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STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly continues                     
‘Prosperity on the Plains’ tour

SUBMITTED

Governor Laura Kelly contin-
ued her statewide economic de-
velopment tour, “Prosperity on 
the Plains,” on Friday, July 29, in 
Holton. She joined Jackson Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce leaders 
to tour a local family and veteran-
owned small business, More Than 
Lemons Hot Glass.

More Than Lemons is a hot 
glass art store and workshop that 

features collections from Kansas 
artists. In addition to the glass art 
store, the Lemons family also runs 
an AirBnB.

“I’m visiting with entrepreneurs 
across Kansas because small busi-
nesses power our economy and 
have helped drive our record-
breaking economic success,” 
Governor Kelly said. “Thank 
you to Holton veteran and small 
business owner, April Lemon, for 
taking the time to talk about what 

my administration can do to help 
businesses like hers grow and suc-
ceed.”

Governor Kelly has supported 
small businesses throughout her 
time in office. In June, Gover-
nor Kelly signed a bill providing 
$50 million of financial relief to 
Kansas small businesses like More 
Than Lemons. And when she re-
instated the Kansas Main Street 
Program in 2019, 25 communities, 
including Holton, were “grand-

fathered” back into the program 
to receive resources and tools 
supporting the revitalization of 
downtown districts. 

Governor Kelly also visited a 
mural project that is currently 
under construction in the Holton 
downtown square. Holton is one 
of the 14 rural communities that 
were awarded grants through the 
Rural Mural and Public Art Pro-
gram earlier this month.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF      
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

KDHE releases 
advisories for 
lakes due to 
blue-green algae

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE) and the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 
(KDWP) have issued several public health advisories for 
Kansas lakes due to blue-green algae.

A harmful algal bloom (HAB) may look like foam, scum 
or paint floating on the water and be colored blue, bright 
green, brown or red. Blooms can develop rapidly; if the 
water appears suspicious or there is decaying algae on the 
shore, avoid contact and keep dogs away. These toxins can 
be absorbed by ingestion, inhalation of aerosols and even 
skin contact.

Symptoms vary depending upon the type of exposure 
(e.g. direct contact, ingestion, inhalation) but can include 
rash, vomiting, diarrhea, fever, sore throat and headache. 
If you, or your dog, come into contact with algae rinse the 
area with clean, fresh water. Suspected HAB-related health 
incidents, whether human or animal, regardless of season, 
should be reported at https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/1163.

ACTIVE ADVISORIES
Warning
• Ford County Lake, Ford County
• Gathering Pond, Geary County
• Hain SFL, Ford County 
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Louisburg Old Lake (City Lake), Miami County 
• Marion Reservoir, Marion County
• Milford Lake Zone A, Dickinson and Geary Counties
• Milford Lake Zone B, Geary County
• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary and Clay County 
Watch
• Carbondale City Lake (Strowbridge), Osage County 
• Crystal Lake, Anderson County
• Lake Scott State Park, Scott County (Lowered on July 28)
Melvern Outlet (River) Pond, Osage County
• Norton Lake, Norton County (Lowered on July 28)
Lifted
• Lake Tanko (Cherryvale City Lake), Montgomery 

County
• Melvern Swim Pond, Osage County
• Pomona Lake, Osage County
• Rose’s Lake, Johnson County
A Warning status indicates that conditions are unsafe 

for human and pet exposure. Contact with the waterbody 
should be avoided. 

When a warning is issued, KDHE recommends the fol-
lowing precautions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink for pets or livestock.
• Lake water, regardless of blue-green algae status, should 

never be consumed by humans. Water contact should be 
avoided. 

• Fish may be eaten if they are rinsed with clean water 
and only the fillet portion is consumed, while all other 
parts are discarded. 

• Do not allow pets to eat dried algae.
• If lake water contacts skin, wash with clean water as 

soon as possible.
• Avoid areas of visible algae accumulation.
A Watch status means that blue-green algae have been 

detected and a harmful algal bloom is present or likely to 
develop. People are encouraged to avoid areas of algae ac-
cumulation and keep pets and livestock away from the water. 

During the watch status, KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken: 

• Signage will be posted at all public access locations. 
• Water may be unsafe for humans/animals. 
• Avoid areas of algae accumulation and do not let people/

pets eat dried algae or drink contaminated water. 
• Swimming, wading, skiing and jet skiing are discour-

aged near visible blooms. 
• Boating and fishing are safe. However, inhalation of 

the spray may affect some individuals. Avoid direct contact 
with water, and wash with clean water after any contact. 

• Clean fish well with potable water and eat fillet por-
tion only. 

KDHE investigates publicly-accessible bodies of water 
for blue-green algae when the agency receives reports of 
potential algae blooms in Kansas lakes. Based on credible 
field observation and sampling results, KDHE reports on 
potentially harmful conditions. 

If you observe a scum or paint-like surface on the water, 
small floating blue-green clumps or filaments in the water, or 
if the water is an opaque green, avoid contact and keep pets 
away. These are indications that a harmful bloom may be 
present. Pet owners should be aware that animals that swim 
in or drink water affected by a harmful algal bloom or eat 
dried algae along the shore may become seriously ill or die.

For information on blue-green algae and reporting po-
tential harmful algal blooms, please visit https://www.kdhe.
ks.gov/HAB.

Governor Laura Kelly visits with veteran and small business owner April Lemon at More Than Lemons in Holton as part of the 
Prosperity on the Plains tour.               Submitted

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

Update given on response to           
monkeypox outbreak

SUBMITTED

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) is providing 
an update on its multipronged 
response to monkeypox in the 
United States, including its ef-
forts in the areas of diagnostics, 
vaccines and therapeutics. The 
agency has also established a 
dedicated website to provide im-
portant information about the 
FDA’s ongoing regulatory activi-
ties related to monkeypox along 
with frequently asked questions. 
The FDA will provide updates as 
developments occur and will con-
tinue to work with federal public 
health partners and industry to 
ensure timely access to all avail-
able medical countermeasures.

“The FDA has been closely 
tracking reports of monkeypox 
transmissions in the United 
States with our federal public 
health partners and coordinat-
ing preparedness efforts ac-
cordingly,” said FDA Commis-
sioner Robert M. Califf, M.D. 
“We understand that while we 
are still living with COVID-19, 
an emerging disease may leave 
people feeling concerned and 
uncertain, but it’s important to 
note that we already have medi-
cal products in place, specifically 
an FDA-approved vaccine for the 
prevention of monkeypox disease 
and an FDA-cleared diagnostic 
test. The FDA is using the full 
breadth of its authorities to make 
additional diagnostics and treat-
ments available. We will continue 
to collaborate with our partners 
across all sectors to expand acces-
sibility to countermeasures and 
bolster the tools in our arsenal 
as appropriate.”

The monkeypox virus is part 
of the same family of viruses as 
variola virus, the virus that causes 
smallpox (a virus that has been 

eradicated globally). Both mon-
keypox and smallpox fall into the 
category of “orthopoxviruses.” 
Monkeypox is generally not fatal 
and typically resolves on its own 
without treatment. The current 
outbreak in the U.S. usually pres-
ents as a rash on the body, face 
or genital area. Although there 
is a very low risk of dying, there 
have been reported complications 
including severe pain, at times 
requiring hospital admission.

DIAGNOSTICS
Since the first case of monkey-

pox in the U.S. was detected, the 
FDA has been working with com-
mercial laboratories and manu-
facturers to make monkeypox 
tests more readily available to 
consumers who need them. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has an FDA-
cleared non-variola orthopoxvi-
rus test that can detect monkey-
pox by a swab from a monkeypox 
lesion (rash or growth). At this 
time, this is the only FDA-cleared 
test. The FDA is not aware of 
clinical data supporting the use of 
other sample types, such as blood 
or saliva, for monkeypox virus 
testing. In July 2022, the FDA is-
sued a safety communication ad-
vising people to use swab samples 
taken directly from a lesion when 
testing for the monkeypox virus.

The FDA-cleared monkeypox 
test is being offered by the CDC 
and throughout many laborato-
ries that include the CDC’s pub-
lic health Laboratory Response 
Network. In addition, federal 
public health authorities have 
worked with industry to make the 
test available through five large 
commercial laboratories. The 
agency is working closely with 
the CDC to increase production 
of its FDA-cleared test and the 
FDA has cleared the use of addi-

tional reagents and instruments 
to increase the throughput of the 
CDC test.

The FDA will continue to work 
with the diagnostic community to 
augment access to accurate test-
ing to support the response. 

VACCINES
In 2019, the FDA approved the 

JYNNEOS Vaccine for the pre-
vention of smallpox and monkey-
pox in adults 18 years of age and 
older determined to be at high 
risk of infection. JYNNEOS is 
the only vaccine approved for the 
prevention of monkeypox in the 
United States. Although clinical 
trials and data are limited because 
of the small number of cases until 
now, the immunological response 
to vaccine administration is con-
sistent with effective prevention 
of the disease.

Following the emerging pub-
lic health crisis closely, the FDA 
was aware that there were close 
to 800,000 doses of this vaccine 
pending release this fall follow-
ing approval of additional man-
ufacturing capabilities at one of 
the plants where the vaccine is 
made. With this in mind, the 
agency worked with HHS part-
ners and expedited the submis-
sion of the required application 
for the company’s manufacturing 
changes in order to make these 
doses available to those in need. 
After accelerating the timeline for 
an inspection of the plant from 
fall to earlier this month, the FDA 
has finished its evaluation of the 
required information to validate 
product quality and has deter-
mined that the vaccine meets its 
quality standards.

On July 26, the agency ap-
proved a supplement to the bio-
logics license for the JYNNEOS 
Vaccine, to allow for additional 
manufacturing capabilities at 

the facility. Given the emerging 
public health need, the FDA pre-
viously facilitated the shipment of 
manufactured doses to the U.S. 
so that they would be ready to be 
distributed once the manufac-
turing changes were approved. 
With the supplement approval, 
those manufactured doses may 
now be further distributed and 
administered. Additional doses 
manufactured at this plant can 
help address the need for this vac-
cine moving forward.

THERAPEUTICS
There is no FDA-approved 

or authorized medicine for the 
treatment of monkeypox disease; 
however, TPOXX (tecovirimat), 
an antiviral medication, is being 
made available through the CDC 
under an FDA authority called 
Expanded Access or “compas-
sionate use.” The FDA continues 
to work with the CDC to stream-
line their Expanded Access Pro-
gram for monkeypox to facilitate 
access.

There are currently no human 
data demonstrating the efficacy 
of TPOXX for the treatment of 
monkeypox, or the safety and 
pharmacokinetic profile (which 
helps us understand what the 
human body does to a drug). Al-
though expanded access program 
is available, conducting random-
ized, controlled trials to assess 
TPOXX’s safety and efficacy in 
humans with monkeypox infec-
tions is essential.

The FDA has more information 
on TPOXX’s approval for small-
pox under the “Animal Rule” 
regulations on its monkeypox 
webpage – https://www.fda.gov/
emergency-preparedness-and-re-
sponse/mcm-issues/fda-monkey-
pox-response.
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LETTERS POLICY
WRITE: Letters to the Editor, The Sabetha Herald, 
P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS  66534
EMAIL: news@sabethaherald.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve 
the right to edit for clarification or length. Letters should be fewer 
than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other 
week. Letters are due by 10 a.m. on Monday before publication and 
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone number 
for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be 
included in the printed letter. We do not publish anonymous letters 
or letters printed elsewhere.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha Herald or its staff. Furthermore, The Sabetha Herald does not and 
will not fact check the information included in letters to the editor. All information will be left as presented by the author. 

Southern rust, corn fungicides

A crop can’t ever be 
“counted on” until it’s 
in the bin. While with 

each progressing growth stage we 
get closer to that time, we’re not 
there yet. This week’s finding of 
corn southern rust in northeast 
Kansas further underscores the 
need for full season crop moni-
toring. There’s an article in this 
week’s KSU Agronomy eUpdate 
on it – https://eupdate.agronomy.
ksu.edu/article_new/first-report-
of-southern-rust-in-kansas-505-5. 
It provides information on dis-
ease spread as well as management 
recommendations. The two ques-
tions generally arising when deal-
ing with late season southern rust 
are, will it affect yield and did a 
previously applied fungicide help?

The answer to both questions 
depends a lot on hybrid, growth 
stage and degree of disease pres-
sure. Most research suggests fun-
gicide applications can be effec-
tive up until dent growth stage, 
if disease pressure is high and 
the hybrid is susceptible, but are 
probably best timed to be on in 

advance of the dough stage (R4) 
of growth. Most corn fungicides 
will provide approximately three 
weeks of protec-
tion and have 
their greatest 
efficacy when 
applied at the 
start of the dis-
ease’s presence 
rather than af-
ter significant 
infection.

Weather con-
ditions favor-
ing southern rust development 
include hot temperatures, with 
morning lows in the mid 70s and 
daytime highs in the mid 90s, 
temperatures above 100 may not 
slow it much according to research 
from southern states, with at least 
four hours of consecutive leaf wet-
ness. Outside of these conditions, 
we may still see disease, but pro-
gressing more slowly.

Southern rust is certainly a dis-
ease that can cause a lot of prob-
lems in a short time. Continue to 
monitor fields for disease pressure 

and growth stage prior to mak-
ing treatment decisions. You can 
follow disease confirmations at 

https : / /corn.
ipmpipe.org/
southerncorn-
rust/.

Lilac Leaf 
Spot

Over the past 
four years, lilacs 
have increas-
ingly exhibited 
a fungal disease 

known as Pseudocercospora Leaf 
Spot. Not a typical problem for 
us, the disease has caused sig-
nificant damage to some stands. 
The disease favors high humid-
ity and moderate temperatures, 
often showing up after bloom and 
becoming very noticeable in mid-
late July.

Typically, leaf spots don’t be-
come severe enough to result in 
decline of the plant. However, if 
repeated infections occur, par-
ticularly when combined with 
drought, heat or other stresses, 

the stress may become too much 
and plants may decline. Unfor-
tunately, no fungicides have been 
specifically tested to treat Pseudo-
cercospora and a label search of 
fungicides in Kansas yields zero 
labeled products. Even if it did, 
application would need to be done 
earlier in the summer and likely 
repeatedly through the growing 
season.

Without a fungicide, cultural 
practices are key. Pseudocerspora 
can survive two years in plant de-
bris. Cleaning up old leaves/twigs 
and pruning out dead branches is 
our best option at this point. Keep 
plants healthy, including deep, but 
infrequent watering when soils 
are dry.

For more information about 
Pseudocercospora, check out this 
reference from Iowa State Univer-
sity – https://hortnews.extension.
iastate.edu/lilac-pseudocercospora-
leaf-spot. You can request a copy 
from any District Office as well.

Bagworms, is it too late to spray?

By mid-August, most 
bagworms have finished 
feeding and retreated into 

their bags. Insecticides will not 
penetrate the thick, leathery, silk-
lined pouches.

To determine whether larvae 
have finished feeding, examine 
the bags. Those containing feed-
ing larvae can be identified by the 
greenish, freshly chewed foliage 
glued to the bags. Bags are open 
at the head end, allowing larvae 
to poke out and continue feeding. 
They are attached to the foliage by 
several weak strands of silk and 
can be pulled off easily.

When larvae have finished 

feeding, they move to the twig 
or branch. They produce a heavy 
silken sheet that firmly attaches 
the bag to the 
hos t  pla nt . 
These bags are 
more secure 
and difficult to 
remove.

B a g wor m s 
do not complete 
development si-
multaneously, 
so spraying for 
bagworms is not out of the ques-
tion. Determining factors should 
be the condition and appearance 
of the host and the number of bag-

worms actively feeding.
If the tree has a full appear-

ance and good color, and there 
are only a few 
bagworms ac-
tively feeding, 
do not spray.

Even i f a 
tree has a thin, 
anemic appear-
ance, check the 
condition of the 
bags. If most 
of the bags 

are worn and gray, they are the 
2020 bags from which bagworms 
emerged. There may be only a few 
current year bagworms because, 

after consuming the most tender 
foliage, most larvae abandoned 
the tree and moved to adjacent 
trees to continue feeding on lush 
foliage. Spraying the tree is not 
recommended.

Even if most bags are this year’s, 
do not rush to spray a thin, ane-
mic tree. Check to see if most bags 
are closed and attached with thick 
silken ties. If this is the case, do 
not spray the tree. Apply insecti-
cide only if trees appear heavily 
damaged and bagworms are ac-
tively feeding. Check trees again 
next year to prevent further bag-
worm damage.

Value of early   
pregnancy detection

As I set down to look at my 
annual “pull the bulls” 
date on the calendar, it 

got me think-
ing about a 
timely topic to 
write about. 
Every opera-
tion has a dif-
ferent timeline 
for breeding, 
calving, wean-
ing, market-
ing… name the 
subject; but one thing that can be 
useful sooner rather than later is 
to know which animals are bred 
and when in the calving season 
they are expected to calve. Know-
ing this information early can help 
direct management decisions. 

There are a number of reasons 
ranging from shortage of forage 
resources to marketing oppor-
tunities that proves the value in 
knowing when a cow is pregnant. 
That information can be used to 
identify early bred replacements 
or open females to remove from 
pasture, in order to extend the 
grazing season. Heifers confirmed 
pregnant to an AI sire likely can 
bring premiums. A group of year-
ling heifers pregnant with heifer 
calves would be expected to have 
less calving difficulty and may be 
worth more than those carrying 
males. Looking at the cull side, 
the cull cow market historically 
declines the deeper into fall align-
ing with the common weaning 
times of spring calving herds. The 
more cows being culled, the bigger 
the impact of timely marketing. 
Whatever the reason, you have to 
check to know what the status of 
the females and can then make 
decisions with that information.

Rectal palpation is the most 
commonly available tool for 
pregnancy determination. Ex-
perienced technicians can be 
comfortable with distinguishing 
35 to 40-day pregnancies. In the 
hands of a trained person, a fairly 
high degree of accuracy in stage 
of pregnancy can be determined 
up until 100-120 days of gestation, 
before the uterus descends over 
the pelvic rim.

It is becoming more common 
place for bovine practitioners to 
offer ultrasound detection. Em-
bryos can be identified as early as 
25 to 28 days of age, but 30 days 
makes a more practical lower age 

limit. Fetal sexing requires addi-
tional experience with ultrasound 
to gain higher accuracy, but is a 

benefit to this 
method. The 
earliest time 
to fetal sex is 
around 55 days, 
but due to vari-
ation in devel-
opment, a time 
period of 60 to 
100 days is gen-
erally targeted.

Commercial blood tests are also 
available to determine pregnancy 
status. The tests detect one of a 
number of pregnancy specific pro-
teins produced by the placenta. 
Depending on which protein and 
test provider, earliest detection 
date varies from 28 to 30 days of 
gestation and proteins remain in 
the system up to 75 to 90 days af-
ter calving. A disadvantage of the 
blood test is that since the proteins 
remain in the animal’s body after 
any fetal loss occurs, a positive test 
indicates both if the female is OR 
was pregnant and could now be 
open. 

Some embryonic and fetal loss 
is normally occurring, from one to 
two percent by the second trimes-
ter to term is considered normal. 
Mostly this loss is seen before day 
30, but some cows pregnant at 30 
days will not be pregnant at day 
60. Although early pregnancy loss 
is not uncommon, and is generally 
not caused by the process of preg-
nancy checking, it does mean if 
performed relatively early, it may 
need to be repeated.

Your local veterinarian can 
discuss timing and options that 
best fit your production situation 
and goals. Stage of pregnancy 
can be very valuable information 
when making decisions related 
to pasture management, adjust-
ing winter feeding plans and try-
ing to take advantage of market 
opportunities. Processing cattle 
through a working facility in the 
heat of summer, may not be high 
on your wish list of things to do, 
but giving pregnancy detection, 
especially early detection, might 
be worth considering. Your busi-
ness will be in a better position to 
adapt to variation in weather and 
markets with detailed information 
on pregnancy status and stage of 
fetal development.

Beware of robotexts

Recently, I have noticed 
that I have been getting 
text messages that seem 

a little off. They sometimes come 
from a local number and an orga-
nization I do business with, like 
PayPal or Amazon. Usually, they 
tell me that something is wrong 
with my account. The Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) reports that they are in-
creasingly seeing reports of scam-
mers using text messages to target 
American consumers. These text 
messages are called robotexts.

What is a robotext? Scam 
text messages are also known 
as “smishing.” They are sent by 
scammers seeking to get you to 
engage with them. The FCC re-
ports that they are trying to get 
you to give up your personal infor-
mation, such as a password, Social 

Security number or account num-
ber. They also could be looking to 
scam you out of money.

S c a m m e r s 
will try dif-
ferent ways 
to trick you. 
They promise 
gift cards, help 
you to pay off a 
student loan, or 
offer you a low 
or no-interest 
credit card. The 
text may contain misspellings, 
mysterious links, incomplete in-
formation or misleading informa-
tion. Also, be on the lookout for 
messages that say “they have no-
ticed suspicious activity on your 
account,” send you a fake invoice, 
or a fake package delivery notice. 
The message may contain a link 

that may take you to a spoofed 
website that looks like the real 
thing. If you log into it, the scam-

mer can steal 
your password 
to your real ac-
count. Other 
messages could 
install malware 
on your phone, 
and then scam-
mers can steal 
all your other 
passwords.

What can you do to protect 
yourself? Do not respond to sus-
picious text messages, even if the 
message includes a link to stop fu-
ture messages. Do not click on any 
links contained in the text mes-
sage. Do not provide the scam-
mer with any information via text 
or website. Delete all suspicious 

text messages without clicking 
on any links. Make sure to keep 
your devices up to date with the 
last iOS and security apps. Review 
the company’s policies regarding 
opting out of text alerts and sell-
ing or sharing your information 
with third parties. If you think the 
text could be legitimate, contact 
the company from known sources 
of information you know are real.

You can also report suspicious 
text messages by copying them 
and forwarding them to 7726 
(SPAM) or report them to the 
Federal Trade Commission at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
Information Provided by: Federal 
Communications Commission, 
Federal Trade Commission
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT
Financing provided for Johnson County                               
rural waterline improvements

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
announces financing for waterline 
improvements to Johnson County 
Rural Water District No. 7’s dis-
tribution system. The financing 
package from KDHE will fund 
construction of at least four sec-
tions of waterlines that will pro-
vide more efficient hydraulic op-
eration of its distribution system 
that was previously expanded to 
include a neighboring rural wa-
ter district. The system serves 

about 6,400 customers in John-
son County.

“KDHE is proud to be a partner 
in helping public water supply sys-
tems sustainably improve infra-
structure and continue to ensure 
public health,” said Leo Henning, 
KDHE Director of Environment.

Completion of these projects is 
planned for Winter 2022 and will 
ensure the drinking water system 
remains in good operation for the 
long-term future.

“This project is one aspect of 
cooperation between entities who 

believed in combining resources 
served its patrons better, than 
singularly,” said Allan Soetaert, 
Johnson County Rural Water 
District No. 7’s District Manager. 
“The Water District is excited to 
have also received cooperation 
and encouragement from KDHE 
in this significant waterline im-
provement project that will benefit 
its customers for a long period of 
time.”

Financing for the improvements 
to Johnson County Rural Water 
District No. 7 was made possible 

through a loan provided by KDHE 
with joint funding from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Using the Kansas Public 
Water Supply Loan (KPWSLF), 
KDHE has provided a $4,235,000 
million loan, of which $1,270,500 
in principal will be forgiven.

The KPWSLF provides financ-
ing for municipal drinking water 
infrastructure at interest rates that 
are below market. Since 1989, the 
KPWSLF has provided more than 
$1 billion to over 250 municipali-
ties in Kansas.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Payments begin for spot market hog                 
pandemic program

Submitted
The U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) is increasing the 
amount of funding available for 
the Spot Market Hog Pandemic 
Program (SMHPP) and expects 
to issue approximately $62.8 mil-
lion in pandemic assistance pay-
ments to hog producers starting 
this week. SMHPP assists eligible 
producers who sold hogs through 
a spot market sale from April 16, 
2020, through Sept. 1, 2020. US-
DA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
accepted SMHPP applications 
through April 29, 2022.

“In order to provide more tar-
geted support to hog producers 
affected by the pandemic, FSA 
was able to increase funding for 
SMHPP to provide full payments 
to producers instead of applying a 

payment factor,” said FSA Admin-
istrator Zach Ducheneaux. “We 
are pleased to be able to provide 
more equitable opportunities for 
hog producers who were hard-hit 
by the pandemic.”

SMHPP PAYMENTS
SMHPP payments will be calcu-

lated by multiplying the number 
of head of eligible hogs, not to ex-
ceed 10,000 head, by the payment 
rate of $54 per head.

FSA originally planned to apply 
a payment factor if calculated pay-
ments exceeded the allocated $50 
million in pandemic assistance 
funds for SMHPP. Payments are 
not expected to be factored due to 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack’s decision to increase funding 
enabling producers to receive 100 

percent of the calculated SMHPP 
payment.

There is no per person or le-
gal entity payment limitation on 
SMHPP payments.

SMHPP BACKGROUND
USDA offered SMHPP in re-

sponse to a reduction in packer 
production due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which resulted in fewer 
negotiated hogs being procured 
and subsequent lower market pric-
es. The program is part of USDA’s 
broader Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative and addresses 
gaps in previous assistance for hog 
producers.

USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many 
positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is 

transforming America’s food sys-
tem with a greater focus on more 
resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to 
safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income 
for farmers and producers using 
climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic in-
vestments in infrastructure and 
clean energy capabilities in ru-
ral America, and committing to 
equity across the Department by 
removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.

STATE OF KANSAS

Governor Kelly honors 
Amelia Earhart at       
U.S. Capitol

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly joined 

bipartisan Congressional Lead-
ership, Senators Jerry Moran 
and Roger Marshall, Congress-
woman Sharice Davids, and 
Congressman Jake LaTurner 
on Wednesday, July 27, for the 
Congressional statue dedication 
and unveiling ceremony honor-
ing Amelia Earhart, one of the 
world’s most celebrated aviators 
and the first woman to fly solo 
across the Atlantic Ocean. The 
ceremony was held in Statuary 
Hall in the U.S. Capitol.

“This statue immortalizing 
Amelia Earhart will serve as an 
inspiration to our young people 
for generations to come, propel-
ling them to dream beyond the 
limits of their time,” Governor 
Kelly said. “I want to thank our 
Congressional leaders and our 
Kansas delegation for the oppor-
tunity to honor one of Kansas’ 
most iconic figures, a woman 
who showed all of us what it 
means to reach for the stars.”

Born and raised in Atchison, 
Earhart received her pilot license 
in 1923 and subsequently cham-
pioned the advancement of wom-

en in aviation. She was declared 
lost at sea when she disappeared 
over the Pacific Ocean in 1937. 
The statue of Amelia Earhart 
will represent the State of Kan-
sas in the National Statuary Hall 
Collection alongside a statue of 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Along with Amelia Earhart, 
Governor Kelly’s remarks rec-
ognized a long legacy of pio-
neering women in Kansas his-
tory, including Susanna Salter, 
the first woman elected mayor 
in the United States in 1887; 
Georgia Neese Gray, who dur-
ing the Truman Administration, 
became the first woman to serve 
as United States Treasurer; and 
Lucinda Todd, a civil rights ac-
tivist and one of the petitioners 
in the 1954 Brown v. Board of 
Education case.

A video of the event is avail-
able at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=akHPzTuTsKk Gover-
nor Kelly’s remarks begin at 13 
minutes.

A video of the unveiling of 
the statue is available at https://
governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2022/07/Amelia-Earhart-
Statue-Unveiling.mp4.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

KDA releases Kansas 
Agribusiness Commodity 
flow study

Submitted
The Kansas Department of Ag-

riculture has published a Kansas 
Agribusiness Commodity Flow 
Study, which analyzes the move-
ment of crops, livestock and other 
agricultural products within and 
from the state of Kansas. The 
study was the result of a need 
identified through KDA’s Ag 
Growth Strategy project which 
indicated that multiple sectors 
across Kansas agriculture would 
benefit from a thorough under-
standing of commodity flow both 
intra and interstate.

The report identifies key val-
ue-added processing, market and 
demand points while assessing 
the role and utilization of infra-
structure essential to commod-
ity movement. Results from the 
report include information about 
net outflows of feed ingredients, 
the role played by road and rail 
infrastructure in the agriculture 
supply chain, and how Kansas le-
verages strong local synergies to 
add value in livestock production 
and processing.

“We look forward to seeing 

how this information will ben-
efit our partners across the Kan-
sas agriculture industry as the 
study provides detailed analysis 
of the movement of agricultural 
products,” said Secretary of Agri-
culture Mike Beam. “It will help 
identify where opportunities exist 
to enhance commodity flow and 
improve market efficiency and 
competitiveness of Kansas ag-
riculture both domestically and 
globally.”

The study was conducted by De-
cision Innovative Solutions with 
input from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation, agricul-
tural commodity organizations, 
and several industry partners. 
Results from the study are now 
available to the public, and will be 
utilized by policy makers, stake-
holders and other members of the 
Kansas agriculture industry.

To view the full study, visit the 
KDA website at www.agriculture.
ks.gov/CommodityFlow. For more 
information about the study, 
please contact the KDA econo-
mist, Tori Laird, at 785-564-6726 
or Tori.Laird@ks.gov.

STATE OF KANSAS

Expansion approved for Medicaid coverage          
to mother’s postpartum

Submitted
Governor Laura Kelly an-

nounced Tuesday, July 26, that her 
plan to provide Kansas mothers 
with health care coverage un-
der Kansas Medicaid (KanCare) 
up to 12 months post-delivery 
was approved by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS). The postpartum health 
care extension from two months 
to a year was approved retroac-
tive to April 1, 2022, and extends 
coverage for postpartum benefi-
ciaries of Kansas Medicaid and 
the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP). There are more 
than 500,000 Kansans, or one in 
five residents, who are enrolled in 
Kansas Medicaid or CHIP.

“Our efforts to expand health 
care coverage have paid off, ben-

efiting moms and giving babies a 
stronger start to life,” Governor 
Kelly said. “This bipartisan work 
will reduce maternal mortality, 
improve child development and 
save Kansans money on vital 
health care.” 

Medicaid offers comprehensive 
coverage for new mothers, includ-
ing routine check-ups to help with 
recovery from childbirth, behav-
ioral health care, family planning, 
breastfeeding support and refer-
rals to other services. KanCare 
mothers will also be able to access 
select dental services and screen-
ings for postpartum depression.

“The first year after giving birth 
is a crucial period for both mom 
and baby. This extension not only 
improves maternal health options 
to those who may not have previ-

ously benefited, but also provides 
uninterrupted health care cover-
age stability,” said Janet Stanek, 
Secretary of Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment. “This 
improvement helps close gaps be-
tween health outcomes by placing 
all communities on a better course 
toward health and well-being.”

“As a mother, I know how 
important the first year is and 
this enhanced period of care for 
Kansas mothers is vital for their 
mental health, their baby’s health 
and their families,” said State Rep-
resentative Brenda Landwehr. “I 
am grateful to our state for taking 
this monumental step to improve 
maternal health across the state.”

Before the postpartum exten-
sion, most Medicaid mothers 
would lose eligibility for Medic-

aid benefits around two months 
postpartum, leaving many new 
mothers without access to medical 
and behavioral health care as they 
recovered from childbirth.

“This policy change, approved 
today by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, is welcome 
news and is a win for all Kansans,” 
said David Jordan, President and 
CEO of the United Methodist 
Health Ministry Fund. “It will 
positively impact thousands of 
Kansas mothers each year, reduc-
ing maternal mortality, improv-
ing health outcomes and reducing 
disparities.”

To learn more about KanCare, 
visit www.Kancare.KS.gov/.
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