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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Fly Kansas Air Tour schedule announced

SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion’s Division of Aviation is partnering 
with the Kansas Commission on Aerospace 
Education (KCAE) to host the Fly Kansas 
Air Tour from Thursday, Oct. 6, to Saturday, 
Oct. 8.

The annual flying celebration promotes 
aviation and economic growth. Over 30 pilots 
have already registered to fly the Air Tour 
this year, visiting nine communities across 
Kansas during the three-day tour.

“The Fly Kansas Air Tour brings airplanes 
and exciting career opportunities within 
reach for over 1,000 children across the state 
– an experience we hope many will look back 
on as their first step into aviation,” said Bob 
Brock, KDOT Director of Aviation.

The tour focuses on STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math) education. 
Highlights for this year include opportunities 
for students to learn from pilots, attend com-
munity events and view aircraft participating 
in the tour.

Stops include the following airports:
Day 1 (Oct. 6): Wellington, 8:30 to 9:30 

a.m.; Pittsburg, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Ottawa, 2 
to 3:45 p.m.; El Dorado, 5 to 8 p.m.

Day 2 (Oct. 7): Augusta, 10 to 11:45 a.m.; 
Rooks County, 1:30 to 3 p.m.; Hays 4 to 8 p.m.

Day 3 (Oct. 8): Concordia, 9:30 a.m. to 
noon; and a final stop in Junction City, 1 
to 3 p.m.

For more information, visit the Fly Kansas 
Air Tour page at https://allevents.in/events/
fly-kansas-air-tour-2022/10000355597380337.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Comments on STIP amendment requested
SUBMITTED

The Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion (KDOT) requests comments on an 
amendment to the FFY 2023-2026 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
document.

The STIP is a project specific publication 
that lists all KDOT administered projects, 

regardless of funding source, and includes 
projects for counties and cities as well as proj-
ects on the State Highway System. The list 
of projects being amended to the STIP can 
be viewed at http://www.ksdot.org/bureaus/
burProgProjMgmt/stip/stip.asp.

The approval of the STIP amendment 
requires a public comment period, which 
concludes Oct. 5. To make comments on the 

amendment, contact KDOT’s Division of 
Program and Project Management at 785-
296-3254.

This information is available in alternative 
accessible formats. To obtain an alternative 
format, contact the KDOT Division of Com-
munications at 785-296-3585 (Voice/Hearing 
Impaired-711).

CENTRAL STATES CENTER FOR AGRICULTURAL SAFETY

Tips to prevent combine fires
SUBMITTED BY                      

LORETTA SORENSON

No one wants equipment to go 
down during harvest, especially if 
it’s due to a combine fire.

To help manage and prevent 
a combine fire, Joshua Michel, 
Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Field Agronomist, 
recommends practicing several 
safety principles before and dur-
ing harvest season.

“Look at your local forecast,” 
Michel said. “When dry condi-
tions persist, windy conditions 
increase potential for combine 
and field fires. That’s especially 
true when winds are strong and 
humidity is low. There’s a lot of 
dry corn stalks and bean residue, 
things are dustier, and all it takes 
to start a fire is a spark from an 
engine, overheated bearing, or 
contact with the exhaust mani-
fold.”

As technology advances, to-
day’s combines are larger and 
more powerful, which means they 

generate more heat during opera-
tion. Fire needs two sources for 
combustion: heat and fuel.

“You can’t get away from the 
heat a combine generates,” Michel 
said. “That means we have to do 
a good job of removing the fuel 
source that’s near the heat. Keep 
that combine clean, especially 
around the engine compartment. 
Use a high-pressure washer or 
compressed air to get rid of caked 
on oil and grease. Get any crop 
residue and dust off. The cleaner 
you keep it, the less potential there 
is for fire.”

Other maintenance tasks that 
help reduce fire risk include 
checking coolant and oil levels 
every day, especially if the com-
bine features an engine turbo 
charger. During operation, there 
may be wear and tear on some ar-
eas which could lead to an oil or 
coolant leak.

“A good practice is to fre-
quently blow off any leaves, chaff 
or plant material,” Michel said. 
“You could use a leaf blower if a 

pressure washer or compressed 
air isn’t available. It’s best to get 
that done at the end of the day. If 
you wait till morning, dew may 
make it more difficult to get the 
plant materials off the machine.”

In addition to clearing the ex-
terior of the combine, search for 
plant material that wrapped up 
on the machine near bearings, 
belts or any place where friction 
occurs since friction is what pro-
duces heat.

“Check the exhaust system and 
make sure nothing is leaking, in-
cluding fuel, oil or any hoses,” 
Michel said. “Inspect and clean 
any recessed areas near fuel tanks 
and lines. I know I sound like a 
broken record, but keeping the 
machine clean is the best way to 
prevent a fire.”

When it’s time to refuel, take 10 
to 15 minutes to allow the com-
bine to cool down. This reduces 
the risk for gasoline or diesel fuel 
volatilization and igniting fumes.

“Research suggests that, if we 
have dry conditions, which we see 

this year across much of the Mid-
west, coupled with wind speeds in 
excess of 20 to 30 miles per hour, 
combine and field fires are nearly 
inevitable,” Michel said. “As dry 
as the growing season has been, 
things dry out even more in fall. 
Producers may want to consider 
if they can delay harvest until 
we have some moisture on the 
ground.”

Michel notes that even a shower 
that brings a tenth of an inch of 
rain can help significantly reduce 
fire risk.

“Obviously, producers still need 
to get into the field, but whatever 
can be done to reduce the risk of 
fire will be beneficial,” Michel 
said.

If fire does break out on a com-
bine or in a field during harvest 
activities, Michel encourages pro-
ducers to immediately call 911.

“If you believe something is 
smoldering or you see fire, don’t 
hesitate to call 911,” he said. “Fire 
fighters are happy to find that 
you were able to contain the fire 

or that it turned out to be noth-
ing. That’s a much better situa-
tion than arriving to find that a 
combine or field is engulfed in 
flames.”

A fire like these doubles in size 
in less than one minute, making 
every moment critical before fire 
fighters arrive. Burning embers 
will quickly spread fire down-
wind, causing a fire to rapidly 
become uncontrollable.

“If you’re able to fight a fire on 
the ground, work from the black 
area, where the field is already 
burned,” Michel said. “Never try 
to fight a fire if you can’t do so 
safely.”

Preparing for a potential fire 
includes keeping two ABC-type 
fire extinguishers on the combine. 
A smaller 10-pound extinguisher 
should be placed inside the cab or 
right next to the cab door. A larger 
20-pound extinguisher should be 
located close to the ground on the 
combine exterior.

“Two to three times during the 
year, invert those extinguishers 

so the powder doesn’t all settle in 
the bottom,” Michel said. “The 
combine vibration will cause the 
powder to settle, which means it 
may not work properly when you 
need it.”

Other preparations that are key 
to successfully managing a com-
bine or field fire include listing 
the 911 addresses for each field. 
Having this at hand will allow 
emergency services to reach the 
field more quickly.

Most farm equipment is covered 
by insurance, however, in today’s 
economy, obtaining necessary re-
pairs or equipment replacement 
could be challenging and take a 
significant amount of time.

“Do all you can to prevent a 
fire,” Michel said. “Even if you 
think you smell something, it’s 
better to call for help first, then 
inspect to see what’s happening. 
No one will complain if they reach 
the field to find there’s no fire to 
put out or you’ve managed to con-
trol it with your fire extinguisher.”

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Funds for                 
high-speed 
internet 
announced

SUBMITTED

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Kansas State 
Director for Rural Development Christy Davis announced 
$6,319,640 in funding for high-speed internet access for 
rural residents and businesses in eight counties including 
Jackson, Nemaha, Pottawatomie, Republic, Washington 
and Riley counties in Kansas, and Jefferson and Thayer 
counties in Nebraska.

USDA is making the investments through the third fund-
ing round of the ReConnect Program. The department will 
make additional investments in the coming months with 
funding from President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, which provides a historic $65 billion investment to 
expand affordable, high-speed internet to all communities 
across the U.S.

“High-speed internet is essential for success in education, 
healthcare and business in the twenty-first century,” Davis 
said. “Federal funding makes it possible for communica-
tions companies, like J.B.N. Telephone, to serve our state’s 
rural communities.”

USDA Rural Development Under Secretary Xochitl Tor-
res-Small visited J.B.N. Telephone, in Holton, on Sept. 22 
to announce the $6.3 million grant that will provide high-
speed internet to eight counties in Kansas and Nebraska.

The specifics of this Kansas grant are:
A $6,319,640 grant will be used to deploy a fiber-to-the-

premises network. This network will connect 704 people, 17 
businesses and 225 farms to high-speed internet in Jackson, 
Nemaha, Pottawatomie, Republic, Washington and Riley 
counties in Kansas, as well as Jefferson and Thayer coun-
ties in Nebraska.

J.B.N Telephone Company Inc. will make high-speed 
internet affordable by participating in the FCC’s Afford-
able Connectivity and Lifeline programs by providing low-
income consumers who qualify for a monthly service credit 
up to $30.

BACKGROUND: RECONNECT PROGRAM
To be eligible for ReConnect Program funding, an appli-

cant must serve an area where high-speed internet service 
speeds are lower than 100 megabits per second (Mbps) 
(download) and 20 Mbps (upload). The applicant must also 
commit to building facilities capable of providing high-
speed internet service at speeds of 100 Mbps (download 
and upload) to every location in its proposed service area.

To learn more about investment resources for rural areas, 
visit www.rd.usda.gov or contact the nearest USDA Rural 
Development state office.

USDA Rural Development provides loans and grants to 
help expand economic opportunities, create jobs and im-
prove the quality of life for millions of Americans in rural 
areas. This assistance supports infrastructure improvements; 
business development; housing; community facilities such 
as schools, public safety and health care; and high-speed 
internet access in rural, tribal and high-poverty areas. For 
more information, visit www.rd.usda.gov.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so 
many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater 
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, 
fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, 
healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers 
using climate- smart food and forestry practices, making 
historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity 
across the Department by removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more representative of America. To 
learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

If you’d like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development 
updates, visit their GovDelivery subscriber page at https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/subscriber/
new?email=&amp;commit=Sign+Up.
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opinion
COLUMNS

LETTERS POLICY
WRITE: Letters to the Editor, The Sabetha Herald, 
P.O. Box 208, Sabetha, KS  66534
EMAIL: news@sabethaherald.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve 
the right to edit for clarification or length. Letters should be fewer 
than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other 
week. Letters are due by 10 a.m. on Monday before publication and 
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone number 
for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be 
included in the printed letter. We do not publish anonymous letters 
or letters printed elsewhere.

YOUR VOICE
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran
202-224-6521 | 913-393-0711
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Room 521 | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.moran.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Roger Marshall
202-224-4774 
Russell Senate Office Bldg., Suite B33 | Washington, D.C. 20510
www.marshall.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Jake LaTurner
202-225-6601
1630 Longworth House Office Bldg. | Washington, D.C. 20515
www.laturner.house.gov

STATE REPRESENTATIVES
62nd District Kansas Representative Randy Garber
randy.garber@house.ks.gov
785-296-7665 | 785-285-1238
2424 Timberlane Terrace | Sabetha, 66534
1st District Kansas Senator Dennis Pyle
Dennis.Pyle@senate.ks.gov
785-296-7379 | 785-742-3780
2979 Kingfisher Road | Hiawatha, KS 66434

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES
Gary Scoby
Nemaha County Commissioner, 1st District
glscoby@gmail.com
Jason Koch
Nemaha County Commissioner, 2nd District
jandmkoch@yahoo.com
Dylan Keim
Nemaha County Commissioner, 3rd District
goldendayinc@gmail.com
Richard Lehmkuhl
Brown County Commissioner, 1st District
brcomm@brcoks.org
Lamar Shoemaker
Brown County Commissioner, 2nd District
brcomm@brcoks.org
William Pollock
Brown County Commissioner, 3rd District
brcomm@brcoks.org

CITY REPRESENTATIVES
Mayor Cody Bletscher
bletscher.cody@gmail.com
Commissioner Nick Aberle
nickaberle@hotmail.com
Commissioner Maridel Wittmer
maridelw@att.net
Commissioner Norm Schmitt
norms@extru-techinc.com
Commissioner Julie Burenheide
bburenheide@yahoo.com
City Administrator Doug Allen
785-284-2158 | dallen@cityofsabetha.com

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
Board President Leslie Scoby
scobyl@usd113.org
Board Member Anissa Bloom
blooma@usd113.org
Board Vice President Kathy Lippert
lippertk@usd113.org
Board Member Kent Saylor
saylork@usd113.org
Board Member Jim Scoby
scobyj@usd113.org
Board Member Phillip Buessing
buessinph@usd113.org
Board Member Stan Keim
keims@usd113.org
Superintendent Todd Evans
785-284-2175 | evanst@usd113.org

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in editorials, columns, letters to the editor 
or editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect those of The Sabetha 
Herald or its staff. Furthermore, The Sabetha Herald does not and 
will not fact check the information included in letters to the editor. 
All information will be left as presented by the author. 

Balancing marriage, work not an easy task

In many two-earner families 
today it becomes difficult to 
fully meet the demands of 

work and to give the necessary 
time to create and maintain a sat-
isfying and intimate partnership. 
Here are some ideas.

Separate work and family activ-
ities. Establish rituals that signal 
the end of the working day and 
leave business behind. Focus on 
love life, children and what to have 
for dinner — anything so long 
as it isn’t work. Take vacations. 
Though it’s hard to take time off, 
vacations break the routine and 
give a fresh perspective. Pursue 
non-work-related activities. Take 
a class, engage in a sport or hobby, 

or volunteer time to an organiza-
tion. Stick to work tasks while on 
the job. Com-
partmentalize 
personal and 
profess iona l 
roles. Realize 
that those two 
roles are differ-
ent, and enjoy 
the diversity.

Talk honestly 
and often. Get 
disputes out in 
the open. Putting something aside 
and avoiding it, which is common 
with couples, ensures that it will 
come back magnified. Listen 
without being critical. It’s impor-

tant to listen without getting de-
fensive or assuming you’re being 

criticized. Ex-
press needs in 
a positive way. 
Be very specific 
about explain-
ing wants and 
needs. Avoid 
blaming the 
other person 
for not meet-
ing them. Learn 
that reciprocity 

is the best approach for a true 
partnership.

Resolve all disputes — at home 
or at work. Focus on priorities. 
Don’t be sidetracked by extrane-

ous issues. Learn how to develop a 
win-win situation. Lose-lose situ-
ation occur when trying to “win” 
out of pride, arrogance or need to 
be in control.

Divide home work carefully. 
Define areas of responsibility at 
home. Determine who has the 
skills to be in charge of what. Help 
each other when needed.

Balancing work and family 
demands require both skill and 
commitment from all parties. 
Remember the best intentions 
without appropriate action can 
lead to difficulty.

New 4-H year is on the horizon

With each new school 
year comes oppor-
tunities for growth 

in and out of the classroom. For 
those ages 7-18, now is the time 
to consider adding 4-H to their 
hands-on learning experiences, 
said Beth Hinshaw, Kansas State 
University Southeast Area Exten-
sion specialist.

“Through 4-H, young people 
have the opportunity to find a 
project area that they are really 
interested in, their spark,” Hin-
shaw said. “We have more than 30 
different project areas for students 
to have hands-on experiences and 
showcase what they’ve learned in 
a variety of ways.”

One of those 4-Hers, who is 
closing out on the end of her 
4-H career, is Annika Wiebers, a 
member from Riley County and a 
member of the Kansas 4-H Lead-
ership Council.

“I began sewing with my grand-
mother when I was five years old 
by making a t-shirt dress and last 
year, I made my prom dress. My 
passion for sewing is something I 

would not have discovered with-
out 4-H and now I absolutely 
love doing it,” 
Wiebers said.

S h e  a l s o 
said that 4-H 
pushed her 
into trying new 
projects, one of 
which is raising 
sheep.

“ I  d id n’t 
show any live-
stock until I 
was 15 because my friends told 
me I’d be good at showing sheep, 
so I tried it,” Wiebers said.

Beyond projects, Wiebers also 
grew her leadership skills by serv-
ing on the Kansas 4-H Leadership 
Council. In that role she helps con-
nect others to state events such as 
Citizenship in Action and Kansas 
Youth Leadership Forum, both of 
which are hands-on conferences 
focused on citizenship, leadership 
and project-based learning.

“My work on projects has given 
me wonderful networking oppor-
tunities and helped lead me to my 

agricultural communications ma-
jor at K-State,” Wiebers said.

For t hose 
who may be 
interested in 
learning more 
about  4 -H, 
Hinshaw ad-
vised visiting 
t he  K a nsa s 
4-H website — 
kansas4-H.org 
— where people 
can link to the 

local extension sites where they 
can find out more about their area 
clubs. Enrollment for the 2022-23 
year begins Oct. 1.
Pruning Trees and Shrubs 

in the Fall
Though light pruning and re-

moval of dead wood are fine this 
time of year, more severe prun-
ing should be left until spring. 
Consider pruning to be “light” 
if 10 percent of less of the plant 
is removed. Dead wood does not 
count in this calculation. Keep 
in mind that even light pruning 

of spring-blooming shrubs such 
as lilac and forsythia will reduce 
flowers for next year. We normally 
recommend that spring-bloomers 
be pruned after flowering.

Shrubs differ in how severely 
they can be cutback. Junipers do 
not break bud from within the 
plant and therefore should be 
trimmed lightly if you wish to 
keep the full shape. Overgrown 
junipers should be removed.

On the other hand, there are 
certain shrubs that can be pruned 
back severely during the spring. 
Rejuvenation is the most severe 
type of pruning and may be used 
on multi-stem shrubs that have 
become too large with too many 
old branches to justify saving the 
younger canes.

All stems are cut back to three- 
to five-inch stubs. This works well 
for spirea, forsythia, pyracantha, 
ninebark, Russian almond, little 
leaf mock orange, shrub roses and 
flowering quince. Just remember 
that spring is the correct time to 
do this, not now. 

Why preventative healthcare is important

We can do many 
things to try and 
stay healthy. We can 

get plenty of exercise, eat vitamin-
rich fruits and vegetables, main-
tain an active social life, and avoid 
smoking and drug and alcohol 
abuse. Getting preventative health 
screenings to prevent illness or 
detect it early is also vital. Pre-
ventive screenings can help you 
find potential health problems 
early and receive treatment. They 
also can prevent you from getting 
certain illnesses. Receiving reg-
ular preventative services could 
reduce your risk of disability or 
even death.

Most health insurance plans 
provide preventative services. 
Your doctor can advise you on 
when to start getting preventive 
screenings and how often they 
should be performed. Sometimes, 
your risk factors for certain dis-
eases may mean you have a greater 

chance of developing a specific 
disease. In this case, your doctor 
may recom-
mend you be 
screened more 
frequently.

Below is a list 
of some preven-
tative screen-
ings you may 
want to dis-
cuss with your 
healthcare pro-
vider. This list 
is not all-inclusive. Check with 
your insurance provider to see 
if and how often the screening is 
covered.

Bone Mass Measurements: A 
test to see if you are at risk for 
broken bones due to osteoporosis. 
The lower your bone density, the 
higher the risk of fracture.

Breast Cancer Screening: 
Mammograms check for breast 
cancer that you or your doc-

tor may not be able to find by a 
manual examination.

Colorecta l 
Cancer Screen-
ing: Helps to 
find pre-can-
cerous polyps 
before t hey 
become can-
cerous. Several 
types of screen-
ings are avail-
able.

D i a b e t e s 
Screening: These screenings de-
termine whether or not you are at 
risk for developing or might have 
diabetes.

Prostate Cancer Screening: 
Measures the amount of Prostate 
Specific Antigen (PSA) in the 
blood.

Cholesterol Screening: a blood 
test that checks the amount of 
cholesterol and triglycerides in 
your blood. High cholesterol can 

lead to heart disease.
It is essential to see your health-

care provider regularly, even if 
you are feeling well. Preventative 
screenings are a vital tool to help 
you maintain your good health.

Upcoming Events:
A Medicare Options Class-

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn will 
be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 13, at the Oska-
loosa Office, 100 E Washington, 
785-863-2212. This class is free. 
Please call to register

A Medicare Open Enrollment 
Plan Review will be held Oct. 15 
through Dec. 7. Appointments 
are available in all three district 
offices:

Holton Office, 114 W Fifth St., 
785-364-4125

Oskaloosa Office, 100 E Wash-
ington, 785-863-2212

Seneca Office, 1500 Commu-
nity Dr., 785-336-2184

Family & 
Wellness
BY: TERESA 
HATFIELD
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

Nutrition  
& Finance
BY: CINDY 
WILLIAMS
MEADOWLARK 
EXTENSION 
DISTRICT

On the 
Extension 
Line
BY: MATT YOUNG
BROWN COUNTY 
EXTENSION

How are we

?
Questions?
Concerns?

Compliments?
Don’t hesitate to contact us!

Email: sabethaherald@sabethaherald.com
Phone: 785-284-3300

In Person: 1024 Main Street, Sabetha
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The effects of late season usage on cool season grasses

Forage management this 
time of year is a balanc-
ing act: back off grazing 

and (potentially) give up forage we 
could really use right now or go 
ahead and use what we can hoping 
stands will come out on the other 
side as strong as ever. There isn’t 
one right answer.

As a general rule, perennial 
forages will benefit from a pe-
riod of rest and regrowth prior 
to fall dormancy. When moisture 
is adequate and temperatures op-
timum (remember: the optimum 
temperature for warm season 
grasses is vastly different than that 
for cool season forages), grasses 
grow rapidly. Photosynthesis oc-

curs and green leaves transfer 
energy to leaves.

When adequate leaf area is at-
tained, energy is translocated to 
root systems. This maintains the 
plant through winter and initiates 
spring green-up. It’s a simple, but 
often overlooked process that has 
a lot to do with how plants pros-
per/perish, and can be a tough one 
for forage producers trying to bal-
ance their forage need with their 
available forage resource.

Take the opportunity now to 
take a second look at pastures/hay 
fields. Four to six inches of green 
growth is the minimum suggested 
height prior to entering dormancy. 
Plants with less regrowth often 

don’t have the photosynthetic 
capacity to simultaneously pro-
duce top and 
root growth, 
meaning root 
systems may be 
weakened going 
in to dormancy. 
A weakened 
root system 
now may result 
in slower green 
up – and poten-
tial yield reduc-
tions – in the future.

If you find forage growth less 
than desirable, consider steps you 
can take prior to dormancy to help 
with stand recovery. In pasture, it 

may mean reduced grazing pres-
sure. In hay fields, there may be 

little you can do 
outside of for-
ward planning 
for next sea-
son. Either way, 
knowing where 
you stand now 
can aid in your 
management of 
that stand well 
in to the future.

Sunscald Prevention
Planting trees is hard work: dig 

a hole the right size, plant at the 
right time, provide the appropri-
ate amount of water, etc. Even if 
you do it all correctly, Mother Na-

ture can throw us a curve. This 
summer, that curve was above 
normal temperatures and below 
normal precipitation. It can also 
happen in winter, with damage 
in the form of sunscald and bark 
cracks to young, smooth, thin-
barked trees like fruit trees, hon-
eylocusts, ash, oak and maple.

Research out of Georgia has 
shown that on warm winter days, 
the southwest side of a peach tree’s 
trunk may reach temperatures as 
much as 40 degrees warmer than 
bark in the shade. When warm-
ing occurs, bark tissue loses cold 
hardiness and cells become active. 
Active cells are then susceptible to 
lethal freezing when temperature 

drops at night. The result: bark tis-
sue that becomes sunken and dis-
colored in late spring. This bark 
eventually cracks and sloughs off. 
While trees can recover, they of-
ten require watering when dry.

If you have any of the thin 
barked trees referenced above, 
consider preventative measures 
in the form of a light-colored tree 
wrap to young or recently planted 
trees. Apply the wrap in October/
November, starting at ground lev-
el and extending to the start of 
the first branches. This will help 
protect the tree in winter. Remove 
the following March to keep the 
wrap from damaging bark during 
the next growing season.

Veterinary feed directive

If you’ve been following my 
columns, you will have not-
ed that I tend to write about 

what may be happening to me on 
a personal level. The theory is, if 
it is timely for me, it might just be 
for others? That is the case again 
this week, as I got to go through 
the process of working with my 
veterinarian on a veterinary feed 
directive (VFD) this week.

This is likely old news for most, 
but hopefully a good refresher 
none the less. Information in this 
article comes from Dr. A.J. Tarpoff 
and the publication, Veterinary 
Feed Directive: What Producers 
Should Know about Antimicro-
bial Use in Feed https://bookstore.
ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3289.pdf

The current rules on VFD have 

been in place since January 2017. 
A VFD is a written statement au-
thorizing the use of a medically 
important antibiotic in or on the 
feed (this includes milk and milk 
replacer). The VFD form, either 
in print or electronic formats, 
will contain the veterinarian and 
client’s contact information, the 
location of the animals, date of 
approval, expiration date of the 
order, name of VFD drug, type 
of animal being fed, number of 
animals to be fed, indication for 
the drug, level of the drug in the 
feed, any withdrawal or special 
instructions, number of refills 
if ordered, correct statement in-
dicating no off label use and the 
veterinarians signature.

VFD drugs are antibiotics that 

are used in food producing ani-
mals that are medically impor-
tant in human 
medicine. The 
most common 
drugs that will 
be affected are 
the tetracy-
clines (chlortet-
racycline, oxy-
tetracycline), 
Sulfas, Tylosin, 
Neomycin and 
Virginiamycin. 
The directions on the label are for 
the indication (treatment or con-
trol of a disease), dose (the amount 
fed each day) and duration (days 
the animals are fed the drug). Vet-
erinarians can only issue a VFD 
for labelled directions. Many of 

these products were previously, 
widely available over the counter 

medicat ions; 
easi ly being 
able to be pur-
chased and fed 
according to 
label.

VFDs con-
tain an expira-
tion date. The 
expiration date 
on the VFD is 
not the same as 

the duration f use. Duration of 
use is the period of time which 
the animals should be fed the 
VFD drug for label indication. 
The expiration is the last day of 
the authorization to feed a VFD. 
The FDA has set a maximum of 

six-month expiration on a VFD 
order. If a producer has VFD feed 
on hand, but the expiration date 
has passed, a new VFD must be 
made to legally continue to feed.

Three copies of the VFD order 
are made. The original will be 
kept by the issuing veterinarian, 
one copy will be sent to the feed 
distributor, and the other copy 
will be given to the producer. 
These orders must be kept on file 
by the producer for two years after 
the issuing of the VFD. If an FDA 
inspection occurs, the VFD order 
must be provided upon request.

The use of antibiotics in feed 
for food producing animals has 
come under scrutiny over the 
past decade or so. The growing 
issues with bacteria developing 

resistance to medically impor-
tant antibiotics in human medi-
cine have been a major driver of 
these changes. The FDA has put 
the use of medically important 
antibiotics under the guidance of 
veterinarians.

The Veterinary Feed Directive 
(VFD) is the way in which veteri-
narians will work with producers 
to ensure the judicious use of these 
antibiotics with FDA oversight. 
Use of these antimicrobials by 
producers must be authorized by 
their veterinarian in the form of 
a VFD. For more general infor-
mation on antibiotics, K-State has 
developed the following website 
as a resource – http://www.ksu-
antibiotics.org/.
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A Blast from the Past
Have an “old” photo that you’d like to share 
with Herald readers? We’d love to have it! 

Email the photo and information about it to us!
news@sabethaherald.com
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Health advisories released for      
lakes due to blue-green algae

Submitted
The Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) have 
issued several public health ad-
visories for Kansas lakes due to 
blue-green algae. 

A harmful algal bloom (HAB) 
may look like foam, scum or paint 
floating on the water and be col-
ored blue, bright green, brown or 
red. Blooms can develop rapidly; 
if the water appears suspicious 
or there is decaying algae on the 
shore, avoid contact and keep 
dogs away. These toxins can be 
absorbed by ingestion, inhalation 
of aerosols and even skin contact. 
Symptoms vary depending upon 
the type of exposure (e.g. direct 
contact, ingestion, inhalation), 
but can include rash, vomiting, 
diarrhea, fever, sore throat and 
headache.

If you, or your dog, come into 
contact with algae, rinse the area 
with clean, fresh water. Suspected 
HAB-related health incidents, 
whether human or animal, re-
gardless of season, should be 
reported at https://www.kdhe.
ks.gov/1163.

ACTIVE ADVISORIES
Warning
• Colwich City Lake, Sedgwick 

County
• Crystal Lake, Anderson 

County
• Ford County Lake, Ford 

County
• Gathering Pond, Geary Coun-

ty
• Jerry Ivey Pond, Saline County
• Kingston Lake, Johnson 

County
• Melvern Outlet (River) Pond, 

Osage County
• Milford Lake Zone A, Dickin-

son and Geary Counties (Elevated 
on Sept. 22)

• Milford Lake Zone B, Geary 
County (Elevated on Sept. 22)

• Milford Lake Zone C, Geary 
and Clay County

• Overbrook City Lake, Osage 
County

• Rooks County SFL, Rooks 
County

• South Park Lake, Johnson 
County

Watch
• Carbondale City Lake (Strow-

bridge), Osage County
• Louisburg Old Lake (City 

Lake), Miami County
• Marion Reservoir, Marion 

County
A Warning status indicates that 

conditions are unsafe for human 
and pet exposure. Contact with 
the waterbody should be avoided. 

When a warning is issued, 
KDHE recommends the follow-
ing precautions be taken:

• Lake water is not safe to drink 
for pets or livestock.

• Lake water, regardless of blue-
green algae status, should never be 
consumed by humans.

• Water contact should be 
avoided.

• Fish may be eaten if they are 
rinsed with clean water and only 
the fillet portion is consumed, 
while all other parts are discarded.

• Do not allow pets to eat dried 
algae.

• If lake water contacts skin, 
wash with clean water as soon as 
possible.

• Avoid areas of visible algae ac-
cumulation.

A Watch status means that blue-
green algae have been detected 
and a harmful algal bloom is pres-
ent or likely to develop. People are 
encouraged to avoid areas of algae 
accumulation and keep pets and 

livestock away from the water.
During the watch status, KDHE 

recommends the following pre-
cautions be taken:

• Signage will be posted at all 
public access locations.

• Water may be unsafe for hu-
mans/animals.

• Avoid areas of algae accumu-
lation and do not let people/pets 
eat dried algae or drink contami-
nated water.

• Swimming, wading, skiing 
and jet skiing are discouraged 
near visible blooms.

• Boating and fishing are safe. 
However, inhalation of the spray 
may affect some individuals. 
Avoid direct contact with water, 
and wash with clean water after 
any contact.

• Clean fish well with potable 
water and eat fillet portion only.

KDHE investigates publicly-
accessible bodies of water for 
blue-green algae when the agency 
receives reports of potential al-
gae blooms in Kansas lakes. Based 
on credible field observation and 
sampling results, KDHE reports 
on potentially harmful condi-
tions.

If you observe a scum or paint-
like surface on the water, small 
floating blue-green clumps or fila-
ments in the water, or if the water 
is an opaque green, avoid contact 
and keep pets away. These are in-
dications that a harmful bloom 
may be present. Pet owners should 
be aware that animals that swim 
in or drink water affected by a 
harmful algal bloom or eat dried 
algae along the shore may become 
seriously ill or die.

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms, please visit 
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/HAB.

U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Kansas crop progress, condition 
reported as of September 18

Submitted
For the week ending Sept. 18, 

there were 6.5 days suitable for 
fieldwork, according to the US-
DA’s National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. Topsoil moisture sup-
plies rated 48 percent very short, 
36 percent short, 16 percent ad-
equate and zero percent surplus. 
Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
51 percent very short, 37 percent 
short, 12 percent adequate and 
zero percent surplus.

Field Crops Report:
Winter wheat planted was 15 

percent, near 12 percent last year, 
and ahead of 10 percent for the 
five-year average.

Corn condition rated 27 per-
cent very poor, 27 percent poor, 
25 percent fair, 19 percent good 
and two percent excellent. Corn 
dented was 90 percent, near 92 
percent last year, and 93 percent 
average. Mature was 61 percent, 
near 60 percent last year, and 
equal to average. Harvested was 
27 percent, ahead of 19 percent 

last year, and 17 percent average.
Soybean condition rated 22 per-

cent very poor, 26 percent poor, 30 
percent fair, 21 percent good and 
one percent excellent. Soybeans 
setting pods was 95 percent, equal 
to last year, and near 96 percent 
average. Dropping leaves was 40 
percent, ahead of 34 percent both 
last year and average. Harvested 
was two percent, near one percent 
average.

Sorghum condition rated 22 
percent very poor, 31 percent 
poor, 31 percent fair, 15 percent 
good and one percent excellent. 
Sorghum headed was 95 percent, 
behind 100 percent last year, and 
near 99 percent average. Coloring 
was 73 percent, behind 88 percent 
last year and 85 percent average. 
Mature was 20 percent, behind 35 
percent last year, and 25 percent 
average. Harvested was two per-
cent, near four percent last year, 
and three percent average.

Cotton condition rated seven 
percent very poor, 37 percent poor, 

39 percent fair, 17 percent good 
and zero percent excellent. Cot-
ton bolls opening was 55 percent, 
ahead of 45 percent last year, and 
well ahead of 35 percent average.

Pasture and Range Report:
Pasture and range conditions 

rated 44 percent very poor, 30 per-
cent poor, 18 percent fair, eight 
percent good and zero percent 
excellent.

Data for this news release were 
provided at the county level by 
USDA Farm Service Agency, KSU 
Extension Service and other re-
porters across the State.

Access the National Crop Prog-
ress and Condition publication 
at https://usda.library.cornell.edu/
concern/publications/8336h188j.

Access Crop Progress and 
Condition graphical products at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_
and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Con-
dition/2022/index.php.

USDA releases milk production statistics
Submitted

Milk production in Kansas 
during August totaled 347 mil-
lion pounds, up three percent 
from August 2021, according to 
the USDA’s National Agricultur-

al Statistics Service. The average 
number of milk cows was 174,000 
head, 4,000 head more than Au-
gust 2021. Milk production per 
cow averaged 1,995 pounds.

Access the National publication 

for this release at https://usda.li-
brary.cornell.edu/concern/publica-
tions/h989r321c.

Find agricultural statistics for 
your county, State and the Nation 
at www.nass.usda.gov.

Crop Progress by District For the Week Ending Sept. 18, 2022

Percent

NW  WC SW  NC C SC NE EC SE STATE

Winter Wheat  
Planted

6 13 28 3 4 25 4 21 2 15

Corn Dented 74 82 96 92 94 96 100 90 100 90

Corn Mature 53 25 56 64 82 71 80 71 94 61

Corn Harvested 25 1 6 12 55 47 32 36 88 27

Share your                                                  
favorite recipes                                                           

with us!
• • Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      Email recipe to recipes@sabethaherald.com                                                                      
• • Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        Drop off a copy of your recipe to 1024 Main Street                                                                                                                        
• • Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, Make sure to include: whose recipe it is, ingredients, 
instructions & special tips.instructions & special tips.

• • If you have a photo, we would love to use it!If you have a photo, we would love to use it!

We will feature it on the Fun Page for all readers to enjoy! 


