high-speed internet 
access for the first time thanks to 
an $83.5 million grant program 
through the Kansas Department 
of Commerce’s Office of Broad-
band Development.

The new grant program results 
from the U.S. Department of Trea-
sury’s approval of Kansas’ Coro-
navirus Capital Projects Fund 
(CPF) broadband infrastructure 
plan. The federal CPF program is 
a $10 billion initiative available to 
states, territories and tribal gov-
ernments under the American 
Rescue Plan Act to fund capital 
projects. A priority of the program 
is to support broadband expan-
sion to facilitate work, education, 
and healthcare in areas that lack 
access to internet speeds of 100/20 
megabits per second (Mbps).

“By connecting 21,000 more 

Kansas homes to high-speed in-
ternet, we’re continuing to deliver 
on our bold and ambitious goal 
to make Kansas a top 10 state for 
broadband access by 2030,” said 
Governor Laura Kelly. “No one 
in our state should be without the 
means to connect to the world, 
and this new grant program will 
help ensure that it happens.”

Entities eligible to apply for the 
CPF broadband infrastructure 
program include internet service 
providers, political subdivisions, 
cooperatives and non-profit or-
ganizations.

“This new program will pro-
vide funding opportunities for 
reliable, affordable broadband 
infrastructure to more Kansans 
in underserved areas,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor and Commerce 
Secretary David Toland. “We will 
continue to work with partners 
across Kansas to ensure commu-
nities have the high-speed broad-
band they need to compete and 

succeed in today’s world.”
The Kansas CPF broadband 

infrastructure grant application 
window will be open for four 
weeks beginning Monday, July 18. 
A full list of program guidelines 
and the application will be posted 
on the Office of Broadband Devel-
opment’s website next week. The 
Office of Broadband Development 
will also be conducting a webinar 
to review program guidelines at 
12:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21. 

“The Capital Projects Fund 
represents the largest grant op-
portunity to date from the Office 
of Broadband Development,” said 
Jade Piros de Carvalho, Director 
of the Office of Broadband De-
velopment. “We are excited about 
partnering with providers to make 
a positive impact in communi-
ties that have fallen in the digital 
divide.”

Grant awards and awardees will 
be announced in October and No-
vember. 
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