
$1WWW.SABETHAHERALD.COM
FOLLOW US:

WEDNESDAY

21
SEP 
2022

NEMAHA COUNTY STEP FOUNDATION

New Seneca Impact Fund announced

SUBMITTED BY TORY JOST

The Nemaha County STEP Foundation is 
happy to announce the creation of the new Sen-

eca Impact Fund. The fund was created for the 
restoration and creation of murals in Seneca.

The Seneca Impact Fund is dedicated to 
promoting, encouraging and improving the 

business, civic, historical and cultural vitality 
for the Seneca area and to create a vibrant, 
thriving, environmentally sound and economi-
cally strong community.

BLUE CROSS AND BLUE SHIELD OF KANSAS

BCBSKS Foundation to help make schools                           
healthier through grant

SUBMITTED

School nurses, teachers and ad-
ministrators can now apply for a 
Healthy Habits for Life grant at 
bcbsks.com/hhfl. The Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Kansas Foun-
dation is offering up to $200,000 
in grants to assist schools in im-
plementing programs that pro-
mote healthy lifestyle choices to 
their K-12 students. These school-
based programs must address at 
least one of four criteria: reduce 
cardiovascular risk, increase phys-
ical activity, learn healthy eating 
habits and reinforce positive men-
tal health among students. The 
deadline to submit an application 
is Oct. 21.

Since its creation in 2006, the 
Healthy Habits for Life grant 
program has awarded nearly $1.8 
million through more than 1,840 
grants. School personnel have 
used past grant dollars to educate 
students on healthy portion sizes, 
begin a daily walking program 
for students before or after school, 
invest in equipment for physical 
education classes and much more.

“We really encourage school 
personnel to collaborate and get 
creative when thinking of a po-
tential program for their school,” 
said Marlou Wegener, chief op-
erating officer of the BCBSKS 
Foundation. “The more engaged 
and invested the students are in 
the program, the more likely they 

are to continue the healthy habit 
outside of school and incorporate 
it into their daily life.”

School nurses, physical educa-
tion, health and family and con-
sumer science teachers, athletics 
directors, principals, and other 
school administrators are encour-
aged to visit bcbsks.com/hhfl for 
a program overview, application 
and tip sheet.

“Poor health in students can 
lead to serious medical issues and 
effect the long-term physical and 
mental health as students become 
adults. The BCBSKS Foundation 
is pleased to be able to financially 
support schools in their efforts 
to reinforce the need for healthy 
habits that will serve children now 

and well into the future,” Wegener 
said.

Healthy Habits for Life grants 
are available in the service area of 
the BCBSKS Foundation, which 
includes all Kansas counties ex-
cept Johnson and Wyandotte. The 
maximum grant amount is $2,000 
and grants are limited to one per 
school, but multiple schools with-
in a district can apply.

Applications must be received 
no later than Oct. 21, with the 
funds distributed in late Decem-
ber. Grant recipients may use 
the funds for programs offered 
during the 2023 calendar year. A 
grant application and additional 
information is available at bcbsks.
com/hhfl.

ABOUT THE BCBSKS 
FOUNDATION

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Kansas Foundation promotes 
the good health of Kansans who 
live in the Foundation’s 103-coun-
ty service area. Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Kansas, the larg-
est health insurer in the state, 
incorporated the Foundation in 
2005 as a way to further deepen its 
commitment to helping all Kan-
sans lead healthier lives, an effort 
which both entities believe is an 
essential factor in keeping health 
care affordable.

Through its giving, the Founda-
tion focuses on key health issues 
that can impact the lives of many 
Kansans. It funds programs and 

activities that are, at their core, 
health-related; specifically, ones 
that promote health improvement, 
community health access and/
or education, healthy behaviors, 
prevention initiatives and direct 
health services to the uninsured.

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Kansas Foundation and Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas 
are independent licensees of the 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Associa-
tion. Both entities serve all Kan-
sas counties except Johnson and 
Wyandotte.

For more information on the 
Foundation, visit bcbsks.com/
foundation.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Announcement 
of details for 
census of 
agriculture

SUBMITTED

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will soon 
ask farmers and ranchers across Kansas to complete the 
2022 Census of Agriculture. The Census of Agriculture is 
the nation’s only comprehensive and impartial compilation 
of agricultural data for every state and county across the 
country. The USDA will mail the Ag Census to producers 
in all 50 states and Puerto Rico, including about 80,000 
in Kansas.

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will be mailed in phases. 
An invitation to respond on-line will be mailed in Novem-
ber, followed by a paper questionnaire in December. Farm 
operations of all sizes, including urban and rural, will be 
included in the Census.

Conducted every five years by USDA’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture 
tells the story, and shows the value, of U.S. agriculture. 
Census data highlights include land use and ownership, 
production practices, income and expenditures, and char-
acteristics of the people who operate American farms and 
ranches.

Since the most recent Ag Census in 2017, NASS has added 
new questions about the use of precision agriculture, hemp 
production and hair sheep, as well as making updates to 
the internet access questions.

“Ag Census data inform decisions that impact our com-
munities and businesses,” said Doug Bounds, NASS Kansas 
State Statistician. “The data covers categories important 
to our industry, and make it possible to compare national, 
state, and county level statistics. By responding, Kansas ag 
producers ensure the best data are available to make better 
decisions.”

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit www.
nass.usda.gov/agcensus or call 800-727-9540. On the website, 
both data providers and data users can access frequently 
asked questions, past ag census data, special study informa-
tion and partner tools to help spread the word about the 
upcoming Census of Agriculture.

To stay updated with the latest information about the 
Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on twitter @
usda_nass.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Health advisories reported for lakes due to blue-green algae
SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health ad-
visories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae.

A harmful algal bloom (HAB) 
may look like foam, scum or paint 
floating on the water and be col-
ored blue, bright green, brown or 
red. Blooms can develop rapidly; 
if the water appears suspicious 
or there is decaying algae on the 
shore, avoid contact and keep 
dogs away. These toxins can be 
absorbed by ingestion, inhalation 
of aerosols and even skin contact.

Symptoms vary depending 
upon the type of exposure (e.g. 
direct contact, ingestion, inhala-
tion), but can include rash, vom-
iting, diarrhea, fever, sore throat 
and headache. If you, or your dog, 

come into contact with algae rinse 
the area with clean, fresh water. 
Suspected HAB-related health 
incidents, whether human or ani-
mal, regardless of season, should 
be reported at https://www.kdhe.
ks.gov/1163.

ACTIVE ADVISORIES
Warning
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 

County Crystal Lake, Anderson 
County

• Ford County Lake, Ford 
County

• Gathering Pond, Geary Coun-
ty

• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Kingston Lake, Johnson 

County
• Melvern Outlet (River) Pond, 

Osage County
• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary 

and Clay County
• Overbrook City Lake, Osage 

County

• Rooks County SFL, Rooks 
County

• South Park Lake, Johnson 
County (Added on Sept. 15)

Watch
• Carbondale City Lake (Strow-

bridge), Osage County
• Louisburg Old Lake (City 

Lake), Miami County
• Marion Reservoir, Marion 

County
• Milford Lake Zone A, Dickin-

son and Geary Counties
• Milford Lake Zone B, Geary 

County
Lifted
• Hain SFL, Ford County
• Lake Scott State Park, Scott 

County
• Summercrest Lake, Johnson 

County
A Warning status indicates that 

conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. 

When a warning is issued, 

KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock.

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never be 
consumed by humans.

• Water contact should be 
avoided.

• Fish may be eaten if they are 
rinsed with clean water and only 
the fillet portion is consumed, 
while all other parts are discarded.

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae.

• If lake water contacts skin, 
wash with clean water as soon as 
possible.

• Avoid areas of visible algae ac-
cumulation.

A Watch status means that blue-
green algae have been detected 
and a harmful algal bloom is pres-
ent or likely to develop. People are 
encouraged to avoid areas of algae 
accumulation and keep pets and 

livestock away from the water.
During the watch status, KDHE 

recommends the following pre-
cautions be taken:

• Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations.

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals.

• Avoid areas of algae accumu-
lation and do not let people/pets 
eat dried algae or drink contami-
nated water.

• Swimming, wading, skiing 
and jet skiing are discouraged 
near visible blooms.

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. 
Avoid direct contact with water, 
and wash with clean water after 
any contact.

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only.

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 

receives reports of potential al-
gae blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful condi-
tions.

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
floating blue-green clumps or fila-
ments in the water, or if the water 
is an opaque green, avoid contact 
and keep pets away. These are in-
dications that a harmful bloom 
may be present. Pet owners should 
be aware that animals that swim 
in or drink water affected by a 
harmful algal bloom or eat dried 
algae along the shore may become 
seriously ill or die.

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/HAB. 

The Nemaha County STEP Foundation is happy to announce the creation of the new Seneca Impact Fund. Pictured are (L-R) STEP 
Executive Director Tory Jost, STEP Board President Marceil Hasenkamp, Executive Director of the Seneca Area Chamber and Downtown 
Impact Kylee Bergstrom and Treasurer of the Seneca Area Chamber and Downtown Impact Brandon Nordhus.        Submitted
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Making the most of the last of the garden produce

It’s that time of year in Kan-
sas when gardens are be-
ginning to overf low with 

fruits and vegetables. Seasoned 
gardeners with large gardens are 
usually prepared to preserve their 
tasty summer produce through 
canning. However, freezing pro-
duce and meal planning can also 
ensure food does not go to waste, 
especially for those gardeners who 
lack proper canning equipment, 
time and storage space.

With around 40 percent of the 
United States food supply being 
wasted, which is equivalent to 
about 1,500 wasted calories per 
person per day, it is important to 
help reduce food waste as food 
producers and consumers.

There is that saying, “when life 
gives you lemons, make lemon-
ade,” or in this case, when life 
gives you tomatoes, make salsa. 
Whether it’s excess tomatoes, cu-
cumbers or peppers, you should 
be mindful of the foods you have 

in your garden and incorporate 
them into your meals and snacks.

The first step of meal plan-
ning is taking 
an inventory. 
Start by writ-
ing down a list 
of meals that 
include the pro-
duce from your 
ga rden a nd 
foods that you 
already have in 
your refrigera-
tor and pantry that your family 
enjoys.

Next, find a calendar that has 
plenty of space and pick a day to 
start with that is not very busy. 
Write in meals from your list on 
your calendar, filling up one to 
two weeks, and decide what foods 
you would like to add to complete 
the meals. Keep the five food 
groups in mind (grains, protein, 
fruits, vegetables and dairy), and 
try to include three different food 

groups for breakfast and all five 
food groups for lunch and dinner.

Snacks also can be important, 
especially for 
children. Plan 
fun, healthy 
snacks using 
your garden 
produce.

To m a t o e s 
can be quickly 
frozen without 
blanching them 
first. You may 

freeze tomatoes whole, sliced, 
chopped or pureed (with or with-
out their skins). Choose firm, ripe 
tomatoes and rinse and dry them 
before freezing. Frozen tomatoes 
can easily be incorporated into 
cooked dishes such as soup, sauces 
and stews.

Sweet, bell and hot peppers can 
be frozen after washing. Wash 
sweet and bell peppers and cut 
off stems, remove seeds and slice. 
“Tray freezing,” or freezing in a 

single layer on a cookie sheet for 
at least an hour or until frozen, 
can be done before transferring 
peppers into a freezer, zip-top bag 
to prevent peppers from sticking 
together. Hot peppers can be fro-
zen whole after they are washed, 
dried and destemmed.

Zucchini can be frozen for 
soups, casseroles, pastas dishes 
and even baked goods. Blanch 
cut zucchini in boiling water for 
three minutes then drain, cool 
promptly, seal and freeze. Freeze 
zucchini for baking by washing, 
grating and steam blanching for 
one to two minutes using a pot 
with a basket and tight-fitting lid.

You also can freeze peas, corn, 
onions, berries, peaches and more! 
Keep your freezer at zero degrees 
or below to maintain the quality 
of frozen foods. Frozen fruits and 
vegetables should be eaten within 
eight months for best quality.

Fall soybean cyst nematode testing

Soybean harvest will soon be 
upon us and hours in the 
combine staring at a yield 

monitor can provide us a good 
opportunity to plan fall Soybean 
Cyst Nematode (SCN) monitoring 
efforts. In-cab field observations 
combined with yield monitor data 
can help us design that plan.

Sampling for SCN can occur 
about any time during the year. 
Fall is a great time, allowing time 
for potential management changes 
in advance of the next soybean 
crop. Drought conditions favor 
SCN reproduction, making this 
fall a prime time to monitor SCN 
levels.

One of the challenges of SCN 
is its uneven distribution. Nema-
todes only travel short distances, 
so testing protocols are fairly in-
tense and designed with the intent 
of getting a good idea of numbers. 
Most protocols suggest 10- to 20-
acre sampling blocks or sampling 
according to field management 
zones or in areas where you’ve 

noted production issues in the 
past.

Focus on fields known to have 
SCN popula-
tions or those 
p l a nt e d  t o 
soybeans with 
greater f re-
qu e nc y,  or 
with a history 
of soybean Sud-
den Death Syn-
drome (SDS). 
Walk in a Z pat-
tern and collect 10 to 20 cores (six 
to eight inches deep) per sampling 
zone. Mix well in a bucket and col-
lect one pint of soil in a plastic bag. 
Seal the bag, and ship overnight 
(Refrigerate samples if shipping 
cannot occur immediately. Do 
not allow samples to remain in 
the mail over a weekend.).

To aid Kansas producers in 
monitoring for SCN, the K-State 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab is 
offering limited free SCN testing 
through a grant from the SCN Co-

alition. To learn more, contact me 
via any District Office or email 
dhallaue@ksu.edu, or check out a 

KSU Agronomy 
eUpdate ar-
ticle at https://
eupdate.agron-
omy.ksu.edu/
ar tic le_new/
free-soybean-
c yst - tes t ing-
f r o m - t h e - k -
state-plant-dis-
ease-diagnostic-

lab-497.
Adding Organic Materials 

to the Garden
Tired of looking at a garden that 

hasn’t gotten it done this summer? 
Maybe the only advantage to a 
hot, dry end to the growing sea-
son is we can start adding organic 
matter to the garden sooner than 
later. In fact, you might consider 
adding organic materials directly 
to the soil, and bypass the com-
post process altogether.

The materials you can add are 

(almost) endless. Old mulch or 
rotted silage? Add it and till it in. 
When leaves start to fall, you can 
do the same. 

One material many homeown-
ers want to use is collected grass 
clippings. Most of the time, that 
will be fine, so long as you avoid 
any clippings previously sprayed 
with a crabgrass killer. Spring ap-
plied crabgrass preventers should 
be okay, but crabgrass killers are 
not. They can carry over and 
harm growing plants the follow-
ing spring. 

Spread materials to a depth 
of three inches and incorporate 
Shred coarse materials (tree 
leaves, etc…) so they will break 
down better. When incorporat-
ing, make sure soil is not too wet. 

You can repeat this process 
about every two weeks so long 
as weather remains warm. As it 
cools down, the addition interval 
will need to be lengthened, but 
you can likely repeat the process 
until early December.

Land Conservation 
nominations for 2022 
Banker’s Award Sought

Word that the Conser-
vation Awards Pro-
gram will again be 

held in Brown 
County was re-
ceived by Mat-
thew Young, 
Brown County 
A g r i c u l t u r e 
and 4-H Agent.

“This pro-
gram is being 
sponsored by 
the agricultural 
committee of the Kansas Bankers 
Association,” Young said.

It represents an effort to rec-
ognize and reward farmers who 
practice good stewardship of the 
environment.

The purpose of this program is 
to stimulate a greater interest in 
the conservation of the agricul-
tural resources of Kansas, by giv-
ing recognition to those farmers 
and landowners who have made 
outstanding progress in the estab-
lishment of soil and water conser-

vation on their farms.
Points to be considered in se-

lecting soil conservation award 
winners include 
(1) use of land 
according to 
its capabilities; 
(2) complete-
ness of conser-
vation plan; (3) 
balance of farm 
enterprise; (4) 
quality of con-
servation work 

completed and maintenance of 
practices; and (5) special practices 
unique to the farming operation.

Nominations can be made for 
any person in the county and a 
written justification should be 
included. Send nominations to 
K-State Research and Extension, 
Brown County, 601 Oregon St., 
Hiawatha, KS, 66434, or the NRCS 
Office at 1310 Oregon Street Hi-
awatha, KS, 66434. Deadline for 
submission is Oct. 13.

Body condition score

As I’ve entered my mid-
forties, there are signs 
of my changing body 

condition (fatter, less hair, etc…), 
but that’s not where this article 
is going. Those who attended 
the Tailgate Talk last week got 
to hear me ramble on about cow 
body condition scoring assess-
ment and the opportunities to 
add body condition in fall. Since 
that’s fresh on my mind, let’s dive 
in a bit to BCS.

The Body Condition Score 
(BCS) system used for beef cows 
range from one to nine, with a 
score of one reflecting an ema-
ciated cow and a score of nine 
an obese cow. The BCS system 
allows producers to visually as-
sess their cow herd using num-
bers to objectively describe the 
amount of condition or fat reserve 
of an animal. Cow body condi-
tion score is closely related to 
reproductive efficiency and is a 
more reliable indicator of nutri-
tional status of a cow than is body 
weight. Concepts are similar in 
other species; with dairy cattle, 
goats, sheep and swine using five-
point scales.

Body condition is important 

because there is a close relation-
ship between BCS at calving and 
the first 90 days after calving to 
reproductive 
success. In ad-
dit ion, cow 
body condi-
tion influences 
the calf ’s abil-
ity to develop a 
strong immune 
system. Don’t 
forget the bulls! 
BCS can affect 
fertility in the male side of the 
equation too. BCS is a snapshot 
of cowherd management, simi-
lar to a financial balance sheet, 
and should be assessed at specific 
production points throughout the 
year.

You can evaluate body con-
dition anytime you are around 
cattle, but it is recommended 60 
to 90 days before calving, at calv-
ing and weaning. This can simply 
be done with a tally of the number 
of cows that fall into each BCS 
category while riding, walking, 
or driving through the cattle or 
chute side as processing. You can 
record this on about anything, 
but the K-State Body Condition 

Record Book (MF3277) is a great 
tool for recording scores.

Knowing BCS is one thing, but 
how and when 
is it benefi-
cial to work to 
change scores? 
Obese cows can 
be an issue, but 
generally this 
discussion cen-
ters on getting 
f lesh on thin 
or borderline 

cows (BCS three or four) by mov-
ing them to more optimal scores 
of five or six. One body condi-
tion score is roughly seventy-five 
pounds, so adding that much 
condition doesn’t happen over-
night. The more time you have, 
less energy demands the animal 
has, the fewer scores you have 
to jump and the higher quality 
of feed available; all have direct 
impact on changing body condi-
tion score.

Fall is an excellent time to add 
condition in spring calving herds. 
Cows are second trimester ges-
tation, have weaned a calf and 
are going through the period of 
lowest maintenance energy re-

quirement. This is also 90-120 
days away from common calv-
ing windows, which gives the 
additional time factor. Moderate 
quality feedstuffs can be used to 
add condition, with cool season 
grasses having their secondary 
production window (if it rains!) 
and crop residues are available, 
some with high nutritional value 
cover crops as we discussed last 
week at tailgate talk. This can be 
accomplished on low quality for-
ages with protein supplementa-
tion as well.

K-State’s Guide to Body Condi-
tion Scoring Beef Cows and Bulls 
(MF3274) highlights work from 
Spitzer et al on first calf heifer 
rebreeding rates, looking at BCS. 
The study shows that heifers go-
ing into breeding who were at 
score four, had a 43 percent 
pregnancy rate at Day 40 of the 
breeding season. Comparatively, 
heifers at score six showed a 90 
percent pregnancy rate, a sub-
stantial difference. This guide 
gives good additional informa-
tion on Beef Body Condition 
Scoring. Hopefully Body Condi-
tion Scoring is, or will be, a part 
of your herd management plan.

Livestock 
&  Natural 
Resources
BY: ROSS 
MOSTELLER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Crops & 
Soils
BY: DAVID 
HALLAUER
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT
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KLETC graduates                               
298th basic training class

Submitted
Twenty-one new law enforcement officers gradu-

ated from the Kansas Law Enforcement Training 
Center (KLETC) on Sept. 9 at a ceremony held in 
the KLETC Integrity Auditorium.

Deputy David Decker of the Wilson County 
Sheriff ’s Office was the graduating class presi-
dent. The speaker for the ceremony was Chief Dale 
Finger of the Leawood Police Department. Steve 
McCorkill, KLETC senior instructor of police, was 
the class coordinator for the 298th Basic Training 
Class.

Agent Sydney Schreffler of the Kansas Racing 
and Gaming Commission and Officer Kollin Go-
ering of the Hutchinson Police Department were 
placed on the Director’s Honor Roll. Schreffler was 
additionally awarded the Larry Welch Academic 
Award for having the highest total average on the 
written exams within the class. Officer Chandler 
Allen of the Leavenworth Police Department re-
ceived the award for fitness while Officer Morney 
Sok of the KU Medical Center Police Department 
was recognized for his firearms proficiency as the 
class’s “Top Shot.”

Graduates receive certificates of course comple-
tion from KLETC and Kansas law enforcement cer-
tification from the Kansas Commission on Peace 

Officers’ Standards and Training, the state’s law en-
forcement licensing authority. The training course 
fulfills the state requirement for law enforcement 
training. Classroom lectures and hands-on applica-
tions help train officers to solve the increasingly 
complex problems they face in the line of duty.

Established by the Kansas Legislature in 1968, 
KLETC trains the majority of municipal, county 
and state law enforcement officers in Kansas and 
oversees the training of the remaining officers at 
seven authorized and certified academy programs 
operated by local law enforcement agencies and the 
Kansas Highway Patrol.

About 300 officers enroll annually in KLETC 
14-week basic training programs. KLETC offers 
continuing education and specialized training to 
over 10,000 Kansas officers each year. KLETC is 
located one mile west and one mile south of Yoder, 
near Hutchinson, and is a division of the University 
of Kansas Lifelong & Professional Education.

The graduates, who began their training in May 
2022, represented multiple municipal, county and 
state law enforcement agencies from across Kansas. 

One local graduate is Elliot Boldt of the Iowa 
Tribal Police Department from Brown County.

Read more about the Kansas Law Enforcement 
Training Center at https://kletc.org/.

Kansas crop production report released
Submitted

Based on Sept. 1 conditions, 
Kansas’s 2022 corn production 
is forecast at 628 million bush-
els, down 16 percent from last 
year’s production, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. Area to be har-
vested for grain, at 5.15 million 
acres, is down five percent from 
a year ago. Yield is forecast at 122 
bushels per acre, down 17 bushels 
from last year.

Sorghum for grain: Kansas is 
forecast at 140 million bushels, 
down 47 percent from 2021. Area 
for harvest, at 3.10 million acres, is 

down nine percent from last year. 
Yield is forecast at 45 bushels per 
acre, down 33 bushels from last 
year.

Soybean production: Kansas 
is forecast at 160 million bushels, 
down 16 percent from last year. 
Area for harvest, at 5 million 
acres, is up four percent from 
2021. Yield is forecast at 32 bush-
els per acre, down 7.5 bushels from 
last year.

Cotton production: Kansas is 
forecast at 230,000 bales, up 23 
percent from last year. Acreage 
for harvest, at 152,000 acres, is up 
50,000 acres from 2021. Yield is 

forecast at 726 pounds per acre, 
down 154 pounds per acre from 
a year ago.

Access the National publication 
for this release at https://usda.li-
brary.cornell.edu/concern/publica-
tions/tm70mv177.

Access the National Crop 
Production Executive Brief-
ing at https://www.nass.usda.
gov/Newsroom/Executive_Brief-
ings/2022/09-12-2022.pdf.

Find agricultural statistics for 
your county, State and the Nation 
at www.nass.usda.gov.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Kansas crop progress, condition released

Submitted
For the week ending Sept. 11, 

there were 6.6 days suitable for 
fieldwork, according to the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. Topsoil moisture sup-
plies rated 50 percent very short, 
36 percent short, 14 percent ad-
equate and zero percent surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
51 percent very short, 38 percent 
short, 11 percent adequate and 
zero percent surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter 
wheat planted was three percent, 
equal to both last year and the 
five-year average.

Corn condition rated 27 percent 
very poor, 27 percent poor, 24 per-
cent fair, 20 percent good and two 
percent excellent. Corn dough was 
95 percent, near 97 percent both 
last year, and average. Dented was 
83 percent, near 87 percent both 
last year, and average. Mature was 
50 percent, ahead of 42 percent 
last year, and 44 percent average. 

Harvested was 21 percent, ahead 
of 10 percent last year, and nine 
percent average.

Soybean condition rated 23 per-
cent very poor, 26 percent poor, 26 
percent fair, 23 percent good and 
two percent excellent. Soybeans 
setting pods was 91 percent, equal 
to last year, and near 94 percent 
average. Dropping leaves was 27 
percent, ahead of 19 percent last 
year, and 20 percent average.

Sorghum condition rated 21 
percent very poor, 32 percent 
poor, 30 percent fair, 16 percent 
good and one percent excellent. 
Sorghum headed was 92 percent, 
behind 99 percent last year, and 
98 percent average. Coloring was 
58 percent, behind 77 percent 
last year, and 73 percent average. 
Mature was 11 percent, behind 19 
percent last year, and near 12 per-
cent average. Harvested was two 
percent, near one percent both last 
year and average.

Cotton condition rated four 

percent very poor, 28 percent 
poor, 46 percent fair, 22 percent 
good and zero percent excellent. 
Cotton bolls opening was 37 per-
cent, near 36 percent last year, and 
ahead of 25 percent average.

Pasture and Range Report: 
Pasture and range conditions 
rated 42 percent very poor, 30 
percent poor, 20 percent fair, eight 
percent good and zero percent ex-
cellent.

Data for this news release were 
provided at the county level by 
USDA Farm Service Agency, KSU 
Extension Service and other re-
porters across the State. 

Access the National Crop Prog-
ress and Condition publication 
at https://usda.library.cornell.edu/
concern/publications/8336h188j.

Access Crop Progress and 
Condition graphical products at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_
and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Con-
dition/2022/index.php.
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Towing safety: what are the dynamics?
Submitted by Loretta Sorensen
Workers in an agricultural set-

ting will likely find it necessary 
to tow equipment at some point. 
Many things can go wrong with-
out a proper understanding of 
the dynamics involved in towing 
equipment.

Purdue Extension’s “There’s 
More to Equipment Extraction 
than Hooking and Pulling” 
notes that “every vehicle extrac-
tion brings its unique set of chal-
lenges and concerns.” Don’t count 
on having the same results every 
time you tow equipment. Past suc-
cess may have been “lucky” even 
though it was a risky process. Un-
derstanding the ratings of tow-
ing devices, what factors to con-
sider before attempting to extract 
equipment and knowing when to 
call a professional wrecker service 
can help avoid tragic consequenc-
es resulting from a towing event.

Before attempting to extract 
equipment, remember that a 
broken piece of metal can quickly 
become a missile with the poten-
tial for serious injury. It’s not un-
common for a sense of urgency to 
tempt operators to find the fastest, 
easiest way to extract equipment. 
Acting without planning may 
lead to unnecessary risk-taking 
actions. Using a cut towing strap, 
undersized clevis or chain, or a 
weak attachment point has the po-
tential for injury and may result 
in tragedy.

Operators must be “consciously 
aware of what’s happening and an-
ticipating the unexpected to ex-
tract equipment safely. Extracting 
stuck equipment is never routine 
because every situation is differ-
ent. It only takes a split second to 
turn the most benign activity into 
one that causes serious injury or 
even death.”

When equipment is mired in 
the ground, it takes more pull-
ing strength to move it than to 
pull the same object over the 
road. Stuck equipment is “dead 
weight,” requiring the operator to 
overcome additional forces. Tow-
ing puts “incredible stress on the 
straps, cables, chains and other 
devices. From the time we start 
pulling until the time the stuck 
vehicle is dragged forward – that 
stress can be up to many times the 
weight of the stuck object.”

The strength and integrity of 
towing devices are “put to the 
ultimate test” when the force of 
the vehicle pulling in one direc-
tion is pitted against the force of 
the stuck equipment. If the pull-

ing force is greater than the force 
holding the stuck vehicle, the 
vehicle will be pulled toward the 
towing truck or tractor.

Suppose the force exerted on 
the chains, straps, clevis, etc., is 
greater than the rated capacity of 
the connector. The towing device 
can tear, snap, or break before the 
equipment is freed. When tearing 
or breaking occurs, debris may 
become airborne with tremendous 
speed and force.

Don’t take the risk if the proper 
equipment for a successful tow 
isn’t available. Foregoing good 
judgment in any situation isn’t 
worth the potential for a terrible 
outcome. Always take time to ana-
lyze the situation before attempt-
ing to complete a tow.

Consider using a professional 
towing service in these circum-
stances:

• The towing vehicle’s engine 
stalls out in the lowest gear when 
attempting a tow.

• The towing vehicle’s tires do 
nothing but spin and smoke.

• Attachments – chains, straps, 
etc., break.

• Multiple chains, ropes, etc., 
will be required to complete the 
tow.

• Multiple tow vehicles will be 
required to attempt the pull.

• The circumstances are un-
usual, and operators are unsure 
how to proceed with the tow.

• You will cause additional 
damage to the tow vehicle or stuck 
equipment by attempting the tow.

• You’re uncertain of the rated 
capacities for the towing straps, 
clevises, etc.

• The towing equipment has not 
been inspected.

• The towing vehicle will need 
a “running start” for a success-
ful tow.

• Tempers are flaring – which 
quickly leads to poor judgment.

• Don’t ignore “gut instinct.”
If the equipment that requires 

towing is loaded with hazardous 
material (pesticide, liquid fertil-
izer, fuel, etc.), consider the added 
risk factors for potential operator 
injury or environmental pollution. 
Consider where the spilled ma-
terial might f low or what other 
hazards a spill could pose.

If hazardous material is towed, 
take these added safety steps:

• Make sure the tank holding 
material is secured.

• Account for any materials on 
the equipment.

• Inspect tie-downs to ensure 
they’re still intact.

• Consider unloading materials 
before attempting a tow, which 
may be safer and make the tow 
load lighter.

• Inspect hoses and fittings to 
ensure they are intact and not 
damaged.

• Make sure towing won’t rip 
off hoses.

• Do everything possible to 
ensure that hazardous materials 
aren’t released into the environ-
ment. 

• Wear all appropriate personal 
protective equipment (PPE) if a 
spill occurs.

For all towing situations, deter-
mine how badly the equipment/
vehicle is stuck. If you proceed, 
will further damage be caused to 
the equipment or tow vehicle? Are 
the axles dragging? Is the vehicle 
bellied out or resting on the frame 
or rear-end housing?

Determine if the extraction will 
require a general pull or more ef-
fort. Know if the equipment is 
loaded or empty and where the 
equipment is located – i.e., sand, 
clay, snow. Can you reach the 
stuck vehicle without getting any 
other equipment stuck? What’s 
the condition of the ground under 
the pulling vehicle? Do you have 
all the right equipment to com-
plete the pull – straps, clevises, 
chains, etc.?

Check your towing equipment 
to ensure it’s rated for the job and 
ensure all extraction equipment 
is in good condition and has no 
integrity issues.

Any drivers and bystanders 
must be protected from potential-
ly flying debris. Consider whether 
or not the load on the stuck equip-
ment will shift forward or back-
ward during the tow and how that 
could affect the towing operation.

Is the stuck equipment leaning 
to one side? If a truck and trailer 
are involved, will unhitching the 
trailer cause the towing vehicle 
to roll over?

Look up to determine if power 
lines will be an issue during the 
tow.

If you work with a team or pro-
fessional towing service, provide 
them with all these essential de-
tails before attempting the tow. 
Consider a backup plan if the tow 
fails. Have information for spill 
recovery on hand and all appro-
priate emergency phone numbers.

You can find additional de-
tails for towing safety at https://
ppp.purdue.edu/extracting-stuck-
equipment-safely/.

Crop Progress by District For the Week Ending Sept. 11, 2022

Percent

NW  WC SW  NC C SC NE EC SE STATE

Corn Dough 85 94 98 98 97 99 100 97 100 95

Corn Dented 68 61 90 81 92 94 99 87 99 83

Corn Mature 48 12 36 45 74 60 70 62 92 50

Corn Harvested 22 0 4 6 48 44 15 25 80 21


